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B WAY BIG-BISTRO BOOM SEEN 








Now Anti-Commie and More Friendly MAMMOTH CAFES 


To US, Sartre Squares ‘Prostie’ 


s 


By GENE MOSKOWITZ 


Paris, Aug. 6. 

On hearing that the pic version 
of his play, “The Respectful Pros- 
titute,” was due to open in New 
York soon, Jean-Paul Sartre, the 
literary critic, philosopher (pater 
of Existentialism), screenwriter, 
author and playwright, had a few 
words to say about the pic to 
VARIETY. 

Sartre said that he wrote “Pros- 
titute” after a six week sojourn in 
the U.S., and it was in no way 
anti-American but based on vari- 
ous things he saw. He said it was 
a condemnation of all racism. He 
maintained that France had not 
behaved well in its own colonies 
on this subject, and he had even 
forbidden the showing of “Pros- 
tie” in North Africa so it could 
not be used to say that things 
were more violent on this score in 
America. 

Sartre, who was anti-Communist 
when he wrote this play dealing 
with racism in the American 
South, was thereafter briefly a fel- 
low traveler but broke with Reds 
again after the Hungarian brutal- 
ities. 

Sartre said he first got the idea 
for his play in talking with a doc- 

(Continued on page 62) 


Alabama Rep. Summerlin 
Sees Belafonte’s ‘Sun’ Pic 
As Commie ‘Propaganda’ 


Birmingham, Aug. 6. 

Alabama not only demands seg- 
regated audiences but also segre- 
gated performers. 

The Alabama House of Repre- 
sentatives "nanimously approved a 
resolution asking Alabama theatre 
operators ot to exhibit “Island in 
the Sun,” which stars Harry Bela- 
fonte. 

The bill was introduced by Rep. 
Vernon Summerlin, of Crenshaw 
County, who said-“the making of 
such films will be most pleasing 
to the Communist and other un- 
American organizations and to all 
intents and purposes will amount 
to another tactic in their campaign 
to brainwash the American public 
into acceptance of race mongreli- 
zation. 

“The Nat King Cole Show” won’t 
be seen any more -in Birmingham. 
WABT cancelled the tv show be- 
cause of prejudiced pressure. 

Cole is getting used to such 
treatment from his home state. 
Last year the singer was attacked 
by members of a White Citizens 
Council as he sang at the Birming- 
ham Municipal Auditorium before 
an all-white audience. 

Other rock ‘n’ roll shows in 
Birmingham which star Negro 
performers have been picketed by 
members of the Ku Kiux Klan, 
earrying signs stating that 10ck 'n’ 
roll is the tool of Communists. 
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DOT UPS EX-TYPIST 
TO VEEPEE SALES POST 


Hollywood, Aug 6. 

Mrs. Christine Hamilton, who 
started with Dot Records eight 
years ago as a $30-a-week part- 
time typist, has been elected a 
veepee of the firm, now a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Paramount. 
She'll be in charge of sales coordin- 
ation and production. 

Mrs. Hamilton originally was 
employed by Randy Wood, Dot 
founder and prexy, to work in 
Randy’s Record Shop in Gallatin, 
Tenn., which is now one of the 


world’s largest mail order disk|old La Conga. In the blueprints, been the other way around. 


firms. When Wood first went into 
recordings, Mrs. Hamilton handled 
billings — which took her about 45 
minutes per week. 


Summer Festival 
Fails to Hypo: 
N. Y. Niteri 


The Summer Festival hasn't 
worked out as far as New York 





niteries are concerned. The num-|names with an admission of $1.50|31, 1956, had realized $9,761,000 | 
}from the World War II global tour 

Currently being readied is the{and the subsequent Warner Bros. | 
Summer Festival hasn’t drawn the | Old Roumanian, which will have a| filmization with the original GI cast. | 


ber of visitors to the cafes hasn't 
risen appreciably and New York's 


response of former years. Boni- 
faces say that the pressure hasn't 
been as heavy this season, and 
insufficient imagination hasn't 
(Continued on page 62) 
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Los Angeles, Aug. 6. 
The natives are used to it but 
visitors from outland never fail to 
get startled by the religious show- 
manship of this burg. 


highpriéstess " that 
Semple McPherson. 
Angeles religion, like nothing in 


was, 


America except perhaps Denver | 


religion, shows the influence not 
only of radio and television pro- 
motion techniques but the moving 
picture ballyhoo. 

Weekend editions of the L.A. 
Examiner, Times and other“periodi- 
cals are replete with examples of 
the local “sell” for churchly Bar- 
nums. Examples follow, but first 
a reminder of the old folks in their 
new homes angle. 


RIVALING VEGAS 


Broadway is in its best position 
in years to reassume former stature 
as a night club centre of the world. 
Should present plans be completed, 
lineup of Stem cafes would reach 
its greatest number in the amount 
of seats, if not the number of spots. 
| Broadway would be in a position | 
| to accommodate more cafegoers 
than Las Vegas. 

The most important plan on the 
books, at the moment, is*the like- 
lihood that a new cafe will be built 











for Lou Walters by Webb & Knapp, 
| the realty firm which is erecting 


an office building on the site of the | u 





| old Roseland Bldg., a _ situation 
| which also housed Basin Street as 
well as cafes of the calibre of the 


now being mulled, a realty firm) 
will erect the 1,600-seater in the} 
lower level of the new structure. | 
Walters would lease the cafe for) 
a term of 21 years at a rental said| 
to be $40,000 annually plus a per- 
centage of the gross. New cafe 
would have an escalator entrance 
and exit, and the most modertt 
staging facilities including an ice 
tank as well as a regulation stage. 
It would be modeled after Paris’ 
famed Le Lido. 

The second deal, also in the 
| works, is the possibility. that Ken 
| Later, now a personal manager, 
would open a 1,500-seater on the 
| site of the present Arcadia Ball- 








room. Negotiation is now under-| 
|way. Later’s nitery would use| 


charged in lieu of a couvert. 


|capacity up to 1,200 seats. Jack) 
| Silverman is moving his present | 
| cafe to the new site on the old Ice-| 
| land site on Broadway and 53 St., | 


i (Continued on page 56) 


Barnumesque Los Angeles Tabernacles 
[RELIGIOUS BALLYHOO STILL STARTLES VISITORS] 


By ABEL GREEN 


fern California which consistently 
attracts the oldsters automatically 
| creates bull markets for the church 
‘and burial institutions. Seeking 





It’s .been |surcease, as they become resigned | Zion”) 
going on for decades, of course, | to meet their Maker, gives the | Opie. 
|per the lily-carrying white-robed |sundry religioso cults a special | Mr. Opie does a little gospel doub- 
Aimee market among the family folk —/ling because Elmer C. Gottschalk 
Today Los |and Forest Lawn & Co. takes care|—in superior type —is billed as 


of the rest. 


| review of the amusement- 
|display-type of religioso ads (to | 
which the more orthodox houses | 
|of worship don't subscribe, as it} 
| will be singularly noted) reveals | 


;some curioso, as per these direct 
| quotes from ads: 

“Thos. Wyatt preaching ‘Magni- 
|ficent Obsession’” at the Embassy 
|Auditorium in downtown Los 
Angeles (“2,000 free seats”) her- 


Obviously a climate like Soutli-' alds, “Souls will be set aflame with 








Bevhills Productions’ Coast Stock 
Offering Via TY—& Public Bites: 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 

For the second time in seven 
years, Angelenos—who will buy 
anything from a capsule to a cult— 
TOURS BEING READIED are “heeding the syrupy blandish- 

| ments of electronic pitchmen and 

Show tours from Europe to New rushing te participate in a publie 
York are slated to start Aug. 30,| offering of stock that will give 
first group to come in from Paris them some connection with the 


+ 
? 








EUROPE TO N.Y. CAFE 


'for a weekend which includes a| “gold-and-glamor” world of show- 


stay at the Waldorf, a Latin Quar-| business. The first time it hap- 
ter visit, plus a ticket for a hit| pened, back in 1950-51, some 700 
show. The Tausig Agency is con- | investors, cheered on by the Junior 
ducting the tours on the basis of Chamber of Commerce, glumly 
$43 for the stand in New York plus| Watched more tnan $165,000 go 


' t f transportation is| down the drain when the musical 
eer USS of Salus |}revue “My L.A.” opened to paeans 


sed. : 
It’ll be the first active promotion | Of civic pride and closed four per- 
to get European visitors to New| formances later to pains of civie 


; pocketbooks. 
York. All previous promotion has) Now, & ie the wendrdus weild 


of television that is being offered 
_| the investor, 
wew s.ock promotion is for 
Beverly Hills Productions, a Cali- 
fornia corporation founded to pro- 

| duce “an animated film series .. . 
| satiate for presentation in both 
motion picture theatres and tele- 





Irving Berlin's 
Living Legacy 
Plenty Lucrative 


Irving Berlin reveals some high 
finance on his “God Bless America” | 
fund (copyright and all earnings) | 
ceded to the Girl and Boy Scouts | 
of America Foundation, and “This 
Is The Army” (Inc.) which, to Dec. | 


vision stations throughout the 
| world... in full color.” The stock 
is being peddied via spot an- 


nouncements on two local televi- 
sion stations, KTTV and- KCOP 
(“My L.A.” concentrated on indie 
radio stations) and its backers ju- 
bilantly reported that the entire 
(Continued on page 18) 
Chez Paree in Montreal 
* 6 ’ 
Stages Strippers’ ‘Spec 
This revue goes to Army Emer- Montreal, Aug. 6 
gency Relief in perpetuity. (As re-| Montreal may be facing a‘scare- 
ward for his patriotic efforts in| ity of strippers, but not when the 
this connection and other patriotic | price is right. 
(Continued on page 50) | . Midtown Chez Paree here opened 
|/a new Casablanca Room last week 
| (29) which makes it the city's larg- 
est strippery by far. It's also prob- 
| ably as wide open as anything this 
side of Calumet City. It’s reported- 
ly paying performers $100-$300 a 
week (plus 20% of customers’ 
drinks while mixing—though no 
soliciting was observed), compared 
to $60-$75 at some strip spots. 
Advertising 20 exotic dancers 
and naming 21 in ads, it delivered 
17. Performance is continuous 
from 10 p. m.-4 a. m., with two 10- 
minute intermissions Four-piece 
combo backs the good-sized stage. 
Male emcee is spelled off by pian- 
ist for a couple of half-hour 
breaks. No cover, no minimum, 
but drinks are $1.15. 
All but one were “exotics” of some 
Radio and tv pickups are promi- sort. Exception when caught was 
nent in most of the ads so these/an attractive musicomedy dancer 
won't although The | named Judy Grant, followed by a 
Church of the Open Door, Dr. J.| stupefying succession of pelvis 
Vernon McGee, gives bold-face | pushers, to exceptional applause. 
billing to “Billy Graham, God's! One exotic, Lili Dawn, sang in an 
Prophet to a Modern Babylon”, and | acceptable cool jazz style before go- 
in smaller type follows, “Dr. McGee jing into her grind. Another, Dal- 
just returned from the Graham | las, told doggedly dirty jokes for a 
Crusade.” Film cowgirl star Dale| bad 10 minutes, to almost total 
Evans — in person —is spotlighted | silence, before beginning to gyrate. 
(Continued on page 20) ’ (Continued on page 62) 
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divine passion when they hear 
this message.” The Global-Aires 
t“Heaven bends low when these 
86 song stars sing the songs of 
are conducted by Billie 
(Another ad spotlights that 


presenting him at Convention 


Hall). 
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Hope Foundation Grant May Ke 
Ellenville Music Alive; Meanwhile 
Borscht Hotel Guests Washout 


R&H and Joshua Logan 





Ellenville, N.Y., Aug. 6. 
After three seasons the Empire | 


? 


State Music Festival here, con- 
ducted in a large tent in a Catskill aed e 
Mountain setting, rates an artistic Reuniting for Legiter 


success and a financial deficit. It| 
is now hoped that some foundation | 
will make a grant for 1958 so that | 
the ambitious program of opera, 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Oscar Hammerstein 2d and 
Joshua Logan, who have been hud- 
dling nere on pre-production de- 


COSMO OPERA HIRES 
FRISCO’S OWN AMARA 


San Francisco, Aug. 6. 

Lucine Amara, a native soprano 
has stopped waiting for jhe San 
Francisco Opera to invite to sing in 
her hometown. Instead, she’s ac- 
cepted the invitation of the Cosmo- 
politan Opera’s general manager, 
Dario Shindell, to open that com- 
pany’s fifth season in “La Boheme” 
next March 4. 

This was the highlight of Shin- 
dell’s report that the Cosmopoli- 
tan’s March season will include 
seven operas and the Frisco debuts 
of contralto, Jean Madeira, basso 
Jerome Hines and tenor Kirk 
Oreste. ‘ 








That Red Skelton ‘Publicity’ 


In a world so conditioned by fast communications, common 
knowledge about publicity methods, and fast penetration of any 
type of ballyhoo, it-may perhaps be pardonable that the Red 
Skeltons have been the target of some dubious publicity. It 
reached the point where the comedian had to go on the British 
television to rebut charges in the London press that their Euro- 
pean tour was “a publicity stunt.” 





Even in an era of macabre humor per the Charles Addams 
school, elementary respect for the parents’ grimly sentimental 
tourism with their nine-year-old boy, Richard, a victim of leu- 
kemia, shou.i withhold such suspicions and snap judgment. 
What's more, it ought to be evident that Skelton’s showmanship 
is too wise. This is not the kind of “publicity” anybody seeks. 





It’s unfortunate that this sort of sentimental journey is copy 
for the press. It’s unfortunate, too, that sometimes the values 
are heightened out of proportion, such as that bit of throwing 
coins into Rome’s famed Trevi Fountain (“I will return some 
day”), but the Skeltons are needlessly burdened with a bum rap 
which undoubtedly the comedian, expert showman that he is, 
may have to handle public relations-wise on this side of the 
Atlantic, as he did in Britain. 





ballet and concert can” be con- | au “ “ Singers returning for the spring 
tinued ae peer season will include soprano Binks 
. ~ ney are |Milanov. te Yesar /alietti 
rere rotons aus prodeet In ‘min6 for Rodgers “&|Bicg caivatore Bacesont, sopran 
ee age atl Fore sch of -the Hammerstein. Logan, who collab-| py, Likova, tenor Eugene Conley 
dees ‘sem rr Se th “un orated with Hammerstein on the and soprano Graciela Rivera. 
— aoe 4 “toll eth Fun book of “South Pacific” as well as| In addition to ‘La Boheme,” the 
each time as fo low 5 : staging the show, will probably co-| repertoire will consist of . “Car- 
Festival lost $200,000 In 1955; author and direct the new show. | men ” “Faust.” “Rigoletto,” “The 
$100,000 in 19.6; $75,000 tnis sum-| With Hammerstein due to return | parber of Seville.” “Il Trovatore” 
or, t should have $100,000 “in “er : ’ e f Sev _ 
mer, It shoul . ; to New York this weekend, he'll .14 “La Traviata. 
the bank preft rably by Feb. 1— probably discuss the matter with | 
to prepare for 1958, Forest said. |pjg producer-partner, Richard | 
Prob'em of capital or grants is | Rodgers, who would of course com-| 
pressing. Though Ellenville might | pose the music for the proposed ll 10, a re 
climb out of the red-in five|show. Rodgers has been hospital- | 


seasons (festivals are a slow build 


invariably) new money is a neces- 
sity. Some of the funds heretofor 
are believed to have come from 
Forest's immediate family, al- 
though that is not mentioned. A 
disappointment has been failure 
to obtain better cooperation from 


uests a the Catskill resort 
Potels With each hotel loaded 


with its own entertainment, long- | 


hair attractions at Ellenville get 
neglected 

Gross this July was about $100.- 
000, which left a minus of $75,000. 
Tighter operation resulted in some 
reduction of production costs, but 
Forest doubted whether the total 
figure could be shaved lower than | 

Continued on page 48) 


Ad Man Biow Pursues 
Govt. Career Man Role, 
Gets Ike Desionation 


Milton H. Biow, longtime head 
of the ad agency bearing his name 


ized in New York for a checkup | 
and rest (not a recurrence of throat 
}eancer, for which he underwent 
surgery about two years ago). It’s 
not known whether the new musi- 
‘eal would be an original or an 
adaptation. , 
Shooting of “South Pacific” is 
due to start next Wednesday (14) “. die 
in Hawaii, and Hammerstein is ex-| , eee r= oa 
pected to fly out to be present for | amusement crait lapor w 


‘ eal ,|be united in one big union, the 
Nodes eccompanied = by | Federation of the Diversion Indus- 


itries Workers, by September, 
| i | States Congressman Salvador Car- 

| rillo, secretary-general of the Na- 
Buzzard S Bay Strawhat |tional Cinematographic Industry 
| Workers Union (STIC). Bes‘des 
studio production workers, Federa- 
tion will comprise theatre em- 
| ployes plus unionists who serve 
| bull fighting, boxing, wrestling and 
| cockfighting. 

Stage and screen players, direc- 
tors, writers and all in any branch 
of the amusements trades who hold 
union cards will be in. 


Chi Fduc’l Station To 
Offer College Courses 





Bullfight Hands 
In One Union 





Offers Gratis ‘La Ronde’ 
When License Is Yank 


Buzzard’s Bay, Mass., Aug. 6. 

This tiny resort (population 1,-| 
450) at the lower end of the Cape | 
Cod Canal may not be exactly a} 
theatrical metropolis, but it can} 
now boast a_warranted-genuine | 
stage censorship squabble that has | 
erupted into a court suit. The up-| 
roar centers around Arthur 
Schnitzler’s turn - of - the - century 





organization in Hollywood has 


reports, etc., have been sent to 
for critical study. 








Facts are that (1), Varrety has had affectionate queries about 
the Skeltons and the boy’s welfare; (2), Variety, only last week 
received a cable, including prepayment for reply, from a Singa- 
Pore source (presumably medical) offering aid; (3); Skelton’s 


had to add seven secretaries to 


handle some 100,000 pieces of mail. Most of the mail is affec- 
tionate; some of it includes quack “cure” offers; and a Skelton 
Spokesman states that at least eight medical ideas, case history 


medical sources in Los Angeles 





It is known that if the Skelton lad were to say “let’s go to 


| Formosa,” that is where the parents would take him in his eager 


quest to “see everything.” The 


along. 


youngster has also been quoted 


as stating he “is sure to get well,” that he has awareness of his 
dread blood disease, but is by no means morose about it. Mrs. 
Skelton (Georgia) alsq had their 11-year old daughter Valentina 





'W. C. HANDY BIOPIC 
SET BY PARAMOUNT 


| Paramount has closed a deal to 
;make a biopic of W. C. Handy, 
composer of “St. Louis Blues.” 
| Agreement was finalized over the 
| weekend in Manhattan by Par 
prexy Barney Balaban and Handy, 
| Pieture will be titled “St. Louis 
Blues.” Nat King Cole has already 
been signed for one of the starring 
roles. Robert Smith has been set 
to produce, No director has been 
chosen as yet. 








(Handy, now in his 80's and 


‘Mrs. Murphy’s Chowder’ 
Adds Irish Angle To 
D.C. View of Song Lyrics 


Washington, Aug. 6. 
A wild Irish brogue was added 
| last week to the anvil chorus over 
{the networks’ eliminating such 
}terms as “massa,” “darkies,” “old 
| black Joe,” etc, from Stephen 
| Foster’s songs. 

Reps. Frank Chelf (D., Ky.) and 
D. R. Matthews (D., Fla.), appear- 
ed before the House Rules Com- 
mittee to get a green light for a 
Congressional investigation of the 





until recently retiring, has been shocker. “La Ronde.” 

mulling Government service to he drama, presented by the : 

keep him active. The first appoint- | non pro Buzzard’s Bay Summer For Prison Inmates 
ment, by President Eisenhower, in| Theatre, went on last Friday night Chicago, Aug. 6. 
this direction was Biow’'s designa- (1) on a gratis basis after produ- It'll become possible this fall to 


tion on Monday (5) as a member of | (Continued on page 63) 


the President's Committee on 
Government Employment Policy. 

Biow was one of two new public 
members named to this committee. 
The other is Branch Rickey, chair- 
man cf the board of the Pittsburgh 
Pirates. 

At the same time, the President 
named the Rev. Archibald J. Carey 
Jr., Chicago minister, as chairman 
of this body. He is the first Negro 
to head the group which is con- 
cerned with preventing discrimina- 
tion in Federal employment prac- 
tices. Rev. Carey is pastor of the 
Quinn Chapel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church and was a Re- 


publican candidate for the House | 


of Representatives in 1950. 


| 





| LOVE THOSE HOODLUMS 


‘New Film Cycie of America’s 
Notorious Trigger Boys 








Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
| Indie producers appear to be de- 
veloping a new gangster-pic cycle. 
Fryman-ZS Productions current- 
ly has “Baby Face Nelson,” star- 
|ring Mickey Rooney and Carolyn 
| Jones, before the cameras. And 
Hallmark Productions has begun 
| prepping another biopic of a no- 
torious gangster of the Terrible 
| Thirties—Pretty Boy Floyd. 
Indian actor Bobby Boyd is being 
paged for the title role. 
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|Mastin Trio currently at 


| 
| 
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get a college education in the IIli- 
nois State Penitentiary. 

Warden Joseph Ragen of States- 
ville in Joliet, Ill, believes so 
staunchly in education for his in- 
mates that he’s equipping the pen’s 
Classrooms with tv sets, all tuned 
to Channel 11 (WTTW), Chi’s edu- 
cational station. In tv he hopes to 
find the qualified teachers his insti- 
tution is lackng. 

WTTW is offering five college 
courses next fall that will be ac- 
credited by the city’s junior col- 
leges, all three of which are free 
to Chicago residents. Board of Ed- 
ucation here is willing to recognize 
all Chicago convicts at Statesville 
as “citizens” of the Windy City, al- 
lowing them to qualify. An enroll- 
ment of about 100 is expected from 
the Big House. 


DAVIS SR.’S CORONARY 
MAY CUE SAMMY SINGLE 


Chicago, Aug. 6. 

Sammy Davis Sr., of the Will 
Chez 
Paree here, suffered a heart attack 
last week and may be permanently | 
sidelined from the act. Though | 
described as a “mild coronary” it 
was his third, and doctors have 
not yet advised whether he must 
retire. 

Davis Jr. and Mastin have been 
appearing without him at the Chez 
Paree but if elder Davis drops 
from the act so will Mastin and 
Davis Jr. will work as a single. 

















All Seems Natural 
San Francisco, Aug. 6. 
Jean-Claude Verne de Las- 
see, Jules Verne’s 15-year-old 
great-grandaephew, hit Frisco 
last weekend—he’s going | 
around the world in 80 public- 
ity stunts. 
He was asked who his fa- 
vorite American actress was | 





and, quick as a flash, replied, 
“Elizabeth Taylor.” 

His views on popcorn 
theatres are not known. 


in 


rr _ SCA ~ a webs for tampering with Foster’s 

avoiding the fate of Stephen |'¥tics. At one- point, Chelf 

Foster.—Ed) ve agg a scene at the Kentucky 
erby. 





TvB Reports Viewing 
Up 4,300,000 a Week, 
Radio Dips 1,000,000 


Television Bureau of Advertising 
reported this week, in comparing 
March of 1956 to March of 1957, 
that tv viewing increased 4,300,000 
a week while radio dipped 1,000,- 
000. It was the first time in the 
history of the tv promotion bureau 
that it took a public swipe at the 
sister medium without apparent 
provocation. 

The TvB research study, based 

(Continued on page 36) 


“Can you imagine,” he told the 
Rules Committee, “we stand there 
at the Derby with heads bowed, 
awaiting the strains of ‘My Old 
Kentucky Home’ to be played by 
our band. Suddenly, the network 
managers call for a revision, a re- 
write job if you please. Instead of 
‘My Old Kentucky Home,’ we hear 
a hurried substitution of ‘Who 
Threw the Overalls in Mrs. Mure 
phy’s Chowder?’ ” 

That was enough to set off Rep. 
Thomas P. O'Neill (D., Mass.), a 
member of the Rules Committee. 
That song, he announced is an “in- 
sult” to the, Irish and should be 





banned from the airwaves. “Who 
(Continued on page 56) 
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PLOTS SNEAK IN 





‘Giant’ Gross Probably $20,000,000 


“Giant” has long since recouped all costs 
worldwide gross of around $20,000,000 in its first time out, pro- 
ducer-director George Stevens reported. Film needed approxi- 


mately $10,000,000 to break even. 
topped $13,000,000. 

“Giant” which Stevens made in 
for Warner release was a singl 


Stevens is now prepping “Diary of Anne Frank” as the first of a 
two-pi@ture deal, covering a 10-year period, with 20th-Fox. 





Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
and is heading for a 


To date, he said, it has already 
association with Henry Ginsberg 
e picture deal with Ginsberg. 











Year on Draughting 


ith-Fox Pro‘ect Starts in England 


Board, 9-Featur 





London, Aug. 6. + 


After exactly a yeat of planning | 
and preparation, 20th-Fox has | 
launched its $5,000,000 British pro- 
duction program, which calls for 
nine features to roll by next 
spring. The lineup got under way 
last week, when a unit headed for 
Uganda to start production on “The 
Naked Earth” which is being di-| 
rected by Vincent Sherman, with | 
Richard Todd and Juliette Greco 
in the leads. 

Robert Goldstein, who returned 
to London a year ago as head of 
European production for 20th, told) 
Variety last week that he’s set 
plans for new projects to tee off} 
at regular intervals. The second 
picture on its roster, “Count Five | 
and Die,” is to start filming today | 
(Tues.) and will be follow. 1 by a} 
third subject, “Family -setor,” | 
around the end of August. 

“Count Five and Die” to be di- | 
rected by Victor Vicas, with Ernest 
Gartside as producer, is based on 
the war-time activities of the Of- 
fice of Secret Service, who set up 
an undercover film company in 
Wardour Street (London’s Film 
Row). “Family Doctor,” to be 
directed by Derek Twist, will star 
Rick Jason, Patricia Owens and 
Marius Goring. 

Two more pix will get under way 
in October. On the first of that 
month Richard Burton is due to 
start work on “Destruction Test,” 
while on location in Australia, An- 
thony Kimmins will start a second | 
Smiley film, entitled “Smiley Gets 
a Gun.” “Harry Black,” a starring 

(Continued on page 63) 


Reade Buys Out | 
Frank Kassler 


Walter Reade Jr.-Frank Kassler 
partnership in Continental Dis- 
tributing has broken up, with 
Reade buying out Kassler. Latter 
was president of Continental while 
Reade was chairman of the board. 

Continental, in which Reade and 
Kassler partnered five years ago, 
has specialized in imports. It’s 
been operating under the socalled 
“Continental” plan under which 
the ‘company acquired product in 
which a group of exhbitors then 
invested with the payoff on a pro- 
rata basis. 

Kassler is taking over a num- 
ber of unreleased Continental re- | 
leases and will handle them un-| 
der his own banner. He and Reade 
were 50-50 partners in the busi- 
ness. 

Continental will continue though 
there were no immediate indica- 
tions from Reade as to who will 
replace Kassler. Parting was 
said to be amicable and due large- 
ly to a difference on policy. Among 
the important releases coming up 
via Continental are “Gervaise,” 
“Brothers-in-Law” and “A Con- 
demned Man Escapes.” Outfit has 
been handing out high advances on 
several of its pix. 














‘Grass’ Okay in Texas 
Dallas, Aug. 6. 

Banned from N. Y, State by its 
Regents, the Greek-made “Bed of 
Grass” (English titles) opens at 
the Coronet here Thurs. (8) for its 

American premiere. 
Stars Anna Brazzou, 
Miss Aphrodite of 1954. 


Greece's 





McGRATH OWES DAMAGES 





Hero Miller Belongs To 
Hawks, Judge Decides 


Naval 





Santa Monica, July 30. 

William Hawks acquired clear | 
title to an option on “Hide and} 
Seek,” based on the career of naval | 
hero Cmdr. Hugh Barr Miller, in| 
a default hearing in Superior 
Court here. Judge Edward Brand 
also ordered a judgment of $23,- 
150 for damages and an injunction 
restraining Eugene C. McGrath 
from further interference with the 
sale of the property. 

Hawks had claimed title to the 
option but McGrath insistcd he had 
an interest. Hawks brought suit, to 
clear title and to halt what -he 
called interference in his plans 
to dispose of the property. Mc- 
Grath did not appear in court to 
contest the action, 


Disney Declares 
37, Stock Dividend 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 

A stock dividend of 3% on com- 
mon stock of Walt Disney Produc- 
tions was declared yesterday by 
board of directors. Additionally, 
the quarterly cash divvy of 10c¢ per 
share was declared. 

Cash melon is payable Oct. 1, 
1957, to stockholders of record 
Sept. 13, and stock divvy Nov. 25 
to shareholders of record Nov. 1. 
When company initiated cash divvy 
at annual rate of 40c ‘per share 
earlier this year, it was then stated 
that firms planned to supplement 
these payments with an annual 
stock divvy. 

Nov. 1 record date gor stock 
divvy, according to company, will 
permit holders of company’s exist- 
ing Purchase Warrants to acquire 
stock in time to participate in stock 
divvy. Currently there are out- 
standing approximately 186,000 
such warrants which entitle hold- 
ers to buy a like number of com- 
mon shares at $22 per share on or 
before Oct. 31, 1957. 

Stock divvy payment is subject 
to approval by California Commis- 
sioner of Corporations. 


Clearance for ‘Cowboy’ 


Four major studios and five in- 
dependent producers had to be pre- 
vailed upon to relinquish prior 
claims to the title “Cowboy,” be- 
fore it could be alized as the 
tag for Julian Blaustein’s Columbia 
production starring Glenn Ford 
and Jack Lemmon. Blaustein 
worked on the project for approxi- 
mately six months before he 
achieved clearance, discovering in 
the process that “Cowboy” _was one 
of the first titles registered when 
the Title Registration Bureau of 
MPAA was established on Jan. 1, 
1936. 

The word itself has been used 
as part of the title of more than 
50 films, ranging from “Cowboy 
Blues” to “Cowboy Quarterback,” 
but the closest to the Columbia 
film was the Lippert documentary 
“The Cowboy,” an art house entry 








three years ago. ‘ 


COMMERCIAL TIES 
IN NEW FILMS 


After a period of supervised dis- 
cretion film studios are again be- 
ginning to “plug” specific goods 
and services on the screen. Sales 
pitches are integrated as much as 
possible in story and action, but 
of late have begun to be more ob- 
vious. 

Glaring example is in “Will Suc- 
cess Spoil Rock Hunter?” which 
goes all-out in plugging TWA. In 
one lengthy scene, a bright red 
TWA _travel bag is kept in con- 
spicuolis view throughout, with the 
TWA letters virtually dominating 
the screen. Same airline is sold 
in a Universal short. 

In “Love 
both Pepsi-Cola and Coca-Cola get 
plugs, complete with slogans. In 
“Sweet Smell of Success” a ciga- 
ret company is cut in for a hefty 
free ad. Other recent pix have 


included gratis ads for other ciga-| 


ret makers, beer companies, auto 
manufacturers, etc. 

Pepsi-Cola, agvin, gets a fat 
gratis plug in “Yajama Game.” 

Exhibitors from time to time 
have beefed against use of the 
screen to “sell” a product and, in 
years past, there have been in- 
stances of theatres actually snip- 
ping such footage out of films. 
One theatreman last week said he 
had been aware of the new tend- 
ency to “dress” sets with recog- 
nizable labels and that, if the prac- 
tice continued, he would ask his 
organization to bring it to the com- 
panies’ attention. 

“If they want us to advertise 
products, then let ’em pay for it,” 
was his attitude. 

At the film companies, explana- 
tion is offered that realistic props 

(Continued on page 22) 








Subtle Title Switches 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 

Sometimes the titles speak 
louder than the words they 
contain. AB-PT Pictures 
switched some titles around 
last week that caused at least 
mild eyebrow lifting in the 
trade. 

“Eighteen and Anxious,” due 
for production soon, will be 
called “Restless Woman.” The 
already completed “Young 
Mothers” was changed to 
“Eighteen and Anxious.” 


in the Afternoon,” | 


ADVERTISING 





> 





‘TO CATCH A THIEF’ SUIT 


1901 Raffles Tale Her Property, 
Says Widow 





Hollywood, Aug. 6. 

Damages of $250,000 and an ac- 
counting of profits is sought in a 
copyright infringement and un- 
fair competition suit brought 
against Paramount over the film 
“To Catch a Thief.” Plaintiff in 
the Superior Court action is Rosa- 
lie B. Menchen, widow of Joseph 
|Menchen, who claims all rights to 





the story written by E. W. Hor- 
nung in 1901. 
Complaint contends the story 


| was originally copyrighted in 1901 
}in a book by Hornung entitled 
“Raffles, Further Adventures of the 
Amateur Cracksman.” Rights to 
this and other Raffles stories were 
eventually assigned to Joseph Men- 
chen, according to the suit, and 
became the property of Mrs. Men- 
chen when her husband died ip 
1944. 

Action also seeks an injunction 
|to halt further distribution of the 


Metro Bunching 
Four Releases 


In an apparent effort to bolster 
its fourth quarter earnings, Metro 
has scheduled four pictures for re- 
lease during August, final month 
of its annual fiscal period. This is 
the first time in almost two years 
that the company has set four pic- 
tures for one month. It usually 
issues two new pictures a month 
and goes to three occasionally. 

By having more pictures in re- 
lease in August, the company ap- 
parently hopes to make up for the 
“poor third quarter earnings state- 
ment which saw net earnings slump 
to le per share for the 12 weeks 
ended June 6 as compared with 
15¢ for the same period of 1956. 

Pix set for August include “Tip 
on a Dead Jockey,” “Decision 
Against Time,” “Gun Glory,” and 
“Action of the Tiger.” “Tip” and 
“Gun” are Metro-made films and 
the others are from indies operat- 
ing with M-G financing. 











National Box 


office Survey 


Cool Breezes Aid Biz; ‘80 Days’ Again First, With 
‘Pride’ Close 2d, ‘Affair’ 3d, ‘Stockings’ 4th 


Improved weather conditions, 
plus some much cooler weather in 
the east, is keeping film biz at a 
high level in current session, ac- 
cording to reports from VARIETY 
correspondents in representative 
key cities. A few new pictures also 
are contributing to strong tone. 

Although closely pressed by 
“Pride and Passion” (UA), first 
place again is being held “Around 
World in 80 Days” (UA) for about 
the ‘steenth time. Mike Todd 
opus continues with great to cap- 
acity showings in nearly all 18 
keys currently. “Pride” is winding 
up second as it was launched with 
tremendous results in additional 
spots this week. 

“Affair To Remember” (20th) is 
finishing in third place, being 
third production this session to top 
the $200,000 mark. “Silk Stock- 
ings” (M-G) also bettered this fig- 


ure to wind up fourth, same as last 
week. 
“Seven Wonders of World” 


(Cinerama) again is winding up 
fifth. “Night Passage” (U),-third 
last round, is taking sixth money. 
“Loving You” (Par), eighth a 
week ago, is copping seven posi- 
tion. “10 Commandments” (Par) 
will be eighth, currently playing it 


only eight big key cities covered | 


by VARIETY. 

“Bambi” (BV) (reissue) is captur- 
ing ninth place, an improvement 
over last stanza. “Curse of Frank- 
enstein” (WB) rounds out the Big 
10 list. 


“Love in Afternoon” (AA) and 
“Gun Giory” (M-G) are the run- 
ner-up films in that order. 

“Jeanne Eagles” (Col), 
biggest newcomers, shapes socko in 
Washington, terrific in Frisco, 
smash in Cleveland but mild in 
Philly. “Band of Angels” (WB) 
looms spotty, being fine in Chi, 
lofty in Portland, mild in N.Y. and 
slow in Seattle. 

“Interlude” (U),. modest in 
Philly, is rated big in Chi. “Will 
Success Spoil Rock Hunter (20th), 
mild in Denver and slow in De- 
troit, is rated swell in Cincy and 
okay in Tofonto. “Hatful of Rain” 
(Par) continues to perk, being 
potent in Minneapolis, pleasing in 
Washington, fancy in N.Y., big in 
Boston and good in Philly. 

“Beau James” (Par), mild in 
in L.A. 


big in Louisville and nice 
Frisco. 


Toronto, looks torrid in . 
“Reach For Sky” (Rank) is okay 
in Balto. “Delicate Delinquent” 


Providence. 

“Pickup Alley” (Col) is hotsy in 
Chi. 
hep ‘n Chi and N.Y. “Dino” (AA) 
shapes pleasing in K.C. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports en 
}Pages 10-12) 





one of | 


(Par), wow in Boston, is nice in| 


“Rising of Moon” (WB) looks | 








(U), great in Indianapolis, shapés | footsteps is still unassigned. 
n 


“Island in Sun” (20th), good in} being sought. 
A.| quences in which aunt figures will 





Heller & Co. Mysterioso Shift Poisons 
Whole Film Biz on ‘Consultants’ 


> 
¥ 


The sudden and hazily-explained 
switch in the recommendations 
made by the management consult- 
ant firm of Robert Heller & Asso- 
ciates in sizing up the Loew's situ- 
ation may sour the film industry 
on use of outside consultant 
irms. The Heller action and the 
less-than-enthusiastic reception of 
the Booz, Allen & Hamilton report 
of the company’s studio operation 
(not related to Loew's alone) have 
provided fuel for the anti-consult- 
ant industryites. 

Efforts to obtain a fuller expla- 
nations of the almost-melodrgmatic 
about-face of Heller & Co. were 
unsuccessful. A call to the com- 
pany’s headquarters in Cleveland 
resulted in the news that C. R. 
MacBride, the executive who 
signed the conflicting reports, “is 
away on a month's vacation.” 


Mit Germany 
Is Trouble Now 


There was genuine concern 
among the the film companies in 
N.Y. this week over the disclosure 
by the German Minister cf Eco- 
nomics that the West German Fed- 
eral Republic plans to terminate 
the German-American film accord 
as of the end of this year. 

Apart from Britain, West Ger- 
many today is the Americans’ most 
important export market in Eu- 
rope, and any loss in revenue in 
that area would be strongly felt 
by all the companies. Germany 
today is said to be worth $18,000,- 
000 a year to the U.S. distribs. 
More than 200 American films are 
shown there. 

The Minister of Economics said 
that there was no intention at 
this time of restricting the Ameri- 
can film imports so as to introduce 
screen quotas similar to those ex- 
isting in Britain. He did not say, 
however, that other restrictions 
might not be imposed. Thus the 
Germans may eventually elect to 
limit the number of American 
features to be imported intu West 
Germany. 

There is realization in Gotham 
of the looming importance of the 
Common European Market which 
would reduce or eliminate existing 
trade barriers between such film- 
producing countries as Germany, 
France and Italy. Under such a 
setup, the importation of French 
and Italian pix into Germany might 
be encouraged where the influx 
of American films could be re- 
stricted. 

The German-American film 

(Continued on page 20) 





‘Gigi’ Rolls in Paris 





Paris, Aug. 6. 

Shooting finally got underway 
Monday morning (Aug. 5)—after 
three months of preparations—on 
MGM's picture version of Colette's 
“Gigi” for which Alan Jay Lerner 
has written scenario and lyrics and 
for which Frederick Loewe has 
composed the score. Arthur Freed 
is producing, Vincent Minelli is 
directing, Cecil Beaton is art di- 
rector and cast includes Leslie Car- 
on as Gigi, Maurice Chevalier as 
boulevardier and Louis Jourdan 
as Gifi’s beau. 

Role of Gigi’s aunt, retired co- 


K.C., looms okay in N.Y. anl fine | cette who advises her adolescent 
‘Tammy and Bachelor” | niece to follow in her lucrative 


Ina 
Claire was paged for part, but was 
unavailable. Now Ruth Gordon is 
In any case, se- 


only be done when company goes 
to Culver City for majority of in- 
terors after six weeks of lhscation 
filming here. 

Opening scene has Chevalier 
strolling in Bois de Boulogne on 
sunny morning—circa 1900—re- 
membering amorous triumphs of 
his youth. Other scenes to be taken 
here include soiree at Maxim's and 
all exteriors, 
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LOEW CHARGE: THREE ‘CONSPIRATORS’ 
PLOT TO ABORT STOCKOWNERS’ VETO 





By HY HOLLINGER + 


The Loew's management plans 
to bring out into the open the en- 
tire alleged “conspiracy” of the 
Joseph Tomlinson-Stanley Meyer- 
Louis B. Mayer faction when it 
files its answers to the court action 
brought in Delaware last week by 
Tomlinson. The Loew’s legal stra- 
tegy, under the direction of Louis 
Nizer, will consist of filing what 
amounts to a “white paper” in an- 
swer to Tomlinson’s petition in the 
Delaware Court of Chancery which 
seeks to “determine the validity” 
of the “election” of Louis B. Mayer 
and Samuel J. Briskin to the board 
of Loew's. Pair were “elected” to 
the board at the rump meeting last 
Tuesday (29). 

The Loew's legal barrage which 
will be unleashed late this week or 
early.next week will be a twofold 
ene. It will include an answer to 
Tomlinson’s Delaware petition plus 
a separate “conspiracy” action in 
New York Federal Court against 
the participants in the Tomlinson- 
called meeting. 

In this connection, Loew's prexy 
Joseph R. Vogel, acting on the ad- 
vice of Nizer, has formally notified 
Louis B. Mayer, Tomlinson, Stan- 
ley Meyer and the other partici- 
pants in the rump meeting, includ- 
ing the two attorneys, that “they 
would be held individually and 
collectively liable for any damage 
suffered by the corporation as a 
result of their illegal acts.” Vogel 
also made it clear that the two at- 
torneys in the group—Milton Pol- 


lack, Tomlinson’s lawyer, and Ar- 
thur G. Logan, a Delaware attor- 
ney—‘‘have no authority to repre- 


sent the corporation in any mat- 
ter.” In addition to those men- 
tioned, others who participated in 





WHO’S LOYAL TO WHOM? 


Lehman Bros. Position In Loew’s 
Ceuses Much Palaver 





The position of the Lehman 
Bros., the Wall Street banking 
firm heavily involved in the 
Loew’s situation, is puzzling indus- 
tryites. The banking firm and 
particularly Robert Lehman are 


reported to be staunch supporters 
of producer Sam Briskin for some 
executive post in the Loew’s set- 
up. On the other hand, the Leh- 


man company is said to be “dead | 
against” Stanley Meyer and Jo-| 


seph Tomlinson. 


Yet Briskin allied himself with | 
the Tomlinson camp when he| 


| Vogel Designates 12 
| Personages for Okay 


Of Stockholders Sept. 12 


| Joseph R. Vogel, president of 
| Loew’s, has officially listed with the 
Securities & Exchange Commission 
|his full slate of directors to be 
voted on by the stockholders at the 
| special meeting called for Sept. 12. 
| Purpose of the meeting is to oust 
| Joseph Tomlinson and Stanley 
Meyer from the board and to in- 
crease the number of directors 
| from 13 to 19. 

Vogel’s nominations include: 
Gen. Omar Bradley, chairman of the 
| board of the Bulova Research & Devel- 
| opment Laboratories. 

Elisworth C. Alvord, lawyer-partner in 
| Alvord & Alvord, Washington, law firm. 
Charles Braunstein, president of 





agreed to accept a seat on the} Charles Braunstein Inc., importers of 


board when “elected” by the rump | 


group. 
Edwin Weisl, a senior partner of | 
Simpson, Thacher & Bartleti, at- 


torneys for Lehman Bros., is re-| 


| precious stones. 
Bennett Cerf, president of Random 


| House and “What’s My Line” tv panelist. 


Helen Hayes, actress ard honorary 
president of the American National The- 
atre & Academy. 

J. Howard McGrath, former U. §. attor- 
ney general and partner in the law firm 


portédly advancing the candidacy | o¢ weGrath & Brown. 


of Briskin. Their 
stems from their connection with | 
Paramount, 


association | 


once a producer and where Weis! | 


serves on the board of directors. | 





Charles H. Silver, president of the 


| New York City Board of Education. 


Francis W. Hatch, v.p. and director of 


where Briskin was | Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn. 


Benjamin Melniker, v.p. and general 
counsel of Loew’s Inc. 

Robert H. O’Brien, Loew's v.p. and 
treasurer 


| George Muchnic, v.p. of Loew's Interna- 
| 


| tional. ‘ 
T0 GATHER PROXIES | Benjamin Thau, Loew's v.p. and studio 
J | chief. 


YA GOTTA DECIDE 


As far as Milton Pollack, attor- | 
ney for Joseph Tomlinson is con- | 
cerned, the “matter” (fight for | 
control of Loew’s) is before the 
court “and tHat’s where the isssues 
will be decided.” | 





the meeting and were placed on| Pollack stressed that the Tomlin- 

notice included: Briskin, K, T. Kel-|S0n group had every intention of 

ler, Louis Johnson, and Ray Law- | Proceeding in the Delaware court 

60D. despite Loew's prexy Joseph R. 
Arthur Wiesenberger, head of | Vogel's warning that each and 

the investment house bearing his|¢V€TY Participant in the July 29 

name, is one of those on the fence, |TUMP meeting will be held legally 

His clients are independent of any |@sPonsible. Pollack noted that the 

group and “in the recent morass of | Case, tried before a Chancellor of 

fact and fiction,” as he puts it, “I the Delaware Court, would go to 

have never met Sam Briskin nor — aS G00n 85 Vogel puts in an 

do I have & ini xpress | #@Swer. 

po Ah Bn. or ‘ae “cher” cafe econ Asked if the Tomlinson group 
One of his big clients seems in- | Planned to wage a proxy fight, Pol- 

clined to the present Vogel man-| !@ck declared: “We haven't dis- 

agement, and so expressed him- | Cussed it.” 

self, but Wiesenberger individu- 

ally has no feeling either way. It is 

known that his shareholders will be 

solicited by Yogel in the proxy 


fight but there, too, he has made 


no decision. 

Vogel, apparently has no inten- 
tion of fighting out the case in the 
Delaware courts on the narrow de- 
tail of Tomlinson's strategy. In- 
cluded in the documentation will 
be the detailed story of Stanley 
Meyer's maneuverings. 

Supporters of Vogel feel that 


(Continued on page 22) 


AMALGAMATED TO REP: 
YOU HANDLE ‘OVER SUEZ’ 


Republic has set a deal with 
Amalgamated Productions, headed 
by Richard Gordon and Charles 
Vetter Jr., to distribute “Fire Over 
Suez.” Picture, filmed in England, 
stars Keefe Brasselle and Kay Cal- 
lard and was directed by Brasselle. 

Deal is second releasing deal 
made by Amalgamated in last three 
months. It's the “Counterfeit 
Plan,” also filmed in England and 
starring Zachary Scott and Peggy 
Castle, is now being distributed by 
Warner Bros. 


$100,000 LEGAL FEE 


Tomlinson Picks up 2/3ds of Tab— 
Meyer Balance 














Milton Pollack is getting a $100,- 
000 fee for representing the Tomlin- 
son group in the Loew fight. Tom- 
linson is putting up two-thirds and 
Stanley Meyer is furnishing the 
the rest. Edwin Weis], once Meyer's 
personal atterney, is reported to 
have recommended Pollack. 

Louis Nizer, Loew's attorney, and 
Milten Pollack, Joseph Tomlinson’s 
lawyer, last faced each other in the 
libel case involving Quentin Reyn- 
olds and Westbrook Pegler. Nizer, 
who represented Reynolds, won the 
ease, gaining one of the largest 


A new wrinkle in the already, 
twisted, tangled and knotted | 
Loew's Inc. situation was added | 
tockholders slapped a suit on! 


force him to repay the company 
approximately $3,000,000 he ob-— 


which the plaintiffs allege was “il- 
legal and unenforceable.” 

Action, instituted in New York 
Supreme Court, was filed by Louis 
and Helen Brandt, relatives of N.Y. 
exhibitor Harry Brandt. Summons 


tained under a contract clause” | 


Tomlinson faction, at its rump 
meeting last Tuesday (29), “elect- 
ed” Louis B. Mayer and Sam Bris- 
kin to the board, but the Loew’s 
management has termed the action 
“illegal” and has refused to recog- 
nize the “election.” 

In addition to the 12 nominees, 


lthe management-proposed board 


would include Vogel, George L. 
Killion, William A. Parker, John 
L. Sullivan, Louis A. Johnson, K. T. 
Keller and Ray Lawson. Vogel ap- 
parently has no intention of trying 
to remove the Tomlinson support- 


ers from the board. However, the 
new slate would give him a 16 to 3 
majority, Johnson, Keller and Law- 


son being in the Tomlinson camp. 

If the Vogel slate is accepted by 
the stockholders, it will mark the 
first time that a woman—in the 
person of Miss Hayes—has served 
on the board of a motion picture 
company. 


Served at Breakfast—With Summons; 
L. B. Mayer Defendant in Action Vs. 
His $3,000,000 Studio Severance 


Settlement with Mayer, involv- 
ing residual rights to pictures he 
produced, has been a thorny issue 


Friday (2) when a pair of minority |with the company’s stockholders 


and has been frequently denounced 


ouis B. Mayer in an effort ‘to! at stockholders’ meetings. The ac- 


tual sum of the settlement was 
$2,700,000. 

“Mayer received rich rewards 
\from the company during his em- 
ployment,” Rogers said. He noted 
that Mayer’s compensation rose as 
high as $1,138,000 in one year, that 
|he drew in excess of $900,000 in at 
least two other years, and that his 


fight disturbs some conservative 


attempted against Fortune, ‘tis 


available. The latter fact clearly 


not to tip would endure against 
to last a lifetime. Just for one 
has publicly called Joe Yogel a 


its own belligerency. 


their publication, attacking the 





Cant Keep a War a Secret 


Public disclosure of some of the actions and ethics in the Loew 


Wall Streeters. They find hateful 


the parading of lurid melodramatics and would, if they could, put 
the stopper in the bottle. But the evil genii is long liberated and 
the havoc has passed beyond fear of publicity into the inevitable 
analysis of meaning. Talk of suppressing the story (pressure was 


believed) is now singularly un- 


realistic. Both armies are fully mobilized. War is news. 
Indubitably there are some invidious candidacies now before the 

public running for either “hero” or “heel.” The vote depends 

upon the point of view and upon the amount of information made 


hints why the story will continue 


to be beyond containment. It is Nervous Nellie stuff to suppose 
the battle can be climaxed in secrecy. Imagine how long any pledge 


personal vendettas strong enough 
small private detail; L. B. Mayer 
fool. 


Sure the Loew case is embarrassing. It may well get a let more 
embarrassing. Secrecy under these conditions is a fantasy of the 
genteel mind. Nothing that is published is one-half as unflattering 
to some of the protagonists as the rumors which swarm in like bees. 

Loew’s management and Vogel have been left by their enemies 
no area of compromise. Fight they must. In its own terms the 
Tomlinson-Meyer command is itself trapped in the consequences of 


As usual there are minds which confuse unpleasant actions with 


latter rather than the former. If 


this is a mess, it wasn’t created by journalists. 





With Loew Earnings at 5c a Share, 
Vogel Points Up His Economies ; 
Schary Product Still Circulates 


Net profit of Loew's Inc., in- 








[roEW WAR BULLETINS] 


Notice of the special meeting of 
Loew’s stockholders on Sept. 12 
was mailed out on Tuesday (29), 
the same day the Joseph Tomlin- 
son rump meeting was held. 








Former Judge Simon H. Rifkind, 
who has been associated as attor- 
ney for Loew’s in the company’s 
proxy battle, is representing the 
company in legal details involving 
the filing of briefs with the Secur- 
ities & Exchange Commission. 





Former President Herbert Hoo- 
ver, a close friend of Louis B. 
Mayer’s, is reported to have ad- 
vised the former Metro production 
chief to bow out of the Loew’s bat- 
tle. It’s reported, incidentally, that 
Mayer would be willing to com- 
promise if he were made adviser 
on Metro’s upcoming production of 
“Ben Hur.” 





The Joseph Tomlinson factiofi 
scattered over the weekend. Tom- 
linson returned to his home in Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla. Stanley Meyer 
and Louis B. Mayer headed back 
to the Coast. 





Stanley Meyer, who is 44 years 
old, is the youngest man involved 
in the fight for control of Loew’s. 
Those associated in the Loew’s 
fight report that he affectionately 
refers to his father-in-law, Univer- 
sal board chairman Nate Blunt- 
berg, as Dad Blumberg. Similarly 
he calls his elder associates “un- 
cle.” However, when there’s a fall- 
ing out on same issue he reverts im- 
mediately to the “Mr.” salutation. 





Harry Brandt, N. Y. chain oper- 
ator and president of the Indepen- 
dent Theatre Owners Assn., is 
spearheading the organization of a 
stockholders’ committee to support 
the Loew’s management. 


cluding its theatre subsidiaries, 
showed a slight gain for the 40- 
week period ended June 6. Profiit 
for the 1957 stanza was $2.763,265, 
equal to 52c per share un 5,336,777 
shares outstanding, as compared 
with $2,698,261, equivalent to 5le¢e 
per share on 5,303,447 shares out- 
standing, for the similar 40-week 
period of 1956. 

Gross sales and operating rev- 
enue for the 40 weeks of the cur- 
rent fiscal period amounted to 
$121,200,.000 as compared with 
$127,992,000 for the previous finan- 
cial period. 

According to Loew's prexy 
, Joseph R. Vogel, the slight in- 
| erease in profit, although a “trifle,” 
|than that of the previous year 
| when the gross was higher “re- 
| flects the economies put into effect 
jsince I accepted the presidency 
last October.” 

Schary Influence 

Vogel, however, pointed out that 
the company is continuing to feel 
the “impact” of the pictures pro- 
duced before he took over and that 
these pictures “have been moving 
inevitably into release. . -—— 
reception at the boxoffice of these 
pictures, he explained, has parti- 
cularly affected the company’s 
third quarter gross sales which 
were approximately $7,000,000 be- 
low last year’s take. 

The third quarter, which ended 
June 6, showed gross sales of $33,- 
952,000 as against $40,553,000 for 
the same period last year. Con- 
solidated net profit for the latest 
quarter was only $34,017, equal to 
le per share, as compared with 
$808,418, or 15c per share, for the 
corresponding period in the pre- 
vious fiscal year. 

In a letter to stockholders ae- 
companying the financial report, 
Vogel pointed out: e 

“Due to the length of time re- 
quired between the inception and 
completion of a picture, the éffect 
of new productions plans made 
under my administration will not 











was served on the former Metro/a nual remuneration ran well over 
production chief shortly after 11/$500,000 per year. Rogers em- 
a.m. as he was having breakfast in| phasized that Mayer is currently 
Rumpelmayer’s in St. Moritz Hotel,| drawing $36,000 annually under 
afew doors from the Hampshire the company’s retirement plan and 
House where Mayer was staying.| “this will continue for the rest of 
The server caught Mayer a few his life.” “It is natural,” Rogers 
hours before he returned to the| said, “that stockholders should re- 
Coast. {sent this addit: nal fabulous pay- 

According to Saul E. Rogers, at-| ment under such an invalid con- 
torney for the plaintiffs, the clause tract clause.” Summons calls for 
in Mayer's contract was illegal in (Continued on page 22) 
that it provided that Mayer and 
his heirs would receive percentages 
from the profits of Loew’s indefi- 
nitely and as long as the corpora- 
tion existed. 

Mayer, Rogers further noted, 
was under no obligation to perform 
any services for Loew’s after his 
retirement “nor were his heirs, de- 
spite the indefinite and continuing 
obligation upon the company.” The 
attorney pointed out, too, that the 
approximate $3,000,000 which 
Mayer received included profits 
not only from production and dis- 
tribution but also from theatres 
“with which Mayer was not associ- 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Sid Blumenstock 
QOsear Hammerstein 2d 
Hurd Hatfield 
Sam Honigberg 
Nick Keesely 
Pinky Lee 

Sam Lurie 

Paul MacNamara 
Hugh O’Brien 
David P. O'Malley 
Paul Newman 
Hugh Owen 





damage sums ever handed out in 
a libel action, 





Rosalind Russell 
George Weltner 


ated and for which he never per- 
formed services.” 


begin to be felt until the latter part 
of this year. I am tremendously 
enthusiastic about the line-up of 
product that will be placed in re- 





N. Y. to Europe 
Julian T. Abeles 


lease beginning this fall.” 
vin He told stockholders that such 
Rube Dorin films as “Raintree County,” “Don’t 
Carl Fields Go Near The Water,” “The 


Brothers Karamazov” and “Merry 
Andrew” would be released in 
succession. 

Vogel added that the company’s 
revenue will increase from the li- 
censing of pix to tv and from the 
special telepix series being pro- 
duced by Metro. He also envisioned 
equally favorable earnings from 
the company’s record and music 


Norman Gimbel 
Arthur Hull Hayes 
Warren Hull 

Leo Jaffe 

George Margolin 
Arthur L. Mayer 
Dorothy Moreau 
Igor Stravinsky 
Helen Walpole 











N. me to = A. companies, 
Merle Chamberlin 
Alfred E. Daff Europe to N. Y. 
George Englund Norman Ayrton 
Jay Jostyn Joseph Bellfort 
Nat Lapkin Guy Bolton 
Alan Jay Lerner Max 
George Muchnic Gordon McLendon 
Lou Novins Kim Novak 
Harrison C. Reader Lucille A. Phillips 
Fred Robbins Jack Schatz 
Si Seadler William L. Snyder 
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AGONIZING APPRAISAL OF ‘SELL’ 


B'way s Got Those Downtown Blues’ 





Rally Now or Regret Late 








————— 


Bushkill, Pa. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I was very interested in a report 
in the trade press on exhibitor re- 
action to the unfortunate Metro 
situation—and especially one ex- 
hibitcr’s suggestion that an ex- 
hibitors’ committee be formed to 
help Joe Vogel instead of talking 
about the matter. 

Personally, I think that the aver- 
age’ exhibitor does not realize how 
deeply this situation effects him— 
actually it’s his daily bread and 
butter—film supplies—and I think 
the time has arrived when he 
should do something to insure that 
he gets an adequate supply of film 
—surely he does not want Metro 
to become another RKO. 

Joe Vogel is a very able theatre 
executive and his exhibitor friends 
from Coast to Coast should support 
him to the bitter end and inciden- 
tally, in so doing insure the contin- 
uation of MGM as a great produc- 
ing and distributing organization. 

Now, in order to insure that Vo- 
gel wins his fight on Sept. 12, 1957, 
I would suggest the following ex- 
hibitor action: 

(1) Every exhibitor association— 
exhibitors themselves and any one 
really interested in this business 
of ours write to Loew's today and 
request the names and addresses of 
all Loew’s stockholders in their 








area and at the same time ask for 
sufficient proxy forms to cover 
same. 

(2) This -proxy campaign should 
be on a local—or grass root level— 
with the exhibitor or his theatre 
manager’s personally interviewing 
each and every Loew stockholder 
in their area and soliciting their 
support—such support to take the 
form of getting them to sign a 
proxy in favor of Joe Vogel. 

(3) If this planis adopted—and 
if the exhibitors from Coast to 
Coast want to help Vogel it will 
give him the assistance he so badly 
needs and richly deserves. 

(4) There is another advantage to 
doing the foregoing—RKO is no 
longer with us—Metro—the lead- 
ing producers and distributors for 
many years is fighting for its very 
life. Any of the other companies 
might be the -next to be attacked 
by a small minority group seeking 
to cash in on the companies’ as- 
sets. - 

Such a demonstration of strength 
from the exhibitors throughout the 
country would have a great deter- 
ring effect on such tactics in the 
future. - Harold Auten. 


(A veteran distribution exec, 


Capt. Auten is U. S. rep for Aus- | 


tralia's Greater Union Theatres.— | 
Ed.) 





| 
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Tomiinson-Meyer Curt With Newsmen 





STUDYING 1957'S 
SUMMER SLUMP 


By FRED HIFT 


Apart from the situation at 
Loew's, the favorite topic among 
N. Y. film industry executives these 
days is the failure of the summer 
business to realize the much ex- 
pected seasonal upswing. While 
|some pictures are doing satisfac- 
tory business, a great many others 
—including several for which their 
distributors had had great hopes 
—have fizzled at the boxoffice. 

Explanations, excuses and ra- 
tionalizations range far and wide, 
but they cannot obscure these basic 
realities: (a) There are more po- 
tential customers than ever. (b) 
They have more money to spend 
than they ever did. (c) They’re be- 
ing romanced aggressively by the 
film companies offering product 
generally conceded to be better 
than average. And (d) television 
fare, despite the old movies, hardly 
constitutes serious competition 
during the hot months. 

Last year at this same time, the 
business was thriving. Why then, 
this year, should there be such a 
lack of enthusiasm on the part of 
| so many customers? 

Distribution and threatre execs 
admit they’re puzzled and dis- 
turbed. Some take the philosophi- 
cal view that this has just been an 
“off” year. They offer the expla- 
nation that, this summer, the big 
pictures were late in getting into 
the subruns; that the demand on 
people’s leisure time is greater 
than ever; that more home aircon- 





Pollack Alone Unafraid to Talk—Loew’s PR Geared  ditioners are keeping the public in 


For Speedy Feeds to Press 


If the Joseph Tomlinson-Stanley 
Meyer pair succeed in snatching 
control of Loew’s it will be despite, 
not because, of their own personal 
manners and _ public relations. 
That is the considered judgment of 
reporters assigned to the compli- 
cated struggle. 

One of them put it this way. “It 
{s almost impossiblie to give- their 
side of the case. They won't even 


stand still when approached by 
newsmen, much less answer 
queries.” 


Pointed up in a Vartety story 
last issue is the telltale importance 
of public opinion. Loew's itself 
was tardy in accepting this but has 
apparently now done so. The “raid- 
ing party” meantime does not, in 
a figure of speech, welcome news- 
reel cameras. 

Both Tomlinson and Meyer have 
been particularly gun shy of the 
press. Each man has refused to be 
accosted for questions. Each will 
not answer or return phone calls 
to their headquarters at the Hotel 
Sherry-Netherland. Only one avail- 
able to newspapermen has been 
Milton Pollack, Tomlinson's at- 
torney, who at least is not scared 
to talk over the phone. 

In contrast, Loew's is now highly 
geared for the intricate press rela- 
tions jog required in the kind ot 
fight for control of a company now 
fully launched, 

Key figures in Loew's p.r. setup 
are David Karr and Henry Hillman, 
prez and v.p. respectively of Mar- 
ket Relations Network, a company 
specializing in corporate public 
relations. Working with Howard 
Dietz, Loew's 30-year vet pub-ad 
v.p., Karr and his associates have 
been constantly available. 

Washington Legman 

David Karr, under 40, originatea 
some years back as Washington leg 
man for Drew Pearson during the 
Harry Truman regime. It was as 
Pearson’s spokesman that Karr 
showed up in N.Y. as PR and new 
accounts man at the Weintraub ad- 
vertising agency (now Norman, 
Craig & Kummel) where he was 
close to the Kaiser Motors and 
Schenley whiskey empires. 

Karr-Hillman organization oper- 
ated semi-undercover until last 
week when it came out into the 
open at the Tomlinson-called 
rump meeting. Immediately after 
the meeting Tuesday (29), Hillman 
and Lem Jones, .ormer assistam 


| 


its livingrooms; that the growth of 
suburbia and the traffic problem 
have prevented the customary 


' downtown influx. 


summoned the press to the “law- 
yers’ headquarters” in Loew's 
homeoffice. They arranged for Irv- 
ing Greenfield, secretary of the 
corporation and the only manage- 
ment representative to attend the 
rump meeting, to give a report of 
what transpired. At the same time, 
Louis Nizer, the management's 
special attorney, was present to 
give management’s reaction and in- 
terpretation of the actions of the 
rump group. 

After Nizer conferred with 


Karr—Dietz and the Market Rela- 


issue to the press a statement from 
Vogel relating to the Tomlinson 
meeting. In a little more than an 
hour, the newspapermen had the 
full story of Loew’s comments and 
reactions to the dissident meet- 
ing. 
Stalled Newsmen 


other hand, kept the press waiting 
for hours and had newspapermen 
scurrying all over town in an effort 
to get the Tomlinson-Meyer side 


rushed out of the rump meeting 
and referred all inquiries to Pol- 
lack. Latter said he would have a 
statement ready in several hours 
at his office. The newspapermen, 
he said, could call his office for 
the statement. 

Rather than relying on the 
phone, several reporters went 
down to Pollack’s lower Broadway 
office. There was no statement 
there. Nor did anybody in Pollack’s 
office know when and where it 
would be issued. When one news- 
paperman called his office, he was 
notified that Pollack had called 
and left a message that a statement 
would be issued at the .Sherry- 
Netherland at 2:15 p.m. 

Early this week, there were re- 
ports that Stanley Meyer was shop- 
ping around for a public relations 
consultant. He is said to have ap- 
proached two well-known public 
relations firms, both of which are 
believed to have turned him down. 
When Tomlinson and Meyer 
launched their fight against Loew's, 
they were originally represented 
by Tex McCrary’s p.r. firm until 
there was a falling out. 

Pollack, however, has declared 
that the Tomlinson-Meyer group 


lic relations firm. “We'll be guided 
by the court and not by ballyhoo,” 
he asserted. 





to 20th-Fox prexy.Spyros Skeuras, 


te.lpatc 


Vogel—who was on the Coast with 


tions Network execs were able to | 


The Tomlinson group, on the) 


of the story. All the participants 


has no intention of retaining a pub- | 


| There’s some guessing, too, re 
| the “saturation” effects of pix on 
tv. “People have so much cellu- 
loid thrown at them, no wonder 
|they’ve become super-selective,” 
| was one comment. 

| There is talk of something of a 
breakdown in the communications 
| lines between industry and public. 
| From this comes the uncomfortable 
| conclusion that today’s advertising- 
| promotion-publicity methods—still 
| geared to traditionalism—need a 
| thorough revamp. 

All concede that the ad-pub de- 
| partments are on the ball. Ques- 
tion posed is whether yesteryear’s 
methods, aimed often at pleasing 
the boss, are capable of bringing 
the customers to the wickets. In 
this connection there are those in 
the ad-pub fraternity around Man- 
hattan who will admit—in a whis- 
per—that they don’t think much of 
the program developed to date for 
the industry's business—building 
campaign. 

Public Is Changing! 

There appears to be mounting 
evidence that, if the film biz’s ad- 
pub methods haven’t changed, the 
public’s response to them has. This 
might clue curious failure of some 
apparently excellent films to per- 
form strongly. 

The companies still go to great 
length in arranging stunts along va- 
rious lines. Columns are planted 
with gusto. Personalities are toured 
and garner frontpage breaks. And 
yet, there are those who have fall- 
en to wondering whether this type 
of ballyhoo really connects. For 
instance, Jayne Mansfield wes in 
Minneapolis and hit every front- 
page in town. When her picture, 
“Will Suecess Spoil Rock Hunter,” 
opened in town, it did most disap- 
pointing business. 

When “Prince and the Showgirl” 
opened at Radio City Music Hall, it 
did fine business. The combination 
of Marilyn Monroe and Sir Lau- 
rence Olivier was deemed strong. 
Yet, out of New York, “Showgirl” 
lacked spirit in many spots. Ditto 
for “Face in the Crowd.” Ditto for 
“Designing Woman.” Ditto for 
“Funny Face.” Ditto for “12 Angry 
| Men.” Ditto in some engagements 
for “Silk Stockings.” Another sur- 
prisingly “soft” film has been 
| “Love in the Afternoon.” 

Fight Yesteryear’s War? 
| “Could it be that our methods 
|haven’t kept pace?” mused one 
| (Continued, en. page, 20) 











Same as Most Big U.S. Towns 


+ 





Over-Scaled? 


Minneapolis, Aug. 6. 

How far motion picture en- 
tertainment has gotten away 
from its onetime status as low 
cost amusement for the masses 
is revealed by current box- 
office seales here, local indus- 
try leaders are pointing out. 

One hard-ticket attraction, 
“Seven Wonders of the 
World,” is scaled at $2.65 top, 
and another, “Around the 
World in 80 Days,” has no 
night seats less than $2.40 
while the choicest locations 
command $2.65. 

Three other downtown mov- 
jes, “Night Passage,” “An Af- 
fair to Remember” and “Hat- 
ful of Rain,” are admission 
priced at $1.25 after 5 p.m. 
At the remaining loop first- 
runs the tap is 75¢ or 85c in 
the afternoon and 90c after 
5 p.m. And neighborhood 
houses in the earliest 28-day 
clearance slot have an 85c 
admission. 


Atty. Ben Javits 
Could End With 











Vogel's Forces 


Don't be surprised if Ben Javits, 
Joseph Tomlinson’s original lawyer | 
in the fight against Loew’s, turns. 
out to be in Loew's prexy Joseph 
R. Vogel's corner before long. The 
shift, if it takes place, will come 
as a shock to the industry, for it 
was Javits who pulled the now-fa- 
mous bluff which forced Vogel to | 
accede to Tomlinson’s ultimatum | 
for six men on the board of direc- 
tors. | 

Javits had a falling out with) 
Tomlinson just before the annual 
Loew’s stockholders meeting. The 
reason, it’s thought, was due to 
Javits’ displeasure with Tomlin- 
son’s tactics. Javits, reportedly, 
agreed with the Loew's manage- 
ment that Tomlinson be permitted 
to have three members on the 
board and that the three addition- 
al members were to be chosen 
from other stockholder groups. 
Such names as attorney William T. 
Pfeiffer, Judge Louis Goldstein of 
the Leon Lowenstein Foundation, | 
Walter Florscheimer of Sutro & 
Co., and Howard Stein of Dreyfus | 
& Co. were mentioned as possibili- 
ties. Tomlinson, however, is re- 
ported to have nixed all these can- 
didates and insisted that only the 
men suggested by Louis B. Mayer 
be appointed to the board. Javits 
and Tomlinson then agreed to dis- 
agree. 

Fortune magazine (August) de- 
tails Javits’ bluff. Javits had told 
Vogel that if the dissidents could 
not obtain six members on the 
board, Andre Meyer, head of La- 
zard Freres, would throw his sup- | 
port to the Tomlinson faction. As 
it happened (or did Javits know 
it would?) Andre Mever called 
during the meeting in a N. Y. hotel, | 
but he was merely returning an 
earlier Javits’ phone call and not 
calling to throw his support to 
Tomlinson. Vogel, Fortune re- 
ported, fell for the bluff of an 
emergency and agreed to accept six 
men on the board—three from 
Tomlinson and three from other 


stockholder representatives. As it 
turned out, however, he got ail 
Tomlinson and Louis B. Mayer | 


men, | 





Robert C. Conahan postponed 
until Friday (2) the opening of the 
Mayfair Drive-in at Slingerlands | 
(Albany suburb). Sidney Dwore,. 
owner ef the Cameo in Schenec- 
tady, is buying and booking the 
475-car. i 


|in the Afternoon” 


In big city after big city cross 
America since Worid War II, the 
decline of “downtown” has wor- 
ried department stores, hotels and 
film theatres. This is part of the 
exodus to suburbia and exurhbia, 
part of the supermarket revolution 
of the day, with television an added 
complication. Now the “down- 
town rundown” blues are afflicting 
the fabled Great White Way of 
Broadway itself. The Times Square 
area of Manhattan is getting the 
go-by from film distributors who 
are opening new films in the resi- 
dential neighborhoods. 

Most film executives as of the 
present moment stop short of say- 
ing that Broadway as an indispen- 
sable film showcase is headed for 
the scrapheap but they're emphatie 
in their view that the Times Square 
setup, with its rigidly high costs, 
which bring them to the point-of- 
no-return, has got to give—or else! 

Broadway theatre operators are 
hollering murder against distribs 
for the tendency to “desert” the 
big firstruns in favor of the new 
policy which is gradually emerging. 
Yet, going by present indications, 
the trend away from Broadway will 
continue and intensify in the 
months to came, particularly on 
the productions appealing to cus- 
tomers who couldn’t normally be 
expected to shoulder the high ex- 
pense of a downtown “evening 
out.” 

Broadway showmen admit that 
their admissions are high, but 
claim that they can’t afford to drop 
them, ~ 

On Broadway, the theatres now 
are being asked for high guaran- 
tees. In some cases, they're pay- 
ing them. Paramount Theatre is 
shelling out $100,000 to get “Love 
day-and-date 
with the small Plaza Theatre. The 
Palace, newly launched on a non- 
vaudeville, firstrun policy has been 


| splurging to get “Man of a Thou- 


sand Faces.” One big Broadway 
showcase recently made a pitch for 
an important picture and lost out 
(to a circuit preem) when it refused 
to give a $125,000 guarantee. . 

Situation is also coming to 2 
head in various other key centers 
throughout the country, including 
Chicago's Loop, where the distribs 
are beginning to bypass the down- 
town firstruns in favor of the su- 
burbs “where the people are.” 

The companies are somewhat 
torn between the practical outlook 
and their inbred traditionalism. 
“Open on the circuits, bring the 


| film to the public, and the patrons 


will show their appreciation by at- 
tending in large numbers.” That's 
one view. And it’s being realized 
—and very successfully so—by sev- 
eral companies whose execs have 
long felt that the move is overdue 

But then there are those who 
warn that the Broadway run. even 
though it may not be profitable, 
shouldn't be sold short. “It still 
sets the tenor for the reception of 
a picture throughout the country,” 
runs that argument. 

Those who hold with that view 
add that, in the last analysis, the 
type of pictures that have opened 
on the circuit and have done well 
have been the kind of attractions 
that would have had trouble down- 
town anyway, and that would have 
run into negative reviewer reac- 
tion. 

But distribution generally is be- 
coming more and more convinced 
that Broadway and “downtown” 
have seen their day and, sooner 
or later, will have to bow to the 
forces shaping economie and social 
patterns. Cited among the con- 
tributing factors are high admis- 
sions, lack of parking space, the 
exodus to suburbia, high operating 
and advertising costs, etc. 


You’ve Read This Before 
Philadelphia, Aug. 6 

A rangy Texan driving a station 
wagon with N_ Y. plates popped in 
on Mgr. Howard Kuemmerle of 
the Sedgwick Tteatre in Mt. Airy, 
Pa. Ostensible purpose: looking for 
a job. Real objective: money. 

Haul: about $200 in bagged sil- 
ver coins. 
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The Pajama Game 
(MUSICAL—COLOR) 


Secko filmusieal transmuta- 
tien of the click Broadway 
legiter with many of the origi- 
nal cast in the ple version. Big 


grosses. 





Warner Bros, release of George Abbott- 
Bianiey Denen produc (Frederick 
2 gs Robert E. Griffith & Harold S. 
>yince associate producers), directed by 
Abbott and Donen, Stare Doris Day and 
John Raitt; features Carol Haney, Eddie 
go? Jr. Sereenplay, Abbott and Richard 

issell from their e libretto, adapted 
— Bissell’s novel, “7% Cents”; songs, 

ichard Adier and Jerry Ross; original 
stage production directed by Abbott & 
Jerome Robbins; camera (WarnerColor), 
Harry Straddling; dances, Bob Fosse; ar- 
rangements, Nelson Riddle & Buddy Breg- 
man, Charles Henderson (vocal); asst. 
Girestes- Russ Liewellyn; editor, William 
Fiegier; costumes, William & Jean Eckart, 
assisted by Frank ompson; art director, 
Malcoim Bert; sets, William Kuehl; make- 
up, Gordon Bau; technical advisor, Wel- 
don Pajama Co. Tradeshown N.Y. July 
26, ‘57. Running time, 101 MINS. 





Babe 2... ..ccccvvcvccscesteves Doris Da 
BL us vccesdecesonasoeweun@es John Raitt 
Gladys 2... -crsveceeceses . Carol Haney 
PUES occccccves . Eddie Foy Jr. 
label oon Reta Shaw 
oopsie . Barbara Nichols 
lae .. Thelma Pelish 
PEOB. cn vcccccccesceseeeretese Jack Siraw 
Hasler Raiph Dunn 
Max Owen Martin 
Ast Helper Jackie Kelk 





Charlie 
renda sese ary Stanton 
ancers Buzz Miller, Kenneth LeRoy 





The inherent mobility and fluid- |; 
ity of “Pajama Game” as a stage | 
property apparently was such that, 
this almost faithful transmutation | 


into celluloid requires little physi- 
cal enhancement to impress the 
WarnerColorful filmusical, as a 
sock b.o. entry. 


True,  coproducers - codirectors 


George Abbott and Stanley Donen | 
have not slighted the opportunities | 


for size and scope when occasion 
warranted, such as in the picnic 
scenes, the labor union rallies and 
the pajama factory which is back- 
ground for some skillful Bob Fosse- 
conceived choreography. Having 
the advantage, as did many of the 


back-ol- and front-of-the-camera 
artisans and players, of longtime 
association with the original, the | 
celluloid version is an extension 
and an enhancement of the origi- 
na! 


a 
But so locked-in are the basic 
values that it's almost a foolproof 
property, and both Warners and 
the Brisson-Griffith & Prince origi- 
nal production team, which shares 
with the Burbank plant in the 
aig are in for a hefty chunk. 
fore important, the customers are 
assured of an eyeful and earful of 
compelling entertainment. 
If the film version contains a 


shade more of social significance 
in the labor-engagement hassle, 
which was the springboard of the 
original Bissell novel, ‘712 Cents,” 


from which stems the romantic con- | 


flict between pajama factory super- 
intendent John Raitt (who created 
the original stage role) and 
“grievance committee chairman” 
Doris Day (in the role created by 
Janis Paige) in May, 1954, it is a 


lus value beeause of the sturdy 


ook, ° 

Raitt, properly serious as the 
earnest factory executive and earn- 
esily smitten with the blonde and 
beauteous Doris Day, has good 


antithesis in his remantic vis-a-vis. | 


Miss Day, always authoritative with 
a song adhd now a poised picture 
personality as she was/is on disks, 
is an appealing looker. She makes 
her chore even a shade more be- 
lievable than Raitt. Carol Haney, 
recreating her soubret role oppo- 
site Eddie Foy (also of the original 
stage cast), whams with “Steam 
Heat,” aided by Buzz Miller (stage 
original) and Kenneth LeRoy (sub- 
stituting for Peter Gennaro of the 
Broadway cast). 

Reta Shaw, Thelma Pelish, Ralph 
Dunn and Ralph Chambers are also 
Broadway expatriates in the film 
version. Stanley Prager’s factory 
labor president is capably done 
by Jack Straw and Mary Stanton 
has the original Marion Colby as- 
signment. 

The Dick Adler and (now the 
late) Jerry Ross songs are as dur- 
able as when first spawned over 
three years ago and it’s a tribute to 
the Brisson-Griffith-Prince-Abbott 
team that they showcased and en- 
visioned the great talent that this 
tunesmithing team portended. The 
melodies are as durable today as 
then and the lyrics a sizeable cut 
above the conventional wordage. 
“Small Talk,” “There Once Was a 
Man,” “I'm Not at All in Love,” 
“Trust Her” are solid chunks of 
material. Some highly effective 
double-numbers are integrated into 
the librette and, like the frothy 
“Once-a-Year Day” (piano num- 
ber) and of course the standout 
ballad hit, “Hey There,” prove 
strong contributory factors to the 
sum total. 


There's a technical credit to the 
Pajama Co. which un- 
doubtedly accounts for the authori-|ingston and Ray Evans, 
tative factory scenes. The cinema-| David and Young, 
turgical credits are consistently | Vivanco are good, but nene seems|in a more sensible role. 


Weldon 


h Chambers | 


versa, on the eurfous co-bil as{ 
(not to mention 

bbott’s multiple assists on the 
book) is beside eg in light 
of the okay sum Abbott and 
Bissell had little pfoblem with 


‘Are You Positive?’ 

With the publie newly indif- 
ferent to the danger of tuber- 
culosis due to a declining 
death rate, the National Tuber- 


_—— their a original. culosis Assn. has resorted to a 
Harry tradling’s arnerColor 13%2 minute animated short 
lensing is tiptop as are all the other in Eastman color to impress 


credits. The 101 minutes running 


upon ople that the disease 
time is just right. Abel. oe hoe 


still represents a critical health 
problem. Prints in both black- 
and-white or color are expect- 
ed to be available for tv and 
theatrical distribution by Aug. 





Omar Khayyam 
(VISTAVISION—COLOR) 








Sometimes cumbersome and 15. 

draggy but lavish and colorful Produced by Edward Cullen 

romance; probably commercial. and narrated by William 
Quinn, the short is entitled 





llywood, July 30. “Are You Positive?” TB’s tar- 


H 
Paramount p 


| uction and release. : . , 
| Stars Cornel Wilde, Michael Rennie, get oad any one, the film empha 

Debra Paget, John Derek, Raymond sizes. Importance of the dis- 
| Massey; features Yma Sumac, Margaret ease to individuals and their 
| Hayes, Joan Taylor. Producer, Frank 


| Freeman Jr. Director, William Dieterle. communities is stressed 





| | pe age Barre Lyndon; soaneee, Sener through the theme of “What 
Leaulo; tockniesl Seame ichar Mhecx , : 
Mueller; editer, Everett Douglas; art di- do Rn believe? What you 
| rectors, Ha! Pereira, Joseph MacMillan see? What you hear? See- 
| Johnson; music score, ctor oung; ‘ saut or is it? me 
| songs, “The Loves of Omar Khayyam,” ing’s believing r is it? Are 
| by Jay Livingston and Ray Evans, “Take you positive’ 

|My Heart” by Mack David and Young, 


Opening minutes of the film 


at enie, de ae ae. unreel a number of amusing 
| 101 MINS. animated characters and math- 
Omar +4, Cornel Wilde} ematical tricks. There's no 
LIE, *22mteeracnseoons Michael Rennie | hint that the short has a “mes- 
| The Shah ............. Raymond Massey sage.’ Moreover, Dr. James 
eee COORD os « 5 21 ena E. Perkins, managing director 





Zarada ...... J ‘Margaret pares of the NTA, points out that the 
| WeRte coccvsece oan Taylor . ee ‘ 7 
Nizam Sebastian Cabot legend, Presented by the Na- 
Prince Ahmud . éue Perry Lopez tional Tuberculosis Assn.,” was 
Imam Mowaffak .....+... Morris Ankrum aj . . : 

| Tutush ...... . teeeenens Abraham Sofaer de liber ately omitted at the 
Jayhan ........ c)  Edward Piatt start of the short for obvious 
| Buzorg . James Griffith reasons. 





Master Herald ... 
ist Commander 
Tutush Bodyguard 
2nd Commander 


Peter Adams 
Henry Brandon 
ceeds tewe Kem Dibbs 
Paul Picerni | 


Meantime, the NTA is hope- 
ful that tv stations as well as 
exhibitors throughout the U.S. 
will eooperate in screening the 
short on a voluntary basis. 
NTA officials feel that theatre- 
men in particular will favor- 
ably respond inasmuch as the 
amusement industry’s drive for 
the Will Rogers Hospital in 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., fits in 


Static cumbersomeness of some 
of the romantic love duets, pretty 
heavyhanded between Cornel 
| Wilde and Debra Paget flaw this 
|spectacular, put well-staged battle 
and court intrigue sequence speed 
up the pace and hold interest. Net 
(of the production’s lavish and col- 





orful values is probably commer- the same category. Prints are 
cial. available through any local 
Director William Dieterle im- Tuberculosis Assn. Gilb. 





pressively handles the masses of 
|extras employed, and his staging | 
of the big sequences score. More 
|spotty are the personal relation- 
| ships, which sometime get lost in 
the grandeur, and drag. } 
Barre Lyndon script sets forth | peace ltt: 
‘mar as an oriental equivalent of | er ee 
'the later Renaissance man—poet,| United Artists release of x Victor 
‘lover, scholar, scientist and court —— production. Stars Robert Bray; 
|counsellor—ali_ in one. Lyndon | Gciph, “Richard Garland, Pred Estee, 
| weaves romance between Omar and | Booth Colman, Pamela Duncan, Gina 
his wife of the ruling Shah, against | yee! — me Jan Chaney. Pro- 
intrigue in court and the machina-|§na\ Phil Victor. Screenplay, “Richaed 
| tions of the murderous and mys- | Powell and Richard Collins, from Mickey 
|terious Eastern cult of Assassins | Shitiane, novel. Camera, Harry Neuman: 
;{which actually existed), not toj|Leven: music, Marlin Skiles. Previewed, 
mention 11th Century warfare be- jJuly 25, ‘57. Running time, 91 MINS. 





My Gun Is Quick 


Senseless blood and gore in 
the Spillane tradition. Only 
fair b.o. results indicated. 









| tween Persian and Byzantine em- | Mike Hammer ..... -.— Robert Bray 
pires. Sprinkled throughout are pins 0 Whitney Blake 
| recitations from the Rubaiyat. | Hotloway went Denald | Randolph 
| Cornel Wilde, as Omar, ts in| 22! os -- Pamela Duncan 
love with high-born lady’ Debra | Req gn 7.727700..." en Gee 
|Paget, who is bethothed to the | Maria sina Core 
Shah, Raymond Massey, for politi- | G2nesier ...1! -: a ae 


ee harles Boaz 
. Peter Mamakos 
. Claire Carleton 


eal 


reasons. Disillusioned, Omar | La Roche 
; turns to drink, verse and science 


| Proprietress . 





to drown his sorrows, but his bril- 1 ee PR tee hy Jone — 
| liant scholarship gains him ad- Fond mass ohsate Canes Terrence PR 
| vancement at court. UIE «5 « «ccast naan aa Leen Agkin 





Comes now the intrigues. Noted | Hote! Clerk .... : 
| warrior Michael Rennie, childhood | SS 

| friend of Omar, turns out to be the}, At the end of 91 minutes, the 
| secret leader of the Assassins Cult. | box score for this Mickey Spillane 
| Margaret Hayes, as first wife of |¢Pi¢ stands at seven assorted kill- 
|Shah, plots with Rennie to over- | iss, two vicious beatings of the 
|throw the Shah and his favorite current Mike Hammer (Robert 
| son, John Derek, to install her son, | Bray) and four decorative femmes 
| Perry Lopez, on the throne. Mean-| ™@king abrupt passes at him, not 
| while, the Assassins are knocking |t® mention one strictly platonic 


loff other members of the Shah’s| affair. This represents a milder 
| Spillane, fanciers of his works may 


| personal and official family. | Spill 

| Wilde appeals strongly. Rennie, | '™*!*t- 

| characteristically. able, is very| Spillane has long represented a 
| good as the ambition-ridden “Old | Saleable commodity, However, last 
|Man of the Mountain,” (a real his- | Picturization of his novels, while 


| toric personality). Miss Paget, how- | still profitable, didn’t do as well 


-..+-Jack Holland 


tractive figures and are up to un- 
demanding requirements, As gal- 
lant demimonde who gets killed 
early, Jan Chaney displays a pixie- 
ish charm. Randolph, Richard 
Garland, Peter Mamakos and Ter- 
rence De Marney are okay and 
Booth Colman is properly exaspér- 
ated as a police friend of Bray's. 
Scripting by Richard Powell and 
Richard Collins follows the origi- 


which perhaps isn’t much of a rec- 
ommendation. Scenario is liberally 
sprinkled with “hells” and 
“damns,” lending a certain shock 
value. 

Team of George White and Phil 
Victor produced and_ directed. 
They try more than the produc- 
tion is worth. 

Technical credits are slick and 
able. Kove 


Lady of Vengeance 





Far - fetched melodramatic 
plotting for less discriminat- 
ing bookings only. 





Hollywood, Aug. 2. 

United Artists release of a Burt Bala- 
ban-Bernard Donnenfeld production. Stars 
Dennis O’Keefe; features Ann Sears, Pat- 
rick Barr, Anton Diffring. Directed by 
Balaban. Story-screenplay, Irve Tunick; 
camera, Ian Struthers; editor, Eric Boyd- 
Perkins; music, Phil Cardew. Previewed 
Aug. 2, ‘57. Running time, 75 MINS. 
William T. Marshall Dennis O'Keefe 
Katie Whiteside Ann Sears 
Karnak -»..+» Anton Diffring 
Inspector Madden ° Patrick Barr 
Larry Shaw . Vernon Greeves 





SED  adncves epat eve Eileen Elton 
Re . Frederick Schiller 

enny .... -.+. Jacqueline Curtiss 
Bennett ... George*Mulcaster 
Hawley ... saeceue Gerald Case 
OS SP eee Jack McNaughton 
PMEEOE cacccccdccessucece Colin Croft 
Houseman .........-- nom Andy Ho 
Corbey .. Humphrey Morton 





Burdened with’ a contrived and 
confusing plot, import carries 
small appeal for American audi- 


‘ences. Even for the less discrim- 


inating program situations it’s a 
amateurishly produced and of a 
genre that went out many years 
ago on screen, 

The revenge 





motive spring- 


“| boards the unfoldment of the Burt 


| Balaban-Bernard Donnenfeld pro- 


fduction, with Dennis O’Keefe the | 
| only name known to U.S. theatre-| 


| goers. When his ward commits 
| suicide, O’Keefe, a driving Ameri- 
|}can publisher of a London news- 
paper, receives a last letter from 
her, asking that he wreak ven- 
geance on the man who drove her 
to her death. To comply with this 


der which will be mental torture 
before the final commitment, 

O'Keefe doesn’t have much 
chance with his character, which 
belongs in the silents rather than 
1957, and other characters are arti- 
ficial right down the line. Anton 
Diffring is the master mind, Ann 
Sears the publisher's secretary, 
both good enough artists but lost 
here, and Vernon Greeves is a 
London orch leader Romeo re- 
sponsible for Eileen Elton, the 
ward, leaving home and whom 
audience thinks is the object of her 
vengeance, Patrick Barr is a po- 
lice inspector. 

Balaban’s direction of the story- 
screenplay by Irve Tunick lacks 
finish. Technical credits are below 
average. Whit. 


Tormento D’°Amore 
(Torment of Love) 
(SPANISH-ITALIAN) 


Rome, July 30. 
SIDEN Release of a Romana Films- 
Union Films production. Stars Marta 
Toren, Massimo Serato; features Otello 
Toso, Jose Nieto. Directed by Claudio 
Gora. Screenplay, Gora, Leonardo Berco- 
vici, from story by J. A. Bardem; camera 
(Cinepansecope), Alfredo Fraile; editor. 
Jolanda Benvenuti; music, Bucchi. At 


ever, lends little but pictorial |@t the wickets as previous excur- | Sipescinema, Rome. Running time, 9¢ 
| beauty, and can’t seem to catch | Sions. On this basis, senseless bru- | (uigi’ sanz Otello Toso 
fire. jtality, murky plotting and un-|Sara . Marte Toren 


| subtle sex seems to have diminish- 


In subordinate parts, Joan Tay- ing appeal and -prospects for this 


lor, as a devoted slave to Omar, | ‘™®. . 
especially; fmpresses with fiery |°Uting seem milder. 
beauty. Margaret Hayes is good as| . Bray, as Hammer, wends his psy- 
the Queen. Yma Sumac does little | chopathic way through the piled- 
along thesping lines, as_ slave-| 0? skullduggery — surrounding | a 
companion to Kriss Paget, but her j batch of jewels “liberated” during 
remarkable vocal gymnast‘:s are a | World War II by Donald Randolph, 
production asset. Sebastian Cabot am ex - army colonel. Various 
and Abraham Sofaer are especially femmes Bray befriends en route 
good in lesser parts, and Lopez, | turn up dead in picturesque ways, 
Morris Ankrum, Edward Piatt, |emraging him further. 
James Griffith and Peter Adams; Two separate gangs are compet- 
also rate mention. | ing for the jewels, while cops only 
Technically, production is of | bluster and get lost. Final snoot- 
strikingly high order. Color pho-|ing and stabbing match on a fish- 
tography of Ernest Laszlo, with|ing boat wipes out one gang and 
assist from Technicolor’s Richard |it turns out that Whitney Blake, 
Mueller, settings of Hal Pereira | lovely femme having a torrid fling 
jand Joseph acMillan Johnson, | with Bray, is the ringleader of the 
| special effects of Jogn P. Fulton, other gang. So in the immemorial 
and costuming of Ralph Jester all | Spillane tradition, Bray turns her 
\rate individual notice. Late Victor | over to the cops with a combina- 
| Seamege musical score reflects his | 








tion of profound regret and tight- 
skill. Individual songs by Jay Liv- | lipped scorn. 

Mack| Bray has enough masculine ap- 
and Moises | peal and acting ability to do Eaice 
Misses 


ood on all values. Where Abbott | especially notable outside of pic- Blake, Pat Donahue, Pamela Dun- 
K lean and Gina Core ali display at- 


eft off and Donen began, and vice ture setting. 


ove. 


“Massimo Serato 





This last pic made by the late 
Marta Toren includes some of her 
best thesping in well-made, slight- 
ly overlong film. The intricate, in- 
teresting plot by J. A. Bardem is 
worth of remake consideration. 
Okay for lingual situations, this is 
iffy elsewhere. 

Complicated plotting tells of 
woman's suicide for love because 
the crucial letter from her fiance 
gets stuck in letter box for three 
years, thus initiating a series of 
tragic misunderstandings. Opens 
slowly, and could be trimmed here. 
but gains power and punch towards 
the end where plot melds together. 

Thesping is fine in all sectors, 
with Miss Toren moving in her 
portrayal of the unfortunate vic- 
tim of the postal mishap. Pic was 
scripted by her husband, Leonardo 
Bercovici, who also rates co-direc- 
tion credit with Claudio Gora, both 
handling chores creditably. 

Lensing and other production 
credits on this Spanish-shot item 
are unusually expert. Hawk. 





nal Spillane novel fairly elosely, | 


dull entry, ponderously and often | 


request, O’Keefe calls in a master | 
criminai to plot an ingenious mur- | 


—— 


Woman of the River 
(COLOR) 


Sophia Loren in a dubbed- 
ye potboiler. Doubt- 
0. 














Columbi i of Dino De 
Laurentiis-Carlo Ponti production. Stars 
Sophia Loren; features Rick a, 
| Gerard Oury, Lise Bourdin. Directed by 
| Mario Soldati, Screenplay. Basilio Fran- 
china, Giorgio Bassani, Pier Paolo Paso- 
lini, Florestano Vancini, Antonio Altoviti, 
| Mario Soldati; from story by rte 
| Morasia and Ennio Flaiano; dialog, Ben 
| Zavin; camera (Technicolor), Otello Mar- 
telli;) music, Angelo F. Lavagnino and 
Armande Trovaioli. Previewed in N.Y, 
July 31, ’57. Running time, 92 MINS. 


Nives eee ... Sophia Loren 
}Gimo Lodi... ..ceceeecnee Rick Batfaglia 
Enzo Cinti .. . Gerard Oury 
LUGE © icc cetbicese Lise Bourdin 

ee") Seer Enrico Olivieri 





Oscar 


This picture has two virtues: 
Sephia Loren, whose physical at- 
\tributes a la Jane Russell-Jayne 
| Mansfield, et al., are sufficient to 
| “fill” any close-up and the outdoor 
\lensing by Otello Martelli which is 
|reminiscent in its effectivendss of 
jsome of the early postwar Italian 
| neo-realist films. Apart from that, 
'“Woman of the River” shapes as 
jroutine melodrama that is unlike- 
jly to make much of a dent on the 
boxoffice. 

Since they didn’t have much of 
|a story, the seripters—there are 
six of ‘em—concentrated on the 
|part of Miss Loren, which was 
|probably wise under the circum- 
|stances. She runs the gamut from 
|temptress to lover to tragedienne 
and there’s no question that, what- 
ever she does or how she does it, 
the actress is a joy to behold. 

Yarn involves a countrygirl who 
| has an affair with a smuggler. He 
| leaves her and she denounces him 
to the police. She moves away 
|from her village and bears his 
|child. Escaping from prison, he 
|}comes seeking revenge, only to ar- 
rive the day that the child has 
drowned. Ending brings the two 
together at the funeral. 

With such trite material to work 
| with, director Mario Soldati has 
| managed to come up with some in- 
———e touches, building little 
scenes into impressive ones. 

“Woman of the River” has been 
dubbed from the Italian into Eng- 
lish, and technically it’s a good 
job except for English dialog, 
which is often poor and hard to 
take, Rick Battaglia as Miss 
Loren’s seducer does okay. Same 
is true of Gerard Oury as the poli- 
!ey officer in love with Miss Loren, 
| Lise Bourdin is pretty as a friend. 
|'They all pale before Miss Loren’s 
jextrovert performance which, in 
its lustier moments, emerges al- 
most as a caricature of. some of 
her earlier roles. No question, 





though, that the “earthy” touch 
has positive exploitation values. 
Hift. 


Unknown Terror 
(REGALSCOPE) 


Mad doctor gambit involves 
mold cultures and is also 
moldy in script and conception. 
For uncritical clientele. Pack- 
aged with “Back From the 
Dead.” 


Hollywood, July 31. 

20th-Fox release of a Regal Films pro- 
| duction. Stars John Howard, Mala Powers, 
Paul Richards, May Wynn; features Ger- 
ald Milton. Producer, Robert Stabler. 
Director, Charles Marquis Warren. Screen- 
play, Kenneth Higgins; camera, 
Biroe; editor, 
| rector, James W ; A 
Kraushaar. Previewed, July 30, ‘57. Run- 
ningtime, 76 MINS. ~ 













| Dan Mathews ............. John Howard 
| Gina Mathews la Powers 
| Pete Morgan Paul Richards 
Conc’! Pap ap May Wynn 
Dr. Ramsey «= Gerald Milton 
no oe p¥ucbeceVeccebors Duane Gray 
| Jim Wheatly cs.oc.scceuces harles Gray 
| Butler pendeee Charles Postal 
| Dr. Willoughby Patrick O’Moore 
| Trainer ....... illiam Hamel 
MD TRO, . o-cecaccccvess Richard Gilden 

| Old Indian Martin Garralaga 
SRG * pc cnBnssivsoces Sir Lancelot 








| In this variation of the mad doc- 
tor gambit, captives held in a cave 
|are dosed with foaming, bubbling 
|mold cultures. They wind up @ 
| mess and so dees the plot. 

| John Howard, Mala Powers and 
Paul Richards portray Yanks who 
come down to an isolated Central 
American village to search for Miss 
Powers’ brother, lost in a cave- 
exploring accident. They fall in 
|with sinister doc Gerald Milton 
{and by the end, it transpires that 
Milton’s been using human guinea 
pigs in his experiments with mold 
cultures. Also, Howard expires 
heroically, leaving Miss Powers to 
take up again with Richards, dis- 
illusioned in a previous romantic 
setto. 

Director Charles Marquis War- 
ren keeps things at the necessarily 
elementary level. The Kenneth 
Higgins script is distinguished only 
by its moldy quality. 

The Howard - Powers - Richards 
trio perform as capably as they 
cou!d reasonably be expected to. 
May Wynn, in a sort of Tondelayo 
role as Milton’s Indian wife, flares 
her nostrils attractively. Milton 
makes a completely despicable and 
| untrustworthy knave, in a_ broad 
i manner. Kove. 
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RACE TALES MILD TO EUROPE 








ae York Sound Track 


Gag: Sidney False to prospective client: OE can get you a great break 
in the column—you just have to die first.” 

Leonard Levinson after reading Warners ad in VARIETY says he’s 
now composing ‘Curse of Frankenstein Rock ‘n’ Roll.” 


Frank Scully in a feature story this issue mentions Josephine Baker's 
forthcoming film whercin her several ado children, including one 
white, will be on view. This feature is to be made partly in Copenhagen 
and partly at the chanfvosie’s French estate, Dordogne, where she has 
a hotel and nitery. Kary Mosley is producer of untitled autobiography 
of Baker and the scenario is by an Englishman Patrick Brown. Will 
probably be soundtracked for both French and English . . . Meanwhile 
La Baker has started a divorce action against bandleader Jo Bouillon. 


Apart from 20th-Fox prexy Spyres P. Skouras, it loeks as if very few 
of the 20th execs will elect to pick up the stock options granted them 
by the 20th board. Most say they don’t have the cash to buy the stock 
and also to purchase the debentures that are part of the deal... 
Joseph Bellfort, RKO European sales manager, in Gotham .. . “Love 
in the Afternoon” will play the Paramount and Plaza theatres day-and- 
date . . . Observation of a 14-year old after seeing “Sweet Smell of 
Success,” “I thought the police were the bad fellows in this one.” 
Robert Goldstein, 20th-Fox's British production exec, phoned Mike 
Todd from London to get “80 Day” tickets for the London run. Charged 
to overhead? 

Titie of an upcoming French film: “Without Waiting for Godot” . 
Robert Taplinger, Warner Bros. ad-pub topper, on a combination biz- 
vacation trip to Europe next week. He'll be gone three to four weeks 

. Italy’s Mareelle Girosi planning to team Gino Lollobrigida and 
Vittorio de Sica in “Ann of Brooklyn,” with Renzo Cesana (The Con- 
tinental). De Sica will also direct. Comedy, in English, rolls in Sep- 
tember .. . Darryl F. Zanuck will appear on the Ed Sullivan Toast-of- 
the-Town show Aug. 25 to help plug “Sun Also Rises.” 

George Stevens plans to launch “Diary of Anne Frank” about Nov. 
1, limning some of his backgrounds in Amsterdam but filming picture 
mostly on the 20th-Fox lot. He currently is trying to find a young girl 
between 13 and 15 for title role through the facilities of the 20th-Fox 
organization, which will conduct a search both in this country and 
abroad. While no players yet have been cast, there is a possibility that 
Joseph Schildkraut, who created father role in original Broadway ver- 
sion and currently is in national company in L.A. may be called for 
same character in the picture. 

U.S. Senate, during recent debate over the civil rights issue, has 
proven both a magnet and a backdrop for name entertainers, who have 
headed for the visitors’ galleries. Jerry Lewis visited last week. He 
was introduced and called upon to take a bow by Sen. Jacob Javits 
(R., N.Y.) who told the Senate the comic was “one of America’s great 
entertainers.” The week before, Jimmy Durante, then playing Wash- 
ington, also made the Senate gallery trip. He was introduced by the 
Senate G.O.P. leader, William Knowland, of California. Still another 
who looked in on the civil rights debate was Arthur Godfrey. Earlier 
than that Red Skelton was introduced. 

Jake Trussell, amusement editor of the Kingsville (Tex) Record, de- 
scribes his life satisfaction: “I'd rather be writing about the movies than 
anything on earth.” This is the critic who (a) almost always downgrades 
a film for being in black-and-white; (b) boxscores films as “disap- 
pointed” as well as “recommended” and (c) operates a lively “fan 
speaks” clinic which proves that professional critics are by comparison 
mild characters. 

Mike Todd has added something new—a telephone in his Rolls- 
Royce . . . Gloria Hellman, exec secretary in the WB ad-pub depart- 
ment, came up with the title “Chase a Crooked Shadow” for the 
Douglas Fairbanks production and promptly collected a $100 bonus 

. . MPAA’s exec v.p., Ralph Hetzel, off on vacation and will devote 
himseif to his hobby—painting . . . Producer William Goets in and out 
of Gotham on “Sayonara” confabs with the WB brass . . . Actor 
Charles Coburn working with his ghoster on final chapters of his auto- 
biog, “The Green Door,” spanning his 64 years in showbiz. He’s cur- 
rently-in “Story of Mankind” . . . Paramount’s “War and Peace” will 
do over $4,000,000 domestically. It'll gross double that abroad ... . 
Lethar Wolff, vet of the Louis de Rochemont outfit (he produced 
“Martin Luther”), may go into production of his own . . . 20th taking 
Jayne Mansfield on marathon press interviews via the railroad to Wash- 
ington and Boston. Press boys get their chance for interviews and pic- 
tures in relays. 

For ‘the first time United Paramount in Minneapolis is advertising 
as a sex film one of its attractions at its circuit flagship house, 4,100- 
seat Radio City here. Newspaper ads’ copy for the current “Love in the 
Afternoon” stresses that it's “adult entertainment” and “not recom- 
mended for children.” Ads start off “the whole town will be talking 
about Ariana.” They go on to say she’s “a teen-ager, French style, under 
20, but she lists 21 men in her life.” 
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- Coast Publicity Staff\ Smt este teense 


dise,” produced by Lowell Thomas 


rama process—“Search for Para- 
Hollywood, Aug. 6. 


—will have its world premiere at 
the Warner Theatre, N. Y., on Sept. 
24. It will replace the current 
“Seven Wonders of the World,” 


Hecht-Hill-Lancaster, top indie 
releasing through United Artists, 


abruptly wiped out its own pub- 
licity-exploitation department over 
the weekend. Move leaves the 
film colony’s most active indie 
producers without press staff on 
Coast, only few weeks before shoot- 
ing of next feature, “Run Silent, 
Run Deep.” 

Principals made themselves un- 
available for explanation of their 
motivation but David Golding was 
tracked down and confirmed that 
his department had been washed 
out, adding, “it came as a big sur- 
prise to me.” 

Affected by sudden cut, in addi- 
tion to Golding, were Jack Cooper 
and Eric Sokolsky, both of whom 
had been with firm 18 months. 
Golding, who started with H-H-L 
last October on one-year contract, 
had his pact extended to October, 
1958 in deal made last March. 

Move is particularly surprising 
to Hollywood since H-H-L always 





also a Thomas production, which 
entered its last eight weeks on Sun- 
day (28). “Seven Wonders” will 
have completed a run of nearly a 
year and a half when it winds up. 
“Search for Paradise” is also a 
travelog, but is said to have more 
of a “story line.” It resolves 
around the search for Shangri-La 
by airplane by a group of former 
pilots. They eventually discover, 
it’s understood, that the payoff is 
in the flying of their own planes. 





maintained active publicity depart- 
ment which has functioned, to 
large degreé, like praiseries of 
major studios. 

However, it’s believed that 
H-H-L is about to contract an inde- 
pendent pressagent firm to take 
over all functions of publicity and 
work in cooperation wita United 
Artists. 








[COMING P. UP. WHITE. Todderized Academy Award Telecast 


CHILD OF BAKER 


By FRANK SCULLY 
* Rome, Aug. 6. 

“Race Drama Tide Rising,” says 
Variety in a recent headline in 
reference to a bunch of films, cir- 
culating or readying to circulate. 
This new boxoffice flirtation of the 
Americans with the subject of 
miscegenation may prove less than 
controversial or boxoffice over here | 
in Europe. It certainly would not 
prove the bridling news in France 
or Italy that it has been in Mem- 
phis or Mississippi. Neither “Island 
in the Sun” nor “Band of Angels” 
carry much steam-up this side ex- 
cept possibly among some of the 
surviving Hitler Aryans. 

In Paris Josephine Baker, who 
is now going to project her life in 
Technicolor under the direction of 
Karl E. Moseby, has adopted half a 
dozen children of as many national- 
ities. One of them is white. She 
intends to include all of them in 
the picture and that may prove 
even a tougher rap to beat in Dixie 
than the sidelong glances between 
Harry Belafonte and Joan Fontaine 
in “Island in the Sun.” But at least) 
it should please Columnist Jake, 
Trussell of Kingsville, Texas, who. 
detests any picture in black and) 
white. 

In “Kings Go Forth,” called * 
reprint “Combat Mission,” a 
miliar battle plot is viewed M..- 
a slightly darker angle. The right 
guy, a shavetail from the North, in- 
troduces his Southern-bred sarge. | 
an impeccable character named 
Britt Harris, to his girl who lives 
in a villa above Nice and who has) 
the glossy name of Monique. Of| 
course it isn’t long before the non- 
com beats the lieut’s time. That's 
to be expected. But Joe David 
Brown introduces a new twist for 
the Alpines Maritimes. The gal 
isn’t all white. There’s some Ne- 
gro in her.. The Southern safge, 
on learning this, gives Monique the 
old heave-ho. This sets up a frenzy 
in his rival which ends in homicide 
in the valley on as grand a scale 
as was ever plotted on a planning 
board. 


Here in Rome Joe Mankiewicz is 
making’ “The Quiet American,” 
Graham Greene’s contribution to, 
the rac’al problem in love and war) 
as lived around Saigon. This time 
the feud over a Chinese doll it be- 
tween a British war correspondent 
and a member of an American 
economic commission who seems to 
be dealing in espionage and more 
lethal matters on the side. 

Messed up with the French, the 
Vietnamese, Chinese war lords, 
British interests and America’s de- 
termination to hold a line against 
the advance of Communists, this 
oriental flower, called, Phuong, 
had a hard time making up her 
mind between her old lover and the 
quiet American. 

Her old lover’ belonged to the 
British school which persists in 
calling a long-time acquaintance by 
his last name. 

Oscar Wilde hated to be called 
Wilde, preferring Mr. Wilde or 
Oscar. But I guess that was the 
Irish in him. 

The American comes out pretty 
badly in Graham Greene’s telling. 
But I thought the novel was a fair 
representation of a U.S. do-gooder 
abroad and Joe Mankiewicz is no 
slouch at appraising his own or 
any one else’s citizens at home or) 


abroad, so it should be a good pic-| 


ture. 

European nonchalance about 
mixed racial unions was evident in 
Norway, where this correspondent | 
has recently been visiting. Mrs. 


Might Be Healthy for Picture Biz; 
But Some Sniff Personal Publicity 


> 


Mike Todd's offer to singlehand- 





Cantinflas’ Viennese Story 
Goes Col (Geo. Sidney) 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 

Mexican comic Cantinflas (Mario 
| Moreno) will star in a George Sid- 
ney  produced-directed feature 
called “Broadway Magic,” but 
based on a stage success of the 
moment in Vienna. 

Sidney and Cantinflas’ manager 
+ Jack Gelman are partnered in ven- 
\ture for Columbia release. 


Arthur L. Mayer 














Arthur L. Mayer, film exhibition 
and distribution vet, will finally 
|try his hand at production. Mayer 
/has formed Princess Production 
Corp. with Burt Balaban and the 
|two leave N.Y. today (Wed.) for 
|London to start work rolling on 
a-| High Hell.” 

Picture, for Paramount release 
and largely financed by Par, is 

ed on a novel, “High Cage,” by 
Steve Frazee. It’s action melo- 
|drama. Interiors will be done in 
| London and exteriors in Canada 
and the Swiss Alps. Cameras roll 
| mid-September. 

Mayer and Balaban plan to con- 
tinue their production venture and 
may make some pictures for United 
| Artists release later on. 

“High Hell” will be directed by 
Balaban. Casting is in process. Pic- 
ture will be shot in black-and- 
white. 

Mayer's last industxy’s position 
Was as v.p. of the Council of Mo- 
tion Picture Organizations. Though 
he’s been active in almost every 
| phase of the industry, he never got 
» | to actually making pictures. 


UA Warns Theatre Men: 
Action Vs. ‘Sweet Smell’ 
Can Incur Liabilities 


Exhibitors in the Milwaukee 
area who passed a resolution con- 
demning the releasing policy of 
“Sweet Smell of Success” have 
been put on notice by United Ar- 
tists that the film company “will 
hold the exhibitors who partake in 
any such joint action accountable 
for any damages that we may suffer 
thereby.” 








a letter to Ben Marcus, head of 
by UA sales chief William J. Heine- 
man, pointed out that UA, as an 
| experiment, set up for “Success” 

a new “super availability” of 21 
days after the close of the first- 


? 


Turns Producer 


UA’s warning was contained in | 


Wisconsin Allied. Letter, signed | 


|edly sponsor the Academy Awards 
television show next year isn't 
being taken very seriously by most 
of the ad-pub heads of the film 
companies. General opinion is that 
Todd is up to one of his space- 
grabbing “stunts.” 

However, one or two execs take 
a different view, holding that the 
Todd “touch” might be a boon 
both for the show and for the in- 
dustry. Big video event in past 
years has been sponsored by Olds- 
mobile, which has an option also 
on the 1958 show. Olds may step 
aside provided the industry comes 
up with its own $35,000 to back 
the show. 

With comparatively few excep- 
tions, primarily United Artists’ Max 
Youngstein and Allied Artist.’ Mar- 
tin Davis, the ad-pub toppers aren't 
sympathetic to industry sponsor- 
ship of the Oscar show. Argument 
is that Hollywood and the business 
get a big plug for free anyway, and 
that the additional benefits accru- 
ing from actual sponsorship aren't 
worth the coin outlay. 

“The Republicans certainly have 
enough money and yet you don't 
see them sponsoring their own con- 
ventions,” was one comment. Op- 
posed to this type of thinking is 
the view that the industry, by spon- 
soring the tv show, would have a 
chance to put across the message 
in behalf of the current product in 
front of an almost guaranteed audi- 
ence. 

George Seaton, president of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Aris & 
Sciences, is eager for the industry 
to sponsor the show but it's actu- 
ally a secondary vtonsideration. 
What he wants is a “package” con- 
cession under which the industry 
will not only back the show, but 
also put up coin for other Academy 
projects. 

As for Todd, ad-pub toppers are 
playing Mister Dubious. He's of- 
fered to bankroll the show without 
plugging his own product. Opinion 
was expressed that the Academy 
wouldn't allow a single individual 
to put up the coin for sponsorship 
for the industry. At the same time, 
some felt that Todd might per- 
suade the Academy to let him do 
just that, and that the outcome 
probably would be a better and 
more stimulating AY 

Actually, there was compara- 
tively little criticism of the Olds- 
mobile commercials on the Oscar 
show last March. There was criti- 
cism of the format and the inclu- 
sion of so many of the purely tech- 
nical credits on a show designed 
| to please the public. 


Theatre Owners of America 
Head on Cheering Squad 
For Vogel Presidency 








run engagement. Instead of select-| Support for the Loew's manage- 
ing the theatres which usually play | ment and prexy Joseph R. Vogel in 
on the 21-day availability, the|the fight against the Joseph Tom- 
company decided, according to/|linson-Stanley Meyer faction con- 


Heineman, that “it would be more 
equitable to give all theatres an | 
opportunity to license this picture 
on this run.” UA advised exhibi- | 
tors that it would accept the five 
top offers received. 
Aim of UA, Heineman stated. 

was to advance the sub-run break 
| in Milwaukee, which, it felt, would 





| tinues to mount. 

Despite recent disagreements 
with Loew's over sales policy, ex- 
hibitor groups are nevertheless 
rallying to Vogej's support. The- 
|atre Owners of America, via prexy 
Ernest G. Stellings, officially took 
a stand this week in favor of Vo- 
jgel. Stellings congratulated the 


Thorlief Schjelderup has been mar- | be beneficial to theatres in the | Loew’s topper on his decision to 
ried for years to the son of a Su-| area. The sales chief stressed that | take his case to the stockholders 


preme Court Judge and himself a 
great skiier. It was her second 
marriage and her first child by a 
previous marriage was definit ‘y 
black. Her second child was just as 
definitely blond. When they all go} 
out together, which they do, no} 
race riot ensues. For their mother 
was Ann Brown, former star ~ 
“Porgy and jess,” and her mar- | 
riage has withstood the stresses and 


‘our business only can prosper” if 
istribs and exhibs experiment | 
and cooperate instead of adhering | 
|to the old conventional methods. | 
He charged that the action of the | 
| Milwaukee exhibitors was “illegal” 
|and that UA considers it to be 
{ae ‘detrimentai to the future of our | 
industry.” 








Joseph Bellfort, RKO’s continen-| 


on Sept. 12 “It is our sincere 
hope and wish,” said Stellings, 
“that you will be completely suc- 
| cessful in your effort to place the 
control of Loew's in the hands of 
| experienced motion picture peo- 
ple.” 

Indications are that an exhibi- 
| tors’ group made up of Loew's 
shareholders may be organized to 
support Vogel. It’s anticipated 


strains which all marriages have) tal manager, in from Europe yes-| that a statement similar to TOA's 


to undergo. But in Oslo she didn’t 
have the community to fight. 


i for homeoffice confabs. 


terday (Tues.) on the Ile de France 


will be issued by Allied States 


| Assn. shortly. 
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Cool Weather Ups Bway; ‘Doctor’ 
Fancy $14,400, ‘Arrow’ Fast 176; 


Silk’ Tall 1476, ‘Affan’ 756, 3d" 


Rain early Sunday followed by 
heavy downpours throughout the 
day and night proved just what the 


Broadway boxoffice needed because | $2 


this brought in the first cool 
weather in some time. An earlier 
break in the heat wave was short- 
lived, torrid temperatures return- 


ing last Thursday, being especially 
brutal Saturday (3). The deluxer 
setup got no break from newcom- | 
ers aside from new arty offerinss 
and the usual Palace weekly 
change . 


“Doctor At Large” was top arty 
theatre newcomer, winding first 
session with socko $14.400 at the 
Sutton. -Other new entrant in this 
catecory is “light Acress Street,” 
good with $8800 ovening week 
at Fine Arts. “Run of Arrow” with 
vaudeville looks to hit fine $17.000 
in first seven days at the Polace, 
where an all-film policy will be 
launched the night of Aug. 13. 

“Silk Stockings,” with stageshow, 


continues standevt through in 
third stanza at the Music Hall, 
It looks hie $147,000 for third 
week. “Affair To Remember” 
with staveshow is heading for 


solid $75.000 in third round at the 
Roy 

“Night Passage” was stout $21,- 
500 in second stanza at the Mavfair, 
and is now in third week. “Pride 
and Passion” locks to reach okay 


$31.000 for sixth round at the 
Canitol “Hatful of Rain” held 
with nice $21,000 in third Victoria 
week 

Two new pix are due to arrive 
this week. “Fire Down Below” 
preems at the Astor tomorrow 


while “Curse of Franken- 





(Thurs.) 
stein” started fts regular engage- 
ment et the Paramount today 
(Wed.) following a midnight preem 
last night ‘Tues.). | 
Stronvest herd-tieket pie still is) 
“Around World in 80 Davs,” which | 
eontinues cavacitv $37,100 in 42d | 
session at the Rivoli, where it! 
starts its 43d week today. “Sweet | 
Smell of Success” is holding with | 
sturdy $18.000 in eurrent (6th) 
week at the State. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor ‘City Inv.) (1.300; 75-$2)— 
“Beau James” (Par) (6th-final wk). 
Current week ending today (Wed.) 
looks like okay $11,500. Last week, 
“Fire Down Below” (Col) 


$13,800 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Little Carnegie (‘L. Carnegie) 


(550: $1.25-$1.80) — “Lovers’ Net” 
(Times) (3d wk).. First holdover 
round ended Sunday (4) was fine 
7.800. Initial week, $9.600. 
Baronet (Reade) (430; $1.25- 
$1.80)—"Maid in Paris” (Cont) (4th 
wk). Current week winding tomor- 
row (Thurs.) looks like trim $6,500. 
‘hird was $6,800. Stays. 
: Capitel (Loew) (4,820; $1-$2.50) 
—"Pride and Passion” (UA) (7th 
Sixth session winding up to- 


wk) 

morrow (Thurs.) is heading for 
okay $31,000 or near. Fifth was 
$35.500. “Jeanne Eagels” (Col) an- 


nounced as next = in —_ but 
opening date not set so far. 

’Criterion (Moss) (1,671; | $1.80- 
“10 Commandments” (Par) 


3.30) 

‘oth wk). The 38th round finish- 
ing tomorrow (Thurs.) looks to 
reach smash $43,000 in 15  per- 
formances. The 37th week was 
$42,500 for same number of shows. 
Continues 


Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—"Light Across Street” (UMPO) 
(2d wk). Initial stanza ended Sun- 
dav (4) was good $8,300, but more 
was expected. In ahead, “Torero 


(Col) (10th wk-6 days), $3,600. 
55th St. Playhouse (Moss) (300; 

$1.25-$1.80) — “Rising of Moon 

(WB) (Sth wk). Fourth round 


frame ended yesterday (Tues.) was 
smash $7,000 or near. Third was 
$8.500. Looks to stay at this pace. 

Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.75) — 
“Green Man” (DCA) (12th wk). 
Held with fine $6,500 in 11th stanza 
ended yesterday (Tues.). The 10th 
was $7,000. “Brothers-in-Law” 
(Cont) opens Aug. 19. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 79-$1.80) 


— “Night Passage” (U) (3d wk). 
Initial holdover session ended 
yesterday (Tues.) was fast $21,500. 
First week was $24,500. “Battle 


Hell” (DCA) set to open Aug. 21. 
Normandie ‘Trans-Lux) (592; 95- 
$1.80)—""Bambi” (BV) (reissue) (3d 
wk). This round winding tomorrow 
(Thurs.) is heading for big $9,500. 
Second was $13,000. Stays. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 50-$1.60)— 
“Run of Arrow” (U) with vaude- 
ville. This week finishing tomorrow 
(Thurs.) probably will hit fine $17,- 


Paris ‘Pathe Cinema) (568; 90-| 
$1.80) — “Passionate Summer” 
(Kings) (3d wk), Second session | 
ended last Friday (2) was mild’ 
$6,000. First was $9,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- | 
lers) (6,200; 95-$2.85)—"Silk Stock- | 
ings” (M-G) with stageshow (3d | 
wk). Present round finishing today | 
(Wed.) is heading for big $147,000. 
Second was $157,000, a bit below | 
hpoes. Stays five weeks, and pos- | 
sibly longer. 


. } 
Rivoli (UAT) (1,545; $1.25-$3.50) $14,500 


—"Around World” (UA) (43d wk). | 
The 42d stanza completed yester- | 
day ‘Tues.) was capacity $37,100 | 
for 11 shows. Previous week was | 
$37,100 for same number of per- | 
formances. 

Plaza (Brecher) (525; $1.50-$2)— 
“Constant Husband” (Indie) (2d 
wk). This frame winding. up today 
(Wed.) looks like smooth $7,800. 
First was $9,600. Stays on. 

Roxy (Nat'l. Th.) (5,717; $1.25- | 
$2.50)—“Affair to Remember” | 
(20th) with stageshow (3d _ wk). | 
Current round ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) is heading for solid $75,- 
000. Second was $90,000. Stays a) 
fourth, with “Sun Also Rises” | 
(20th) due in Aug. 21 or Aug. 28. 

State (Loew) (3,450; 78-$1.75)— 
“Sweet Smell of Success” (UA) (8th | 
wk). This week ending today | 
(Wed.) is heading for solid $18,000 | 
or close. Fifth was $20,000. | 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 95-$1.75)— | 
“Doctor at Large” (U) (2d wk). | 
First session ended Saturday (3) | 
was socko $14,400. Looks in for | 
run, 

Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (540; 
$1-$1.50) — “Escapade” (DCA). | 
Opened Monday (5). In ahead, “La 
Strada” (T-L) (55th wk), was fair | 
$3,900 after $4,600 in 54th week, | 
for $410,000 total gross on 55-week | 
run, near alltime high money mark 
here. Only “Lili” (M-G) topped it 
in length of run. 

Vietoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 50-$2) 
—"Hatful of Rain” (20th) (4th wk). | 
Third stanza completed yesterday 
(Tues.) was fancy $21,000 or near. 
Second was $24,000. Stays on, since 
maintaining steady gait. 

Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,600: 
$1.20-$3.50) — “Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (70th wk). The 69th ses- 
sion completed Saturday (3) was | 
big $31,800 a pickup from the 68th | 
week which was $30,300. “Search 
for Paradise” (Cinerama) due in 
on Sept. 24. 

World (Times) (501; 95-$1.50)— 
“Stella” (Burstyn) (9th wk). Eighth 
week finished Sunday (4) was oke | 
$3,600. The seventh was $4,100. | 
“It Happened in Park” (Ellis) is | 
due in Aug. 12. 


Pride’ Michty $13,000, 
K.C: ‘Affair’ Fast 186, 
‘ilk’ Smooth $10,000 


Kansas City, Aug. 6. | 

Stronger boxoffice entries are | 
boosting biz to a much more favor- 
able level, “Pride and Passion” 
looks wow at the Roxy while “Af- | 
fair To Remember” shapes fancy in | 
four Box Midwest houses. “Silk! 
Stockings,” not to be outdone, is! 
giving the Midland its best week 
in many months. “Beau James” is 
only moderate at Paramount 
“Around Worid in 80 Days” at 
Tower and “Cinerama Holiday” at | 
the Missouri continue sock. Weath- 
er continues miserably hot. 

Estimates for This Week 

Dickinson, Glen, Shawnee Drive- | 
in, Leawood Drive-in (Dickinson) 
(750; 700: 1,100 cars; 900 cars: 85c | 
person)\—"“Dino” (AA) and “Des- 
tination 60,000" ‘AA). Pleasant | 
$13,000. Last week, “Run of Ar-| 
row” (RKO-U) and “First Travel- 
ing Saleslady” (RKO) and “Killer 
Is Loose” (RKO) (2d run), same. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504: 75-90)-— 
“Secrets of Reef” (Indie). Mild 
$1,200. Last week, “Gold of Naples” 
(Indie) (3d wk), $700. 

Midland (Loew) (3,500; 75-90)— 
| “Silk Stockings” (M-G) and “Liv- 
ing Idol” (M-G). Nifty $10,000, biz- 
gest here in weeks. Last week. 
“Tarzan and Lost Safari” (M-G) 











000. Last week, “Young Don't 
Cry” (Col) plus vaude, $15,800. 
Launch straight first-run film 


(Continued on page 18) 


|“‘Two Grooms for Bride” (Indie) 
| (6 days), $8,500. 


|}and “Dragnet of Badlands” (AA), 


|““Hatful of Rain,” despite critical 


|up of eighth 


| “Bambi” 


| . ° 
| ‘Pride’ Giant $28,000, 
Buff.; ‘Loving’ Hot 17G 
Buffalo, Aug. 6. 
| Plenty of boxoffice winners in 
| town currently, with “Pride and 
| Passion” standout. It is terrific at 
Buffalo. Another Canadian 
is tilting big. 
“Loving You” looms big at Para- 
mount. “Affair to Remember” 
shapes great in second stanza at 
the Center. “Around World in 80 
Days” still is smash in 18th ses- 
sion at Century, total representing 
an improvement over last week. 
“Seven Wonders of World” con- 


tinues neat in 49th round at the 
Teck. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew) (3,000; 60-$1.50) 
—"“Pride and Passion” (UA). Wow 
$28,000 or over. Last week, “Sweet 
Smell Success” (UA) and “Big 
Boodle” (UA), $13,000. 

Paramount (ABPT) (3,000; 60-85) 
—“Loving You” (Par) and “Rock, 
Rock, Rock” (Indie). Big $17,000. 
Last week, “Bernardine” (20th) and 





policy night of Aug. 13 with “Man 
of Thousand Faces” (U). 

Paramount (AB-PT) (3,665; $1- 
)— “Curse of Frankenstein” | 
(WB). Opened with a midnight | 
preem last night (Tues.), with 
regular run starting today (Wed.). 
In ahead, “Band of Angels” (WB) | 
(4th wk), hit fair $20,000 in final 
nave Third full week was $23,- | 


Center (ABPT) (2,000; 60-85)— 
“Affair to Remember” (20th) (2d 
wk). Great $12,000. Last week, 


Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 50-85)— 
“Midnight Story” (U) and “Girl in 
Kremlin” (U). Mild $8,090. Last 
week, “Love in Afternoon” (AA) 


$9,000. 

Century (Buhawk) (1,400; $1.50- 
$3)\—"“Around World” (UA) ‘18th 
wk). Smash $12,000. Last week, 
$11,000, . 


Teck (SW-Cinerama) (1,200; 
$1.20-$2.40) — “Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (49th wk). Neat $7,200. 
Last week, same. 

Cinema (Martina) (450; 60-90)— 
“Bachelor Party” (UA) (2d wk). 
Good $2;000. Last week, $2,500. 


Pride’ Wow 336, 
D.C; ‘Eagels’ 126 


Washington, Aug. 6. 

Some sturdy new product, plus} 
an unusually large number of 
summer tourists, is giving main- 
stem biz a boost currently. Pacing 
town is “Pride and Passion” which 
is wow at RKO Keith’s. “Jeanne 
Eagels,” clobbered by crix, looks 
sock at the Trans-Lux. “Bambi” is 
very brisk at Loew’s Columbia. 





kudos, is not up to hopes at Loew's 
Palace but still pleasing. “Seven 
Wonders” remains steady at wind- 
month. “Around 
World in 80 Days” is great in 18th 
Uptown week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (SW) (1,490; 80- 
$1.10) — “Curse of Frankenstein” 
(WB) and “The Unknown” (WB). 
Nice $6,000. Last week, “Prince 
and Showgirl’ (WB) (2d wk), 





$5,100. 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 85-$1.25) | 
—"Affair to Remember” (20th) (2d | 
wk). Busy $17,000 after $25,000 | 
opener, Stays. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,174; 70-90)— | 
(BV) (reissue). Packing 
them with sock $12,000, despite 
large number of moppet admis- 
sions. Stays on. Last week, “Sweet 


Smell Success” (UA) (4th wk), 
$6,500. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,859; 90-$1.50) 


—‘Pride and Passion” (UA), Wham 
$33.000, despite mixed crix reac- 
tion. Last week, “Night Passage” 
(U) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Metropolitan (SW) (1,100; 80- 
$1.10) —“Curse of Frankenstein” 
(WB) and “The Unknown” (WB). 
Fast $14,000 or close. Last week, 
“Prince and Showgirl” (WB) (2d 
wk), $12,500. 

Palaee (Loew) (2,360; 85-$1.25)— 
“Hatful of Rain” (20th). Pleasing 
$17,000. Stays. Last.week, “Tam- 
my and Bachelor” (U), $15,000. 

Plaza (T-L) (277; 90-$1.50)— 
“Mademoiselle Striptease” (Indie) 
(2d wk). Trim $5.900 after $7,500 
in first. Stays. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 90-$1.25) 
—"Jeanne Eagels” ‘Col). Smash 
$12,000, but rated not up to hopes, 
Stays. Last week, “Fire Down Be- 
lew” (Col) (4th), $3,500 in 8 days. 

Uptown (SW) (1,100; $1.25-$3)— 
“Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 





18th wk). Great $21,000. Last 
week, $20,000. 
Warnér (SW-Cinerama) (1,300; 


$1.20-$2.40)—“‘Seven Wonders of| 
World” (Cinerama) (32 wk). Stays 
at nice $14,000 for 4th consecutive | 
week. Holds. 


Chi Perking; ‘Band’ Lofty, $30,000, 
‘Love Snappy 206, Moon’ Hotsy 76, 


‘Alley’ Bangup 236, 0 


Days 256 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; Le., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
rices, however, as indicated, 
nclude the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


Pride’ Boffo 306, 

Philly; ‘Rain’ 186 
. 
y; Rail 

Philadelphia, Aug. 6. 
New product is not proving as 
big a help as expected what with 
the tropical heat’s continuance and 
vacation doldrums. The 24-hour 
preview gave “Pride and Passion” 
a new high opening day mark at 
the Viking where a terrific session 
looms for the 1,000-seater. “Silk 
Stockings” is not up to hopes at 
Trans-Lux though okay. “Jeanne 
Eagels” is mild at Mastbaum 

though it was big over weekend. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (S&S) (526; 99-$1.80)— 
“Something of Value” (M-G) (5th 
wk). So-so $5,200. Last week, 


$6,500. 

Boyd (SW-Cinerama) (1,430; 
$1.24-$2.60)—“‘Seven Wonders of 
World” (Cinerama) (67th wk). Good 
$10,000. Last week, $13,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 55-$1.80)— 
“Affair to Remember” (20th) (2d 
wk). Okay $15,000. Last week, 
$19,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,250; 65- 
$1.25)—“Curse of Frankenstein” 
(WB) and “X the Unknown” (WB). 
Socko $19,000. Last week, “Bernar- 
dine” (20th} (3d wk), $7,000. 

Green Hill (Serena) (750; 75- 
$1.25) ‘closed Sundays)—“French 
Are Funny Race” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Oke $3,400. Last week, $3,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,250; 65- 
$1.35)—“Interlude” (U). Mild $8,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Monte 
Carlo Story” (UA), $6,000. 

Mastbaum (SW) (4,370; 90-$1.49) 
—“Jeanne Eagels” (Col). - Mild 
$16,000. Last week, “Beginning of 
End” (Rep) and “Unearthly” (Rep), 
$7,000. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; $2- 





$2.75) —“Around World in 80 Days” | 
(UA) (32d wk). Brisk $13,000. Last | 


week, $13,500. 

Stanley (SW) (2,900; 99-$1.49)— 
“Hatful of Rain” (20th). Good 
$18,000. Last week, “Fire Down 
Below” (Col) (2d wk), $12,000. 

Stanton (SW) (1,483; 99-$1.49)— 
“Oklahoman” (AA) and “Ride 
Back” (UA). Slow $6,300. Last 
week, “Midnight Story” (U) and 
“Gunslinger” (Indie), $7,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 99-$1.80) 
—“Silk Stockings” (M-G). OK $13,- 
000. Last week, “Bambi” (BY) (re- 
issue) (4th wk), $6,500 

Viking (Sley) (1,000; 75-$1.80)— 
“Pride and Passion” (UA). Wow 
$30,000. Last week, “Man on Fire” 
(M-G) (4th wk), opening day record 
$7,500. 

World (Pathe) (499; 99-$1.49)— 
“Secrets of Reef’ (Cont), Dull 


» 


RAIN UPS PROV.; LEWIS 
TRIM $9,500, ‘HELL’ 76 


Providence, Aug. 6. 

First substantial rainfall in three 
months spoiled Sunday (4) for 
beaches and amusement parks but 
gave a slight lift to recently slow 
Sunday biz for main stemmers. 
State is getting the most coin with 
“Gun Glory,” but it’s mild for 
house. Majestic is happy in second 
of “Affair To Remember.” Albee 
is just fair with “Walk Into Hell.” 
Strand did nicely with “Delicate 
Delinquent.” 

Estimates for This Week 





Albee (RKO) (2,200; 65-80) — 
“Walk Into Hell” (Indie) and 
“Frontier Gambler” (AA). Fair 


$7,000 or near. Last week, “John- 
ny Tremain” (BV) and “Destina- 
tion 60,000” (AA) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Avon (L-G) (527; 60-90)—“Grapes 
of Wrath” (20th) and “Tobacco 
Road” (20th) (reissues). So-so 


$1,000 in 4-day stand. Last week, | 


“Tea and Sympathy” (M-G) and 
(Continued on page 18) 


Chicago, Aug. 6. 

New pix this frame indicate a 
moderate uplift for Loop’s already 
good grosses. Another first-run 
break for the nabes 
nice frame for outly 
also. 

“Band of Angels” at the Chicago 
Shapes lofty at $30,000. “Love in 
“Afternoon should do a warm $20,- 
000 at United Artists for first time 


romises a 
g houses 


around. “Rising of Moon” looms 
sock at the Surf with $7,000. Roos- 
evelt’s “Pickup Alley’’-“Burglar” 


— is nifty $23,000 on first 
week. 

Universal’s current release, “In- 
terlude,” plays in only 18 nabes 
and ozoners including the Gary 
(Ind.) Palace Theatre and 14 of 
these are playing the U second 
|feature, “Man Afraid.” Early esti- 
mates for the 18 spots look like 
nice $90,000. 

“Affair to Remember” looms 
fairish in third frame at Oriental. 
“Bambi” shapes sock in fourth 
frame at Garrick. 

“Pride and Passion” holds on to 
a sturdy sixth set at State-Lake. 
“Silk Stockings” is boff in same 
frame at the p. 

Todd's Cinestage, now sans extra 
morning shows, stays full-house in 
18th frame while “Seven Wonders” 
has a hotsy 33d session on tap. “10 
Commandments” is still plush in 
its 37th set at McVickers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicage (B&K) (3,900; 90-$1.50) 
—‘“Band of Angels” (WB). Fine 
$30,000. Last week, “Delicate De- 
linquent” (Par) (2d wk), $23,000, 
way over hopes. 

Cinema (Indie) (495; 85) — 
“French Are Funny Race” (Indie) 
| (3d wk). Slick $2,300. Last week, 
| $2,800. 


| Esquire (H&E Balaban) (1,400; 
$1.25)—“Monte Carlo Story” (UA) 
|(2d wk). Nice $7,000. Last week, 
$11,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (850; 90-$1.25)— 
“Bambi” (BV) (reissue) (4th wk). 
Big. $14,000. Last week, $16,500. 

rand (Indie) (1,200; 90-$1.25)— 
|“Gun Glory” (M-G) and “Living 
Idol” (M-G). Fine $8,000. Last 

(Continued on page 18) 


‘Pride’ Terrific $26,000, 
Passage’ Big 116, H.0.s, 
Det.; ‘80 Days’ Boff 226 


Detroit, Aug. 6. 

It’s an in-and-out week among 
downtown houses, with the road- 
|shows holding firm and others 
spotty. Biggest disappointment is 
“Will Suecess Spoil Rock Hunter” 
at the Fox which is slow despite 
personal by Jayne Mansfield who 
received wow publicity in local 
ress. “Night Passage” looms big 
n second at the Palms. .“Pride and 
Passion” continues terrific in sec- 
ond week at the Michigan. “Around 
World in 80 Days” is riding the 
crest in 32d round at the United 
Artists after local crix’ eight-da 
trip around world was chaeniciet 
for eight days on front page of The 
Detroit Times, 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 90- 
$1.25) — “Will Success Spoil Rotk 
| Hunter?” (20th) and “Abducters” 
(20th), Slow $14,000. Last week 
|““Delicate Delinquent” (Par) and 
“Apache Warrior” (20th), $21,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
| 90-$1.25) — “Pride and Passion” 
|(UA) (2d wk). Terrific $26,000. 
Last week, $34,300, way over hopes 
;and best bet in city. 
| Palms (UD) (2,961; 90-$1.25) — 
|“Night Passage” (U) and “Public 
| Pigeon No. 1” (U) (2d wk). Big 
$11,000. Last week, $18,000. 
|” Madison (UD) (1,900; $1.25-$2.75) 
| —“10 Commandments” (Par) (36th 
| Wk). Swell $12,000. Last week, 
| same. 
| Broadway-Capiteh (UD) (3,500; 
90-$1.25) — “Teen-Age Werewolf’ 
|(AIP) and “Invasion of Saucer 
| Men” (AIP) (2d wk). Okay $10,000. 
| Last week, $15,000. 
| United Artists (UA) (1,668; $1.25- 
| $3) — “Around World” (UA) (32d 
wk). Great $22,000. Last week, 
| $21,200. 
| Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 90-$1.25) 
—*“Gun Glory” (M-G). Fair $7,500. 
Last week, “Tip on Dead Jockey” 
(M-G), $7,000. 

Music Hall (SW-Cinerama) (1,205; 
$1.50-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders’ 
(Cinerama) (51st wk). Fine $16,- 
|400: Last week, same. 

Krim (Krim) (1,000; $1.25) — 
“Silk Stockings” (M-G) (2d wk). 
|Great $11,400. Last week, $11,700. 
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New Films Small Help to L.A. Biz; 
‘Loving’ Good $101,000 in 11 Spots, 
‘Sun’ Hot 256, ‘Wonders’ Rich 396 


Los Angeles, Aug. 6. 





Lack of strong, new entries dims 
the over-all outlook this frame, Broadway Grosses 
with eee Pa by =e 
of World” st ominating for a wees ae: 
rich $39,000 in eighth frame at| Estimated Total Gross 
Warner Hollywood. It continues at| This Week ......... $495,200 
same gait this week. “Around (Based on 23 theatres) 
World in 80 Days,” another hard- Neat Beek: os: $588,000 


ticket pic, follows for a capacity 

$27,200 in 33d lap at Carthay 

Circle 
“Island 


(Based on 22 theatres) 


————____ 


Pride’ Huge 27 
Denver; Rock 96 


Denver, Aug. 6. 
“Pride and Passion” is head and 
shoulders above other newcomers 
here this stanza, being smash at 
Paramount where it packed the 
houses repeatedly. It holds, nat- 
urally. “Will Success Spoil Rock 
Hunter?” pr — - ao! Den- 
: : > ver. “Curse o rankenstein” is 
Pang Nay Posy? oe tall at Orpheum while “Affair To 
politan FWC-UATC) + 236; |Centre. Som en we st 
865; 90-$1.80)\—“Loving You’ Par). ¥ 
Good $21,000. Last week, Orpheum, Estimates for This Week 
“Curse of Frankenstein” (WB) and! Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; $1.25-$1.50) 





in Sun” is setting the 

ace in regular situations, with 
| od $25,000 in second week for 
four theatres. “Loving You” looks 
good $21,000 in three first-runs 
plus $80,000 or a bit better at one 
nabe and seven ozoners making it 
leader of new bills. 

“Gun Glory” with “Tarzan” 
looms mild $21,000 or near inthree 
spots. “Affair to Remember’ is 
hitting stout 000 in third Chin- 
ese week “Pride and Passion” 
shapes sturdy $12,300 in sixth Fox 
Wiltshire round, “10 Command- 
ments” is strong $16,000 in 38th 
Warner Beverly frame. 


“XX. Unknown” (RKO-U) (m.o.)|—“10 Commandments” (Par) (2d 
$3,900. Iris, with State, E] Rey,| wk). After 13 weeks at the Den- 
“Something of Value” (M-G);ham. Big $12,000. Last week, 
$13,600; Four Star, “Moon Is Blue” | $13,000. 


(UA) and “Barefoot Contessa (UA) 
(reissues), $2,700. 

Hillstreet, New Fox, Uptown 
(RKO-F WC) (2,752; 965; 1,715; 80-| noon” (AA) (2d wk), $8,500. 
$1.80) “Beyond Mombasa” (Col)| Denham (Cockrill) (1,428: 70-90) 
and “The Strange One” (Col). Slow | “Loving You” (Par) (3d wk). Fair 
$10,700, Last week, Hillstreet with | ¢4.000. Last week, $7,500. 


Centre (Fox) (1,427; 70-$1.25)— 
“Affair To Remember” (20th). Big 
$14,000. Last week, “Love in After- 





Hawaii, Fox Beverly, “Delicate a 
Delinguent” (Par) plus second na (Fox) (2,525; 70-90) Tr 
features (2d wk), $15,000; New Fox, (20th uccess Spoil Rock Hunter? 
Uptown, Downtown Paramount, il ) and Abducters {20th). 
“Teen-age Werewolf” (Al) and “In- | Mild $9,000. Last week. “Giant 
vasion Saucer Men” (Al), $19,600, | Claw” (Col) and “Night World Ex- | 
State, Wiltern, Hawaii (UATC; | Ploded ‘Col), $8,000. , 
SW: G&S) (2.404; 2,344; 1,106:|,, Lakeshore Drive-In (Monarch) 
80-$1.80)—“Gun Glory” (M-G) and {1,000 cars; 75¢)— Dino (AA) and 
“Tarzan and Lost Safari” (MG), | Destination 60,000" (AA). Good 
Mild $21,000 or close. Last week, | $5,000. Last week, Midnight Sto- 
Wiltern with Downtown, Holly- | TY (U) and “Joe Dakota” (U), 
wood, “Night Passage” (U) and | $700 


Monaco Drive-In (Wolfberg) (800 
|cars; 75c)—‘“Monster from Green 
|Hell” (DCA) and “Half Human” 
(DCA). Trim $4,500. Last week, 
/on subsequents. 


Coutinued on page 18) 


‘Silk’ Rousing $12,000, 


\*‘Arrow’ Okay $8,000, 
Seattle; ‘Loving’ 7G 


Seattle, Aug. 6. 

With the city’s annual “Seafair”’ 
|eelebration just started, some of 
|new pix currently are taking it on 
chin. However, “Run of Arrow” is 
rated okay at Coliseum and “Lov- 
ing You” still is good in second 
Fifth Avenue stanza. “Around 
World in 80 Days” also is great on 
extended-run at the Blue Mouse. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 
$1.50-$2.50)—“Around World” (UA) 
(16th wk). Swell $12,000. Last week, 
$12,400. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,870; 90- 
$1.25)—“Run of Arrow” (U) and 
“Suicide Mission” (Col). Okay 
$8,000. Last week, “Delicate Delin- 
quent” (Par) and “Spin Dark Web” 
(Col) (2d wk), $9,200. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,500; 
$1-$1.50)—“Loving You” (Par) and 
“Lure of Swamp” (20th) (2d wk). 
Good $7,000. Last week, $10,800. 
| Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 90- 

$1.25\—“Curse of Frankenstein” 
| (WB) and “X the Unknown” (WB). 
| Just okay $4,000. Last week, “St. 
| Joan” (UA), $3,200. 

| Musie Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 90- 
$1.25)\—“Band of Angels” (WB). 
| Slow $6,000. Last week, “Curse of 
| Frankenstein” (WB) and “X, Un- 
| known” (WB), $8,200. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 90- 
| $1.25\—“Silk Stockings” (M-G) and 
| “7th Sin” (M-G). Fair $7,000. Last 
|}week, “Night Passage” (U) and 
“Kettles. on McDonald Farm” (U) 
| (2d wk), $5,000 in 5 days. 
| Paramount (SW-Cinerama) (1,- 
| 282; $1.20-$2.65)—“Cinerama Holi- 
|day” (Cinerama) (15th wk). Big 
$12,000. Last week, $11,768. 


Lewis Wham 356, 
Hubs ‘Silk’ $29,000 


Boston, Aug. 6. 

Rain Sunday (4) followed by 
much cooler weather plus a rash 
of new product is boosting biz cur- 
rently. “Delicate Delinquent” is 
smash at Paramount and Fenway, 
|for best take in sometime at these 
houses. “Silk Stockings” shapes 
|jsmooth at State and Orpheum 
while “Hatful of Rain” is big at 








|Astor. “Night Passage” is sturdy 
jat the Memorial. “Affair to Re- 
|}member” looks neat in second 
round at the Metropolitan. 


|“Around World in 80 Days” is 
| great in 18th session at Saxon. 
“Seven Wonders of World” looms 
| terrific in 50th round at the Boston. 
Estimates for This Week 


New Pix Perk Mpls.; ‘Passage’ Great 
126, ‘Afair’ Wow 11146, Bambi’ 106 





Key City Grosses 


Estimaied Total Gross 

This Week ... $2,934,500 
(Based on 22 cities and 253 

theatres, chiefiy sirst runs, in- 

cluding N. Y.) 

Total Gross same Week 

Last Year .........$2,741,500 
(Based on 23 cities and 234 

theatres.) 


‘Passage’ Slick 





Omaha, Aug. 6. 

Biz shapes okayish this week at 
downtown first-runs despite only 
two new entries. “Beginning of 
End” is big at the Omaha, while 
“Night Passage” is torrid at Or- 
pheum. Of holdovers, “Prince and 
Showgirl” is just okay at Brandeis, 
but “Bambi” is still big at the 
State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 75-90)— 
“Prince and Showgirl” (WB) and 
“Pawnee” (Rep) (2d wk). Okay 
$2,500 or near. Last week, $3,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,066; 75-90) 
—Beginning of End” (ABPT) and 
“Unearthly” (ABPT) with Gene 
Vincent stageshow added Sunday 
and Monday.. Husky $8,500 or 
close. Last week, “Lonely Man” 
(Par) and “Two Grooms for Bride” 
(20th), $5,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2,980; 75- 
90)—“Night Passage” (U). Slick 
$10,000 or near. Last week, “Beau 
James” (Par), $9,000. 

State (Goldberg) (850; 75-90)— 
“Bambi” (BV) (reissue) (2d wk). 
Trim $5,500 after $8,500 debut. 


Tammy’ Terrif $14,000, 
Indpls.; ‘Loving’ Lively 
126, ‘10C’s’ 156, 27th 


Indianapolis, Aug. 6. 
Biz is socko at most first-run sit- 
uations here this stanza. “10 Com- 
mandments,” which closed Aug. 4 
after 27 weeks at Lyric, enjoyed 








$10,000 in Omaha 


Minneapolis, Aug. 6. 

Four sturdy newcomers and same 
;number of potent holdovers are 
| pulling throngs into the Loop cur- 
rently. Two fresh entries, “Affair 
}to Remember” and “Night Pas- 
| sage,” command advanced admis- 
| sions. A third, “Love in Afternoon,” 
is winning crix praise but is only 
mild. “I Was a Teen-age Werewolf” 
looks tall. 

It’s a full year now for “Seven 
Wonders’ of World” and a fourth 
week for “Around the World in 80 
Days,” the two hard-ticket pix, 
both still high in the money. Two 
other holdovers, “Loving You” and 
“Hatful of Rain,” in second weeks, 
continue sturdy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Academy (Mann) (847: $1.50-- 
$2.65)—“‘Around World” (UA) (4th 
wk). Holding to a consistently near- 
|capacity pace. Great $18,000. Last 


| week; ditto. 
| Century (SW-Cinerama) (1,150; 
| $1.75-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders’ 
| (Cinerama) (52d wk). This remark- 
j}able run has now hit full year 
|mark, but patronage holds up 
j}amazingly. Socko $16,000. Last 
| week, $16,500. 
| Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85-90)— 
| “I Was Teen-age Werewolf” (Indie) 
jand “Invasion of Saucer-Men” 
(Indie). Great $8,000. Last week, 
'“Man on Fire” (M-G) (2d wk), 
$2,800. mn 
| Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 90-$1.25)— 
| “Affair to Remember” (20th). They 
| don’t seem to mind paying tilted 
| prices to see this one. Smash $11,- 
|500. Last week, “Delicate Delin- 
| quent” (Par) (2d wk), $7,500 in 6 
days at 90c top. 
| Radio City (Par) (4,100; 85-90)— 
|" Love in Afternoon” (AA). Much 
praise for this one but it’s off to a 
|disappointing start. Moderate 
, $9,000 looms. Last week, “Will Suc- 
;cess Spoil Rock Hunter?” (20th), 
| $5,800 in 6 days. 
| RKO Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 75- 
90\—“Bambi” (BV) (reissue). Hep 
at $10,000. Last week, ‘Silk Stock- 
ings” (M-G) (2d wk), $5,500. 
} RKO Pan (RKO) (1,800; 90-$1.25) 
|—“Night Passage” (U). At upped 
}ante this super-Western, boasting 
| Jimmy Stewart and Audie Murphy, 
| is bringing in lots of shekels. Great 
|$12,000 or near. Last week, 
|““Trooper Hook” (UA) and “Hidden 
| Fear” (U) split with “Peacemaker” 
|(UA) and “Buckskin Lady” (UA), 
$4,000 at 90¢ top. 

State (Par) (2,300; 85-90)—‘‘Lov- 
jing You” (Par) (2d wk). Big $8,000. 
Last week, $15,000 





é ’ 

Balto; Passage Fat 96, |““Curse of Frankenstein” (WB) and| Aster (B&Q) (1,372; 90-$1.50)— 
P . 9 ° “X the Unknown” (WB). Tall $15,- “Hatful of Rain” (20th), Big $23,- 
Loving Solid 956 Id 000. Last week, “Gun Glory” (M-G) | 000 or near. Last week, “10 Com- 

: ’ |and “Seventh Sin” (M-G), $7,000.;mandments” (Par) (37th 
Baltimore, Aug. 6. Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200; 90- | $18,000. 

Biz this frame isn’t too strong $1.25)—“Pride and Passion” (UA). | 

but there are some big guns at the | Smash $27,000. Last week, “Night | 90-$1.25) — “Nana” (Times) (4th 


wickets Healthy holdovers and | Passage” (U) (2d wk), $13,000. wk). Fine $8,500. Last week, 
three bright new entries are help-| Tabor (Fox) (930; $1.25-$2.56)— | $10,000. 

ing, too. “Silk Stockings” is tall) “Around World in 80 Days” (UA)| Boston (SW-Cinerama) (1,354; 
at the Hippodrome, “Night Pas-/ (12th wk). Good $9,000. Last week, | $1.25-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders” 
sage” is hefty at the Mayfair while | same. |(Cinerama) (50th wk). Stout $15,- 


“Bambi” is nice at the Stanley.| Vogue Art (Sher-Shulman) (442: 1000. Last week, $14,000. 


“Loving You” looks solid in second | 75-90)—"“Green Man” (DCA) (24 Exeter (Indie) (1,200; 60-$1.25)— 
frame at Century and “Affair To| wk). Good $1,500. Last week, | “Green Man” (DCA), Opened Sun- 
Remember” is big in second week | $2,000. |day (4). Last week, “French Are 
at the New. “Around World in 80; West Drive-In (Wolfberg) (750| Funny Race” (Cont) (4th wk), 
Days” shapes terrific in 33d round | cars; 75c)—‘“Monster from Green | $6,500. 
at Film Center. |Hell” (DCA) and “Half Human”| Fenway (NET) (1,373; 60-$1.10) 
Estimates for This Week | | (DCA). 
Century (Fruchtman) (3,100; 50- on subsequents. ' 
$1.25\—"Loving You” (Par) (2d - 
wk Smooth $9,500, after $20,000 


(Continued on page 18) 








wk), | 


Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (678;| 


Good $3,600. Last week,|—‘Delicate Delinquent” (Par) and | 


big last minute rush to lead the| Suburban World (Mann) ‘800; 85) 
city again. “Tammy and Bache-| —“Nana” (Indie). Big $2,500. Last 
lor” is easily top newcomer with! week, “Bed of Grass” (Indie) (2d 
holdover likely at*Circle. “Loving | wk), $1,000. 
| You” is nice at the Indiana. “Af-| World (Mann) (400: 85-$1.25)— 
fair To Remember” is okay in| “Hatful of Rain” (20th) (2d wk). 
third week at Keith's. Potent $4,500. Last week, $5,500. 
Estimates for This Week 


Cirele (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; ‘Eag ? 06, 
60-90)\—""Tammy and _ Bachelor” | els Wow 2 New 











(U) and “Man Afraid” (U). Great . ‘ Dp: 
$14,000, Last week, Let's Be| Frisco Ace; ‘Curse’ Big 
Happy” (‘AA) and “Destination 9 T Ni i56 
60,000" (AA), $6,000. 36, 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 60-90)— ammy lice | 





“Loving You” (Par) and “Lonely 3 San Francisco, Aug. 6. 
|Man” (Par). Fine $12,000. Last} Biggest coin total currently is 
week, “Night Passage” (U), $10,000.| being racked up by “Curse of 
Keith’s (C-D) (1,200; 75-$1.25)— | Frankenstein” at huge Fox Thea- 
“Affair to Remember” (20th) (3d | tre. However, easily the best show- 
wk). Oke $6,500 or about $26,000|ing is being made by “Jeanne 
for three stanzas. | Eagels,” which is rated terrific at 
Loew’s (Loew) (2,427: 60-85)—/the much smaller St. Francis The- 
“Silk Stockings” (M-G) and “Liv-|atre. “Tammy and Bachelor” 
ing Idol” (M-G). Mild $7,000. Last |looms nice at Golden Gate while 
week, “Tarzan and Lost Safari” | “Loving You” shapes good at Par- 
(M-G) and “Decision Against | amount. “Pride and Passion” looks 
Time” (M-G), $5,500. smash in third United Artists 
(C-D) (900; $1.20-$2.20)— | stanza. 


“10 Commandments” (Par) (27th! Estimates for This Week 
wk). Great $15,000. Last week,| Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; 90- 
$13,000, Closed Aug. 4, with | $1.25)—“Tammy and Bachelor” (U) 


“Around World in 80 Days” (UA)|and “Pawnee” (Rep). Nice $15,000 


“ Sik Hotsy $16,000 in Cincy; Rock 
Cinema ‘(Schwaber) (460; 50- t 

$1.25)—"10 Commandments” (Par) 0 SY ? in Icy; 0c 

(3d wk). Nice $3,000 after $3,500 

last frame ' 9 . 
Film Centre (Rappaport) (890; 0 

$1.25-$2.255 — “Around World” 9 

(UA) (33d wk). Mighty $10,500. . 

Last week, same, Cincinnati, Aug. 6. |“Raising a Riot” (Indie), Okay 
Five West (Schwaber) (460; 50-| “Silk. Stockings,” top runner of | $1,600. Last week, “American 

$1.25)—“Reach For Sky” (Rank) | three new bills, shapes hotsy at | Pastime” (M-G) (3d wk), $1,100. 


(3d wk). Okay $2,500 after $3,500 flagship Albee this week in hold- 
in second. ing the downtown total above par 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300;|in this dog day period. “Tip on 
50-$1.25)—"Silk Stockings” (M-G).| Dead Jockey” appears fairish at 
Smooth $12,000. Last week, “Deli-| Palace. Third newcomer, “Will 
cate Delinquent” (Par) (2d wk),| Success Spoil Rock Hunter?” is a 
$7,000 ; suburban starter in the huge Twin 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 50-$1.25)—/| Drive-In and in swell tempo. 
“Night Passage” (U). Brisk $9,000.|“Pride and Passion” is sock at 
Last week, “Midnight Story” (U),/ Grand in holdover, Long runners 
$5 000 ne |“Seven Wonders of World” and 





New ‘Fruchtman) (1,600; 50-| “Around World in 80 Days” main- 

$1.25 “Affair to Remember” tain powerful paces. 

— 2d wk). Sock $14,000 after | Estimates for This Week 
15,000 opener. 


| 
Playhouse (Schwaber) (410; 50-| “Silk Stockings” ‘(M-G). Hotsy 


$1.°5)\—"‘Bachelor Party” (UA) (8th | $16,000. Last week, “Band of An- | 
wk Good $4,000. Last week, gels” (WB), $14,000. 
ditto |. Capitel (SW-Cinerama) (1,376; 
Stanley (SW) (3,200; 50-$1.25)— | $1.20-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders” 
“Bambi” (BV) (reissue), Fair|(Cinerama) (61st wk). Sock $18,-| 
$9.500. Last week, “Band of An-| 000. Last week, $19,500 with boost 
gels” (WB), $9,000. from extra show. 
Town (Rappaport) (1,400; 50-| Grand (RKO) (1,400; 90-$1.50)— 
$1.25)--"Gun Glory” (M-G). Slow “Pride and Passion” (UA) (2d wk). 
$6,500. Last week, “20 Million | Smash $16,000 after $18,500 preem. 


Miles Earth” (Col) and “27th aes Holds indef. 


(Col), $7,000, Guild (Vance) (300; 50-90)— 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 96-$1.25)— | 


| Hyde Park (Shor) (617; 50-90)— 
“Young and Passionate” (Indie) 
|(m.o,) (2d wk). Normal $1,000. 


|Same last week, 
| Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 
|“Bambi” (BV) (2d wk). Big $9,000 


| following $12,500 bow. 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 90-$1.10)— | 


cgming in this week. 


‘ROCK’ NSG $25,000, 
TORONTO; ‘LOVE’ 116 


Toronto, Aug. 6. 
Current week's biz is being 
helped by newcomers. “Will Suc- 








jor close. Last week, “Nizht Pas- 
|}sage” (U) and “Spook Chasers” 
|(AA) (2d wk), $8,500. 

| Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50)-— 
“Curse of Frankenstein” (WB) and 
“X, The Unknown” (WB). Sock 
$23,000. Last week, “Affair To 
Remember” (20th) and “Abduc- 
|tors” (20th). (2d wk), $13,500. 

| Warfield (Loew) (2,656; 90-$1.25) 


“Tip on Dead Jockey” (M-G). Fair-| cess Spoil Rock Hunter?” into four |—“filk Stoekings” (M-G) (3d wk). 


ish $8,500. Last 
| You” (Par), $11,000. 
Twin Drive-In (Shor) (1,550 
}ears; 90c)— “Will Success Spoil 
Rock Hunter?” (20th). Swell $12,- 
000 for this ozonér where first-runs 
are rare. Jayne Mansfield, starrer, 
made a personal opening night 
when pix was shown on both sides 
of double setup, and with 3,100-car 
capacity. 


Valley (Wiethe) (1.300; $1.50- 
$2.50)—“‘Around World” (UA) (8th 
wk). Holding 


tempo in wake of $19,400 seventh 
stanza. Exceptional for Cincy are 
consistent Wednesday matinee and 
Saturday night sellouts. 


| here shapes just okay. “Admirable 
Crichton” into a fivehouse Arthur 
| Rank setup is rated very big. Lead- 
| ing the holdovers is “Sweet Smell 
of Success,” trim in third frame. 
“Night Passage” looms very nice 
jand “Love in Afternoon” is good, 
|both_in second stanzas. “Slander” 
| looks slow in four spots, opening 
frame. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Carliten ‘Rank) (2,518; 60-$1)— 


| Good $8,000. Last week, $10,000. 
Christie, Colony, Danforth, Hum- 


| ber, Hyland (Rank) (877; 838; 1,330; 
| 


(Continued on page 18) 


week, “Loving | Famous Players (Canadian) houses | Fine $8,000 after $10.500 last week. 
Paramoun 


t (Par) (2,646; 90-$1.25) 
—*“Loving. You” (Par) and “Calyp- 
so Heat Wave” (Col). Good $17,000 
|or near. Last week, “Delicate De- 
|linquent”’ (Par) and “Oklahoma 
Woman” (Indie) (2d wk), $11,000. 
St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 90-$1.25) 
—"“Jeanne Eagels” (Col). Terrific 
| $20,000. Last week, “I Was Teen- 
| Age Werewolf” (AI) and “Invasion 
| Saucer Men” (AI), $12,000. 
| Orpheum (SW-Cinerama) 





1,458; 


to wham $19,000| “Island in Sun” (20th) (5th wk). | $1.75-$2.65)—“Seven Wonders of 


| World” (Cinerama) (37th wk). Hep 

| $20,500. Last week, $20,900. 

| United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
(Continued on page 18) 
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TO LIGHT UP 
HEMINGWAY'S 
BOLOEST =i; 
LOVE STORY 
NOONE 
DARED FILM | 
UNTILNOW! 
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\ ry CENTURY-FOX J 
presents 


Tyrone Ava ; Mel Errol. Eddie 


| POIWER-GARDNER-FERRER FLYNN ALBERT | 


Min DARRYL F. ZANUCK'S production of ERNEST HEMINGWAY'S 
\ \ 
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CINEMAS COPE isecinseaose oe, 'S"* HENRY KING "ss DARRYL F. ZANUCK *"s" PETER VIERTEL 


Featuring GREGORY RATOFF « JULIETTE GRECO + MARCEL DALIO + andes DANIELL and cakeor EVANS + Based on the Nov = by Ernest Hemingway 


INTERNATIONAL 


VARIETY 


‘VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 
& St. Martin's Place, Trafalgar Square 





West 
‘Manuela’ Sock 


End Big; ‘Sun’ Mighty $12,000, 


8146, 2d, ‘Monster’ 


Dicker Tommy Steele, 
Brit. Rock ’n’ Roll Rage 
For U.S. Film Showcase 


London, August 6. 
British rock ’n’ roller Tommy 





end of the deal is being handled 


. 6 rs ’ : Steele is being dickered to make 
0, In a Hollywood picture. The London 


London, July 30. 

Three strong new bills and two 
stout holdovers lead the field in 
current first-run returns in the 
West End. “Island in Sun” made a 
smart start at the Carlton, where 
it was launched with a Royal Char- 
ity preem attended by Princess 
Margaret. It looks set for a wow 
$12,000 or more on first frame. 

“Manuela” hit a fancy $11,000 in 
its opening sesh at Q@eon, Marble 
Arch. It’s $8,500 in second. ‘“Mon- 
ster that Challenged World” and 
“The Vampire” duai combo set a 
new record at the London Pavilion, 
with four screenings a day, at 
$9,600. Second week looks smash 
$8,500. 

“Around World in 80 Days” at 
the Astoria continues capacity 
fourth frame, like previous ones, 
being $12,600 for nine perform- 
ances. “Prince and. the Show- 
girl’ continues standout at the 
Warner, fourth stanza being great 
$11,700. Fifth stiil leoms big at 
$11,000. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Astoria (CMA) (1,474; $1.20-$2.15) 
—"Around World” (UA) (4th wk). 
Capacity as usual, with $12,600 for 
nine performances. Will be running 
10 shows a week from mid-August, 
which inevitably. Last week, same. 

Carlton (20th) (1,128; 70-$2.15)— 
“Island in Sun” (2Cth). Opened in 
great style, with sock $12,000 or 
more looming on full frame. 

Casino (Indie) (1,337; 70-$2.15)— 
“Cinerama Holiday” (Indie) (78th 
wk). Better than for many weeks, 
with fancy $20,000. 

Empire (M-G) (3,099; 55-$1.70)— 
“The Shiralee’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Current run closing at fair $9,000. 
Average $9,500 in previous sesh. 


“Silk Stockings” (M-G) , opens 
Aug. 1. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 50-$1.70) 
—"Hell Drivers” (Rank). Likely 
fair $6,100. 


Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1,376; 50-$1.70)\—“Sweet Smell of 
Success” (UA) (3d wk). Heading for 
stout $7,300. Last week $8,100. 
“ove in Afternoon” (ABP) preems 
Aug. 1 

London Pavilion (UA) (1,217; 50- 
$1.70)——"‘Monster that Challenged 
World” (UA) and “The Vampire” 
(UA) (2d wk). Heading for smash 
$8,500 or near. Opening round set 
new house record of $9,600 for four 
shows daily. 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2,200; 50-$1.70)—“Miracle in Soho” 
(Rank) (3d wk). Moderate $4,200. 
Last week $4,600. “Across Bridge” 
(Rank) opens Aug. 1. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) (2,- 
200; 50-$1.70)— “Manuela” (BL) 
(2d wk). This week looks big $8,- 
500 or near. Opening frame, hy- 


poed by Royal preem, hit fancy 
$11,000. “Night Passage” (Rank) 
set as next pic. 

Piaza (Par (1,902; 70-$1.70)— 
“Beau James” (Par) (3d wk). 
Average $6,400. “Gun Fight at O.K. 
Corral” (Par) opens Aug.2. 

Rialto (20th) (592; 50-$1.30)— 
“Wayward Bus” (20th) (2d wk). 
Neat $4,700. Last week $5,000. 

Ritz (M-G) (432; 50-$1.30)-- 


“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Okay $2,500 or near. First 
week $3,000. 

Studio One (APT) (600; 30-$1.20) 
~—Westward Ho, Wagons” (Disney) 
and “Disneyland USA” (Disney) 
(6th wk). Fair $2,200. 

Warner (WB) (1,785; 50-$1.70)— 
“Prince and Showgirl” (WB) (5th 
wk). Still big with likely $11,000 


Mex Film Revenue Off 
In 3 Latin Countries 


Mexico City, July 30. 

An alarming drop in Mexican pix 
revenue in former top markets, 
Puerto Rico, Brazil and Chile, and 
a sharp dip in Bolivia was revealed 
by the Mexican Film Producers 
Assn. Coin devaluation headaches 
in Chile was cited as the top fac- 
tor for the slump in that country. 

The announcement said _ that 
Brazil which long had been good 
for 45 films yearly is now down to 
25 annually. No reason was given 
for the decline. But it is far worse 
in Bolivia which plays no Mexican 
pix at all now, a blow attributed to 
the political-economic situation in 
that country. 
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Bar Britishers From ‘Bar’ 
London, Aug. 6. 

A couple of Britishers, see- 
ing the sign, “American Bar,” 
in the Savoy Hotel, joined the 
crowd waiting to go in. 

At the door they were turned 
away by the management, 
which had the law on its side. 
It was a meeting of the Ameri- 
can Bar Assn. 


Mexican Tours Big 


Tho No ‘Spenders 


Merico City, July 30. 
Tourists, mostly Americans, left 
$162,600,000 in Mexico during the 
first four months of this year, a 
marked hike from visitor spending 
of $142,500,000 during the same 
period of 1956, reported the Bank 
of Mexico’s economic studies dept. 
The bank counts upon tourist 
spending during the second half of 
1957 to make Mexico's foreign 
trade balance at least jess favor- 
able than it was up to June 30. 
American tourism is increasing, 
despite all that is being said to 
the contrary,” reiterated the gov- 
ernment’s tourist department. 
Hotel circles are lamenting that 
rich Americans are spurning Mex- 
ico in preference to Europe, Can- 
ada and Hawaii. Most trippers 
from stateside nowadays are folk 
of limited means—ruralities, white 
collar workers, small merchants, 
and hinterland teenagers 


FFF ooe 








issue) 





Karachi, Pakistan Grosses 





| by the Harold Fielding office. War- 
| ner Bros. and Metro are reportedly 
interested in the singer. 

Steele is proving to be one of the 
biggest -b.o. attractions in Britain 
for quite a while. At a recent six 
day date at the Glasgow Empire he 
grossed $26,300, and during a 
Blackpool stint a couple of weeks 
ago he played to capacity houses. 
| It’s claimed that the rockster is 
| now a bigger draw than most visit- 

ins U.S. headliners. 

Steele has just inked a one-pic- 
| ture contract with Anglo-Amalgama- 
| ted entitling him to 10% of the 
gross on top of $60,000 for making 
the film, tentatively titled “The 
Duke Wore Jeans.” His first pic- 
ture, “The Tommy Steele Story,” 
retitled “Rock Around The World,” 
is scheduled for U.S. release 
through the American Releasing 
Corporation later this month, 


Teagarden Tour Set 
For Britain in Sept. 


London, July 30. 

The Jack Teagarden All Stars 
open their British tour with two 
| concerts at the Royal Festival Hall 
| on Sept. 28. These will be the only 
|London dates during their two 
| weeks in this country. London 
|}agent Harold Davison, who ar- 
ranged the Teagarden tour here, is 
| finalizing negotiations for Johnny 
|Gray & His Band of the Day to 
undertake a 16-day tour of the U. S. 
on a reciprocal exchange basis, in 
| September. 

The Teagarden combo will take 
in Glasgow, Newcastle, Livepool, 
Leicester, Bradford, Manchester, 
Bristol, Birmingham, Sheffield, 
' Cardiff and Bournmouth. 
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(All amounts are exclusive of entertainment tax and are calculated to 
the nearest dollar) 


Thea- 
tre Seats * Film Company Period Gross 
Rex 971 “The African Lion” RKO May 3i- 
June6 $4,062 
“The African Lion” RKO June 7-10 1,472 
(2nd Week—4 Days) 
“Beyond a Reasonable RKO June 11-13 700 
Doubt” 
~~ Girl Can’t Help 20-Fox June 14-20 3,213 
“Bird of Paradise” 20-Fox June 21-24 1,086 
(Reissue) 
“The Desperadoes Are 20-Fox June 25-27 473 
In Town” 
Paradise 700 “These Wilder Years’ MGM May 31- 
June 3 1,050 
“Betrayed” (2nd run) MGM June 4-6 1,158 
“Hot Summer Night” MGM June 7-10 1,294 
“It’s A Dog’s Life” MGM June 11-13 210 
“Buck Private” Universal June 14-17 1,106 
“The Black Shield of Universal June 18-20 425 
Falworth” (2nd 
run) 
Phantom of the Rue WB June 21-23 439 
Morgue” (2nd run) 
“Our Miss Brooks” WB June 24-26 180 
Capitol 776 “Francis in the Universal May 31- 
Haunted House” June 3 1,420 
“Lady Godiva” (2nd Universal June 4-6 501 
run) 
“The Animal World” Universal June 14-20 1,983 
“Jump Into Hell” WB June 21-24 1,187 
“The River Changes” WB June 25-27 425 
Palace 763 “Dance With Me United Artists May 31- 
Henry” June 6 2,358 
“Woman of the River’ Columbia June 7-13 3,115 
i* “Woman of the River” Columbia June 14-17 1,041 
(2nd Week) 
“Summertime” (2nd Columbia June 18-29 267 
Run) 
“Rainmaker” Paramount June 21-26 1,198 
Godcon 882 “Gun Point” Allied Artists May 31- 
June 6 1,763 
“Hell’s Half Acre” Republic June 7-13 2,023 
“The Storm Rider” 20-Fox June 14-17 1,086 
“The Man in the Grey 20-Fox June 18-20 428 
Flannel Suit” (2nd 
run) 
“Short Grass” Allied Artists June 21-24 1,148 
“Cavalry Scout” Allied Artists Jyne 25-27 472 
Nishat 754 “Storm Over the Nile” May 31- 
June 5 2,272 
“Attack” United Artists June 6-12 2,134 
“Run for the Sun” United Artists June 13-19 2,502 
“Port Afrique” Columbia June 20-23 
“Lost Horizon” (Re- Columbia June 24-26 916 


904| make an immediate study of the 





Red Domination of 


E. Berlin Opera 


Shipping, Sez German-Born Maestro 





Fielding on US. Prowl | 


London, July 30. 

Impresario Harold Fielding is 
planning a trip to the U. S. this fall 
in search of new attractions for 
London presentation. 

He’s negotiating at present for a 
return visit by the Count Basie 
orch later this year, and another 
British stint for Jose Greco dur- 
ing 1958. 


Yugoslav's $40,000 





Picture Festival * 


By HANS HOEHN 
Pula, Yugoslavia, July 30. 

That the Yugoslav film industry 
is making real efforts to attract in- 
ternational attention is seen in the 
recently launched Fourth Pula 
Film Fest here. Filmites in Pula 
admitted that the festival was used 
as a means of gaining further rec- 
ognition in the world market for 
native product. Pix shown here 
indicate that there has been an 
improvement in the quality of lo- 
cally-made films over the last few 
years. 

Held in this city of 30,000, the 
former Italian city of Pola, the fes- 
tival is proving a well-organized 
affair despite a budget of only 
$40,000 (12,000,000 Dinar). This, 
however, is rated a huge sum in 
this city. The affair teed off July 
27, with “Tragovi,” a Jadran-Film 
production. It was shown in the 
city’s 15,000-seat Amphitheatre, 
which is a 2,000-year-old former 
Roman area. 

Tipoff on what the festival 
means locally is the fact that Pula 
has been turned into a film com- 
munity for the fest which runs 
through Aug. 4. Each of the 13 
domestic producers have their own 
stands. Posters plugging different 
films and stars clutter many walls 
and buildings. These include U. S. 
pix since Yugoslavia is a country 
where Hollywood pix may be 
shown freely (about 60 a year). 

During the nine-day fest, 15 
Yugoslav feature pix and 20 shorts 
will be shown. Films from France, 
Germany, Sweden, Great Britain 
and several East European nations 
will also be exhibited. Disney's 
“Man in Space” is a contribution 
from the U. S. Bulk of press reps 
here come from East Europe. 

Just how the fete has gripped 
the local populace is evidenced by 
the fact that all reserved seats for 
the full nine days have been sold 
out long in advance. Admission is 
25e. and 12%4c. 


GOING UP IN BRITAIN; 
_ MEANING FILM SCALES 


London, Aug. 6. 

A move to increase admission 
prices, foreshadowed last week, ha% 
now begun. Exhibitors in the in- 
dustrial area of Sheffield have de- 
cided to up their prices and have 
set a new minimum of 2lc. 

The Government, despite its offi- 
cial policy of endeavoring to peg 
prices and wages, is, apparently, in 
full sympathy with the moves to 
raise theatre admissions. In the 
House of Lords last week, during 
the debate on the new statutory 
Eady regulations, Lord Mancroft 
indicated that the scale had been 
adjusted to enable theatres to raise 
their prices without having to pay 
a bigger levy toll. 

On the same subject, a Board of 
Trade spokesman recently sug- 
gested that exhibitors, who might 
face hardship in meeting their 
new levy obligations, had an easy 
out—by increasing admission 
prices. He thought the revised ad- 
mission tax scale would help the- 
atre owners in adjusting prices to 
meet the situation. 

The initiative for the campaign 
was taken earlier this month by 
the general council of the Cinema- 
tograph Exhibitors’ Assn., who cir- 
cularized their branches through- 
out the country, urging them to 





situation and reach decisions vn.an 





area ‘basis. 


By HAZEL GUILD 


Frankfurt, July 30. 

“There’s no more absolute dom- 

ination of the East Berlin State 
Opera by the Russians.” So says 
conductor Hans Loewlein, Munich- 
born musician who has been with 
the East Berlin Opera since the 
opera house was rebuilt two years 
ago. Loewlein, who conducted be- 
fore the war in Dresden, says: “The 
Russians don’t control our musi¢e 
at all. Formerly, there were very 
strict rules in East Germany as to 
what music could be played, but 
it’s no longer true in East Berlin, 
We can play whatever we choose, 
Right now, we have only two Rus- 
sian operas on our schedule, ‘Eu- 
ene Onegin,’ and ‘Prince Igor,’ and 
we picked these ourselves.” 
The Russians put more money 
into the East Berlin music than 
the West Berliners do for their 
W. Berlin opera, he feels, and thus 
have the choice of many top per- 
formers. Famed Dane Helge Ros- 
vaenge sang in the evening’s per- 
formance of “Il Trovatore” along 
with Italian Mariia Corelli, who 
sang with the Met. last year. 

But certain music barriers re- 
main between East and West, with 
West Berlin singers forbidden to 
sing with the East opera. Perfor- 
mers from other parts of West 
Germany cross the barriers, though, 
to sing with the East Berlin opera, 

“No Americans have sung with 
us as yet,” cammented Loewilein, 
“but we have singers from Den- 
mark, Italy, Sweden, Bulgaria, this 
year.” 

Loewlein, like most of the per- 
formers, arranges that his salary 
be paid partly in East German 
marks and partly in West German 
marks. Thus, he’s enabled to live 
in West Berlin, where living 
standards are higher. With a con- 
tract calling for 40 performances 
a year, he hopes to have free time 
hext year to accept an invitation to 
conduct in Moscow. Last year, he 
conducted in Prague. 

The new East Berlin house seats 
1,400 and is filled every night. 
Many Americans make the forbid- 
den crossing into East Berlin to 
hear the outstanding performers 
at low cost, and Americans, French, 
British and Russians dot the East 
Berlin audience. 

Top orchestra seats go for 14 
East German marks (86c) and the 
cheapest are just two marks (13c), 
And Russian champagne, served at 
intermission, is just 25¢ a glass, 


Hope Films Night-Long 
Show for 0’seas Gl’s; 
To Use as Fall TV’er 


Frankfurt, July 30. 

Bob Hope just pulled a neat 
stunt in entertaining, via his live 
show, for a group of American air- 
men stationed at a remote location, 
Nouasseur Air Force Base in Mo- 
rocco. Show was filmed at the same 
time, and will be one of Hope’s 
shows over U.S. television this fall. 

Hope acceded to a request from 
the European Armed Forces pro 
entertainment division to do an 
evening-long show for the men at 
this out-of-way-base. He brought 
along a gang from Paris, where 
he is now making a film. Eddie 
Fisher, Fernandel, Anita Ekberg 
Bill Holden and Marie McDonald 
all participated in the giant show. 

American Forces Network (AFN), 
headquartered at Frankfurt, was 
given permission to cover the show 
for a special radio repeat to the 
U.S. military forces stationed in 
Germany. 

And as another military assist, 
Pfe Gary Crosby, now with the 
Seventh Army in Stuttgart, West 
Germany, was given special leave 
and flew down to sing along with 
the Les Brown band. Show was 
performed to a huge crowd as- 
sembled outside the Air Force 
Open Air Theatre near Casablanca, 








Aleman Jr. Sets Pix Series 
Mexico City, July 30. 

Miguel Aleman, Jr., son of an ex- 
president of Mexico and a pic-tv 
exec figure in his own right, has 
associated with Lex Barker and 
Antonio Matouk to produce a series 
of pix down here. 

The first, “The Race,” will be 
in English. 





ee 











15 
Wednesday, August 7, 1957 VARIETY 





ACTUALLY 
FILMED Us bi 
WITHIN THE ‘| 
 ESCAPE-PROOF igs 
WALLS OF 9mm 
SU | 


Fs BEE % 


44 


Ppa ts 


, 
oa 





ihe EER, 
LAE 





bd i oe 


“Can you 
take the 
SUSPENSE?” 








elteiiey 
a 
ever... 








2 EU RE rn 


HOUSE: OF NUMBERS 
nesuovey LEE LANGE 


IN BIG PRISON- 





BREAK ATTRAC- oii rf Tis) . = ” 
TIONS! Bs oe es il ill Pa ‘ 3 
This is the first BIG one ey ‘ CINEMASCOPE Aad 3 , = 


tomy Salivicek — AARORD A. sooo BARBA RA LANG 
ece“RUSSELL ROUSE... DON M. MANKIEWICZ 


Based on the Cosmopolitan Magazine Novel by JACK FINNEY 


msi" RUSSELL ROUSE «"*2v"=*CHARLES SCHNEE 


AN M-G-M PICTURE 


Bot 


TS Reon epithet, % ‘ . 


Keep ads (sample above) and lobby alive with action 


16 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 7, 1957 





Fearing Hotel Rm. Might Be Bugged, 
Film Buyer Conferred in Parked Car; 
Judge Ill, Goldwyn Case Recesses 


By WILLIAM STEIF 


San Francisco, Aug. 6. 

Bert Pirosh, Fox West Coast’s 
chief film buyer, testified last week 
that he'd held two conferences “in 
a parked car on top of a hill” in 
Frisco for the purpose of eliminat- 
ing competitive film bidding in 
Vallejo, Cal. 

This was highlight of week's tes- 
timony in Sam Goldwyn’s $1,755,- 
000 antitrust suit against 20th-Fox, 
National Theatres, Fox West Coast 
and FWC Agency Corp. Court op- 
erated only one day last week, be- 
cause of illness of Federal Judge 
Edward P. Murphy, who’s hearing 
case without jury. 

Pirosh said both conferences 
were held with Ray Syufy, 
Northern California exhibitor, and 
that purpose was achieved at sec- 
ond meeting. 

Pirosh at first skirted question of 
auto conference, but Goldwyn’'s 
lawyer, Joseph Alioto, introduced 
Pirosh’s 1956 deposition in which 
he admitted that Syufy had sug- 
gested possibility of hotel room be- 
ing bugged. 

Pirosh testified, “we agreed it 
would be desirable if competitive 
bidding could be stopped, agreed 
we would both be happier if It 


could be eliminated.” 

He also told about a meeting at 
Fox Theatre, Frisco, in which he, 
Syufy, FWC’s Frisco buyer, 


George Milner, Naify circuit buyer 
Fred Dixon and either Marshall or 
Robert Naify—he wasn’t sure 
which—-participated, 

Syufy had the San Pablo Drive- 
in, near Richmond, Cal., FWC had 


a Richmond theatre and Naify and 
Dixon represented a United Artists 
house in Richmond which the Nai- 
fy circuit was administering. 
Pirosh said “someone” wrote 
“Fox” on one slip of paper, “Para- 
mount and half of UA"_on another 
slip and “Warner's and half of UA” 


on a third slip, Papers were mixed 
up and thrown on floor. Naify drew 
first, getting Fox product for UA’s 
Richmond house, though it had 
rarely played such product. Syufy 
drew second, getting Paramount 
and half of UA for his drivein, and 
Pirosh got Warner’s and half of 
UA product for FWC theatre. 


First Crack 


Pirosh also testified Milner, 
Syufy and a Naify representative 
would meet from time to time to 
consult on who'd get first crack at 
other major producers’ product. 

He said FWC and other exhibi- 
tors had consent of distributors in- 
volved in elimination of competi- 
tive bidding in Vallejo situation 
and others, but Alioto then pressed 
home this question: 


“Did you advise RKO (Goldwyn’s 
distributor) of any such agree- 
ment?” 

“No,” replied Pirosh. 

Witness said he met UA's Pat 
DiCicco in early December, 1949, 
after breakup of. United West 
Coast (48 FWC houses, 11 
houses) had been ordered. 

DiCicco told Pirosh Metro's 


George Hickey (Frisco exchange 
chief) had agreed to UA taking all 
Metro product in areas where com- 
petitive bidding didn’t exist—that 
is, in most areas. Pirosh testified 


ong with DiCieco on this. 
d his only choices were 


he went ; 
Pirosh s: 


to let UA have Metro product or to 
institute competitive bidding, and 
his dislike of competitive bidding 
oulweighed loss of Metro product. 

Pirosh added he didn’t like com- 
petitive bidding for a variety of 
reasons, including: 

“Sometimes you overbid or un- 
derbid . it’s like buying a pig 
in a poke ... while certainly we 
weren't trying to steal anything, 
we weren't anxious to pay more for 
films than we had to.” 


He testified a theatre isn’t “an 


Four-Zone The Nabes In 
Svenskatown; Innovation 
For ‘Ten Commandments’ 


Minneapolis, Aug. 6. 
Local neighborhood areas were 
divided into four zones and com- 
petitive bids called for from the 
theatres in each of them for the 





rn | first outlying engagements of “The 

eas | Ten Commandments,” a new proce- 
- | dure here. 

Via 5G Tax on Films On the basis of the bids sub- 


mitted, calling among other things 


Argentina Hangs Crepe for a minimum bi! of two — 
, ° d d ission, Para- 
To Welcome Eric Johnston aller ines. “suented the Debiille 


| picture to the Terrace, Hollywood, 

Argentine gave an odd sort of Edina and Riverview theatres in 

advance reception to Eric Johnston | four different local neighborhood 

last week. The Government is-| sections for special day and date 

sued a decree slapping a tax of up engagements, but no reserved 
to $5,000 (200,000 pesos) on foreign | seats, starting Aug. 21. 

films. It also imposed an additional| “Commandments” ran 13 weeks 


Importers Concede Some Over-Sexed 
Ads; Times Sifts Cranks From Other 


Several independent distributors | its ... advertising?” ‘Do you rely 
in Gotham last week conceded that} on such forms of advertising to 
there was too much “sexy” adver-| faithfully indicate what the picture 
tising for foreign films, and that! is about?” “Are you more than 
some of it in recent months had/| ordinarily frustrated because the 
been in poor taste. | advertising failed to inform you as 

Comments came in the wake of | to... the content of the picture?” 
a meeting between the indies and| “Do you consider such advertising 
the ad department of The N.Y.| as deceptive?” “If there is an ‘Ad- 
Times, which informed them that | vertising Code’ to compare (with 
it planned to crack down on cer-|that) governing picture content, 
tain types of oversexsationalized | has (it) been at all successful?” 
ads. Times presented the indies! 





Mail; Metro Papers Vary: Widely. 


15% levy on theatre admissions. 

News came as a shock in New 
York where it had been under-| 
stood that the Argentine Govern- | 
ment, following the elections, had 
promised to raise the admission 
ceiling. The decree is to go into 
effect Sept. 1. 

One foreign manager, noting that 
the decree provided for a tax “up | 
to” $5,000, said that nevertheless | 
this would preclude the importa- | 


tion of quite a few films. General 
opinion was that, while the restric- 
tions constituted a blow, they did | 
not add up to sufficient reason to) 
pull out of the country. In any) 
case, with the experiences of Spain 
and Denmark, the companies can’t) 
be expected to agree on any em-} 
bargo for fear of losing a market 
for a long time. 

According to reports from. 
Buenos Aires, the monies raised by 
the new taxes will go to aid the 
local production interests and to 
create a fund for a school-building 
program. 

The newly-created National Cine- 
matographic Institute in Argen- 
tine has the right to exempt from 
the tax imports coming from coun- 
tries with which Argentina has re- 
ciprocal agreements. It's noted 
that there are very few such deals 
in existence. | 

Intent of the decree obviously | 
is to cut down on the import vol- 
ume. Tax would hit the smaller 
American companies the hardest, 
though it’s up to the Institute to 
apply the tax rate in ratio to a 
film’s importance. — 

At the end of last week, John- | 
ston and Robert Corkery, Export 
Assn. v.p. in charge of Latin Amer- 
ica, were in Caracas. Corkery, at 
least, was expected to proceed to 
Argentina immediately. 





| 


JOE LEVINE’S PATRIC CO. 
Boston, Aug. 6. 

Joseph E. Levine, prexy of Em- 
bassy Pictures Corp. here, has set 
up a subsidiary, Patric Pictures| 
Co., which has booked “Walk Into} 
Hell,” New Guinea product, into 
70 theatres in the Cleveland-Cin- 
cinnati area day and date. Film 
preems in 200 theatres in New 
England Wednesday 31), with Hub 
Paramount and Fenway, combo, 
flagship. 
| Levine and Terry Turner have 
the picture for the country and set 
an allout tv, radio, newspapers and 
billboard campaign for New Eng- 
land, with 24 billboards in Boston. | 
} 


{ 








Picture Jubilee in New York, on | 
the Pacific Coast and in key cen- 
ters throughout the nation this 
'fall, was decided on in Gotham | 
jlast week at a meeting of ad-pub 





| directors committee of the Motion | 
jeration Movie-going” 
tests in Denver and Rochester by | 


| Picture Assn. of America. 
Exhibitors will cooperate along 
with “a substantial group” of stars, 
| directors, producers, writers, etc. 


‘Operation Moviegoing’ Set 


Month-Long Film Jubilee Mapped by MPPA- 
COMPO Junta 


Staging of a month-long Motion | without sifting to the ad-pub top-| In the main, decency prevails. 


art institution.” but a business with | publicity directors on the Coast 
the aim of making money, and said | submitted a plan, which was adopt- 
what counts is the kind of picture.| eq. In the East, Allied Artists’ 


at the downtown Lyric here with 


all seats reserved, two showings a 





with a stack of letters objecting to ™ 
the spicy quality of the ads. Allied tart 8 
| Sizeable number of the letters | S 


day and a $2.25 top. This was an| were almost identical with the text| 


exclusive territory engagement. 

Picture opened last week in 
downtown St. Paul, the other Twin 
City, and in a number of other 
towns throughout the territory for 
special non-reserved seat engage- 
ments at $2 top. 





Mirisch Freres’ 


Features Outlet 
Via United Artists 


Harold and Walter Mirisch, v.p. 
and. executive producer respec- 
tively of Allied Artists, are quittiny 
the company. Simultaneously, they 
have disposed of most of their hold- 


lings in AA and are expected not; °™ 


to hold any stock at all by the time 
their resignation actually takes ef- 


| fect on Aug. 31. 


The Mirisches are believed to 
have owned about 60,000 shares of 
AA stock. 

Brothers are forming their own 
unit and have negotiated a deal 
to release through United Artists. 
All of their current AA projects 
will be completed before they 
leave the studio, according to prexy 
Steve Broidy. 

Mirisches expressed “deep sense 


of regret” over led4ving AA anc 


said their years with the company | 


had been “among the happiest of 
our professional and _ personal 
lives.” 

Harold Mirisch served on the 
AA board since 1952 and is giving | 


|up that post with his departure. | 


Walter Mirisch joined the studio} 
as a producer and, in 1951, became 


jexec producer. In the future, AA} 


production reins will be in Broidy’s 
hands. 





. 
Extend ‘80 Days’ Time 
San Antonio, Aug. 6. 
Having chalked up the longest | 
run, the most viewers and the most 
money in San Antonio theatre his- 
tory, UA’s “Around the World in| 
80 Days” was scheduled to close | 
this weekend at the Broadway 
Theatre here, per Interstate Thea- | 
tre Circuit. 

However the pic has been given 
additional playing time and will | 
continue for several more weeks. | 





lof an editorial on the ad subject, 
carried in the Jesuit publication, 
| America. Others, however, ap- 
| peared to have been written spon- 
taneously. The Times execs said 
they had carefully weeded out the 
communications that appeared to 
have been “organized” and they 
stressed that the paper wasn’t giv- 
ing in to any kind of “pressure.” 
Rather, they held, the Times was 
acting with common sense in a 
situation that required correction. 

Indies themselves admit that 
there’s been an overabundance of 
“daring” ads of the sexy variety 
of late, with one outfit trying to 
| outdo the next. “There are some 
days when that movie page does 
look like hell,” said one. Under- 
lying all this is the fact that, to- 
day more than ever, imports are 
sold as “sexy” stuff, even to the 
supposedly more sophisticated aud- 
|iences who might be appealed to 


values as well. Furthermore, some 
very mediocre foreign product has 
been brought in and is béing re- 
leased, with the distribs deter- 
|mined to cash in on their one 
| strongpoint, i.e. sexy situations. 

| Asked whether there was any 
plan for the metropolitan papers 
| to get together and work out seme 
|}sort of standards for the adver- 
| tisers to go by, the plain answer 
| that came in return was: No, Indies 
| have been complaining that each 
| paper seems to go by its own rules 





jin accepting or rejecting ads. One! 


|} of the Times men commented that 
| the establishment of standards was 
| hardly desirable. “Then we'd end 
}up with something like the Code 
in the film business, and we don’t 
want that,” he said. 

More than a dozen distrib repre- 
sentatives and agency people 
showed up for the Times powwow. 
Sevaral others were invited but 
didn't show up. 





L. A. Discusses Issue 
Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Motion picture ad practices were 
blasted last week by John Anson 
Ford, chairman of L. A. County 
Board of Supervisors. Ford rapped 


| ‘a deplorable aspect of movie pro- 


motion, a frequently occurring ef- 
fort to get public attention and box- 
office receipts through sordid com- 
mercialism.” 


The supervisor’s remarks atcom- 


panied a questionnaire currently 
being distributed by KCOP panel 
moderator Dan Lundberg, in con- 
nection with his Aug. 11 program, 
in which pic ad practices will be 
discussed. Ad consultant Saul Bass 
and Hecht-Hill-Lancaster ad-pub 


| topper David Golding will sit in, 


with Lundberg moderating. 
Continued Ford, “Most pic ad- 
vertisers don’t attempt to capitalize 
cn the innocent sex curiosity of the 
young, or the . . . morbidity that 





pers for their consideration. 

McCarthy of COMPO also re- 
ported.on the tworeeler which is 
to be made for exhib use, dramatiz- 
ing the important place of the the- 
atre in the community. 

Group was briefed on the “Op- 
spot radio 


Rodaey Bush, Herb Steinberg and 
Si Seadler. Eight-week test cam- 


|paign is being studied and plans 


have been made to measure its 
effectiveness. If the campaign is 


lurks in the minds of some adults. 

But 
with increasing competition . . . in 
| the cinema industry, a certain type 
| of advertising is being resorted to 


by some, which flagrantly appeals | 
to the baser instincts and appetites, | 


sometimes even grossly misrepre- 
| senting the picture behind the ad- 
vertisements. 

“I feel sure the public will sup- 
| port (this attempt) to correct this 
|failure of the industry to police 
| its own practices.” 

Questionnaire which drew this 

response is being distributed by 


the. strength of some other | 


Along this line, he told of War- 
ner’s buying the color “Curse of 
Frankenstein” in England and of 


his booking it first-run in San 
Diego. With a little extra whoopla, 
he said, a house that ordinarily 
grossed $6,000 te $8,000 a week 


grossed $23,000 in film's first week. 


| Martin S. Davis will be in charge 
of working out a program. 

Meet got a compilation of 27 
promotional ideas from Oscar 
Doob and Charles McCarthy who 
are helming the biz building push. 
These were ideas supplied by the 





| field and they were submitted | 


successful, it will be adopted na-| Lundberg to some 265 religious, 


In Next Quarter 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 

Allied Artists has scheduled 
| eight films for the next 13 weeks 
in a production spurt that amounts 
| to 75% of what the firm has done 
| in the first seven months of the 
year. To date, “Allied has started 
12 pix, including’ “Oregon Pas- 
| Sage” and “Hong Kong Incident,” 
both of whith went before the 
cameras last week. 
| Slate tees with “Beast of Buda- 
pest,” to be produced by Archie 
Mayo, Aug. 19, followed two days 
later by- “On the Make,” Richard 
Heermance production. Heermance 
also starts “Up in Smoke” on Sept. 


| 3. Others are “Never Love a 
| Stranger,” produced by Harold 
Robbins, “Johnny Ringo,” Ben 


| Schwalb; “Queen of the Universe,” 
“Persian Gulf” and “Quantrill’s 
Raiders.” 


Tours ‘Exhilirate’ Stewart; 
Cotta Compete With Public 
| For Its Leisure Hours 


Albany, July 30. 

The competition to motion pic- 
tures is “tough and will get tough- 
er’—for which reason screen stars 
and featureds will have to put out 
even more effort in the matter of 
tours and personal appearances. 
So James Stewart, making an 18 
city swing in 11 days, via plane, 
on behalf of “Night Passage,” said 
during a stop in Albany last week. 

Stewart travelled in the. same 
United Airlines ship ‘property of 
its president) he used to promote 
“The Spirit of St. Louis.” He 
| pointed out to a Variety reporter 
| that the competition from other 
|;media for the spending dollar is 
increasing. With this development, 
he said, must come a stronger push 
to “sell” motion pictures by its top 
people. 

Commenting that he did not tire 
of personal appearance treks—in 
fact, found them “exhilirating’—, 
Stewart emphasized, “They are 
all right, so long as you get proper 
sleep at night.” 
| The itinerary for his latest hegira 
called —outside of Texas — for 
breakfast, luncheon and dinner 
| dates with press, radio and tele- 
| vision people, to advertise “Night 
| Passage.” In the Lone Star State, 
| Stewart made some appearances in 
| theatres of Bob O’Donnell’s Inter- 
| state circuit, playing briefly on his 
|instrument from college theatrical 
| days (at Princeton), the accordion. 
A group of small children — re- 
cruited from .a music school—ma- 
nipulated squeeze boxes with him. 

“We are really competing with 
the public for its time—two hours 
|or two hours and a half, to view 
a motion picture,” Stewart ex- 
plained. The bidding for the same 
time, from other media (he ticked 
off several), is so intense that film 
actors must be geared to strenuous 
| selling activity. 








Peter Bone’s New Chores 
Calgary, Alta., Aug. 6. 

| Peter W. Bone, of London, Eng- 
j land, has been appointed assistant 
| manager of the Southern Alberta 
| Jubilee Auditorium. Theatrical ex- 
| perience includes the J. Arthur 
|Rank organization, the National 





tionally, 

Meet unanimously elected Paul 
N. Lazarus Jr., Columbia ad-pub 
v.p., to succeed Roger Lewis of 
United Artists as chairman. Group 
adopted a_ resolution praising 
Lewis’ services. 


civic and business leaders, as well | Film theatre and the British Film 

and newspaper publishers and re- | Institute cross the pond. 

|ligious and entertainment editors.| He had been manager of the 

|Form consists of 19 questions on | Uptown theatre in Calgary just 

|eurrent pic ad practices. Among prior to his appointment as assist- 

them: | ant to John Panrucker at the Audi- 
“Can you tell a good picture by toriu.n. 
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"Fast-Action Adventure Drama That 
Should Please The Fans!” 
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CLEVE.; ‘PRIDE’ 206, 2D 


Cleveland, Aug. 6. 
“Jeanne Eagels” looms as smash 
newcomer this week at the Hipp. 
“Pride and Passion,” which was 
terrific opening session, still is 
socko in second round at the Still- 
man, “Silk Stockings” is rated 
lightweight in second State week. 
“Affair To Remember” lookshearty 
at the Alien. 
Estimates for This Week 
Hipp (Telem’t) (3,700; 70-$1) — 
Smash 


“Jeanne Eagels” (Col). 
$22,000. Last week, “Midnight 
Story” (U) and “Lonely Man” 
(Par), $12,000. 

Allen (S-W) (3,800; 70-$1) — 
“Affair To Remember” (20th). 


Hearty $17,000. Last week, “Night 
Passage” (U), $12, ‘ 

Hanna ‘Hanna Co.) (1,515; 25-90) 
— “Bambi” (BV) (reissue). Good 
$9,000. Last week, “Johnny Tre- 
main” (BV), $5,000. 

Ohio (Loew) (1,244; $1.25-$2.50) 
—‘Around World” (UA) (8th wk). 


Strong $20,000. Last week, $21,000. 

Palace (SW-Cinerama) (1,523; 
$1.25-$2.40) —- ‘Cinarama Holiday” 
(Cinerama) (5th wk), Fast $18,000. 
Last week, $18,900. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 70-90) — 
“Silk Stockings’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Light $10,000. Last week, $15,000. 


Stillman (Loew) (2,700; 90-$1.50) 
— “Pride and Passion” (UA) (2d 


| Crosses 
‘EAGELS’ TALL $22,000, 





wk). Smash $20,000. Last week, 
$23,000. 


‘Love’ Fairish $8,000 In 
L’ ville; ‘Tammy’ 66, 4th 


Louisville, Aug. 6. 


Summer dog-days are slowing 
biz at Kentucky metropolis first- 
runs bnt some spots are okay. 
Loew's has “Gun.Glory” for fair 
returns while “Love In Afternoon” 
at Rialto is fair but a step behind 





in total coin. “Tammy and Bache- 
lor” paired with “Fear Strikes 
Out” still is healthy in fourth 
week at the Kenucky. “Around 


World in 80 Days” in 10th stanza 
at the Brown continues potent. } 

Estimates for This Week 
Fourth Ave.) (900; $1.25-) 





Brown 
$2.40)—"'Around World” (UA) (i0h} 
wk). Virile $10,000. Last week, | 
same, 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,000; 50-85) | 





LOS ANGELES 
(Continued from page 12) 
“Kettles on MacDonald’s Farm” 

(U), $20,200. 

Pantages (RKO) (2,812; 80-$1.80) 
—"Silk Stockings” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Nice $12,000. Last week, $13,800. 

Downtown, Hollywood (SW-FWC) 
(1,757; 756; 90-$1.50) — “Night 
Passage” (U) (2d wk) and second 
features. Down to $9,000 or close. 
First was $22,500 plus $89,000 in 
13 other spots. 

Downtown Paramount (ABPT) 
(3,300; 90-$1.50)——“I Was Teen-age 
Werewolf” (AI) and “Invasion 
Saucer Men” (AI) (2d wk), Poor 
| Los Angeles, Vogue, Ritz, Loyola 
(FWC) (2,097; 885; 1,300; 1,248; 80- 
$1.80)—“Island in Sun” (20th) (2d 
wk). Hotsy $25,000. Last week, 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 90-$1.50) — 
“Something of Value” (M-G) (2d 
wk) and “This Could Be Night” 
(M-G). Slim $2,400. Last week, 
with another unit. 

Chinese (FWC) (1,908; $2-$2.40) 
—*Affair to Remember” (20th) (3d 


wk). Stout $16,000. Last week, 
$19,000. 
Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 


(1,468; 90-$1.80) — “Beau James” 
(Par) (5th wk), Fine $6,300. Last 
week, $6,600. 

Fox Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; $1.50- 
$2.40)—“Pride and Passion” (UA) 
(6th wk). Stout $12,300. Last week, 
$12,800. 


Egyptian, Fox Beverly (UATC-| $1.25)\—“Loving You” 


FWC) (1,503; 1,334; 80-$1.80). — 
“Love in Afternoon” (AA) (7th wk 
for Egyptian, 1st for Fox Bev). 
Okay $13,500. Last week, $9,200. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631; 90-$1.50) 
— “Love Is Splendored Thing” 
(20th) and “Three Coins in Foun-| 
tain” (20th) (reissues). Nice $3,800. 
Last week, “Rising of Moon” (2d | 
wk-9 days), $1,900. . 

Warner Hollywood (SW-Cine- 
rama) (1,384; $1.20-$2.65)—“Seven 
Wonders” ( Cinerama). Started 
ninth week Sunday (4) after $39,- 
000 last week. . . 

Carthay (FWC) (1,138; $1.75- 
$3.50) —“Around World 80 Days” 
(UA) (33d w Capacity $27,200. 
Last week, same. 

Warner Beverly (SW) (1,612; 
$1.50-$2.30)—"10 Commandments” 
(Par) (38th wk). Strong $16,000. 
Last week, $15,900. 

Vagabond (Rosener) (390; $1.50) 
— “Torero” (Col) (3d wk). Tidy 
$5,500. Last week, $6,000 








‘Bambi’ Bright $13,000, 
Port.; ‘Band’ Lofty 106 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 6. 
First-run biz is perking strongly 
this round, shaping sharply better 


than recent rounds. “Band of 
Angels” looks lofty at the Fox 
while “Bambi” is torrid at Or- 


heum, latter being unusually big 
or an oldie. “Around World in 80 
Days” is smash in 16th week at 
the Broadway. “Man on Fire” is 
not getting any place in 5 days at 
the Liberty. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (980; $2-$2.50) 
—“Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 
(16th wk). Smash $12,000. Last 
week, $12,200. 

Fox (Evergreen) (1,536; $1-$1.50) 
—“Band of Angels” (WB) and 
“Suicide Mission” (Indie). Lofty 
$10,000. Last week, “Affair to Re- 
member” (20th) and “Break In Cir- 
cle” (20th) (2d wk), $7,200. 

Guild (Indie) (400; $1.25)—“Al- 
bert Schweitzer’ (Indie). Fine 
$3,000. Last week, “Rebecca” (20th) 
and “Third Man” (20th) (reissues) 
(2d wk), $1,700. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,890; 90- 
$1.25)—“‘Man. On Fire” (M-G) and 
“Living Idol” (M-G). Sad $3,500 in 
5 days. Last week, “Night Passage” 
(U) and “The Kettles on Old Mac- 
Donald’s Farm” (U) (5 days) (2d 
wk), $4,000. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1- 
$1.50)-—“"Bambi” (BV) (reissue) and 
“Sierra Stranger” (Col). Hefty $13,- 


stein” (WB) and “The Unknown” 
(WB), $12,100. 

Paramount (Port-Par). (3,400; 90- 
(Par) and 
“Hidden Fear” (UA) (2d wk). Fair 
$6,500. Last week, $8,100. 


CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 10) 
week, “Giant Claw” (Col) and 
“Night World Exploded” (Col) (2d 
wk), $6,500. 

Loop (Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.50)— 
“Silk Stockings” (M-G) (6th wk). 
Big $8,500. Last week, same. 

MeVickers (JL&S) (1,580; $1.25- 
$3.30)—“10 Commandments” (Par) 
(37th wk). Snappy $24,500. Last 
week, $25,000. 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 67-87)— 
“Young Don’t Cry” ‘Col) and “No 
Time to Be Young” (Col). Peppy 
$4,000. Last -week, “Hot Rod Rum- 








ble” (AA) and “Calypso Joe” (AA), | 


$3,500. { 
Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 90-$1.50) 
—“Affair to Remember” (20th) (3d 











. ik) , ; " , 
—Tammy and Bachelor” (U) and|” Canom «Rosener) (533; $1.50) — | WA) oh airish $17,900. Last week, | «peau James” (Par). Mild $7,000 
“Fear Strikes Out” (Par) (4th wk).| “Grand Maneuver” (Indie). Oke - . (SW-Cinerama) (1.484: in 8 days. Last week, “Delicate 
a $6,000 after last week’s yey Jit 0. Like | 5105 $3.40) “even Weadeen of a (Rar) (2d wk), $6,000 
7,000. ce” (2d w , pane oil. n ays. 
og |World” ‘«(Cinerama) (33d _ wk). 3 : 

Loew's (United Artists) (3,000;| Crest, Sunset (Lippert-Cohen) Rockhill (Little Art Theatres) 
50-85) — “Gun Glory” (M-G) and, (800; 540; $1.25-$1.50\—“Time de age page om (750; 75-90) — “On Waterfront” 
“Living Idol” (M-G). Fair $9,500.| Desire” (Indie) (2d wk). Sharp ony coor > (Col) and “Burglar” (Col) (reissue). Moderate $1,000. 
Last week, “Silk Stockings” (M-G), | $8,700. Last week, $12,100. Fe are fp Age By ot Lae weet, On Riviera” (UA) (re~) , 
$11,000 ' J 000. I 7 ’ ' : 

y “Curse of Frankenstein” (WB) and| Roxy (Durwood) (879; 90-$1.50) 
ay 70) RE yg ppl le a Eg IN 
WU-GUl—— I ‘ . ,000. ,000, e ’ - 
Fair $5,000. Last week, “Curse of | |, Cm a ey State-Lake (B&K) (2,400: op laeue. Stays. Last week, “10 i 
Frankenstein” (WB) and “Nothing| “Hot Rod Rumble” (AA). Socks $1.80/—“Pride and Passion” (UA)|mandments” (Par) (24th wk), 
Could Stop It” (WB) (2d wk), $11,000 for Je Lewis comedy. (6th wk). Rousing $25,000. Last|closed record run, at $2 top, with 
$6,500. Last week, “Walk Into Hell” (In- $26.000 | $9.000 

Rialto Fourth Avenue) (3,900: 50-| die) and “Frontier Gambler” (In- week, = "Newer (Fox Midwest) (1.145: 

bee i ea a) | die), $6,500. -| Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; $1.25) | bt ee, ieee 
£5\—"Love In Afternoon (AA). . | —“Risi f{M ” (WB) Rousing | $1.25-$2)— Around World (UA) 
Fair $8.000 I k. “Affai Kenmore (Indie) (700; 85-$1.25. ising Of Moon . >1(10th wk) Hots $11 000, hold 

alt 00. Last week, air tO) __«Figaro, Barber Seville,” (Indie). |$7,000. Last week, “Green Man eee rA ,000, holds. 
Remember” (20th), $11,000. Perky $9,000. Last week, “Monte |(DCA) (6th wk), $3,000. Ee ee eetcietties. 
ORR ty © 0 Mt Carlo Story” (UA) (4th wk), $5,000.| Todd’s Cinestage (Todd) (1,036; | naga (Fox Midwest) (2 O4s, 820: 
TORONTO Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 75- | $1.75 - $3.50) — “Around World” | 799. 1.217: 75-90) —“Affair To Re- 
Conte vale $1.10)—-“Night Passage” (U) and) (UA) (18th wk). Full house at $24,-| member” (20th) with “Apache 
Se ee ee “Weapon” (Rep). Fancy $16,000. | 800. Last week, $26,400. |Warrior” (20th) at Esquire and 
1.203; 1.357; | $1) — “Admirable | Holds. Last week, “Bambi” (BV)| United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 90-|Granada. Fancy. $18,000. Last 
Crichton” (Col). Very big $22,000. | (reissue) and “Badge Marshall | ¢) 59)—“Love in Afternoon” (AA). | week “Tammy and Bachelor” (U) 
_ Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, | Brennan” (AA), $15,000. \Cheerful $20,000 Last week, | (2d wk) sie at Uptown, $6,500 
State (Taylor) (1,054; 995; 694; 698;| | Metropolitan (NET) (4.357; 90-| «prince and Showgirl” (WB) (2d|“Joe Butterfly” (U) pen “Pawnee” 
50-75)—"Slander” (M-G) and “Hot | $1.25)—“Affair to Remember” (2d) 4) 11 900 (Rep) at poi three wag $11,500 
Summer Night” (M-G). Slow $9,000.| wk). Slick $16,000. Last week, (1.200: 90 . ao 
Nahe Deri? QO ALSO | $7200. se ner) 1,700; 60-$1) $1.50 — “Something of Value” 
“She-Devil” (2 ; 500. aramoun (1,700; 1) ae nie 

Eglinton, Palace, Runnymede, |—“Delicate Delinquent” (Par) and|(M-G) ‘5th wk). Fast $18,000. Last SAN FRANCISCO 
University (FP) (1,080; 1,485; 1,385: |“‘Hot Rod Rumble” (AA). Socko Week, $18,500. ees om Pas SD 
1,556; 60-$1)—“Will Success Spoil | $24,000. Last week, “Walk Into} World (Indie) (606; 90)—“Invita- | $1.25-$2) — “Pride and Passion” 
Rock Hunter?” (20th). Looks $25,- | Hell” (Indie) and “Frontier Gam-|tion to Dance” (M-G) (5th wk).|/(UA) (3d wk). Socko $15,000 or 
000, but rated on disappointing | bler” (Indie), $14,000. Adequate $3,200. Last week,|near. Last week, $17,500. 
side. : | Pilgrim (NET) (1,000; 65-95)— | $3,800. Stagedoor (A-R) (440; $1.25- 

Bay Pde Oe ea ane U +“ ye oe oS? es (Par) 
“Love in Afternoon” ( wk). | Dakota” (U). Good $9,000. Last ( wk). reat 500. Last 
Holding good at $11,000. Last week, week, “Pickup Alley” (Col) and PROVIDENCE week, same. 


$15,000 


International (Taylor) (557; $1)— | 


“Three Men in Boat” (IFD) (4th 
wk). Fair $2,500. Last week, $3,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,098; 75-$1.25)— 
“Sweet Smell of Success” (UA) (3d 


wk). Still steady at $10,000. Last | 


week, $13,500. 


Tiveli (FP) (995; $1.50-$2)— 
“Oklahoma” (Magna) 
we). Capacity $15,500. Last week, 
$14,000 : 


Towne (Taylor) (694; $1)—“Scan- 
dal in Sorrento” (IFD) (2d wk). 
Neat $4,000. Last week, $6,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,096; 75-$1.25) 
—' Night Passage” (U) (2d wk). Still 
nice at $10,000 or near. Last week, 


“Black Tent” (Indie), same. 

Saxon (Saxon) (1,100; $1.50- 
| $3.30) — “Around World” (UA) 
|(18th wk). The 17th week ended 
| Friday (2) was great $24,000. Last 
| week, $25,000. 

Trans-Lux (Trans-Lux) (730; 75- 
$1.10)—“Naked Night” (Indie) and 
“Dark River” (Indie) (3d wk). Oke 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 75- 
$1.25)—“Silk Stockings” (M-G) and 
“Decision Against Time” (M-G). 
Hotsy $18, or near. Last week, 
“Sweet Smell Success” (UA) and 
“Big Caper” (UA) (2d wk), $11,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 75-$1.25)— 
“Silk Stockings” (M-G) and “Deci- 


(68th-final | $3,500 





$14,500 |sion Against Time” (M-G). Stout 
York (FP) (877; $1.25-$2)—‘“10/}$11,000 or close. Last week, 
Commandments” (Par) (37th wk)..“Sweet Smell Success” (UA) and 


Steady $4,500. Last week, same. 


“Big Caper” (UA) (2d wk), $8,000 





(Continued from page 10) 





“Bridges at Toko-Ri” (Par) (reis- 
sue), $1,500. 
Majestic (S-W) (2,200; 65-80)— 


|“Affair To Remember” (20th) and 
|\“Temyo of Tomorrow” (20th) (2d 
wk). Expecting good’ $7,500 after 
hitting $12,000 in first. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 65-80) — 
|“Gun Glory” (M-G) and “Living 
| Idol” (M-G). Slow $8,000. Last 
| week, “Silk Stockings” (M-G) and 
|“Bailout at 43,000” (UA), $10,500. 


| Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 65- 
80)—“Streets of Laredo” (Par) 
and “Whispering Smith” (AA). 
Opened Monday (5). Last week, 
“Delicate Delinquent” (Par) and 
\“Dragoon Wells Massacre” (AA), 


nice $9.500, the Jerry Lewis pic 
doing surprisingly well. 


Continued 


$125,000 issue was pledged within 
two weeks. Pitch is being contin- 
ued, however, since stockbrokers 
normally figure that at least 10% 
of the pledges won’t be redeemed, 
the spot sales are continuing. 

Better Business Bureau told 
Variety it regretted that neither 
of stations involved bothered to 
check on offer, Stations should 
have seen and studied details in 
brochure issued by Beverly Hills 
Productions. BBB added that it is 
trying to develop information on 
the . 
Claims made in the brochure 
have raised many questions among 
tv firms. An analysis of the com- 
pany’s figures, as presented in the 
brochure, indicates an ignorance 
or at least unfamiliarity with the 
field in which they seek to raise 
money, unless the firm has a new 
secret formula it isn’t mentioning. 

Biggest difference between the 
two stock issues is that “My L.A.” 
went for $102 per share while Bev- 
erly Hills Productions has set a 
modest $1 per share par value on 
its stock, 

Prexied by Ed Janis 

President of Beverly Hills Pro- 

ductions is Edward Janis, 35, one- 





time staff cartoonist for 20th-Fox | 





Stock Offering Via TV 


from page 1 


per cartoon film. The firm intends 
to make five-minute shorts which, 
according to the trade, require 
about two weeks to complete. 

Similar inconsistencies are notice- 
able in the payroll costs estimated 
in the stock brochure. Firm esti- 
mates $100 per film each for direc- 
tor, writer, narrator, voice, back- 
ground artists, inkers, and painters 
and $200 per fiim for animators— 
and reports that it can turn out 
| each five-minute color cartoon for 
$1,850. Salaries quoted are, in the 
| main, below minimum scales, at a 
|time when Screen’ Cartoonist 
|Guild reports there is a labor 
|shortage in the trade and most 
|people are drawing more than 
| scale pay for their work. 

As to the total production cost, 
one veteran teleblurb producer 
estimated that using slide anima- 
tian (the cheapest form), a five- 
| minute cartoon would cost at least 
| $3,000 in color—at the going com- 
;mercial rates for full animation, 
the cost would be around $13,000. 
Another reported that for limited 
janimation, the cheapest possible 
price is around $1,000 per minute. 
|}On full animation, it’s $5,000- 
| $6,006 per minute. 

“Maybe,” commented one pro- 








000. Last week, “Curse Franken-| 


who “entered the television field ducer, “they’ve got some sort of 
|in 1953.” WVariery has found no} secret device, but all such devices 
record of any credit for Janisinthe| have been failures in the past. 
tv field during the last four years. | Failing that, these figures show 
Corinne Calvet and her husband | these people have no knowledge of 
actor Jeff Stone are vice-presidents | animation costs.” 
of the firm, the only members of| Conceivably, the firm might be 
the outfit’s top quintet whose intending to operate with non- 
names are familiar to anyone in |union help, paying what the traf- 
showbusiness. Secretary is How-/| fic will bear. However, there is 
ard Bierman, a commercial artist nothing in the stock brochure to 
and treasurer is Emil Gillman, who} indicate to the public that they 
last year sold his share of a family might be investing in a product 
furniture business and “entered|to be made by non-union help. If 
the television industry, utilizing his so, union projectionists in theatres 
business knowledge and adminis-| and stations would probably refuse 
tration ability in the production of |to handle the films, thus limiting 


tele-films,” No credits are avail- 
able on Gillman, either. 

Cost sheet offered by the firm 
lists rent of office and studio at $30 


KANSAS CITY 


(Continued from page 10) 
and “Decision Against Time” 
(M-G), $6,000. 

Missouri (SW-Cinerama) (1,194; 
$1.25-$2) — “Cinerama Holiday” 
(Cinerama) (22d wk). Great $12,- 
000. Last week, $11,000. 

Paramount (UP) (1,900; 75-90)— 











Larkin ‘Rosener) (400; $1.25)— 
“Green Man” (DCA) (6th wk). Big 
$3,500. -Last week, $4,200. 

Clay ‘Rosener) (400; $1.25) — 
“Baby and Battleship” (DCA). 
Okay $2,200. Last week, “Julietta” 
(Indie) (2d wk), $2,200. 


Vogue ‘S. F. Theatres) (364; 
$1.25)—“Gold of Naples” (DCA) 
(10th wk). Fancy $2,100. Last 
week, $2,200. 


Bridge (Schwarz) (396; $1.25)— 
“Third Key” (Rank) (5th wk). Hep 
$2,000. Last week, ditto. 

Coronet (United California) (1,- 
250: $1.50-$3.75)—“Around World 
In 80 Days” (UA) (32d wk). Terrific 
$24,500. Last week, $26,000. 

Rio (Schwarz) (397; $1.10)—“Wild 
Oat” (Indie) and “Big Day” (Indie) 
\(2d wk). Fair $1,500. Last week, 
| $2,300. 





‘or eliminating the market. 
| Firm's structure gives Janis one 
| share of stock free for each share 
sold to the public, creating a set- 
|up akin to the limited partnership 
|}common in the legitimate theatre 
|but without any financial responsi- 
bility on the part of the producer. 
“My L. A.” used the same device. 
In each case, the permit to sell 
stock specified that no money could 
| be touched until the entire sub- 
| scription had been sold—and the 
| producer was to receive no divi- 
| dend on his 50% until the inves- 
| tors had all been repaid and re- 
| ceived a five percent dividend. 
Issue is being handled by the 
brokerage house of H. Carroll & 
Co., which reported that, as a re- 
| sult of the success of the tv pitch, 
| it has been approached to finance 
Broadway show in a similar 
manner and plans to sell stock in 
“one or two” feature films using 
the electronic adjectives. 


COMPANIES DONATED 
$7,000,000 TO FUND 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 

Employer contributions to the 
Motion Picture Industry Health 
and Welfare Fund have topped $7,- 
000,000 since its inception five 
years ago as a result of the $1,- 
| 614,457 paid in during the fiscal 
year just ended, administrator Ted 
{Ellsworth disclosed in the annual 
report to 15,000 industry employes 
| now eligible for assistance. 
| More than 300 employers par- 
| ticipate. They contribute six cents 
| hourly for each straight time hour- 
ly employe and for each hourly 
|employe om a weekly guarantee 
|plus $3.24 per week for each sal- 
| aried person. Since the Fund was 
|ereated in 1952 to provide hospi- 
tal, medical, life insurance, and 
accident benefits, a total of $4,698,- 
| 579 has been disbursed. 


_ Mag Optical Clarified 
| Special manual, offering simpli- 
| fied explanation of the MagOptical 
| sound prints and their proper use, 
is being mailed to exhibitors by 
| 20th-Fox. Manual was prepared by 
| the 20th research and development 
department under Earl I. Sponable. 
Exhibitors who have not switched 
stereo sound reproduction must 
change all projector and soundhead 
sprockets to Cinemascope type and 
demagnetize everything. Splicer 
pins also must be changed to fit 
the small perforations. 
MagOptical prints, carry both 
the optical soundtrack and the 
| four magnetic tracks. 


| 
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Sensational Showmanship Package doute 
Records in Opening Engagement at Fabian’s Fox, Brooklyn! 
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TELEGRAM a 


sy: W. P. MARSHALL. Prasioent 
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AL SCHWALBERG= 
NTA PICTURES 745 FIFTH AVE NYK= 


CONGRATULATIONS, ARMORED ATTACK AND BATTLE 

STRIPE AT FABIAN FOX BROOKLYN TURNED IN BIGGEST 

THREE DAY NON-HOLIDAY WEEKEND IN LAST TWELVE MONTHS+ 
AUDIENCE REACTION TERRIFIC. GIVE US MORE. BEST REGARDS= 



























ED FABIAN 





(And this i 
this in the face of the worst heat wave of the summer!) 


What th , 
hat this SHOWMANSHIP PACKAGE did for the FOX, Brooklyn, it will do for you! 
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LESS ‘VERBIAGE’ (TRANSLATE ‘GARBIAGE)’ 
AS COLUMBIA UPDATES PRESS BOOKS 





Columbia is spearheading a face 
lifting and streamlining job on the, 
industry’s venerable and ancient 
“press book.” The _ publication, 
which serves as an exploitation tool 
for exhibitors, has been completely 
revised by the film company. The 
changes, according to Col pub-ad 
v.p. Paul Lazarus Jr., not only rep- 
resent “a step forward in the mer- 
chandising of pictures” but will 
also result in an annual saving of 
as much as $100,000. Col’s present- 
day bill for the preparation and 
printing of press books runs to 
about $250,000 annually, Lazarus 
disclosed. 

Changing conditions in the in- 
dustry, including revised booking 
and selling methods, no longer re- 
quire the elaborate and often bulky 
press books, Lazarus maintained. 
Often, Lazarus stated, the press 
books, with their fancy color plates 
and coated stock, were issued 
mainly to impress the exhibitors 
with the importance of a picture. 
At the same time, he noted, the 
publications only made an impres- 
sion on the producers and the stars. 
“They were measured by weight 
rather than content,” the Col exec 
commented 

As a result of a survey of ex- 
hibitors and careful study, Lazarus 
said Col came to the conclusion 
that the old-style press book, is- 
sued almost without change for 
more than 30 years, was overloaded 
with “verbiage” and “garbiage.” 
As a result, Col took an old press 
book and “whited out all the eye- 
wash.”’ The result, Lazuras said, is 
a streamlined exhibitor’s aid which 
gives all the information quickly 
and accurately in less space and 
time. 

The old press 
about 20 pages, 


books averaged 
with some going 
as high as 70 pages for so-called 
blockbuster pictures. The new Col 
version of the press book will aver- 
age about six pages, including the 
ones for the company’s big pictures. 


Influencing the company to re- 
vise the “book,” according to Laz- 
arus, was the knowledge that it was} 
being used mainly by small exhibi- 
tors. First-run engagements and 
early dates, he pointed out, are 
serviced by a special kit which he 
described as “a Reader's Digest 
version of the press book.” Col 
Lazarus pointed, diseovered that 


the press book sh@uld function pri- 
marily as a “service manual” and 
that’s what the company hopes to 
provide with its new version, start- 
ing with the press book for “3:10 to 
Yuma.” 

At one time, Lazarus maintained, 
the press book served as method 
to influence the sale of a picture 
and for creating a feeling of im- 
portance by the size of the “book.” 
As a result, he noted, its function 
as a campaign aid became second- 
ary. 

Among the features of the “for- 
ward look” press book are: 


The cover page contains all vital; 


information about the picture, in- 
cluding cast, credits, synopsis, of- 
ficial billings and showmanship 
facets. 

All advertising is displayed in 
the center spread. A'l ad repro- 
cuctions are backed by type so that 
they may be clipped without muti- 
lating other ads. 

Ads in the most used sizes, up to 
320 lines, are made available in 
inexpensive campaign mats, which 
also include publicity stills and ex- 
ploitation art matter, Larger size 
ads also are show in the book. 

All accessories are listed in sim- 
plified form. 

The exploitation section contains 
showmanship ideas without wordy 
explanations and lays major stress 
©n radio and television potentials. 





UA’S OMAHA EXCHANGE 





4th New Branch Opens As Kickoff 
of 33 Sales Pows 





United Artists last week opened 
it: new Omaha exchange, the 
fourth branch facility established 
by the company in the past several 
years. 

Occasion also saw the kickoff of 
a series of 33 sales confabs to set 
area distribution plans for the com- 
pany's program. Session was con- 
ducted by James R. Velde, gen- 
eral sales manager. 

The exchange is a _ one-story 
building, formerly occupied by 
Paramount but redecorated by UA. 


‘La Strada,’ 55 Weeks For 
$410,000, Next to ‘Lili’ 
In N.Y. Trans-Lux Diary 


“La Strada,” being released in 
the U.S. by Trans-Lux, finished a 
55-week run at the N.Y. Trans-Lux 
52d Street Theatre last Sunday 
(4) with a gross of $410,000. 
Length ef run was only topped by 
“Lili,” a Metro release. 

Stamina of this Italian-made pic 
already has won it a big circuit 
booking, “La Strada” opening to- 
day (‘Wed.) on Loew’s metropoli- 
tan chain. Pie has been prepped 
in English for this and other cir- 
cuit engagements. Original cast 
was recalled to have their roles 
done in English by themselves for 
American audiences. “La Strada” 
so far has played a record number 


times, 


Yank Films Lead 





Frankfurt, July 30. 

The American distributors are | 
out in the lead for first six months | 
of 1957, with by far the highest | 
number of films passed by the Ger- 
man Censorship Control. The U.S. | 
companies got okays on 106 films 
out of a total of 218. And except 
for the Americans, nearly all the 
other foreign countries have fewer 
pix than in the previous year. 

The Yanks showed an increase 
over the January-June period of 
the previous year, with an increase 
froin 104 to 106. Germany also in- 
creased with 42 as against, 35 for 
the same period last year. 

Drops were recorded, though, 
with France down to 20 from its 
| previous 26, England down from 
fe to 15, Italy off from 18 to 15, 
Austria halved from 8 to 4, and 
Switzerland, Yugoslavia, Mexico, 





}| Denmark and Argentina all off. 


Russia brought in two films while 
Belgiunf, China, Finland 
Sweden had one apiece. 


Germans Rebel 


=e Continued from page 3 ——— 














agreement is actually tied to the 
General Agreement on Trade & 
Tariffs under which the German | 
Republic can’t raise its screen 
quota above 27'2%. Accord was 
negotiated on a governmental level, 
with the respective parties in a po- 
sition to cancel out on _ three 
months notice. This formal notice 
now will be given by the Ger- 
mans on Oct. I. 

Companies in N.Y. say the Ger- 
man situation must be watched 
carefully. It’s recalled that the 
present German economic policy is 
basically geared to a free trade 
concept as per the philosophy of 
Ludwiz Ehrhardt, Minister of Eco- 
nomics. It is suggested that, in 
West Germany, the American com- 
panies may taste the first bitter 
fruits of the Common Market, 
which has the enthusiastic endorse- 
ment of the State Dept. Should 
restrictions be imposed en imports, 
suggestion is made to let the U. S 
Government step in. 

Gérman producers have long ar- 
gued that too many American films 
are being imported into West Ger- 
many. The German argument has 
been that the U.S. distribs hurt 
themselves by “flooding” the mar- 
ket each year. The Americans ar- 
gue that there is plenty of b.o. 
room for all and that pictures auto- 
matically find their own levels. 

There’s considerable confidence 
among the companies in the abili- 
ties of Fred Gronich, the German 
representative of the Motion 
Picture Export Assn., to handle the 
situation and, if possible, to pre- 
vent a further deterioration via 
import restrictions. Gronich has 
excellent contacts, and the Ameri- 
can companies are lined up be- 
hind as they are in few other of 
the European markets. 





of key city arty houses, a fact which | 
has enabled it to land in Vartzery’s 
weekly boxoffice ratings numerous | 


1 in Germany 


and} 


Might Bore Kiddies 


Minneapolis, Aug. 6. 

In his favorable review of 
“Love in the Afternoon,” 
Minneapolis Tribune’s Will 
Jones upholds Radio City 
theatre’s “not recommended 
for children—adult entertain- 
ment” tag for it, but for a 
novel reason, 

“The recommendation 
for children) is valid, not be- 
cause the picture over-en- 
lighten the children regarding 
sex, but because it might bore 
them,” wrote Jones. 


(not 








es. 
Agonizing 
=e Continued from pace 5 eee 


exec last week. “Could it bk» that 
we are aiming at an old target?” 
There is a lot ot agonized reap- 
praisal going on in the industry as 
a result of current experiences. At 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 


| j ica, the big survey by Public Opin- 
| ion Research, aiming to establish 
la “profile” of the American audi- 
;ence, is progressing. But the sur- 
|vey deliberately skirts the issue 
of the product itself and instead 
concentrates on establishing who 
goes to see pictures and who do 
not, what keeps people at home, 
etc. 
“It'll be up to the individual 
|companies to take these findings 
and translate them into product 
| terms, ” commented an MPAA exec 
last week. “This is not something 
that we can do for them.” He ad- 
mitted that, to get the companies 
lto take active measures in imple- 
menting such a survey, was diffi- 
| cult, if not impossible. 


There is one school of thought 











which holds, stubbornly, that there | 
is nothing whatever wrong with 
the business that could not 


cured by a brace of good pictures. 
It is a belief that cannot be sway- 
ed by disappointing experiences 
with some top films. It does ad- 
mit, however, that the market is 
changing in both physica! and other 
aspects: that the day may come— 
or be already at hand—when films 
must be aimed at specific groups 
rather than the entire audience, 
and that this approach must be 
taken into account when the bud- 
| gets are worked out. Outside this 
| picture, of course, is the great big 
j}attraction which some eall a 
|“show” and others a “blockbuster.” | 
The potential of these films in to- 
day's market appears to be as un- 
jlimited as-that of the ordinary | 
feature shapes questionable and is 
|subiject to unpredictable audience | 
| whims. 

Some months ago, the J. Walter 
Thompson Agency released a study 
of “Interurbia,” the vast and grow- 
ing market that is evolving out of 
suburbia and is linking vast areas 
of dense population in the East’and | 
West. It explained it this way: 

“Instead of the old orderly pat- 
tern of city expansion which might 
be likened to the picture of one 
fried egg in a pan, with the yolk 
the central city and the white the 
outlying area, we have the picture 
of several fried eggs in one pan, all 
pushing out from. their own central 
jyolks. The yolks have been there 
for 75 years; it is the whites that 
have been expanding to create the 
new picture of scrambled eggs.” 

The new conditions being 
j}ereated are eausing trouble to in- 
dustries other than that of the mo- 
tion picture. Yet, the problems of 
the film biz are, in many respects, 
unique and its adjustment to 
ebanging patterns should be sen- 
sitively geared. There appears to 
be unanimity on one point: The 
key to the problem is product. 
Yet, its realistic application, the 
simple formula of “good pictures— 
good business” no longer holds 
true, no more than does the con- 
cept of the 12-year old mentality or 
the automatic sell. 

Here is how the J. Walter Thom- 
son study concludes: “We are at 
the foothills of a way of life which 
will require a higher degree of 
scholarship than we have ever em- 
ployed before .. . to know people's 
motivations and desires .. . to 
know how they live and why. they 
live as they do... and to know it 
all before it is too late.” 











Am t Stock Quotations 
For Week Ending Tuesday (6) 
N. Y. Stock Exchange 
1957 Net 
High Low sey Angee Weekly Tues. Change 
in 1 High Lew Close for wk. 
1744 11% ABC Vending po: 16°8 1414 1558 —154 
24% 20% Am Br-Par Th 105 20% 19% 1938 —% 
36%, 2934 CBS “A” ... 163 31% 3014 301% — 's 
3544-2914 CBS “B” ... 44 3012 2914 2912 — 7% 
20% 17 | a 26 1958 194% 1958 +%M% 
195g 13% fal. 247 1914 18% 19 +%% 
115 8134 Eastman Kdk. 81 110% #103 103 —6"8 
45% 3% es «id 1 4\2 414 438 — 's 
10% 7% List Ind. 66 9% 8’8 878 —'%4 
22 185g Loew’s ..... 660 18% 173%4 1778 — % 
9% 1734 Nat. Thea. .. 110 85 8% 838 + % 
36% 28% Paramount .. 25 3558 35 35 _— 1% 
183g 144% Philco . 68 157% 1538 153% — i's 
| i. 264 3538 3458 3458 +%M% 
8% 514 Republic ... 69 658 618 618 — %% 
13%, 1156 Rep., pfd. ; oy 1158 11% 11% — 
18142 14% Stanley War 56 17%8 1634 167% —% 
29% 25% Sterer ...... 31 26 25% 2534 _ 
3034 22% 20th-Fox .... 128 2778 2634 2778 —15% 
25°R 2134 United Artists 100 2358 22% 2234 —% 
307% 235g Univ. Pix . 4 29 2818 2818 + 
73 69 Univ. pfd. *40 6934 69 69 mA 
287% 22% Warner Bros. 23 23 2258 225% — 34 
121% 91% Zenith ...... 11 116°4 114 114 —l'3 
American Stock Exchange 
414 31 Allied Artists 55 3% 3 34 +% 
1% 53 C & C Super. 161 1 % Ya. —1/16 
6% 45g DuMont Lab 121 47% 434 44 — 4 
453 214 Guild Films. 79 3% 3 3 —% 
9% #7 Nat'l Telefilm 354 878 814 858 + 7% 
9 316 Skiatron .. 156 819 758 814 + 3% 
8°34 «6 Technicolor . 75 6 554 6 — 
Over-the-Counter Securities 
Ask 
Chesapeake Industries .....ccceseceesese 2 238 ne 
Cinerama Inc. ..... 0900s86o090dqngo oun en 158 oa 
Cimtramts Pret. oi vececcccccccccsssctas © 3% +%M% 
Official Films ....... Pr TTT ee 134 + % 
DONE =. .c0.50p000.00000000nen eae 208 —3 
©, Bo Fees 5. cnc ccsccsccedectéaéeeneeneee 478 —M% 
Walt Disney ........ Pee ee 2478 —1% 
* Actual Volume. 
(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 
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be “giving her Madison Square Gar- 


iden testimony.” 

| Youth for Christ heralds its film 
“by popular demand” titled “Un- 
finished Task” and that it was 
“voted (the) outstanding religious 
film last year.” 
director of this group at the Open 
Door Auditorium and attractions 
are billed as “Dennis Plies, marim- 
baist, national champion in Winona 
Lake Conference; Joy Robertson, 
soprano; John Cuneo, most out- 
standing violinist of Uruguay for- 
| merly with Chicago Symphony; 
iL.A. Quiz Team, just back from 
Winona.” 

Another Latin American fillip 
was heralded by the Bellflower 
|Evangelistie Center and its “great 
| deliverance revival” with Evan- 
lgelist Ray L. Boatright and Rev. 
/Epamondas Lima, Sao Paulo, Brazil; 
“colored motion pictures and 
‘colored slide pictures of the great 
revival in Brazil” were advertised. 

The Philosophical Research Soci- 





jety, Ine., presenting “nationally 
| known philosopher” Manly P. Hall, 
discussing “Is The Golden Rule 


Valid In Modern Living?” holds 
forth in fhe Campus Theatre. 

Thomas (“Magnificent Obses- 
sion”) Wyatt’s curriculum includes 
“wings of healing” broadcasts (sev- 
eral of them) and the (Rev. Faye) 
Spencer Healing Campaign is in 
its “18th great month” at the Re- 
vival Tabernacle, while the Archie 
Asch: & E. J. Siratt faith healing 
Miracle Church announces “a vi- 
sion of Jesus has been seen. Mir- 
acle of the blood. Demonic deliv- 
ered. Sick healed” Sunday night 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Hoover St. Baptist Church, Dr. 
Gilbert C. H. Bellshaw pastor, 
heralds “gospel preaching, teach- 
ing, singing,” also Dr. James 
Whale, Scotch missionary from 
whose single-col. cut-caption on 
“will tell of his conversion from 
Judaism to Christianity ... also 
tell of his escape from a Nazi 
dungeon.” 

(On the same news page is tidbit 
that “The Rev. O. L. Jaggers, 
founder of the World Church, is 
to marry his first cousin, Velma 
Mary Jaggers, tomorrow afternoon. 
The ceremony uniting the pastor 
and his cousin, a 37-year-old real 
estate broker, will take place in 
the church at 123 North Lake 
Street. It is the second marriage 





for both. The bride, to wear a 


Roy McKeown is | 


Africa, and the Rev. Oscar Stern, | 


the facing news page indicates he | 





L.A.’s Religious Showmanship 


Continued from page.1 





$1,400 wedding gown, will be at- 
tended by 21 bridesmaids , . .”) 

Back to the ads. The Angelus 
Temple, founded by Aimee Semple 
McPherson, has two permanent 
pastors apparently, one of them 
Dr. Relf K. McPherson. The Rev. 
Lorna De McPherson was spot- 
lighted leading the missionary 
service under the title, “Blow the 
Trumpet in Zion.” 

The 2nd Four Square Church 
has Wayne & Mary Westberg 
billed, and at the Christ Truth 
Church Dr. Ruth Hurley, president 
of the Coflege of Divine Meta- 


physics, Indianapolis, was guest 
speaker. 
It’s done by radio, viz. the 33d 


|year of the Old Fashioned Revival 
|Hour, Charles E. Fuller director 


(K RHM-FM, KABC, KGER, 
KXLA); the Church of the Air 
(KPOL); and by calling “any hour, 
day or night” Prayer Inc. asks “Do 
you n God’s help? We pray for 
or with you” by phoning EX 3- 
7474. The same service is offered 
by “Calvary’s Prayer Tower. If 
sick, in trouble or need prayer, 
call CU3-3522 no toll in L. A. or 
Alhambra districts or write P.O., 
Box 573, Alhambra, Calif., un- 
denominational.” 

There are many others such as 
the Rev. Bros. Kriyananda “the 
practical Mystic” whose Self-Reali- 
zation Fellowship Church of All 
Religions is on Sunset Blvd., or 
the Christian Psychical Institute, 
Rev. Estella Barnes, Dean. who 
variously schedules, on different 
days, “lecture, messages, seances, 
classes, healing.” 

There is also a two-inch ad, 
“Chureh for Sale, vicinity of Man- 
chester & Broadway, for informa- 
tion eall ORchard 17-0325.” 





Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
The old Vitagraph lot, now ABC- 
TV Center, was invaded by a the- 
atrical pie troupe for first time 
last week since Warners abandoned 
it. F-ZS Productions, making 


Mickey Rooney-starring “Baby Face 
Nelson,” used lot gate for location 
sequence. 

ABC-TV reconstruction project 
also got underway last week, un- 
der which every old building on 
the historie lot will be torn down. 
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After 
Picks Up Bit of 


By HANK WERBA 


San Sebastian, July 30. 
San Sebastian, until this year, 
was principally known as a gour- 
met center for sea food and a cool 
summer haven from the Spanish 
sun. The Basque resort town is 
now about to enter geo-history as 





one of the principal European film 
festival- sites. | 
| 


rhe designation seemed ques- | 


tionable when the first San Sebas- 
tian Int'l Film Festival limped off | 
to a lacklustre start but, halfway 
through the course, the fest picked | 


un speed and brilliance io termin- | 
ate in a semi-aura of prestige and | 
promise for the future. } 

The last four of the eight fos-| 
tival days saw an influx of govern- 
ment film officials from four Eu- 
ronean countries, a concentration 
of Spanish film stars with a notable | 
dribble from other Ruropean film | 
capitals and a full dress array of 
local industry personlities and tn- | 
ternational press seribes. | 

I‘alvy contributed to Weighten! 
fest vities with evelity pie entries | 
on the two closing days, a know- 
how fiesta at the heach showcase 
Ondarreta on Sat. (Tuly 27) and a 
fool nieht presentation ef Federico | 
F lini end his hit pic “Nights of 
Cohiria.” 

Italy's foreign film market spe-| 
cialists savvy the fine points in 
eeving festival popularity and 
ds. At fest curtain time, opin- 
n hee alreadyveered in faver of 


s 


king cons‘deration of Itaiian en- | 

s a secondary matter. | 
San Sebastian we na excention. | 
The Czech entry, “Model T” and 
the German entry, “There Is Al- | 
ways You.” were ertically rated | 
Italy's “Grandma Sabella’ | 
bet there were no lend objections | 
“Grandma” director Dino} 
Rici eame front and center to re- 
ceive the Golden Seashell for th» 
best fest picture, 

Croch Cermens each re- 
ce'ved consolation silver seashelis 
and heavy w'ndun boenauet ap- 
rlouse, In addition. O. W. Fischer's 
“There Is Always You” the wrote, 
divected and preduced) rated the 


ir 
v 
ft 

t 


ahove 


when 


pra 


Toternational Catholic award for 
the best feature and the Spanish 
S-reen Writers’ award for the best 


ot. The Czechs picked up still 
a third best feature prize from the 


ser 


International Catho'e award for 
te best feature and the Spanish 
S-reen Writers’ award for the hest 
sevipt, The Czechs picked up still a 


third best feature price from the 
Int'l Cinema Crities. Saemehow. it 


evened out. 
U. S. A. had’ no table at the 
awards banguet. fack Lamont, 


sales rep for Statesine indie pro- 
ducers. lost interest and Jeft ealy 
vhen his entry, “iss Before Dy- 
inc” was vanked from the official 
coneours beeause it had been in 
release in other countries. At least 
three other entries came under the 
same pall but fest prizes were not 
at stake and the matter was soft- 
pedalled. 

\bsence of U. S. Was lamented 
officially and unofficially. Ques- 
tion generally asked was why “La 


Motion Picture” (as the Erie John- 
ston organization is referred to in 
Svain) didn't move in with smiles, 


stars and celluloide to stun Spain 
for an invaluable pubiieity pay-off. 
Answers to the question were not 
very flattering. 

Serious fest shor:camings were 
nicked apart by seribes, guests and 
festival officials themselves. Fest 
director Antonio de Zulueta public- 
promised his committee would 
be on the job all year around to 
commit quality film entries and in- 
ternationally-known etars and per- 
sonalities for San Sebastian in °58. 


the actor, and tio cere, Gre objectively 
analyzed in detail in the August-September 
‘cue @f FILMS IN REVIEW. This ittus- 
trated issue ate contains: « repert 

the recent Mm festival in Czeehosiovakia; an 
article eg the renetions of the deaf to tatking 
pietures; ‘ 
morder 
on why 
repeatedly for years 
used in TV: an intrigui 
fer eggheads; 
all impertant 
ments on Gimausic and 








} Sn 


Lame Start, San Sebastian Fete 


Dazzle ‘n’ Promise 
He likewise went on record to pre- 
dict that the unused Kursaal here 


would be demolished to make way | 


for a modern festival auditorium. 

If Zulueta can accomplish all 
this, in addition to San Sebastian’s 
beautiful natural setting, golden 
beaches, first-class hotels, gourmet 
dineries and cool summer breezes, 
San Sebastian on the Half Shell 
for international film greats will 
become a reality during the last 
= er of July in the years 
ahead. 


TEXAS OZONERS SET 





JAN. 19 CONVENTION 


Austin, Tex., Aug. 6. 

Eddie Joseph, prez of the Texas 
Drive-In Theatre Owners Associa- 
tion, has set Jan, 19-20 as dates for 
the annual convention of the or- 
ganization te be held in Dallas at 
the Baker Hotel. 

Preston Smith, State Senator 
and theatre circuit operator at 


| Lubbock, has been named general 


convention chairman. 

Clyde Butter, executive secre- 
tary of the group, is inviting ap- 
plications for booth space. 








Continued from page 3 





ving Italy too rewards with pains. | f0day are needed to make realistic | 


Stories. “I'm not sure we'd get 
away today with using fake labels 
said one exec. He agreed, 
ever, that the wisdom of using 
brand names in a prominent way 
on the screen was questionable. 

It's said at the film companies 
that there was a time when big 
manufacturers of brand labels 
would spend much time and ef- 
fort to get their goods displayed 
on a film set. Opinion is that this 
effort today is less organized, 


” 
. 


how- 


TT 
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L. B. Mayer 


==—mm Continued from pase § 
Mayer’s appearance in court in 20 
days. 

Entry of Rogers into the Lo. 
situation, although in an action 
separation from the main battle 
lfor control of the company, is in 
itself a unique sidelight. Rog rs 
was the attorney who issued the 
first blast against the regime of 
former Loew's president Nicholas 
| M. Schenck at a stockholders’ meet- 
ling two years ago. As representa- 
tive of a group which at one time 
iheld some 50,000 shares, Rogers 
'was the first one to bring out in 
the open the charges of nepotism 
against Loew’s top brass. He was 
lalso highly critical of the settle- 
ments made with Mayer and his 
long-time associate, J. Robert Ru- 
bin. Just before the Joseph Tom- 
linson-Stanley Meyer faction en- 
tered the Loew’s picture, Rogers 
|was allied with Judge Louis Gold- 
stein of the Leon Lowenstein 
| Foundation, a heavy investor in 
Loew’s, in an effort to bring about 
|reforms in the company’s manage- 
ment. 

Recently Rogers has been sharp- 
ly antagonistic against the settle- 
| ment made with former production 
chief Dore Schary. Asked why his 
suit was only limited to L. B. 
| Mayer in light of his (Rogers’) feel- 
ling about the Rubin and Schary 
|deals, he declared: “One thing at 
|a time.” 
| Previous to filing the suit against 
| Mayer, Rogers told Variety that 
| he was outraged at the Schary set- 
itlement and disclosed that he 
| would bring up the subject at the 
|special stockholders’ meeting on 
|Sept. 12. It was pointed out to 
|him that Schary had a contract 
,and that the management had no 
|ehoice but to pay him off. “What 
{would you have done?” he was 
| asked. “I would have fired him 
and let him sue,” he replied. “I’m 
|eertain that we would have won in 
|eourt if we proved that he was in- 
| competent.” 

Meanwhile, Rogers is taking no 
|position in the fight between 
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Sheepherder or Press Agent 


[THOUGHT THIS INFLATION GAG UP?] 


Inflation is everywhere and the 


Cedar City, Utah, Aug. 6. 
cost of a location for a film com- 


pany has mounted steadily in the last few years. But no motion 
picture troupe ever had the possibility of added expense faced by 
Samuel Goldwyn Jr., for his “The Proud Rebel,” Alan Ladd-Olivia 


DeéHavilland western directed by 


Michael Curtiz. 


For a key scene in the film, Goldwyn needed 3,000 sheep: One 
of the local herders made a deal for rental—with the added proviso 
that the sheep will be weighed before and after the days’ work. If 
they’ve failed to make their normal ounce-a-day weight gain, the 
cost of one ounce of lamb chops (at current prices) per sheep will 


be added to the rental bill. 
PEE SHHSESES OOOO FOOOOD 





Second Stratford Ontario Film Festival 


++4++++¢+++++0++4By GERALD PRATLEY ++++++++++o+0+ 


Stratford, Ont., Aug. 6. 

This year’s Stratford (Ontario) 
International film festival was a 
great improvement over last year’s 
haphazard event. Running for two 
weeks at the 750-seat Vogue Thea- 
tre (not far from the big new Fes- 
tival theatre) the policy was to 
show one film in the afternoon 
and one in the evening, supported 
by a. program of short subjects 
coming from the same country as 
the feature film. 

Sixteen films not previously seen 
in Canada (and in some cases, in 
the USA) were screened, six of 
them being repeated during the 
second week. Three more films, 
Russia’s “Twelfth Night,” Israel’s 
“Hill 24 Doesn’t Answer,” and Aus- 
tralia’s “Back of Beyond,” were 
not new to the festival. 

The new films were shown in the 
following order: 


ne =.” Canada, 
a Spaies- 

“From } fe,” Czechosh kia. 
“On the ery,” USA. aie ten 
“The Naked Eye,” USA. 


“The Girl in Black,” Greece. 
“The Girl and the Oak,” Yugoslavia. 
“The 's neral,” Germany. 
“Preneh Can Can,” F 
we 

“Pacific iny,”* 
“Malva.” U: 

“The Rose on the Arm,” Japan. 


“Ordet,” Denmark 





“Carry On Admiral,” Britain. } 
“Canadian Profile,” Canada. | 


The most popular film was Re- | 
noir’s “French Can Can,” and the | 


best pictures were generally con- 
sidered to be “Ordet,” “The Girl 
in Black,” “The Girl and the Oak,” 
and “The Devil’s General.” Most 
unsuitable’ picture shown was 
“Carry On, Admiral.” 

Short subjects were excellent 
and new, the best among them 
being “The Civil War,” “Mortu- 
ments of the Kremlin,” “City of 
Gold” and “It’s a Crime” from 
Canada’s National Film Board, 
“Jiri Trnga’s Puppets,” “The Magic 
Brush” from China, “Ballet Girl” 
from Denmark and F. R. Crawley’s 
“Generator 4,” also Canadian. 

To sum up: while the festival of 
films was better organized than 
last year’s, it lacks the festival 
atmosphere one gets with the Strat- 
tord plays, and it has failed as yet 
to attract more film critics, enthu- 
siasts, film makers, distributors 
and exhibitors. The films were at- 
tended each day to the extent of 
about half of the theatre’s seating 
capacity by people visiting Strat- 
ford to see the plays. 

Leonid Kipnis, who was to have 
directed the film festival, fell ill, 
and John Hayes, Stratford's pro- 
duction manager, followed through. 
The gross was $6,500 for the two 
weeks with $1,400 plus 20% of the 
gross going to Premier Theatres, 
which owns the Vogut. Festival 
should break even after costs. 





though New York doesn’t discount | Loew's prexy Joseph R. Vogel and 
the possibility of some Coast set-'the Tomlinson faction. “I don’t 
dressers being impressed in vari-| want to prejudge the situation un- 


Loew Finger-Pointing 





including “recognizable” props. 
Impact of what people see on 
the sereen is very strong. Story 
is told of a conscientious pro- 
ducer who, to avoid identification, 
had a special, unrecognizable car 
made up. When the picture was 
released, the studio was showered 
with mail from people inquiring re 
the make of the automobile. 
There was a period when the 
studios carefully sidestepped use 
of known brands. This changed 
with the rise of realism in film- 
making and the advent of tv. Not 
only household and other goods, 
but also magazines now appear 
regularly im pix. 


ous ways with the importance of | 


til I know the basie position of 
| Vogel and Tomlinson,” he said. 
However, he deplored the “inter- 
{mai strife” and noted the company 
has been going through a “difficult 
ordeal involving an entire shake- 
up in organization.” He urged that 
“calm heads” ought te prevail *“to 
bring the dissenting points of view 
into harmony.” 





Columbia Pictures International 
Corp., a California company, has 
filed a statement designating its 
New York State offices for the con- 
| duct of a motion pictures and lit- 
erary properties business. Morti- 
mer Wormser is _ vicé-president. 
Schwartz & Frohlich, filing attor- 
neys at Albany. 








"THE CURSE OF FRANKENSTEIN"....RADIO 





SPOT ANNOUNCEMENT 


SOUND : 


IN WITH SWEET REFRAIN..."“THERE'S NO 
PLACE LIKE HOME"...THEN WOMAN 


SCREAMING...GUN SHOTS...THEN OUT 


VOICE: 


(SARDONICALLY FOREBODING) 


- «Hmm, there's no place like home... 


that last year 


homes?...Over 


that's what you think...Do you know 


around 41,349 people 


murdered in cold blood in their 


two million deaths oc- 


curred in the home?...That there were 


over one million serious accidents in 


the home?...Friend, your home is a 


tr 
Ge 


!..-You'’re in danger! 
out of your house. 
mew movie "THE CURSE OF FRANKEN- 


Get out! 
Go see that 





their seats, s 
scared, terrif 


guarantee it. 





of books about movies; 
ontainiag hard-te-come-by 
inctuding. in this toewe, 
fim festival and the 

President Vogei's eharge 
is trying te @apture the 
ewsstands or from uv direst. 

FREE 


We will send the Aequct-SeptemBer issue free 
to all whe subseri*e ‘*r one . Rates: 64.59 
a the US: S475 Iv faneca: $5 elsewhere. 


FILMS IN REVIEW 








Union Square, New York City 3 


STEIN"! You may see people shaking in 


creaming !...You'll be 
ied—but you'll be safe 


—you won't be killed—we personally 


And please, when you 


see "THE CURSE OF FRANKENSTEIN" in 
WarnerColor—try not to faint— 
Warner Brothers would appreciate it. 


LIVE TAG ENDING 





|ONNCR: IN WITH LOCAL 
\" 





(In connection with the “horrorthon” and “screamiere” gim- 
micks being worked by Warners for the British import, “Curse of 
Frankenstein,” the above radio commercial has special interest 


since it was written personally by Robert Taplinger, WB's ad-pub 
chief, who dates back to the good old days in broadcasting.—ED) 





the Tomlinson faction made one of 
their several serious tactical er- 
rors in attempting to call off the 
Sept. 12 stockholders’ meeting, 
thus seeking to deny the stockhold- 
ers the right to make the final de- 
cision on who should run the com- 
pany. 

Tomlinson group almost de- 
cided to throw in the towel 
when Robert Heller & Associ- 
ates, the management consult- 
ant firm im Cleveland, pulled 
the surprise switch and re- 
versed its report to the board 
of directors. Originally, the 
purpose of the rump meeting 
was to act on the original Hel- 
ler report which called for the 
ouster of Vogel. However, 
when the new Heller report, 
which called Vogel the best 
man to run the company if he 
had the support of a majority 
of the board, was issued, the 
Tomlinson group was shy of 
ammunition. . 

At this point, Louis B. Mayer, 
assumed the open and personal 
rule of the dissidents’ battle. With 
Mayer spearheading the fight, the 
Tomlinson fartion held the rump 

as scheduled, despite the 
Heller somersault, and took a 
number of actions which Vogel im- 
mediately assailed as “illegal.” 
Temlinson’s Argument 

In filing Tomlinson’s petition in 
the Delaware court, a Wilmington 
attorney contended that “a vacancy 
on the board of directors may be 
filled by the directors in office, al- 
though they may be less than a 
quorum.” 

Vogel’s faction maintained that 
the “election” of the two new di- 
rectors—Louis B. Mayer and Bris- 
kin—(needed to manufacture a 
quorum)—was illegal, and thus any 
business transacted at the meeting 
was not, binding. 

Tomlinson’s Delaware attorney 
said, as part of his complaint, that 
Vogel’s objections to the election 
of the two new directors “ignore 
the right of five board members to 
fill vacancies on the board.” He 
added, too, that if the Vogel group 
is permitted to gain control of 





Continued frem page 4 





Loew’s, the company would “suf- 





fer from internal, chaos, loss and 
damage.” 

In announcing that Loew’s is 
preparing to enter the Chancery 
Court proceedings instituted in 
Delaware by Tomlinson, Vogel 
stressed that the Tomlinson group 
has “gone on record as opposing 
the special stockholders’ meeting” 
called for Sept. 12. “They wish to 
prevent the true owners of Loew's 
Inc. from voting on the removal 
eharges brought against him,” Vo- 
gel added. He said the company 
also welcomed the chance “to pre- 
sent the full story of the cam- 
paign” which Tomlinson, Louis B. 
Mayer and Stanley Meyer “have 
carried out to win control of the 
company.” 

Meanwhile, Vogel has - ignored 
the resolution of the rump meet- 
ing demanding the calling off of 
the Sept. 12 stockholders’ session. 
Loew’s has retained Georgeson & 
Co. and the Kissel Organization to 
solicit proxies for the Vogel-pro- 
posed meeting. The special meet- 
ing was called by Vogel to consider 
the removal of Tomlinson and 
Stanley Meyer from the board on 
the ground they have allegedly 
hamstrung the operations of the 
company. 


UA’s 35¢ Per Share 


Board of directors of United Art- 
ists at a meeting yesterday (Tues.) 
declared 2 Sees of 35¢ per 

e on company’s common 
shar mp 





is payable Sept. 27 to 
stockholders of record Sept. 13. 
This is the second divvy declared 
by UA since it became a public 
corporation several months ago. 


George Margolin to E trope. 


[ New York Theatre | 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rocketelier 6-4600 




















Wednesday, August 7, 1957 VARIETY 23 





TV programming competition can be grim or great~ 
depending upon how you rate. In the coming battle of 
fall ratings these are the facts that confront the 
top competitors: 


New shows will comprise 57% of all programming 
scheduled for fall viewing . . . 


carrying with them the specter of last season’s 
heavy mortality rate... 


making mandatory the need to intensify audience 
promotion—for returnees as well as newcomers— 
particularly in light of the growing practice of 
Dialmanship (i.e., selective viewing). 





CONCERNED WITH RATINGS? 


¢ 


When you recognize the importance of talking up tune- 
in, you realize the influence of TV GUIDE. 


TV GUIDE hits one out of every seven TV homes. 


. More than 12 million televiewers turn to TV GUIDE— 
iy several times a day, seven days a week—to decide 
r which shows are worth watching. 


Hence the growing group of fall sponsors who will give 
audiences TV GUIDANCE. (A partial list): 


er ee 


Aluminum Co.ofAmerica Jos. Schiltz Brewing Co. 





; Chrysier Corp. (Sales 
} r Sylvania Electric 
Division; Plymouth) Prod a 
The American Tobacco 
Co. (Pall Mail) Ford Motor Co. 
R. J. Reynoids Tobacco Richfleid Olli Corp. 
; Co. (Camels; Winston) 
United States Stee! Corp. Krat Feeds Co, 
Liggett & Myers Tobacco The Quaker Oats Co. 
Co. (Chestertieids; 
ae Eastman Kodak Co, 
Phitp Morris, inc. 
(Mariboro) Miller Brewing Co. 


Programming costs are predictable. Program ratings 
are not. For these blue-chip sponsors (and for you) 
TV GUIDE is, in effect, a profitable form of audience 
assurance. The details are as close as your telephone. 
Call your TV GUIDE representative today. 
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No FCC Decision On Pay-TV Until 
Sept. 17 at the Earliest; Can't Tell 


Which Way Agency Ball Will Bounce 





Washington, Aug. 6. 

Federal Communications Cant 
mission will wait until mid-Septem- 
ber to decide whether to authorize 
subscription tv on the commercial 
channels. Following a meeting last 
Thursday (1) during which it re- 
viewed a staff summary of the com- 
ments recently filed in response to 
its call for information on how 
tests should be conducted, the 
agency scheduled a special session 


for Sept. 17 “to consider the ques- 
tions involved in reaching a deci- 
sion.” The commissioners will be 
on vacation for the next four weeks. 

Consideration of the subject last 


week came as a big surprise since 
the final comments in the proceed- 
ings were filed only July 22. How- 
ever, inasmuch as the Commission 
was holding its last regular weekly 
meeting before the vacation recess, 
the staff brought up its summary, 


to bring the agency up to date on’ 
the proceedings for whatever dis- 
position it desired to make. Ad- 
ministrative changes instituted by 
Chairman John C. Doerfer, it was 


learned, were responsible for the 
expeditious action of the staff. 

It's expected that when the Com- 
mission gets together for its spe- 
cial meeting it will reach its de- 
cision quickly. It's also expected 


that—-in view of the lack of enthu- 


siasm on the part of the propo- 
nents for trial demonstrations—the 
agency will either authorize sub- 
scription or kill it. If the decision 
is for authorization, it’s practically 
certain that a limitation would be 


imposed, probably to restrict the 
service to non-network stations in 
cities with at least four stations. 
This would insure the viewer a 
choice of the free programs of all 
networks. 

At present the agency has only 
six commissioners but by the time 


they return from vacation there 
will be a seventh member—Fred- 
erick W. Ford, whose nomination 
is awaiting Senate confirmation. 


It's quite conceivable that the vote 
on authorization would be so close 
that Ford could decide the issue. 
Although he has not participated in 
the current proceedings, he is not 
unfamiliar with the history of sub- 
scription. He was a member of the 
Commission staff when Zenith orig- 
inally petitioned for authorization 
of its “Phonevision” system and 
when the agency authorized a trial 
run in Chicago in 1950. . 
Whether developments in closed 
circuit subscription (wire) might 
(Continued on id on page 4 40) 


$1,500,000 Singer 
Splurge Daytime 


Singer Sewing Machine Co., 
making its entry into daytime net- 
work video, will spend ap esti- 
mated $1,500,000 in the coming 
season on Arthur Godfrey via CBS- 


TV. CBS Radio will be getting 
additional bucks through simulcast 
of the quarter-hour weekly being 
bought by the bankroller. Plus 
that, the radio net will alse carry 


an additional quarter-hour for 


Singer once a month. 


The tv gross, according to the 
network, represents a 26-week firm 
buy in behalf of Singer. Thereaf- 
ter, it's Singer's option to renew in 
13-week cycles. Pact was made 
through Young & Rubicam. 

The extra monthly quarter hour 
on radio in the Godfrey ayemer 
will run on a different day from 
the regular weekly buy. Days have 


not been decided. 


$4, 000, 000 JURGENS 
ACCOUNT TO C&W 


Cunningham & Walsh copped the 
$4,000,000 Andrew Jergens account 
this week, taking over from Rob- 
ert W. Orr, which lost the account 
two months ago. 

Advertiser has recently turned 
more toward tv, though last year 
nearly $1,500,000 went into mags. 
Jergens’ Deep Cleanser and New 
Products division will remain with 
Stockton, West, Burkhart. 


The All-Night Listeners 


Boston, Aug. 6. 

Who listens to all night 
radio in Boston? Norm Nathan, 
WHDH disk jockey, who re- 
placed machine music from 
midnight to 5.30 am. with 
“Sounds in the Night,” de- 
cided to find out. 

He asked his listeners to 
write and tell him the reason 
they listened during the wee 
hours and awarded.the best 
letter a camera. A cross sec- 
tion of the letters from the 
predawn listeners revealed: a 
student of English lit, who 
sta) up at night because there 
are 1oo many people around in 
the daytime; an _ insurance 
salesman who says he gets 
more paper work done late at 
night listening to radio; 
mothers up with their babies; 
one wrote she has twins and 
does her housework during the 
night; musicians and extooters; 
factory workers on the night 


shift; night watchmen; wait- 
resses; insomniacs; cab dri- 
vers; x-ray technicians and 


parking lot attendants. 





Frisco AFTRA’s 
‘Gotta Shows Us 
Pay-IV Caution 


San Francisco, Aug. 6. 
Frisco local of American Federa- 
tion of Television-Radio Artists fol- 
lowed up AFTRA _ convention's 
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JIMMY AND NNY 
NELSON 0° DAY 
Currently an spokesman 

| for the NESTLE Co. 
Management— Mercury Artists Corp. 
‘Be 30 Fifth Ave., New York, JU 6—6500 








‘NABET, ABC Resolve 
Fracas on ‘Bandstand’; 
Welk Show Lopped Off 


Strike by National Assn. of 
Employees & Techni- 
was averted yesterday} 
(Tues.) when ABC-TV and the 
technicians union came to terms 


|}in a fracas over the new 90- minute | 


| operated stations, 


stand against pay-tv last week by. 


mailing three-page letter to offi- 


cials of 17 Frisco area cities where | 


Skiatron has requested closed-cir- 
cuit franchise. 

Letter raised a number of ques- 
tions about pay-tv, pointed out the 
local will “take every means pos- 
sible to oppose the establishment 
of pay-tv here until some of these 
basic questions are resolved.” Let- 


ter also said local would ask the) 


{ing sessions.” 


daily show, “American Bandstand.” | 
NABET objected to the program 
coming from WFIL-TV, Philadel- 
phia, which was not signed with 
one of its own shops. 

ABC-TV promised NABET, which 
has agreements with its owned & 
that no union 
employees would be laid off as a 
result of “Afternoon Film Festival” 
being replaced’ by “Bandstand.” 
“AFF,” though mostly film, used 
technicians to transmit live com- 
mercials and introductions. 

Hassle resulted in ABC's spon- 
sored Lawrence Welk Monday night | 
hour being cancelled and a 
shown instead. Trouble began 
the afternoon, during “Bandstand,” | 
when network execs had to man 
equipment because NABET em- 
ployees went into “grievance writ- 
There were black- 


| outs in Chicago and Frisco and de- 


powerful Bay Area Labor Councils 


“to support us.” 
Questions included: 


“What kind of Programming will 


be involved . 
“What Sesistinahan charges . . 
“What will the public 

charged . 

“Will there be any regulation of 

any kind . 

“What will be the impact . 

local and network padi 
ming .. .?” 

“What obligations will the Pay- -tv 

system owners assume . 
“Most important . 


o” 


be 


‘ Is it pos- 


sible that by proper regulation pay-) 


tv could serve the public by stimu- 
lating competiti6n, improving tv 
(Continued on page 36) 


lays and technical in 


‘Ding Dong’ Oniy in Chi 
As Weaver Web Waits 


Chicago, Aug. 6. 

Dr. Frances Horwich's 
Dong School,” intended as the | 
kickoff opus of Pat Weaver’s new 
Program Service network, starts | 
Aug. 26 on Chi’s WGN-TV, whence 
it is supposed to originate. Al-| 
though it will only be beamed lo- 
"| cally at the start, the moppet show 
presumably will be picked up later 
by the PS affiliates in New York, 
Washington, Philadelphia, 
more, Cleveland, Cincinnati and St. 
Louis. Date for the hookup, how- 
ever, has not been approximated. 
“Ding Dong School” was created 
on WNBQ here on Oct. 3, 1952, be- 


difficulties 





‘fore its tenure on the NBC-TV net. 











Suspicion’ | Vs. ‘Studio One’ 


One of the more significant competitive situations shaping up 
for the fall is the Monday night brawl anticipated between NBC- 


TV's new “Suspicion” 


entry and CBS’ veteran 


“Studio One.” As 


it now looks, NBC has everything to gain in the 10-11 p.m. period 


and CBS much to lose. 


It’s the first time the two webs will be competing directly in 


the hour time 
Montgomery Presents” 


period, for one thing, 
has always bridged the 9:30-10:30 gap and 
never programmed 10:30 to 11. Even more to the point, 


since NBC via its “Robert 


it’s going 


to be an allout slugfest pitting dramatics against dramatics, and to 


polish it up still more, 


“Studio One” 


shows every sign of readying 


a fight on “Suspicion’s” own home grounds via the more extensive 
use of suspense and melier yarns. 

But what really points up the trade interest in the rivalry is the 
commercial aspect of the battle, pinpointed by Westinghouse’s 


notice to CBS that it may drop “Studio One” 


at the end of Decem- 


ber. CBS faces a major battle either way—if it makes good with 
“Studio One” and continues to top NBC in the 10 to 11 hour, it 


still must fight for that Westinghouse business, 


and if Westing- 


house drops, must go through the painful routine of finding some- 
one to bankroll the hour. And if “Suspicion” proves a winner and 


stampedes “Studio One,” 


that will not only put the clincher on the 


Westinghouse dropout but will make it that much tougher for CBS 


to find a sponsor replacement. 


Of course, NBC stands the risk of being unable to sell off the re- 
maining quarter of “Suspicion,” 
sold to Ford and Bulova is firm and there are no worries on that 
score. Actually, the only party sitting really pretty in the situation 





but the current three-quarters 


is Lawrence Welk on ABC, who has that strong 9:30 to 10:30 


lapover. 


“Ding 


Balti- | 


Symphony of the Air, 
$6,000 for top soloists. 


the moment. 


Bell Telephone Hanging Up? 


There’s more than casual significance attached to the possibility 
that the Bell Telephone Hour will call it quits and not return to 
its NBC radio stand next season. This is the last of the veteran 
top-budgeted showcases that refused to narrow its sights—and 
sounds—in perpetuating the network radio of old. True, 
not been alone among bigtime musical stanzas, since Firestone is 
due to return to ABC, but the latter henceforth is abandoning 
simulcasting and is going “tv only,” while CBS Radio’s ambitious 
Sunday afternoon Woolworth Hour is a johnny-come-lately. 

But in a day and age when network radio has assumed new 
concepts and sales patterns almost totally divorced from the half- 
hour programming form, Bell Telephone has never deviated from 
its qualitative, high-priced course. Its orchestral complement of 
58 musicians, including many from the ranks of Arturo Toscanini’s 
has been without peer in radio, representing 
a $6,000 weekly nut for orch alone. It has been paying $5,000- 


it has 


There’s nothing definite about the cancellation, but NBC says 
the future status of the Bell Telephone series is extremely iffy at 








Hal James to D-C-5-S 


Ellington agency, Hal James is 
leaving to become veepee,and di- 
rector of radio and television at 
Doherty, Clifford, Steers & Shen- 
field agency. 

He checks in at his new berth 
on Aug. 15. 


NBCRadioRepacts 
With Nielsen—But 


With Reservations 


After keeping Nielsen dangling 
for several days, NBC Radio once 
|more will pact for the research 
| company ’s national radio service, 
” | but not without objections. That 
|}makes two out of three returnees 
for Nielsen from among NBC, CBS 
and ABC, with the latter still 
standing on its-no takers policy. 

Joe Culligan, NBC Radio boss, is 
still unhappy over Nielsen's in- 
ability to supply figures on out-of- 
home radio listening. Culligan 
felt that the answer to the problem 
may have come “through an elec- 
tronic measurement,” perhaps an 
oscillating detection device. Niel- 
sen at present has no means for 
measuring car radios, portables and 
other mobile listening units, which 
Culligan said amount to 60,000,000 
radios. 

Though Nielsen has not been 
able to beat the out-of-home rap, 
| it has been preparing changes for 
the September books. Changes 
are along lines recommended by 
the networks. Researcher will no 
longer deal primarily in ratings, 
| but instead in the total number of 
unduplicated listeners. 

Culligan said Nielsen “failed 
|adequately to measure 60,000,000 
(Continued on page 36) 


DuM Plans to Make 
Like a Network Again 
On Major News Events 


In a limited sense, _DuMont 
Broadcasting is considering going 
back into network television. It 
already has some “minor” network 
ties, but the outfit, in a recent pol- 
icy decision, is going to transmit 
major specia} news events out of 
Washington to its owned & oper- 
ated station WABD, in New York, 
and any indie or network station 
elsewhere that wants to take it. 

WABD has long fed the Monday 
night fights to stations across the 
eastern U. S., in order to spread 
the heavy cost of maintaining box- 
ing. Same basic reasoning is be- 
hind the special events coverage; 
the cost of remotes and transmis- 
sion can best be handled by spread- 
ing the charges over a “networ 

Availing itself of WTTG's staff 
and cameras—the Washington out- 
let being the other DuMont o&0 
—Dumont is presently covering the 
Senate labor and management in- 
vestigation four hours a day. Sta- 
tions in Philly, Waterbury, Conn., 
and Easton, Pa., are carrying the 
hearings. 























After 12 and a half years with) 





| ABC Radio's Program Chief: ‘It’s 
Better If We Don’t Know Talent 


+ 
v 


jh 


Trade eyebrows went way up to 
ere last week over the comment: 
‘Those of us at the critical end 
are making it a firm policy not to 
know the talent in order that we 
may retain our objectivity and 
listen and cvtiticize continually.” 
That’s what Stephen B. Labunski, 
program vicepresident of Ameri- 
can Broadcasting Network, had to 
say. Statement was written in an 
undersigned letter, addressed to 
the radio network's entire staff, 
announcing Herb Oscar Anderson 
as the first of the personalities 
pacted under ABN’S new program 
plan. 

To some observers, the state- 
ment by Labunski. who only lately 
joined .ABN after a stint as a 
program executive at WDGY in 
Minneapolis, was at odds with the 
facts. He worked at least reason- 
ably closely with Anderson before; 
Anderson worked for him a year 
ago as a WDGY deejay. 

Labunski, when questoned about 
the seeming contradicton, said that 
the “simplest way to explain is 
that I am not one of those persons 
at the critical end.” The program 
chief felt that he “certainly would 
be excluded from this; because, of 
necessity, I must seek and talk 
with talent, at least at the begin- 
ning ‘of the ABN program up- 
heaval).” 

He added that it was “wise” for 
those “who can detach themselves” 
to do so. “This, however, is a teche 
nique, not a basic philosophy” for 
operating radio program selection, 
Labunski said. 

Up to the point where the puzz- 
ling declaration began, Labunski 
wrote in his letter to employees: 
“Prior to the time (Anderson) goes 
on the air, we will have cut and 
criticized many auditions. We have 
already gone through four auditions 
and every time have found many 
details to improve the product. We 
will continually find more because 
a perfect program was never pro- 
duced.” 


ABC Radio Studies 


Revamp of News 


American Broadcasting Network 
has begun considering major for- 
mat revisions in news program- 
ming, a radio network staple to- 
day, now that prexy Robert East- 
man is implementing his live mu- 
sic and variety arrangement with 
the rest of the programming. 
Nothing concrete has developed 


this early in the planning, but it 
is understood the network and its 
new management are beginning a 
check of affiliates on how to re- 
hash news to fit the current ABN 





theory of programming being 
strictly “Compatible” to local 
needs. 


Network, essentially, is looking 
for angles. in programming that 
can’t be duplicated by the local 
affiliates. There is a dearth of 
local commentary, so a suggestion 
being considered is for ABN to al- 
ter its on-the-hour five-minute 
news wrapups. A couple of min- 
utes might be devoted to one of 
the many ABN national commenta- 
tors, with the local stations either 
continuing with three minutes or 
so of network news or splicing the 


(Continued on page 36) 
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Why Did Caesar, Weaver Break Up? 


It’s no longer a secret that Pat Weaver and Sid Caesar have 
agreed to go*their separate ways,‘but not generally known is the 
fact that the splitup in their relationship was on anything but 
amicable terms. In fact it’s understood that the agreement to dis- 
agree on whatever joint aspirations they had in mind was attended 
by considerable bitterness—and that's how matters now stand. 

Initially Weaver and Caesar were talking in terms of theatrical 
pix presentations based on Caesar’s ex-tv shows. This involved 
Republic Pictures. But somewhere along the line the whole thing 
blew up, leaving scars in the Weaver-Caesar relationship. 

Caesar subsequently initiated the talks with Imogene Coca for 
a reuniting of the team in half-hour format and these talks have 
since been pursued. NBC is now confident that the show wil! be 
on the air by Jan, 1 (after the new season's first flush of 13-week 
cancellations) and an NBC spokesman reports that, despite the 
two-star status of the live entry, Caesar is willing to price it at a 


scale that will permit cost-per-thousand-conscious sponsors to live 
with it. On that basis C doesn’t anticipate major roadblocks on 
selling the show. (While there’s no definite certainty that the 


Caesar-Coca teamup is an “NBC baby,” it’s understood Caesar still 
looks upon that network as “home base’’). 

As of the time Caesar and Coca reunite, it will be without the 
services of Howard Morris, whose parting with Caesar was entirely 
amicable. It was simply a case of Morris, after a Caesar association 
dating back to ’49, deciding that he wouldn’t fit into the half-four 
condensation. Morris’ plans for next season are indefinite. 

Interesting aftermath of the Caesar-Weaver breakup has many 
wondering where that leaves the public relations firm of Dine & 
Kalmus, whose initial allegiance was to Caesar, but who now also 
represent Weaver & Co. Obvious question being posed is: Which 


Robt. Sarna ‘What's the Shouting 


About? ... There IS a Soft TV Market 


NBC president Robert Sarnoff + 
pulled off the neatest trick of the 
week in his newest open letter to 
the nation’s radio-tv editors, which 
he devoted to the N.Y. Times’ Jack 
Gould Page One article on the 
soft tv market. Instead of going 
after Gould’s article, which he 
gaid was essentially correct in its 
facts, he accused the other webs 
and the Television Bureau of Ad- 
vertising (though not by name) of 
cutting up like 10-year-old kids 
in their rebuttal and thereby ob- 
scuring the main issue, that “tele- 
vision is subject to the same 
stresses of an inflationary and at 
times unsettled economy that every 
other important American industry 
is.” 

“The facts in the article were 
correct,” said Sarnoff. “Yet the re- 
buttals from some network and in- 
dustry sources sought to bury these 














The End 


NBC president Robert Sarn- 
off’s statement anent tv's soft 
market cued an emergency 
huddle among CBS top brass 
last Friday (2) and for a while 
it was touch and go as to 
whether Columbia should 
chime in with a re-rebuttal to 
the NBC rebuttal. 

Calmer judgments finally 
prevailed and it was decided to 
let the whole thing go by the 
boards. 


$4,000,000 Biz At 
Helene Curtis Up 





facts under an avalanche of non- 
responsive claims. There was talk 
of record gross television sales dol- 
lars, of television’s increasing per- 
centage of all advertising revenue. 
One retort, right out of left field, 
indulged in a tailored comparison 
of nighttime audience ratings. An- 
other even inferred that the N.Y. 
Times circulation might be declin- 
ing. All of them, I thought, were 
wide of the mark in answering the 
main point of the article; indeed, 
they had the unfortunate effect of 
obscuring it. I interpreted that 
point to be simply this: television 
(Continued on page 36) 


ABC-TV Hot About 
Sat. Nite Musicals 


Once more the blueprint for a 
musical Saturday night on ABC- 
TV has gained favor at the net- 
work. ABC, apart from the 9-10 
p.m. Lawrence Welk stanza for 
Dodge, is non-commercial and un- 
programmed on Saturday nights, so 
that the web is contemplating con- 
tinuing “Country Music Jubilee” 
(revised “Ozark Jubilee”) at 10 
into the fall. 

Another musical show, to be 
used before Welk, the base point, 
is “Big Beat,” a rock ’n’ roll show 
which began on the network re- 
cently. Musie idea along similar 
lines was brought up at the begin- 
ning of the last season, but lost 
out to use of feature films at 7:30. 

ABC is weighing programs for 
another wide open night, Sunday 
between the end of Kaiser’s “Ma- 
verick” at 8:30 and Philip Morris 
with Mike Wallace at 10. No deci- 
sion has been reached about pro- 
gia for the open hour-and-a- 

alf. 








For Agency Grabs 


Chicago, Aug. 6. 

Helene Curtis Industries has 
withdrawn its Spray Net, Tweed 
and Lentherie lines from Earle 
Ludgin & Co. and now is scouting 
some 14 other ad agencies as pros- 
pects for those accounts. HC busi- 
ness, it’s estimated, was worth over 
$4,000,000 in billings to Ludgin 
last year. 

George M. Factor, HC veep in 
charge of advertising, said his 
company was particularly interest- 
ed in “the imaginative and creative 
treatment” that the considered 
agency could give the products. 
Another requisite is that the agen- 
cy must have a Chicago office. 
Factor said a decision was at least 
three weeks away. 

It’s still possible that some of 
the former Ludgin business may 
go to Gordon Best Co. and/or the 
Edward H. Weiss shop, which be- 
tween them handle the remainder 
of the company’s cosmetics. 

Coincidental with the axing of 
Ludgin agency was the departure 
of Troy Knowles, public relations 
chief HC for the past three 
years. 


’ . 
Texas’ Biggest Stick 
San Antonio, Aug. 6. 
Three local tv station will have 
an increased range of 100 miles 
after construction of-a 1,531-foot 
tower just approved by the Federal 
Communications Commission. The 
tower will be the tallest in Texas. 
KENS, WOAI and KONO, the 
city’s three VHF television sta- 





tions, will use the tower jointly. 





Its location will be 17 miles south- 
east of the city. 


SILENCE’ S 


INGERS? 





TROUBLE AHEAD 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


The imminence of a ‘guest star | 
price war has been written and/ 
talked about for some weeks now. 
There’s nothing particularly new in| 
the knowledge that the upcoming | 
season will witness an unprece- | 
dented scramble for names, with) 
result that the accomplished singer | 
has never had it so good in his life. | 
With a 20-week vaudeo circuit} 
staring him in the face, he can| 
practically write his own ticket—| 
within bounds. | 

Take the case of “The Big Rec-, 
ord,” CBS-TV’s big hour variety 
show which preems in September | 
in the ex-Godfrey 8 to 9 period) 
Wednesday nights as one of the| 
major new entries of the '57-58 tv 
semester. It’s virtually all booked 
up clear through the Christmas 
show. All told some 65 acts span-| 
ning 15 shows have already been 
committed to signature, and with! 
“Big Record” having a $100,000) 








| weekly budget to play around with| 


(show is SRO- sponsorwise) that's! 
a hefty piece of loot riding on the 
musical’s potential. 

But what is particularly interest- 
ing is that in every one of the 65) 
instances CBS (or more specifically | 
Milt Berger, who is booking all the | 
acts for exec producer Lester! 
Gottlieb and producer Lee Cooley) | 
has slapped a $7,500 ceiling as tops 
for guests—take it or leave it. Not | 
that everybody's getting that much | 
(more are in the $3,000-$4,000) 
bracket), but nobody, regardless of | 
name or stature, is getting more.| 
“Record” wanted Marian Anderson | 
for the Christmas show, but not} 
if it meant more than $7,500. She 
accepted. Polly Bergen’s down for | 
the same amount (not so long ago| 
she was accepting $2,500-$3,000 for | 
tv guest shots). } 

Thus far there’s more or less of | 
a tacit agreement between “Big ) 
Record,” Steve Allen and Perry | 
Como (three of the major variety | 
spreads for next season) on ad- 
hering to the $7,500 ceiling for) 
guest singers. But that's only three! 
shows out of 20 that'll be eating) 
them up at an unprecedented rate | 
next season. What, for example,) 


IF NOT THERE'S (Lotsa CBS-TV Specs on Tap, But 
- They Gotta Meet 


¢ By BOB CHANDLER 


‘Ground Rules’ 





Nielsen Jr. Now Boss 
Chicago, Aug. 6. 

Arthur C. Nielsen Sr., foun- 
der of A. C. Nielsen Co. re- 
search, is giving up the pres- 
idency of the research firm to 
his son Arthur Jr 

Nielsen, the elder, becomes 
chairman of the board and con- 
tinues as chief executive officer 
of the rating and marketing 
outfit, which grosses $20,000,- 
000 in sales annually. 








‘Best of U.S.’ At 
Brussels Fair As 


Saul Jaffe Spec 


Saul Jaffe's Showcase Produc- 
tions is readying a major 90-minute 


spec for presentation next season | 
based on the high spots of the U.S. 


cultural contribution to the Brus- 
sels International Exposition in ‘58. 
As its contrib to the World's Fair, 


the U.S. is sending an elaborate 
program of popular American 


musicals, plays, jazz, ballet, opera, 


symphony, etc., and Jaffe has ob- 
tainéd rights to do a special tv 
network one-shot made up of the 
major components of this “cultural 
Olympics.” 

In addition to the live portions, 
there will be special films used on 
the tv spec. Some of these will be 
from the number of pix the U.S. 
Government will show at the Fair 
and some will be made specially 
for the program showing the 
grounds and the American Pavilion 
in detail. 

Jaffe has already been in dis- 
cussion with Jean Dalrymple, who 
has been entrusted with sifting 
the U.S. cultural contribs for the 
Brussels visitation. To be known 
as “Preview of the Brussels World's 
Fair” and earmarked for next Feb- 


will Ed Sullivan do about fees to ruary or March, the spec will draw 


counter the Steve Allen inroads? 
(Sullivan, who until not too long 


ago had the field pretty much to! plays as 


himself, has never set an arbitrary 
figure for guests and in the past 
has paid what he considers to be 
the right fee, whether it’s more 
or less than $7,500). And what 


about the fees that'll be proffered | 


by Frank Sinatra, Dinah Shore, 
Eddie Fisher, George Gobel, Guy 
Mitchell, Pat Boone? That's what's 
causing anxieties, for on the an- 
swer rest two alternatives—either 
tv will be able to hold the line and 
stave off a whole new cycle of 
(Continued on page 36) 


Herb Anderson Show’s 


Got Everything But 
An Origination Point 





“Herb Oscar Anderson Show,” | 


scheduled by American Broadcast- 
ing Network to start Sept. 2 from 
the Hotel New Yorker, may have 
to delay the premiere a few days 
to a week and is expected to almost 


from such musicals as “Carousel,” 
“Brigadoon,” “Pajama Game,” such 
“Teahouse of the August 
Moon,” .“Our Town” or possibly 
a modern version of Orson Welles’ 
“Julius Ceesar,” along with Agnes 
|DeMille’s Theatre Ballet. Gian 
| Carlo Menotti’s “Unicorn,” Ameri- 


| 
| 


|can Ballet Theatre and City Center 
Ballet Co. Opera inserts weuld in- 
clude Leonard Bernstein's “Trouble 
in Tahiti” cr “Susanna and the El- 
ders” by Carlisle Floyd. Concert 
jartists would be culled from Ye- 
| hudi Menuhin, Isaac Stern, Marian 





jazz represented by Louis Arm- 
strong, Ella Fitzgerald and others. 
Jaffe’s Showcase Productions, 
with Paul Feigay as executive pro- 
ducer, kicks off the new season 
with its presentation of the NBC- 
TV spec marking the 75th anni of 
|Standard Oil of New Jersey, in 
| November. This is being done by 
Showcase in association with 
| McCann-Erickson agency. 
As a Christmas attraction, Show- 
case will present, in association 
with Milberg Productions (Mild- 
red Alberg) the Halimark-spon- 





Television's spec temperature is 
|running high for the coming sea- 


lson. While NBC-TV grabbed 
|} off most of the attention, via its 
|carefully prepared press confer- 
lence last week which took the 
| wraps off its lineup and posed its 
| theory that the specials give the 
| lie to charges of tv programming 
|mediocrity CBS-TV, too, has been 


| quietly amassing the largest sched- 
jule of one-shots in its history 

| If CBS’ approach to the specs is 
somewhat more guarded than 
NBC's, it’s because the web has es- 
|tablished some comprehensive 
| ground rules rovernine i's use of 
| the specials. That it will have an 
alltime peak number of specials 
| stems from the fact that the flex- 
| ibility and advantages of the spe- 
cials for a certain type of sponsor 
j}are such that they are attracting 
an ever-increasing number of ad- 
vertisers. As of the moment, CBS 
has 23 firm specials on the night- 
|time books, with an additional 


eight news & documentary one- 
shots scheduled for early Sunday 
evenings. 

But all of these spectaculars 


meet the basic ground rules of ac- 
ceptability as set up by the CBS 
| brass and as outlined by v.p. in 
charge of sales administration Bill 
| Hylan. The primary consideration 
| in scheduling a spec is whether it's 
good enough to make a contribu- 
| tion to the network's well-being. 
| That means it’s got to be qualita- 
| tive enough, exciting enough and 
| different to be a better attraction 
| than the programs it's preempting. 
|CBS won't accept a spec for a 
| spec’s sake alone. 

| A second consideration is that 
the network won't overdo the 
| specs—in fact it's pretty close to 
| capacity right now, Web has ar- 
jranged its regular program con- 
| tracts like NBC, to allow for two 
| premeptions per 52-week pact for 
(Continued on page 40) 


Cole Porter's 756 
On ‘Aladdin’ Spec 


CBS-TV has signed Cole Porter 
at a $75,000 fee to write the music 
and lyrics for the “Aladdin” 90- 
minute spec which will be done 
Fri.; Feb. 21. as one of the Dupont 
series of 10 shows. CBS already 
has pacted S. J. Perelman te write 
the book. 

Porter deal represents second 
highest amount ever shelled out for 
a one-shot cleffing job, topped 
only by Rodgers & Hammerstein 
for their “Cinderella” spec, also on 








Anderson, etc., with the world of | CB 


| CBS. 
| This will be Porter's initial en- 
| try into television. Last season the 
| initial “Ford Star Jubilee” spec 
was devoted to a cavalcade of Por- 
ter show tunes but it contained no 
} original material by the composer. 
“Aladdin” will be one of four 
|musicals on the Dupont schedule 
| of specials, with dramas comprising 
| the remaining six. Ne cast has been 
set yet for “Aladdin.” Porter deal 
| was negotiated by Ashley-Steiner 
| office on behalf of Porter's agent, 
| Irving Lazar. 





" | eye . La 
certainly go elsewhere for the) sored “Hans Brinker” starring Tab Philin Morris Finalizes 


show’s emanation. 

Network denied that there were 
any union jurisdictional problems. 
There have been, in the past, dis- 
putes among labor organi2ations, 
over which union was entitled to 
man remote radio and television 
shows from hotels. 

“Space difficulties” were blamed 
for cancelling the New Yorker. It 
was explained that another hotel 
or an ABC theatre, where there 
was ample room for a live audi- 
ence, was being sought. 

One ABN exec believed that the 
cause for dropping the Manhattan 
hotel emanation was due to the fact 


Hunter, Barbara Ann Scott and 
Dick Button. 





| Jeril Deane Gets Nod 
As ‘B'fast Club’ Thrush 


Chicago, Aug. 6 
After several months of on-the- 
air auditions, ABC's 
Club” has signed Jeril Deane, a 
Californian, as its new girl singer. 
She succeeds Betty Jdnnson, Eileen 


Lee, in that order, in one of the top 
singing jobs remaining gn radio. 





| “Suspicion.” 


“Breakfast | 
| 


| Mondays 
Miss Deane had once been a fea- | Morris cigaret brand, which is cur- 


° . . , . 

‘Suspicion’ Sponsorship 
Philip Morris has come to terms 
'on an _iternate week half-hour of 
| NBC-TV's upcoming Monday night 
This brings the 60- 
minute weekly show up to 75% in 
| sales. Only the other half-hour of 
the Philip Morris week is available, 


| since Ford owns a full hour skip- 
Parker, Peggy Taylor and Patsy | weeks. 


Show is from 10 to 11 p.m. on 
Buy was for the Philip 


that the New Yorker was unable | tured singer on Tennessee Ernie | rently bankrolling Mike Wallace's 


to provide decent technical facili- 
ties for the stanza’s engineers. 


| Ford’s daytime tv-er and records 
“now for Solo Records. 


| half-hour a week interview show 


on ABC-TV. 





26 TV-FILMS 
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P Movietone Thrives on Upbeat 
In Locally-Produced TV News Show 


Submerged for years by the¢ 
prestige and feats of network news- Borzage Revel Pacted 
’ 
For Hildegarde Series 


casters, the locally produced tele- 
vision news program is only now 

Telecast Pictures has signed 
‘Frank Borzage as 





becoming the most important item 
on station’s agenda. Fact is sup- 
ported by the contention that local Harry Revel as musical 
news is now “one of the biggest for its telefilm series, “The Inter- 
factors in the tv station budget,” | national Show,” starring Hilde- 
garde as hostess, narrator and per- 


‘ | 

even though it rarely makes | tormer. Revel also is slated to 

money. }compose original songs for the 
These are the findings of William | skein. 


R. Higginbotham, boss of the wide-| Each episode of the series = 
spread UP Movietone filmed news| pave, Be ye pM gag 
service. He contends that, in most | ’ 


od : jing talent of the individual city and 
instances around the country, the | nation te which it belongs. 


stations’ importance is built on its) pee 
local news, operated as a loss- | 


ae ‘WCBS-TV Finding 





Local news, Higginbotham says, 
has lately become the “primary ve- 
hicle” for stations, which are be- 
coming increasingly aware of the 
impact ef tailored public service 
programming. (Point is supported 
by the attention given by the West- 
inghouse Broadcasting chain in the 
past year or so to its own news- 
gathering facilities.) 

Higginbotham feels that local 
news programs were long “soft- 
peddled by budget-conscious local 
executives.” Some stations, he says, 
simply could not afford a decent 
news show, but now that there has 
been a genera! elevation of station 
econom sources, they are si- 
multaneously discovering the value 


WCBS-TV, with approximately 
1,300 feature films to choose from 
in its own library, is scheduling an- 
other feature film show, on Satur- 
days, and would go to the full- 


director and | 
director | 


New Time to Play 
Off Feature Pix 


Vidpix Chatter 


Benton & Bowles senior producer 
Ken Marthey ankling the agency to 
freelance direct teleblurbs and in- 
dustrials ... Diane Brewster 
pacted to femme feature role in 
new series “Uncle Bentley Versus 
the Girl Scouts,” the Bachelor 
Production «kein starring John 
Forsythe . Bill Thourlby com- 
pletes work in three one-minute 
| blurbs for Schick .. . Don Morrow 
into Max Factor commercials .. . 
Paul Taubman will host a film 
| presentation of “Food and Music.” 
.. , Cireus Boy” Mickey Braddock 
does persoral appearances at Ken- 
nywood Park, Pittsburgh, Sept. 
and 2 and State Fair at Indiana- 
| polis on Sept. 6 . . . George and 
| Gertrude Fass returning to the U.S. 
| after spending a year-and-a-half in 
Europe where they wrote the tele- 
film series “It Happens in Spain” 
j}and two feature films . . . Foster 
|Milburn Co. has bought a spot 
|campaign on WPIX’s “City Deter- 
| tive” and “Public Defender.” 

John Sinn, prez of Ziv, to the 
Coast . . . Robert Manby, v.p. of 
RKO Teleradio in charge of tv, 
vacationing . . . Nina Reader is 
| finishing a Tide commercial for 
Benton and Bowles . . . Charles 
Mendelson, publicity director of 
Metro TV, off on vacation . .-. Lee 
Kagan, foreign manager of ABC 
Film Syndication, back from Latin 
America, 

Exec producer Lou Edelman last 
|; week pacted George Archainbaud 
‘and Anton Leader as alternating 
directors on next season’s “Jim 
| Bowie” vidfilms. Pair supplant 
| Chris Nyby and Holly Morse. Wil- 
liam H. Wright is producer on 
“Bowie,” which stars Scott Forbes. 





— 


of hometown news. 


lengthers “anytime we can find an- |. . . Writer- African authority 
other hour and a half open.” | Berkley Mather signed to pen 
several “African Patrol” telepic 





Stations recognize that a good 
Jocal news show is the basis for | 
building its identity, that it gathers | 
the hard-core of the station’s fol-| 
lowing, according to the UP Movie- 
tone manager. 


Two factors motivate the Satur-| scripts for Kenya Productions Ine. 

og a a yg 

nis week, after confabs in London 

pre-sold advertising roster because | with Jack J. Gross, of Gross-Krasne 

of the rating track record they! firm, which will distrib series in 
show, according to WCBS-TV,)U. S. 


New York flag for CBS-TV.| Transfilm publicity - promotion 





The local news shows run in| 
length from five-minute to 30 | 
minute strips. Higginbotham, | 


whose company is now researching | 
the local news picture and may | 
eventually publish its full findings, | 
says that “almost invariably the lo- | 
cally produced news program oc- 
cupies two to six places out of the | 
top 10 multi-weekly shows, includ- | 
ing the networks’. 

He said stations such as KDKA- 
TV, the Westinghouse, Pittsburgh, 
station; KSTP, Minneapolis, and | 
WHCS, Portland, Me., and WTOP, | 
CBS owned & operated Washing- 
ton key, outrank the network pro- | 
duced news shows with their local | 
product. | 

UP ‘through an affiliation with 
20th Fox's Movietone News sub- 
sid), Higginbotham point out, | 
is the only source stations, which | 
want to integrate outside news, | 
have for national - international | 
news fiim. (CBS Film, on the other | 
hand, syndicates a five-day com- 
plete 12-minute strip for local con- 
sumption.) The UP Movietone | 
chief reports that some 50 domes- | 
tie stations are now buying the film 
service from him, many of the sta- | 
tions being network o&o’s. 


Abroad, UP Movietone has long | 


extensive support. Outfit | 
services government or govern- 
ment-subsidized telecasting sys- 
tems in Canada, Italy, France, Eng- 
land, Australia, Belgium, West 


had 


Germany, the Saar, East Germany, | p> geal series continues to click | 
off rerun 


Poland, Sweden, Algeria, Portugal 
and Monaco. It delivers to stations 


” ' 


|p.m., ending a half-hour earlier 


| aire” to 7 p.m., on a firm longterm 
| pact with Gallo winery. 


indefinite period right up to “Mar- 


| Station has two latenight shows 


Seemingly as important, the sta-|chief Al Boyars vacationing in 
tion, having leased these 1,300} Mexico City ... Zoli Vidor, MPO 
films and with only three program | Television photography director, 
strips on which to play them off, | leaving for Great Britain and the 
has to have additional ways of us- | Continent to give foreign film pro- 


2 _| duction techniques the once-over. 
ing wp all the runs on all the fea |}... Associated Artists sales topper 


Robert Rich to L.A. and Fri for 
New Saturday showcase, added | to “4 - — 


, intra-company powwows ... Len 
to the regular Monday-Friday | Hammer, same distribution house’s 
“Early Show” lineup, will begin 


sales coordinator, also heading for 
Sept. 7, running from 5:30 to 6:45|the Coast, but separately for 
Seattle ... Alfred Crown, Barbizon 
Productions exec veep, off to Lon- 
don, where he’ll start lensing 
“King of the Vikings”; he'll be 
back stateside in about five weeks. 
. . . Wm. Morris office says Peggy 
Wood not available for commer- 
cials in connection with “Mama” 
sales, as listed in last week's issue. 


GUILD, BON AMI 
DICKER BARTER DEAL 


A barter deal is being finalized 
between @uild Films and Bon Ami, 
maker of detergents. Negotiation 
is said to involve use of several 
}old Guild telefilm skeins. 
seven nights a week and, until| Neither party to the pact would 
|make any comment on the arrange- 
ment. The talks have been direct- 
jly between the distrib and the 
detergent company. 
| Guild has made it a recent policy 
jnot to reveal the names of the ad- 
ivertisers with whom it makes 

More ‘A&C’ Sales | bartered pacts. 
Sterling Television’s “Abbott &| 


than the weekday version in order 
o make room for the news at 
6:45-7. Rescheduling on Saturdays 
will move “Margie” from 6:30 to 
5:30 and the reruns of “Million- 


Key is 
dropping the quarter-hour Patti 
Page vidpixer at 6:15. 

WCBS dropped its daytime fea- 
ture on Saturdays last Dec, 1 to 
make way for network fare. Show 
was “Late Matinee.” Station will 
be taking a feed from the. network 
on a series of sports events for an 








gie” time on Saturdays. 


Sept. 7, will have five weekly per- 
|formances of the “Early Show.” 
| Despite the 19 regular showcasing 
| periods for features, WCBS can 
use more time. 








Jack Neumann’s Pilot 
Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
E. Jack Neumann has been as- 


sales, including WPIX, 
N.¥., KTTV, Los Angeles, WPTA, |} 


in Mexico, Cuba, Dominican Re-| Ft. Wayne, and WTTV, Blooming-| signed to script the pilot for new 


public, Venezuela and elsewhere. 


However, UP Movietone recently | 


lost out to CBS Film in service to 
the national video system in Japan. 





Kovner, Moskowitz 


Named to NTA Board 


Harold Kovner, New York busi- 
ness exec, and Joseph H. Mosko- 
witz, v.p. of 20th-Fox, have been 
added to the NTA Film Network 
board of directors, giving the film 
company a one-man edge as to di- 
rect representation on the now 10- 
man board. 20th-Fox nas a 50% 
interest in the NTA Film Network. 


Repping the film company on the | 


board are Spyros Skouras, prez: 
Donald Henderson, treasurer; Wil- 
liam C. Michel, exec v.p.; and Otto 
Kuegel, chief attorney. NTA is rep- 
resented by network prez Ely A 
Landau, also prez of National Tele- 
film Associates; Oliver A. Unger, 
exec v.p.; Harold Goldman, v.p. in 
charge of sales, and Edythe Rein, 
Vv. p. 


ton, Ind. 


Goodson-Todman “Philip Marlowe” 
Sterling also 


inked deals for'| series, to roll in a couple of months. 
| “Bowling Time” in El Paso, Tex.,; Series is based on private eye 
and KFBB, Great Falls. Mont. stories of Raymond Chandler. 


Inside Stuff—TV Films 














the house of Schwimmer in Chi, where Walt Schwimmer boasts two 
| of the hottest syndicated skeins among all sports segments. These, of 
| course, are the 60-minute All Star Golf, with its $30,000 average unit 
| production .coit, and Championship Bowling, also 60 minutes, which 
| carries a $25,000 production tag. 

Chart also listed Robert Brahm instead of Mel Schlank as head of 
| sales for Gross-Krasne; actually Brahm heads the N.Y. office and 
| Schlank is national sales chief. 





The Assn. of National Advertisers has published a new report on 
| “Responsibilities of the Film Producer and Sponsor,” prepared by a 
|committee of advertiser-sponsors under the chairmanship of Willis H. 
Pratt, Jr., film*®manager of American Telephone and Telegraph Co. 

Mainly aimed at the industrial film producer and sponsor, the re- 
| port updates ones issued in 1948 and 1952, clarifies many situations, 
and contains sample contracts. Advertisers accustomed to paying on 
delivery are warned that the firmly established industry custom is for 
| the sponsor to remit partial payment to the producer at specified inter- 
{vals during production. A number of sample payment schedules com- 
;monly used are contained in the report. 


Last week's cost chart on syndicated film series inadvertently omitted lto ascertain new demands for these 


|particular functions. | 


600 U Pix Bring $20,000,000 


The price paid by Screen Gems, the Columbia Pictures ty sub- 
sidiary, for domestic tv rights to about 600 Uriversal features was 
fixed by Universal this week at a minimum guarantee of $20,000,000. 
Screen Gems, forxing out the guarantee over a seven-year period, 
will receive a graduated scale of distribution fees under the con- 
tract. 

All rights, other than U.S. video, were retained by Universal. 
Unofficial price quoted some time back was around $18,000,000. 

Screen Gems this week will let go on a package of 52 U-I chiller- 
dillers under the group title of “Shock.” ; 

An SG exec believes that it will be a few months before the com- 
pany releases another group of the newly acquired U-I product. 
In first feature package are six “Frankensteins,” three “Draculas,” 
four of “The Mummy” and two “Invisible Man” pix. 


Guarding Edsel's Vidblurbs Turns 
Into Real Cloak & Dagger Affair 


Chicago, Aug. 6. 

In guarging the secrecy of the 
new Edsel design, Ford Motor Co. 
and Foote, Cone & Belding turned 
the routine filming of the auto 
commercials into a kind_of travesty 
on “Foreign Intrigue.” 

Cascade Film Studio, which has 
done top secret work for the 
Atomic Energy Commission and 
the Army’s Guided Missile Pro- 
gram, was hired for the Edsel 
blurbs with the same kind of se- 
Nesbitt. Dr. Baxter, USC English} curity system as was used on the 
Literature prof who's won three| government projects. There were 
Emmies, steps in with “Revenge,” |24-hour armed guards watching 
Greer Garson-starrer, which bows over the cars and special identifi- 
on ABC-TV Sept. 10. cation cards that took the place of 

Deal was set by producer Jerry|a password. Completed footage 








Dr. Baxter to Narrate 
Telephone Time’ Series 


Hollywood, Aug. 6._ 

Dr. Frank C. Baxter, of ;Shake- 

speare on TV” and “Now and 
Then” educational series, has 
been set to host-narrate Hal 
Roach studio “Telephone Time,” 
succeeding series creator John 








and unexpected cost 
g, not shown in the 
statement from Cascade, came in 
the purchase of unsolicited still 
shots of the car from a group of 
youngsters in Beverly Hills. While 
the camera crews were at work, 
the towheads began snapping pic- 
tures of the Edsel with their own 
cameras, and the harassed agency 
execs bought the exposed film for 
$2 per roll. The kids used the 
money to buy more film and by 
late afternoon were getting as 
much as $4.50 per roll. 


3506 GROSS FOR 
GK TELEBLURBS 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 

Teleblurb operation at Gross- 
Krasne Inc., which started less 
than a year ago as a courtesy ser- 
vice to sponsors of firm’s “O. 
Henry Playhouse” series, has now 
grown to a sizeable operation, 
grossing $350,000 in period. 

Since first of year, G-K has 
turned out 70 vidplugs for various 
advertisers, according to general 
manager David Mathews. 





Stagg. was kept in a vault, and all re- 
Hollywood. Mere Fords were used 
| during rehearsals as stand-ins, and 
| the Edsels were rolled out only for 
the actual takes. Whenever driven 
down Los Angeles streets, the car 
wore a shr and was accompa- 
top classifications of the Film 
Editors local 776, according to their | to the ‘Amin 
business rep John Lehners. As of | 
now, less than 10% are unem- 
ployed, and within the next moath 
the figure will be further reduced. 
Lehners attributes the surge in 
jobs for the editors (in 10 different 
classifications) to such tv com- 
panies as Desilu and Revue Pro- 
ductions. These companies have 
doubled their tv production over 
have to increase its editing depart- 
ment, especially because of their 
commercial integration depart- 
ment, and the amount of editing 
work going through there. “In fact, 
53 members are expected to go to 


jected celluloid was burned in- 
* -: stantly. 
Cloak - and - daggering also in- 
0 ] pix volved sealed vans in which the 
? cars were transported to and from 
e 
For Film Editors s :*-* 
nied oy — Los Angeles police 
= | guards. All the actors and actresses 
_ Hollywood, Aug. 6. | in the over 50 roles—one of them - 
Upsurge in television activity is Kim Novak—were sworn to se- 
“Our employment picture has in- 
creased 50% over last June when 
the editors were at a three-year- 
low in jobs. At that time 16% of 
our local’s roster were unem- 
last year. Desilu has 13 series in 
the works while Revue has 23. 
Latter company is building an 
additional 23 cutting rooms at their 
quarters on the Republic lot. 
work at Desilu shortly,” reported 
Lehners, “this is our biggest em- 
ployment boost in five years, and 
75% of it is coming from tele- 
vision.” 


Detroit and to the locations in 
causing a serious shortage in the | crecy. 
ployed,” said Lehners. 
Desilu, says Lehners, will also 
The film editors union has also 








‘signed new contracts with NBC, 


|Jan. 1., and effective today. 


Inside-Prison Series For 
Jules Weill, Jack Wyatt 


Jules Weill, longtime distrib of 
foreign features in television and 
theatrically, teamed with producer- 
moderator Jack Wyatt to form 
Confession Inc., to produce skein 
of 39 personal interviews with 
criminals. Telefilm will be lensed 
mostly inside prisons, and is based 
on a live video series which began 
in Dallas in March, 1956. 

Wyatt is partnered in Wyatt & 


Griesedieck Bros 7 |Bearden Advertising in Dallas, 


, | Three half-hours have been com- 
Buys ‘Ranch Party’ | pleted, two in Dallas, one in Chi- 
Screen Gems has set its first 


cago. The 39 will be ready by fall. 
regional deal on “Ranch Party,” 


the country & western music seg- 
ment featuring Tex Ritter as host. 
Purchaser is Griesedieck Bras. 
Brewery, which has in its first 
large regional buy cleared nine 
markets for the show thus far in 
Missouri, Kansas and Arkansas and 
is working on an additional nine. 

Deal, set via the Maxon agency, 
gives Screen Gems a total of 15 


CBS and ABC, calling for new pay 
rates and conditions, retroactive to 
New 
pact calls for a 6% boost in salary 
and runs till July 31, 1959. Lehners 
also said that if any of the nets 
change their operation whereby the 
editing functions become similar 
to theatrical and tv film produc- 
tion, contract negotiations reopen 











‘Cochise’ Clients Renew 
Hollywood, Aug. 6. 

Two western clients have re- 
newed syndicated “Sheriff of Co- 
chise” telepix series for 47 mar- 
kets. 

Los Angeles Soap Co. ‘White 
King Soap) is upping its buy from 
present 29, to 38 markets in 11 
Western states; A-1 Beer (Arizona 
Brewing Co.) renewed in present 








markets on the show. nine markets. 
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MILT GORDON: TPA’S ‘MR. BIG’ 





Scorecard on Ist Run Properties 


With most every week lately seeing a new first-run syndication 
property being put.on the market, here’s a rundown of the major 


entries: 


ABC Film Syndication, “26 Men”; CBS Film Sales, “The Gray 
Ghost,” in addition to first-run off network of “The Honeymooa- 


ers”; 


Official Films, “Decoy,” “Big Story,” “Sword of Freedom”; 


Screen Gems, “Ranch Party,” “Casey Jones”; MCA-TV’s “Mickey 
Spillane” and second year production on “State Trooper”; National 
Telefilm Associates, “Official Detective” and second year produc- 


tion on “Sheriff of Cochise.” 


Also NBC Film Sales, “Boots and Saddles”; 


Television Produc- 


tions of America, “New Adventures of Charlie Chan”; Ziv, “Harbor 
Command”; Gross-Krasne, “African Patrol”; Guild, “Michaelis of 
Africa”; Telestar Films, “White Hunter.” _ 

There's also Official’s “Vagabond” and “Errol Flynn Theatre,” 
later being sold off in the non-bartered markets, as well as a few 
others from different sources. It adds up to more syndication 


product than has been around for 





Vidilm ‘omeoffice’ 


a long time. 


Stays East 





Despite Coast Production Upbeat 





New York is taking solace in the + 


Television Programs of America 
unveiled a revolutionary new plan 
te attract production and star tal- 
ent, with the buyout of the large 
interest held by Edward Small in 
the company, which is the span of 
about four years has grown to be 
one of the top telefilm firms in the 
industry. 

The plan, partially made pos- 
sible by the purchase of Small's in- 
terest for about $2,250,000 by TPA 
| prez Milton Gordon, provides for 
|stars and producers of new series 
to share in the overall profits of 
the company. Some of the shares 
previously held by Small have been 
allotted for the plan. 

It’s not unusual for distributors 
to make a deal with producers and 
talent calling for profit participa- 
tion on the particular series, but 


TPA’s move represents the first 








| 
| 


MCA TV Realignment 


| MCA TV currently is planning a 
jrealignment of its syndication of 
| fices, with the possibility of con- 
solidating a few. 

Among those which may be af- 
|fected by the move are oifices in 
| Boston, Salt Lake City and Hou- 
| ston, all one-man operations, with 
| the possibility held out that ihe 
} affected personnel may be switched 
| to the consolidated offices. 


Pix Studios Stil 





AUYSOUTSMALL, [50% Disparity in Feature Rating 
TALENT IN ON % On N.Y. Stations 


, ARB Study Shows 


* Many of New York's top even- 
jing programs of theatricals show 
jan inflated rating week bias, some 
more than 50°, according to a re- 


cently made known “One Week- 
Four Week Report” of American 
Research Bureau, which for the 


period, rated not only the regular 
week but the four-week span 
Those shows and siations evi- 
dencing the high feature rating 
week figures and the drooping fi¢- 
ures during non-rating weeks in- 


cluded WCBS' “Late Show.” 
|WRCA’s “Movie Four.” and 
| WPIX’s “Premiere Performance.” 


| the latter programmed by the NTA 
| Fim Network. Excluded in the 
| analysis are the multiple-run “Mil- 
ion Dollar Movie,” WOR-TV: and 
“All Star Theatre,” WATYV for it's 
the daily changed features which 


Snagged on AFM 


hit Variery-ARB’s Top Ten Feat- 
ure chart. : 





fact that while the march of tele- 
vision production has gone to the 
Coast, with the consistently accel- 
erated use of film by the networks, 
headquarters for deals, financing, 
distribution remain, in the main, 
in the east. 

The current tv development of 
having the production plant on the 
Coast and the “homeoffice” in New 
York parallels the situation in the 
motion picture industry, a situa- 
tion which is decried as uneconom- 
ical teday by many top motion pic- 
ture execs, incidentally. 

Having roots in New York stems | 
from a number of factors. } 

1. The Metropolis, containing | 
Wall Street, isthe financial center | 
ef the world, and most of the big | 
financing for telefilm and other en- 
terprises is closed in the East. 

2. The close proximity of top 
agency execs and homeoffices of 
networks make it virtually manda- 
tory that deals be clinched in New 
York, no matter how many agency 
and net exec visits are made to 





the Coast. For example, Hal 
Roach and Four Star Films which 
headquarter in Hollywood send 


their execs on periodic visits to 
the East for the clinching of deals. 
Ditto for the tv subsids of the mo- 
tion picture companies. 

3. Syndication distribution also 
will continue with New York play- 
ing the dominate role as headquar- 
ters. Reasons being that the domi- 
nant population areas are in the 
East, and for the aforementioned 
reasons of proximity to advertisers, 
agencies, networks, station reps, 


Fedderson’s N.Y. Setup 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Production office will be set up 


jin N.Y. for Don Fedderson’s “Do | 
|-You Trust Your Wife” 
|which will emanate from Gotham 


program, 


on ABC-TV as a daily strip start- 
ing in October. Producer Jim Mor- 
gan left for N.Y. yesterday (5), to 
start 10 days of interviews and 
confabs. 

Morgan will set production and 
office staff, return to Hollywood 
for final checkups, then move east 
permanently for the assignment. 





Britannica Films 


Into 48 Markets; 
WOR's 1006 Buy 


Trans-Lux Television, with the 
sale of the Encyclopaedia Britan- 
nica film library of over 700 titles 
to WOR-TV, N. Y., and the five 
Time, Inc., stations, has put the 
EB library in all, or part, in about 
48 markets. 

The inking of a New York outlet, 
with WOR-TV, shelling out nearly 
$100,000 for the five-year library 
licensing arrangement, was consid- 
ered significant in underlying the 

reiability of the EB short 





and for a host of other b 
reasons. 

If what is happening continues as 
in the motion picture industry, the 
plant may be centered in Holly- 
wood, or even branch out all over 
the world, as it is doing with more 
location shooting going or in tele- 
films, but the business center will 
remain in New York for the tv in- 
dustry. 


Metro's Tinters 
For Houbigant 


Metro TV will produce a quar- 
ter-hour telefilm series of 13 epi- 
sodes in color for Houbigant Per- 
fumes, titled “How to Arrange 
Flowers,” and featuring lecturer 
J. Gregory Conway. 

Deal, set by Ellington agency, 
will mark Houbigant’s first entry 
into tv next spring, with agency 
planning to spot book the series 
in about 40 markets early next 
spring. J. Burke Crotty, who heads 
up Ellington’s tv production acti- 
vities will supervise production of 
the series, with films set to roll 
shortly at- Metro Coast studios. In 
addition to the ty exposure, best 
scenes from the series will be re- 
edited inte a special one-hour color 
film that Houbigant will make 
available to garden clubs through- 
out the country. ; 

Conway has been lecturing 
throughout the country on flower 





subjects. Under WOR-TV’s five 
year deal, as well as the one made 
with Time o&o’s, fresh EB prod- 
uct is added to the package. (EB 
produces a new short about every 
week currently.) Time stations in- 
clude KTVT, Salt Lake City; KLZ- 
TV, Denver; WTCN-TV, Minrieap- 
olis; WFBM-TV, Indianapolis, and 
WOOD-TV, Grand Rapids. WFBM 
is expected to be the first Time sta- 
tion to utilize the complerient of 
200 color shorts in the library. 
Westinghouse Broadcasting, 
which previously bought the EB’s 
(Continued on page 36) 


Change in ‘MDM’ Format 
- Cues CKLW Rate Hike 


CKLW, in the Detroit-Windsor 
area, comes October when it be- 
gins unreeling its Metro product 
and ‘other new pix and changes 
the format of its “Million Dollar 
Movie,” is going to hike its rates 
considerably. 

This was made known by Ted 
Campeau, prez and general man- 
ager, in New York for a round of 
talks with agencies and film 
houses. 
$900 per spot six times a week, to 
$1,400 per spot fer a six time ex- 
posure, 

At the same time, the format of 
“Million Dollar Movie,” telecast 
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and at 4 p.m. Sundays, will 
change to a different feature 
nightly. Current practice is «to 
change a feature at midweek, with 








arrangements and has written a 
book on the subject. 


twe features riding over the six- 
day span. . 


Rates will be hiked from | 


time talent will be lured via‘a stock 
interest in the company, calling for 
profit-participation on the overall 
company operations. 

Small and prez Milton A. Gordon 


cipal owner. Small, who also re- 
signs as board chairman, was said 
to have sold out because of pres- 
sure of other biz. He is now pro- 
ducing “Witness for the Prosecu- 
tion,” co-starring Marlene Dietrich, 
Charles Laughton and Tyrone Pow- 
ers, as well as other pix in the 
works. 

The “Golden Plan,” envisioned 
as a “creative talent cooperative,” 
is aimed at attracting top talent 
to telefilms. Setup, to be worked 
out on an individual basis, gives 
talent a favorable capital gains 
situation, with straight salary, and 
possible profit participation in 
series and operation of the com- 
pany, via stock interest. Latter pro- 
vision is a first for any major tele- 
film outfit, most of whom are 
wrestling with the problem of at- 
tracting such names as a Jimmy 
Cagney, a Cary Grant, or a John 
Wayne for a series. With the tax 
situation being what it is, a straight 
salary usually is brushed aside by 
many top stars who are more in- 
terested in a longterm deal with the 
taxman taking a lesser bite. 

TPA now has 14 programs on 
the air and currently is producing 
in Canada and England, as well as 
Hollywood. It employs about 500 
people, and has offices in virtually 
every country with tv service. 
Abroad, telefilm outfit has series 
being telecast in 15 coutnries. 


$6,400,000 Peak 
Budget Set For 
Four Star Prod. 


Hollywood, Aug 6. 
Budget of $6,400,000, largest in 
tirm’s history has been allotted by 
Four Star Films Inc. for overall 
production next season, involving 
160 half-hour telefilm$. This fig- 
ures out te $40,000 a stanza, a sub- 
stantial per-telepic budget. It's 
estimated that Four Star will lay 
out $1,000,000 in next 30 days, 
with 21 vidpix to roll in period. 
Four Star is pioneer indie tele- 
film firm co-owned by Dick 
Powell, David Niven, Charles Boyer 
and William Cruikshank. Whop- 
ping budget, firm’s alltime high, 
revolves around Four Star offer- 
ings for next season, including 
“Dick Powell's Zane Grey Theatre,” 
“Trackdown,” “Alcoa - Goodyear 
Theatre,” and “Richard Diamond” 
skeins. Four Star also does physi- 
cal lensing on “Mr. Adams & Eve,” 
co-owned by stars Ida Lupine and 
Howard Duff, and CBS-TV. 
Frank Baur, Four Star produc- 
tien veepee, discloses that firm will 
use six stages at RKO-Pathe, as 
well as newly-leased Hertz-To- 
panga Ranch. Four Star is spending 
$15,000 in building construction at 
the ranch, for two western series— 
“Zane Grey” and “Trackdown.” 








were equal partners and Gordon's | 
| purchase establishes latter as prin- | 


Post-48 Royalty 


Major film studios, intent on 
working out a royalty formula to 
speed release of post-1948 films to 
tv, have been unsuccessful in pre- 
liminary efforts to obtain reduc- 
tion in present 5 to 6° of gross 
now being paid the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians. However, a 
source close to the Motion Picture 
Association’s committee renrorted 
another meeting is scheduled with 
AFM -chief James C. Petrillo this 
week at which time the subject 
will be discussed further 

Majors had suggested a sharp re- 
duction in the amount paid to mu- 
sic performance trust funds the 





fusal. Amount of suggested cut 
| was not disclosed, but it’s under- 
|} stood it represented a reduction 
lof better than 50% in the existing 
| forraula. 


ait 
U-I’S MAJOR STATUS 





Universal - International's com- 
mercial division in Hollywood, 10 


1, 1957. Company, which began 
with six Lux commercials for 
1948, has completed work in the 


33 tv bankrollers, many returning 
three and four times in that period. 

U-I, whose commercial business 
was compiled too late for Varrery’'s 
special tv film edition, did pitches 
for Chrysler, DuPont, Kodak, An- 
heuser Busch, Kellogg's, American 
Tobacco, P. Lorillard, Ford, Pepsi 
Cola, General Motors, Union Oil 
of Calif., Philip Morris, Colgate- 
Palmolive, Lever Bros., U. S. Steel, 
Pillsbury, Ronson, Calvin Bullock, 
San Francisco Brewing, Continen- 
tal Oil, Procter & Gamble. Beech- 
Nut-Lifesaver, National Guard, 
U. S.. Army, American Health Stu- 
dios, Corning Glass, Richard Hud- 
nut, Warner Lambert, Schick, Co- 
ca-Cola, S. C. Johnson and the 
U. S. Navy. 

U.I’s tv commercial production 
unit is under George Bole. 


Dallas Group Rolls 

With Indemnity Pix 
Dallas, Aug. 6. 

Shooting on the “Indemnity” 
series will begin here next Mon- 
day (12), with Al Gilkes joining 
the production staff as cinema- 
tographer. Frank Telford wil! di- 
rect and writers inked for the 
Richard Kiley starrer including 
Milton Gelman, William Kendall 

Clarke and Henry Kane. 
Outfit doing the series, Dallas 
Film Industries, at a board meet. 





tional Film Corp. A. Pollard Si- 
mons, prominent Dalias business- 
man, was elected board chairman. 
Other new officers of the com- 
pany are Roy R. McKee, treasurer; 
James N. Landrum and P. B. Gar- 
rett, v.p.'s. Joe Graham continues 
as prexy. 





MPA said, and were met by flat re- | 


IN VIDBLURB OUTPUT 


years old this year, lensed a total | 
of 575 minutes of blurbs since Jan. | 


first seven months of the year for | 


ing changed its name to United Na- | 


What happened in New York 
during the month of the report, 
running from May 18 to June 14, 
was similar to the experience in 
Kansas City, although not as dra- 
matic nor as consistent. In Kansas 
City, during the month of June, 
the report showed a decline of as 
high as 70° during regular non- 
rating -weeks, the time when the 
less than top features usually are 
slotted, usually the time when the 
so-so and the bottem of the barrel 
stuff are telecas' 

4 


Lat + 


Cc nt 

Apparently, there are some ex- 
ceptions to what appears to be the 
significant feature experience. In 
Houston, a “One Week-Four Week 
Report” showed most feature rat- 
tings to be holding up for the 
late evenings, when they are slot- 
ted, with one of the exceptions 
being NTA Film Network's “Pre- 
miere Performance” telecast by 
KTRK, which drops noticeabiy 
over the span of non-rating weeks. 
| Another exception appears to be 
|Miami and Denver, where ARB 
made “secret weeek” reports with 
Warner features holding up nicely 
in Miami. 

In New York, the largest market 
in the country, where virtually all 
of the available feature product 
has been sold, with WCBS-TV hav- 
ing one of the strongest backlogs, 
‘the disparity of ratings during 
regular rating week and non-rat- 
ing weeks is evident. 

It’s partially true on WCBS-TV's 
|“Late Show,” the top cinematic 
| program in the seven-station mar- 
| ket, exceptions appearing to be 
| Saturday and Sunday nights when 
| the Strongest features are most 
| consistently played off, and Tues- 
| day nights which is relatively weak 
|rating night, anyhow. 

Taking Mondays and Fridays, 
chosen because they usually are 
(Continued on page 40) 


Some TV Film 
| Men Pro Pay-TV 


Toll television, opposed by the 
| networks, broadcasters, and ad- 
| vertisers, has many friends among 

telefilm companies. 

| Telefilm execs are not rushing 
|into print acclaiming pay-as-you- 
| see television (why alienate your 
| customers), but privately they say 
b might be a welcome innovation, 
proving to be a very profitable 
| berth for programming. As envi- 
| sioned by a number of execs, toll 
|} tv could lift the budget ceilings 
for a telefilm series from the cur- 
rent limited range of from $20,000 
to $50,000, to the neighborhood of 
|from $100,000 to $200,000 for a 
half-hour. With such money to 
spend, telefilm proponents wax en- 
thusiastic at the show they would 
| be able to bring in. 

As a clincher, they argue “what 
difference is it to us who our cus- 
|} tomers are, the stations or adver- 
| tisers, or the public with the built- 
lin tv boxoffice,” maintaining the 
;costs of “free” programming are 

passed along to the public anyhow 
by the advertiser in pricing his 
i merchandise. 
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VARIETY’S weekly chart of city-by-city ratings of_syndicated and na- 
tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities reported by American Research Bur- 


eau on a monthly basis. Cities will 
rated film shows listed in each case, 


be rotated each week, with the 10 top- 


and their competition shown opposite. 


All ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. 


This VARIETY chart represents 
tion about film in each market, whic 


a gathering of all pertinent informa- 
h can be used by distributors, agencies, 


stations and clients as an aid in determining the effectiveness of a filmed 


show in the snecifie market. 


Attention should be paid to time—day and 


VARIETY - ARB City-By-City Syndicated Film Chart 








time factors, since sets-in-use and audience composition vary according to 
time slot, i.e., a Saturday afternoon children’s show, with a low rating, may 
have a large share and an audience composed largely of children, with cor- 


responding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market. 


Abbre- 


viations and symbols are as follows: (Adv), adventure; (Ch), children’s; 


(Co), comedy; (Dr), drama; 
(Q), quis; (Sp), sports; 
Numbered symbols next to station call letters represent the sta- 


(Myst), 


women’s. 


mystery; 


(Doc), (Mus), 


western; 


musical ; 
(Wom), 


documentary; 


(W), 


tion’s channel; all channels above 13 are UHF. Those ad agencies listed as 
distributors rep the national sponsor from whom the film is aired. 



































TOP 10 PROGRAMS & DAY AND JUNE SHARE SETS IN | TOP COMPETING PROGRAM 

AND TYPE STATION DISTRIB TIME RATING {%) USE PROGRAM STA. RATING 
MEMPHIS Approx. Set Count—414,000 Stations—WREC (3), WMCT (5), WHBQ (13) 
1. Sheriff of Cochise (W) . WREC NTA Thurs. 9:00-9:30 30.6 Oe cwlas 52.7 | Secret Journal WHBQ ..-... 14.4 
2, State Trooper (Adv) ......... WHER Wid o:60 vi DR Cris. de tebe Tues. 8:00-820 ieee Fo 43.4......... 55.5) $64,000 Question eo > ove hae WHE s isn sta 25.7 
3. Highway Patrol (Adv)........WMCT........ y(n ATS 00's cease Sun. 8:30-9:00 _- § eee Pe 48.7 | What's My Lime .........:: Wee vee 24.9 
4. Golden PlayHouse (Dr)........WREC ........ Official....... Sun. 10:00-10:30 Besides: eS 33.0 | Mike Wallace’ »......0.2-4. WHBQ ....... 7.1 
5. Secret Journal (Dr) ......... fe | Tues. 8:30-9:00 WE: .etedtsi MEE be baw ole ROE Se Rr ee ey a 17.6 
S. Gtegm 7 Gees | b. «crsb sens WIIey 650s os TPA Tues. 8:20-9:09 Pe heddiedca | ae ae 51.1 | Secret Journal ........... WHBQ ...... 19.5 
7. Public Defender (Dr) ........WMCT Interstate....... Thurs. 7:00-7:30 BO seacet ee -e, 44.4 Bob Cummings ; SED. a bo.0-4% 20.1 
8. Amos ‘n’ Andy (Co) ........ We. v's oc'Sem CBS Fri. 10:09-10:20 14.9 ceded ie Mhadels 39.1 MGM Million Dollar Movie WHBQ .......19.0 
9. Waterfront (Adv) WMCT.....«. WE Base Sun. 9:00-9:30 lS er a 60.7 | Ed Sullivan os WEEMS che css 26.6 
10. Secret Journal (Dr)........ WHBQ MCA Thurs. 9:00-9:30 14.4 27.3 52.7 | Sheriff of Cochise .. WREC .....- 30.6 
DAVENP’T-ROCK ISLAND = Approx. Set Count—307,000 ; Stations—WHBF (4), WOC (6) 
1. State Trooper (Adv) woc MCA ; Tues. 8:30-9:00 29.6 . . Sane 58.7 1 Bale Ae = x 6nd dees asd EE oo cae 22.3 
2. O. Henry Playhouse (Dr)...... WHBQ Gross-Krasne.. . Thurs. 9:00-9:30 . 25.4 SiS vce, 42.6 | Washington Square ........ re 16.0 
3. Whirlybirds (Adv) eas ¢4ke ae Rt Sao sooth on Sun. 8:30-9:00 Ape a Se oe 56.1 | What’s My Line ........%.. Weene sss 34.2 
4. Sheriff of Cochise (W) . SA NTA Mon. 8:30-9:00 hee 37.4......... 55.6) Godfrey's Talent Scouts....WHBF ...... 34.4 
5. Captain David Grief (Adv) WHBF Fhe, is. a's 3 a0 be Sun. 10:00-10:30 19.6  * Pre 30.0 Sunday News & Weather....WOC ....... 14.2 
5. Highway Patrol (Adv) woc eee Wed. 8:39-9:00 19.6 Ec os O28 45.9 | 20th Century Fox .......... WHBF ...... 24.6 
6. Count of Monte Cristo (Adv)~ WHBF........ SE Sat. 10:00-10:30 18.5 Re 45.3 | Lawrence Welk ........... We ves once 26.4 
7. Soldiers of Fortune (Adv) WE vite wesw a Sat. 10:30-11:00 17.7 Apes 41.4| Lawrence Welk ........... 5 SR a ae 23.3 
8. Annie Oakley (W) .. a CBS ‘ Wed. 6:00-6:30 13.9 5 oo ee 24.3 | Denny Thomas... ... . . 00.08 WE? SWiee's wc 10.0 
9. Superman (Adv) WT A 6 ve cacy Flamingo....... Fri. 7:00-7:30 15.0 Serre 38.9:| Chevy Show .....-.. ese. WP e000 13 23.1 
10. Wild Bill Hickok (W) WHBF Screen Gems Mon. 6:00-6:30 12.7 78.4 16.2| 77th Bengal Lancers.... Wat 6.6.2 cebcs 3.5 
LITTLE ROCK Approx. Set Count—153,000 Stutions—KARK (4), KTHV (11), KATV (7) 
1. Highway Patrol (Adv).... KARK Ziv Sun. 8:30-9:00 37.2 58.9.. 63.1; Death Valley Days......... i, ae 17.2 
2. Secret Journal (Dr) JME io esa be ot err Wed. 9:00-9:30 8 Sa 54.2 | Arthur Godfrey .......... oy. MPP re 12.6 
3. DOG De Ge: Wo ncn cleans EEE 6 cveuas MEA ce acsteswes Tues. 8:30-9:00 Sa aera Nee . BLD i Freee a «Aun coe MET citee'ea 16.3 
4. State Trooper (Ady). . eT + 3 < pomes oe i ee LS. Mon. 8:30-9:00 29.4 — ) ae 61.6 | Godfrey's Talent Scouts.....KTHV ....... 16.1 
So > ier eo TD ds.e0te+ 16.1 

SB. Weeaeee CObe  yia.cista velba ees oe > ees | a ree Tues. 8:00-8:30 er Fer Sree 72.7 | $64,000 Question .......... yy ee 28.9 
6. Sheriff of Cochise (W)...... i Ser NTA Wed. 8:30-9:00 la % The 56.3 | Wednesday Night Fights ...KATV ....... 17.0 
7. All Star Theatre (Dr) .... 5, ee Screen Gems Mon. 9:00-9:30 OF eae Oe 56.2 | Studio One Summer Theatre.KATV ...... 25.5 
7. Frontier Doctor (W)..... ee H-TV Tues. 9:30-10:00 22.9 . See 48.1 | Dupont Cavalcade Theatre..KATV ....... 12.9 
&. Whirlybirds (Adv)........... + re. BSA Sun. 9:00-9:30 OS SO ae kt pete FS OGD :1 TE TOT oa. ons od cova a) 33.3 
9. Annie Oakley (W) .......... fn CIID -.9 046-0 6 %Han Sun. 5:00-5:30 See Whe «<a 29.4 | 77th Bengal Lancers . KATV ..... 6.2 
10. Dr. Christian (Dr) KTHV BOOTH we sa avetes Thurs. 9:00-9:30 ee PPP 56.2! You Bet Your Life......... KARK 30.3 
PHOENIX Approx. Set Count—150,000 Stations—KTVK (3), KPHO (5), KOOL (10), KVAR (12) 
1. Sheriff of Cochise (W).. KOOL Is cilte ens ns acini Tues. 9:00-9:30 29.1. 51.3.. 56.6 : Life of Riley |... ....6 ose oo) ae 11.3 
2. State Trooper (Adv) ......... Ae oN Aree Tree Mon. 9:00-9:30 oy a Ed sors esate 63.4 | I Married Joan ............KPHO . 16.6 
3. Highway Patrol (Adv)....... Be ccvscees DEF eA Se dass Tues. 9:30-10:00 ...... Gs S-4.cig dh EE sie Weltcdad 50.4 | To Tell The Truth ........KOOL ....... 13.6 
4. Highway Patrol (Adv)....... 2. | i ae Be Naschapbooses* Pri. 0:000:20- . .2-060%- 0 ee ins cunaras 51.2 | Playhouse of Stars ..... ++». KOOL y Pee + | 
5. Frontier Doctor (W) . ERs 3 0000ens Sg Se ee Wed. 9:00-9:30 SN, 2 6.6 oibin ere $0.1.) Navy LOG. UFs.2 + Spaeeess KTVK .......20.0 
5. | Married Joan (Co) ...... ee Interstate. ........ Mon. 9:00-9:30 SPARS Sree 63.4 | State Trooper ......ccecse. BPE cecece 28.1 
5. Kingdom of the Sea (Doc) NO ssi Sate eat re Mon. 8:30-9:Q@) ........ eer Se. eck dened 65.5 | Studio One Summer Theatre.KOOL .......23.8 
6. Badge 714 (Myst).. id ee eee eee Wed. 9:00-9:30 |} eee RS 59.1 | Navy Log not hbele gona KTVK. .+ 20.0 
TF. Bee CO  kincewedscaviss 7 er - . eee ee Mon. 6:30-7:00 ........-  § Oe ead avededa 48.6 | Welk’s Top Tunes ......... KTVK oe} 
8. Dick Powell (Dr)........... 3, | ee Thurs. 9:30-10:00 OMe iiss 08 Ds asec wen 47.4 | Bob Cummings ..... ee = =—S Slee see 
8. De. Chisfetianm GOOD. ...cesese- tic cae, BO Seen Mon. 9:30-10:00 ty (ee EP rae 56.2 | Jane i, Payer Te ref 
9. Secret Journal (Dr).. .......KVAR......... DNs ve gaaecs Sun. 9:00-0:30 .......25- Ss ea SRP S 48.4 | Stellarama No. 2...........- pt re 13.2 

10. Public Defender (Dr) . KPHO 7% Interstate...... Fri. 8:30-9:00 ae pe re 48.7 ' Person to Person ......... a 17. 
BUFFALO Approx. Set Count—100,000 Stations—WGR (2), WBEN (4), WBUF (17) 
1. Highway Patrol (Adv).. _ aa Se eee ee Tues. 10:30-11:00 8 ee DE ice sth 52.1 | Spike Jones WREN 2.0... 16.5 
2. Silent Service (Adv)... WORE is a btm BC 600s wer Sat. 10:30-11:00 OP St whined 45.8......... 55.3 | Your Hit Parade ...... oonnt WON. 686 ages 15.1 
3. Men of Annapolis (Adv). . WHEE . \cveseve SR cs cscee erry Mon. 9:30-10:00 J Stee s aero Visions Mit ot aves 67.5 | Welk’s Top Tunes ......... WGR es | 
4. Annie Oakley (W) ........ ae > a Soevegees Tues. 7:00-7:30 A See 84.6 . 25.2 | News—John Daly ......... WE sa eccccnt® 
5. Stories of the Century (W) . WGR ereree it . 960600500 Mon. 10:30-11:00 eee. irre 43.2 | Studio One Summer Theatre.WBEN ...... 21.3 
6. Secret Journal (Dr)......... WR: it's 0s asve MGA. sce ° Fri. 10:30-11:00 pee See OE ocacecce 51.1 | Person to Person .......... WBEN .«... 23.2 
7. Sheriff of Cochise (W) .... ..WBEN......... NTA Fri. 7:00-7:30 a eee Pe 99.0) Eates WE. oc. obs ceve _ SE ida niet) 2.2 
8. Dr, Christian (Dr) ......:.... OE: hee pe Sat. 10:30-11:00 i ERS ae a 55.3 | Silent Service ..... ncedenas MEE tance 26.3 
9. Celebrity Playhouse (Dr) WGR...........Sereen Gems......Sun. 10:30-11:00 a SES. 55.7 | What’s My Line.....,.+2..- WBEN .....+. 36.6 
10. Waterfront (Adv) ........... WEES. cones ey: SS ere Thurs. 7:00-7:30 ...... ee > ES ZED) Sead Ms 6 oo. -cccccccceves WBEN ...... 10.1 
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CANADA'S SPONSOR OVERHAUL 





Nielsen's Top 


(Week Ending July 21) 


Sunday Night at Blackpool ................ (ATV) 69% 
Val Parnell’s Saturday Spectacular .........(ATV) 64% 
The Army Game ....... EE PLES EPP: (GRANADA) 62% 
Play of the Week—“Late Love” ............ (AR) 61°% 
Criss Cross Quiz—Wed. .............. .... (GRANADA) 
Television Playhouse, “The Confidence Man”. (GRANADA) : 
ee Si I ok sos vckensuiehann<eett (ABCTV) 60°% 
Jack Hylton Presents ........cccccesss én co 

Emergency Ward 10—Fri. ........... SFA 57% 
Criss Cross Quiz—Mon. ........... naman (GRANADA) ' 
Emergency Ward 10—Tues. ...........-.++: (ATV) 54% 


(Figures reveal the audience in the London, Birmingham and 
Northern Region television homes capable of receiving both BBC 


and ITV programs.) 


~ Cuban 








Clandestine Broadcasts Set Up From Sierra 
Mountain 





Rebels’ Built-In Audience 


10 for Britain’ 


> 
| 





TW CLIENTS AX CBS Finds Canadian Loophole’ 


MAJOR ENTRIES 


Toronto, Aug. 6. | 

Axed because of sponsorship) 
lack, plus claimed “Crowded CBC | 
TV schedule,” are three musical 
shews which, last season, held the 
top weekly segments for contin- 
ental coverage of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. 

On the decision of Bob McGall, 
CBC-TV variety supervisor — and 
departing sponsors—these are “The 
Denny Vaughan Show,” with Joan 
Fairfax, this formerly sponsored by 





Retreat 





> 


Santiago de Cuba, Aug. 6. 

A “new” type of radio broadcast- 
ing is capturing a sizeable: Cuban 
audience. Clandestine broadcasts 
are being made by rebel groups. 

The most widely heard station is 
that of the 26th of July Movement, 
the main rebel organization in 
Cuba. This radio is believed to 
broadcast from the Sierra Maestra 
Mountains, where a rebel gueriila 
outfit operates. 

This July 26th station broadcasts 
with fair regularity, usually at 9 
p.m. Broadeasts last about 20 
minutes and are heard as far away 
as Havana. The station is heard | 
on the 40-meter shortwave band. 

Another station which is less 
frequently heard is that of the Or- 


CBS’ Czech Puppets 


Rome, Aug. 6. 

Reports from Prague indicate 
that CBS has purchased over 100 
Czech puppet and animated car- 
toon shorts for use on stateside 
television. Pact is reported to have 
been signed during the recent Kar- 
lovy Vary Film Festival. 

At the same time, Czechosio- 
vakia is said to have sold 16 fea- 
ture films to Egypt, currently push- 


short subjects of various types 
have been sold to Denmark for use 
on television in that country. 








ganization Autentica, another rebel 
organization. This is believed to 
broadcast from the Sierra Cristal 
Mountains. 


A third station which is occasion- 


ally heard is believed operated by 
the government in an effort to con- 
fuse listeners. The government 
also frequertly jams the other sta- 
tions. 





All-Journalist Ban 
Of Brit. Com TV 
Asked by Writer 


London, Aug. 6. 





Guild's ‘Grief’ Sold 


To Britain's ITV 


“Captain David Grief,” the Guild 


If the Televisiion Writers’ Coun- 
|cil goes ahead with its threat to 
strike in a bid to get a better deal 
from the commercial tv program- 
|}mers, the National Union of Jour- 
 nalists, which is a constituent body 
|of the council, will instruct its 
‘members not to write for commer- 
cial tv, other than news reports. 


| cluded in this fall's programming 


Lever Bros.; “The Jackie Rae 
Show,” with guestars, sponsored 
alternately by Sunbeam and Nes- 
cafe; “Pick the Stars,” a CBC-sus- 
tained panel and audience choice 
of talent. Out also is “Graphic,” a 
carbon copy (complete with arm- 
chair) of the Ed Murrow home- 
interview series, this latterly spon- 
sored by Remington-Rand; and 
“The Chrysler Festival.” 

Two new filmed-in-Canada ({Tor- 
onto) adventure series will be in- 


of CBC-TV. These are “Tugboat 
Annie,” which will be sponsored 





ing curtain product, while 70 other | 


by Lever Bros.; and “Last of the 





Mohicans,” which will be alter- 
nately sponsored—week to week—| 
| by Lipton’s tea and soups; Hal) 
Ritchie’s Brilleream and Eno’s| 
Fruit Salts. Also carrying over into 
the new fall season from their pres- | 
| ent summer replacement status are 


“Front Page Challenge,” a new 
weekly panel quiz show for the 
| identification of international news 
events of the past half-century, this | 
with continued Lever Bros. spon- 
|sorship; ditto a seasonal advance 
of the idea of “Summertime,” this 
| featuring Jack Kane's orch and | 
| singers, and continuously spon- 
sored this Autumn by Sunbeam. 

| Two 90-minute spectaculars, with | 
| International Nickel of Canada 
| picking up the tab, include “Peer 
| Gynt” by the Stratford (Ontario) 
| Shakespearean Festival players 
|plus similar cast in a presenta- 
tion not yet chosen. On last sea- 
| son's success of “Swan Lake,” the 
| Canadian National Ballet will also 
| present another 90-minute dance 
|fest, this to be financed by the 
State-operated CBC. 


Also lined up as lengthy CBC 
| sustainers this fall are “The Turn 


For Newsmen to Invade 


Red China 


Toronto, Aug. 6. 





A Plea for Saroyan 
London, Aug. 6. 

“Don't switch off if you don't 
like it.” That’s the plea Grana- 
da-TV making to viewers 
in connection with their up- 
coming production of William 
Saroyan’s play, “My Heart's in 
the Highlands.” 

Explaining that, in the past, 
they have asked viewers to 
switch off if they do not like 
one of their programs, a 
Granada spokesman said they 
were making a different re- 
quest this time and appealed 
to viewers not to be deterred 
from watching just because 
the play was outside their 
usual experience of the thea- 
tre. 

Making no attempt toe dis- 
guise the nature of the presen- 
tation, Granada have also re- 
leased reviews of the original 
New York production, which 
are of a mixed and critical na- 
ture. The tv presentation, to 
be networked on the commer- 
cial web on Aug. 15, will be 
directed by Jerry Epstein. 





Mankowitz’s Brit. 
Deal on New Type 
TV Journalism 


London, Aug. 6. 
Under a contract, which com- 


pares with the type of deal offered | 


by major studios to indie pro- 
ducers, Wolf Mankowitz has been 
signed on a year’s pact with As- 
sociated-Rediffusion, in which he 
has a completely free hand on the 
type of program he delivers. Man- 
kowitz, who is already story edi- 
tor for Columbia Pictures in 
Britain, and is a wellknown novel- 
ist and dramatist, has set the first 
series, which will comprise six 
half-hour programs for airing in 
the fall. 

The initial series will have an 


Getting around the news ban of 
the U. S. State Department and 
awaiting only immediate visa clear- 
ance from the Chinese Communist 
government, a Canadian broadcast- 
ing crew of reporters and camera- 
men has also been signed up by 
CBS to supply on-spot coverage in 
contravention of the U. S. State 
Department's ukase whereby John 
Foster Dulles has forbidden Ameri- 
can newsmen to enter China. 

The trip .will be financed by the 
CBC and CBS but the buying-in 
of the latter is a news beat over 
the rival NBC and ABC, wo have 
abided by the Dulles declaration, 
with CBS finding the loophole. In 
Toronto, William Hogg, chief news 
editor of the CBC, said that his 
Canadian team was slated for the 
China trip and that CBS has a 
deal, this confirmed by James 
Burke, news manager of CBS, with 
the CBC crew not only covering 
for trans-Canada ty on Toronto- 
emanated programs but CBC also 
carrying CBS assignments. 

As to who is the boss is agitating 
| Canadian government sources of 
| the State-owned CBC, the fear be- 
|ing that the CBS tiein might “em- 
barrass” the Canadian government 








| on its fence-straddling position 
with the Chinese government in 
both Washington and Peking, 


| though the latter seeks news cov- 
| erage and a visit to China, with 
Washington and Ottawa refusing 
recognition of the Chinese Com- 
munist government, though Britain 
bas. On the chauvinistic stand- 
point, the CBC does not want to be 
| chore boys for the CBS in latter's 
beating of the Dulles ban. How- 
ever, CBC will accept “sugges- 
tions” from CBS. 

| Heading the Canadian contin- 
gent will be Charles Lynch, CBC 
| correspondent and political com- 
mentator for the United Nations in 
New York; and Robert Crone, CBC 
news photographer, whb headed 
the crew of Canadian CBC photog- 
raphers with Larry Henderson, 
CBC newscaster, who have just re- 
turned from a tour of the Iron 
Curtain countries. 


TV Technicians 





lepic series, was sold to coe 
Seteain’s ITV commercial tv setup| _ The NUJ is the leading body of | of the Screw,” with Benjamin Brit- 
for exposure in three cities. Reub| British mnewspapermen with & ten, composer, conducting the Eng- 
Kaufman, Guild prexy, recently re-| membership in the region of lish Opera Co., currently at Strat- 
turned from England and Europe | 15,000. The dispute, backed by the | ford, Ontario; such other operas as 
where he was chiefly on a search | threat of strike action, comes after | Puccini's “Tosca;” “Die Kluge” by 


umbrella title of “Couldn't Hap- 
pen” and, according to Mankowitz, 
they'll develop a new type of tv | 
journalism, combining and adapting | 
the techniques of motion pictures, | 


End Brit. Dispute 


London, Aug. 6. 





for fresh material for syndication. | deadlock was reached in negotia-| Carl Criff, the modern German 


ITV pact has already begun in| 
Manchester, with Birmingham and | 
Glasgow due to start this fall. Final 
pix in the 39-week half-hour series 
are now being produced in Mexico 
for Guild. Skein began in U.S. last | 
February. 

Domestically, 


tions, lasting for two-and-a-half | 
years between the TWC and the. 
programmers. 

The TWC has been pressing for 
some form of royalty payment | 
instead of the flat fee given by| 


composer; Milton’s “Comus,” a 
combo of opera and ballet, to be 
conducted by Dr. Arnold Walter. 
head of the Royal Conservatory of 
Music here. 


In doubt are “The Wayne & 


| programmers, with additional coin | Shuster Show,” “The Barris Beat” 
Guild this week! for repeat performances. They also | and 


“Showtime,” latter starring 


closed sales on “Grief” in Phila-| claim an author should retain film | Shirley Harmer and Bob Goulet, 
delphia with WRCV and in Balti-|or foreign television rights, and | with Howard Cable's orch and spon- 
more with WMAR-TV. Syndicator | that contracts made during the last | sored by Canadian General Electric. 


reports that now “Grief” has been! 
bought in all of the top 30 popula-! 
tion markets in the country and) 
that total market sales are well | 
over 100. 


LEA PADOVANI FOR 
ITALO TV SERIES 


Rome, Aug. 6. | 

Lea Padovani, one of Italy’s top 
dramatic actresses, has been signed | 
to a leading role in “Pride and | 
Prejudice,” which the Italian tele-| 
vision network, RAI-TV, will begin 
telecasting in serial form in Sep- 
tember. 

Weekly stanzas of adaptations 
from famed novels have in the re- 
cent past become RAI-TV’s more | 
popular programs. Feeling is also | 
that much of this popularity is due 
to distaff interest, previously less 





couple of years sshould be revised | 
on the setting up of a new agree- | 


ment. 

At a recent news conference a 
TWC spokesman said they were 
trying to get the matter aired in 
the House of Commons. Members 
of the council include the NUJ, 
the Society of Authors, the British 
Screen and Television Writers’ 
Assn., the Radio and Television 
Writers’ Assn., and the League of 
Dramatists. 


BBC Brackets Novarro 
With Rossano Brazzi 


London, Aug. 6. 
Ramon Novarro and Rossano 
Brazzi, descnibed as ‘two Latin 
lovers of the old and new picture 
business,” will be featured in a 
BBC Light Program radio show 








stimulated by Italo video’s more 
manly fare in which sports and 
néws events predominated. 
“Pride and Prejudice” is cur- 
rently being scripted and adapted 


by Edoardo Anton and Daniele; Novarro will be heard singing 
D’Anza, latter also to serve as di-| the theme song from “The Pagan,” 


rector. Budget is said to be about 
$30,000. 


i Summer Madness.” . 


next Mon. (12). They will be inter- 
viewed by Robet Gladwell, who'll 

se his own system of cross-editing 
recording tapes so that both artists 
| reply to each of his questions. 


|and Brazzi the theme song from 


(Continued on page 40) 


documentaries, the theatre and 
magazines. Four writers have been 
assigned to the series and Man- 
kowitz, himself, will write at least 
one of the scripts. He will also pro- 
duce, but not direct. 

Initialler in the series will be 
“The Big Tilt,” which will postu- 
late the theory that four hydro- 
gen bombs have been dropped 
more or less simultaneously by the 

(Continued on page 40) 














Denny Vaughan Hits Back 


Toronto, Aug. 6 


On the charge that he had no say as what was to be used in his 
now cancelled weekly show, plus criticism of the present policy of 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. in hiring producers’ wives, Denny 
Vaughan this week lashed out at the CBC, revealing that his show 


cost $10,000 to $15,000 to produce 


but that some $3,000 of this went 


to dance numbers to which he objected. He claimed that Glenna 


Jones, wife of his producer, Loyd 


Brydon, was featured to such an 


extent that his vocalist, the blond Joan Fairfax, had her time cut 


down and was “over-shadowed.” 
He added: “This was my show, 


remember, but in 39 weeks last 


season, I never had a set and walked in front of a curtain to sing 
or play the piano.” Vaughan claims that the show was his in name 
only and that his objections to guestars, or even the music itself, 
was never considered; that he had no say in the production carry- 


ing his name. 


Said Vaughan: “Before I began the 39-weeks’ series, (sponsored 


by Lever Bros.) CBC asked me to 


sign a contract which said I must 


do anything they demanded. I refused to sign because they could 
have had you spend the half-hour standing on your head if they 
wanted. Most of the other performers, however, are frightened into 


signing the agreement. In reality, 


I had nothing to do with my own 


show except to take orders. The number of times I played the piano 
during the series was ridiculous.” (Vaughan is highly rated in North 
America and Europe as a pianist and composer; was the darling 
of the ‘teeners in London, England, before deciding to return to 





Canada a couple of years ago.) 


Agreement is being reached be- 
tween the commercial television 
| contractors and the Association of 
Cine and Television Technicians, 
and, as a result, the threatened 
dispute has been called off. The 
{terms of settlement are to be rati- 
fied by the two organizations, and 
"the new wage pact will be back- 
dated to July 1. 

The Union had protested that 
their attempts to negotiate an 
agreement had been frustrated by 
the tv programmers and they im- 
posed an arbitrary July 1 date for 
settlement. Although final agree- 
ment was not concluded by that 
date, the Union is satisfied with 
the back-dating promise. 


| 
IRISH GOV'T WEIGHS 
McLENDON’S TV BID 


Dublin, Aug. 6. 

McLendon Investment Corp., 
headed by Texas broadcaster Gor- 
|}don McLendon, will learn in 90 
| days the decision of the Irish gov- 

ernment on whether it will be al- 
lowed to establish a tv station here. 
| Ronald Kahn, negotiating for Mc- 
| Lendon, returned to the U. S. this 
weekend, with te deal st!!l in the 
air. 

McLendon project is « of a 
number submitted to the govern- 
|} ment and is regarded as the main 
| coniender to Pye Co.'s Irish radio- 
tv manufacturing subsid. Pye sub- 
mitted plans more than a year 
ago, but was asked to hold off be- 
cause, a Pye exec said, “the coun- 
| try could not afford tv.” 











30 TV-FILMS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 7, 1957 











Variety's weekly chart, based on ratings furnished by American Research Bu 
reau’s latest reports, on feature films and their competition covers 120 cities. Each 
week, the 10 top-rated features in a particular city will be rotated. 

Factors which would assist distributors, agencies, stations and advertisers in 
determining the effectiveness of a feature show in a specific market have been 
included in this Varrety chart. Listed below is such pertinent information regarding 
features as their stars, release year, original production company and the present 
distributor. included wherever possible along with the title. Attention should be paid 
to such factors as the time and day, the high and low ratings for the measured 


VARIETY - ARB FEATURE FILM CHART 


jeature period and share of audience, since these factors reflect the effectiveness 
of the feature, and audience composition, i.e. a late show at 11:15 p.m. would hardly 
have any children viewers, but its share of audience may reflect dominance in that 
time period. In the cities where stations sell their feature programming on a multi 
stripped basis utilizing the same theatrical throughout the week, a total rating for the 
total number of showings for the week is given, the total rating not taking into account 
the duplicated homes factor. Barring unscheduled switches in titles, the listed features 
for the particularly rated theatrical filmed show are as accurate as could be ascer- 
tained from a multiplicity of station and other data. 








CHICAGO 


TOP 10 TITLES AND OTHER DATA 


1. WOMAN OF THE YEAR— 
Spencer Tracy, Katherine Hepburn; 1942; 
MGM; MGM-TV 


2. NOW VOYAGER— 
Bette Davis, Paul Henreid; 1942; Warner 
Brothers; Associated Artists Productions 


3. JUNE BRIDE 
Bette Davis, Robert Montgomery; 1948; 
Warner Brothers; Associated Artists Pro- 
ductions 


4. THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER— 
Bette Davis, Monty Wooley, Ann Sheri 
dan; 1941; Warner Brothers; Associated 
Artists Productions 


5. THE BLACK PARACHUTE— 
Larry Parks, Jobn Carradine; 1944; 
Columbia; Screen Gems 


6. FOREVER AMBER 
Linda Darnell, Cornel Wilde, George 
Saunders; 1947; 20th Century Fox; NTA 
Film Network 


7. DRUMS ALONG THE MOHAWK— 
Claudette Colbert, Henry Fonda; 1939; 
20th Century Fox; NTA 


8 THE MOON IS DOWN— 
Lee J. Cobb, Sir Cedric Hardwicke; 1943; 
20th Century Fox; NTA 


9. I, THE JURY 
Biff Elliot, Peggie Castle; 1953; United 
Artists; United Artists-TV 


10. THE SAINT IN LONDON— 
George Sanders, Sally Grey; 1939; RKO; 
C&C 


Yorn 
BOSTON 
3. THE LEOPARD MAN— 
Dennis O'Keefe, Margo; 1943; RKO; RKO 


Teleradio 


2. CANADIAN PACIFIC— 
Randolph Scott, Jane Wyatt, Nancy Ol- 
sen; 1949; RKO; RKO Teleradio 


3. ACTION IN THE NORTH ALTANTIC 
(Part l— 
Humphrey Bogart, Raymond Massey; 
1943: Warner Brothers; Associated Art- 
ists Productions 


4. BULLETS OR BALLOTS— 
Edward G. Robinson, Joan Blondell; 1936; 
Warner Brothers; Associated Artists Pro- 
ductions 


5. SITTING PRETTY-- 
Robert Young, Maureen O'Hara, Clifton 
Webb; 1948; 20th Century Fox; NTA Film 
Network 


6. CASE OF THE CURIOUS BRIDE— 
Warren William, Margaret Lindsay; 1935; 
Waner Brothers; Associated Artists Pro- 


ductions 
7. ACTION IN THE NORTH ATLANTIC 
(Part 2)— 
Humphrey Bogart, Raymond Massey; 


1943; Warner Brothers; Associated Art- 
ists Productions 


KID NIGHTINGGALE— 
John Payne, Jane Wyman; 1939; Warner 
Brothers; Associated Artists Productions 


& BOY MEETS GIRL— 
James Cagney, Pat O’Brien, Marie Wil- 
son; 1938; Warner Brothers; Associated 
Artists Productions 


9. MR. RECKLESS— 
Barbara Britton, William Eythe; 1948; 
Paramount; Pine-Thomas 


10. DOCTOR x— 


Preston Foster, Fay Wray; 1932; Warner 


Brothers; Associated Artists Productions 


eel 


TIME SLOT 


Best of MGM 
Sat. June 1 
10:00-12:15 a.m. 
WBBM 


Community Playhouse 


Fri. June 7 
10:00-12:10 a.m. 
WGN 


Thursday Premiere 
Thursday, June 6 
10:00-11:55 p.m. 

WGN 


Courtesy Theatre 
Sun. June 2 
10:00-12:10 a.m. 
WGN 


Fair Store Movie 

Mon. June 3 

10:00-11:25 p.m. 
WGN 


Premiere Performance 


Wed. June 5 
7:30-9:30 p. .m 
WGN 


Feature Film 
Tues, June 4 
10:00-11:55 p.m. 
WGN 


Movietime, U. S. A. 
Fri. June 7 
10:00-11:45 p.m. 
WBKB 


Movietime, U.S.A. 
Wed. June 5 
10:00-11:30 p.m. 
WBKB 


Movietime, U.S.A. 
Mon. June 3 
10:00-11:25 p.m. 

WBKB 


Stars in the Night No. 1 


Fri. June 7 
11:40-1:00 a.m. 
WNAC 


Late Show 
Sat. June 1 
11:40-1:30 a.m. 

WNAC 


Boston Movietime 
Mon. June 3 
4:45-6:45 p.m. 

WBZ 


Boston Movietime 
Wed. June 5 
4:45-6:45 p.m. 

WBZ 


Premiere Performance 


Sun. June 2 
11:20-1:00 a.m. 
WBZ 


Boston Movietime 
Thurs. June 6 
4:45-6:45 p.m. 

WBZ 


Boston Movietime 
Tues. June 4 
4:45-6:45 p.m. 

WBZ 


Pleasure Playhouse 
Sun. June 
5:30-7:00 p. m. 

WBZ 


Stars in Night No. 1 


Thurs. June 6 
11:39-12:45 a.m. 
WNAC 


Boston Movietime 
Fri. June 7 
4:45-6:45 p.m. 
WBZ 


ARB 
RATING HIGH 
27.2 30.0 
18.2 21.0 
14.8 18.0 
13.6 17.0 
12.7 14.1 
12.6 13.3 
12.1 14.3 
11.9 12.5 
10.3 11.4 
7.3 8.0 
12.3 15.2 
11.3 14.9 
10.5 11.3 
9.4 10.1 
9.3 10.4 
9.1 9.8 
8.5 9.5 
7.9 9.5 
7.1 12.2 
6.8 8.2 


LOW 
21.2 


7.2 


5.3 


11.4 


7.2 


111 


8.5 


7.9 


7.9 


7.0 


6.7 


6.7 


5.8 


4.3 


5.5 


SHARE OF 
AUDIENCE 


66.4 


50.9 


49.5 


41.9 


4).7 


20.5 


12.8 


29.5 


34.3 


86.6 


74.4 


43.9 


46.3 


46.2 


JUNE, 1957 
TOP COMPETING SHOWS 


Secret Journal 
Crunch & Des 


Standard News Roundup 
The Moon Is Down, 

Movietime, U.S.A, .......... 
Howard Miller 


Standard News Roundup 
Beatty; Sports; 


De Ge... 0 Se ekabes 
Chamber of Horrors 

Movietime, USA ....... Sees 
ee yxy Sere ere eees 


News, Suports, Weather ..... 
Movie 


Standard News Roundup ..... 
The Saint in London, ........ 
Movietime, U.S.A.... 


eeeeeee 


Father Knows Best ......... 
Ozzie & Harriet 
I've Got a Secret ....... coos 
This Is Your Life ..... sesee 


Standard News Roundup ...... 
In Town Tonight ........ ae 
That Night in Rio, 

Movietime, U.S.A. .....00.- 
Late Show ‘ 


ok. rr eee 
Community Playhouse ...... 


Standard News Roundup ‘ 
Mages Playhouse ............ 


The Black Parachute, 
Fair Store Movie .......... 


BOO on. ocdeveccied eeescecs 


The Conspirators, 
Hollywood’s Best 


My Little Margie ............ 
Mickey Mouse Club ........ 
Western Marshall ............ 


My Little Margie ............ 
Mickey Mouse Club ......... 
Sky King .. z 


CrumeGet. 2. <scie0 caccscccers 
Canadian Pacific, 
Late Show 


My Little Margie 
Mickey Mouse Club ........ 
Ramar of the Jungle ... 


My Little Margie ....sccse.s. 
Mickey Mouse Club ....c0.... 
PO TM ho aarss ne 56g a0 ¥ha ews 


Search for Adventure ........ 


Sheriff of Cochise saveiesens 
Rid Dik: GS css iedae eeesees 
Brake. BeeG cc ccsctcoscas 
SON. Spe npe0ades¢ ccna 
My Little Margie ....c.ec.s.. 


Mickey Mouse Club ..... 
Lassie 


RATING 
WEED ccccens 17.0 
WNBQ ..... ++. 8.0 
WNBG .. 10k. 8.2 
WEBM 2.026. 16.2 
WBEB ..c0s... 11.9 
WEB» ..... 4.0 
WEE vvcwiees 20.2 
WNBQ ......... 7.7 
WBEB ...cecee 49 
WEEE osccsese 5.0 
WBBM ....... 22.3 
WNBQ ..... eee 65 
WBBM ........ 5.6 
WBBM ........249 


= 
ow 
x 
wo 
2a 


WEEN 2. .sc00. 21.8 
See? 7.8 
WE ne swenes 12.7 


BED yo mee eaiey 3.6 
i. ae AY 2.7 
MEE. .ncahee x9 13.1 
WE sw onnes 8.1 
WS on cesens 43 
V2 ae 14.7 
WNAC ........10.9 


-WNAC ........ 5.1 


“WNAC ..cocce. 25 
WNAC ..seoeee 43 
WNAC ........12.0 
WNAC ........ 9.7 
WNAC ....00+. 3.4 
WNAC ........10.9 
WS ow cvshes 10.6 


WNAC 18.3 
WNAC ....00-. 213 
WNAC ...... --22.3 
WBZ ..ceucvcce 7.8 
WBZ... ..cvcocee 14 
WNAC . oo, 34 
WNAC oo 113 
WNAC ........17.9 
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Inside Stuff—Radio-TV 
When Larry LeSueur married former New York Times fashion 
editor Dorothy Hawkins last March, the CBS newsman’s honeymoon 


Nations. 

Last week, the pair tried again, going to Mexico where LeSueur, 
a widely travelled correspondent, had never been. After he and his 
wife raced down 11 flights of stairs in a crumbling Mexico City hotel, 
he ended up in harness again, covering the Mexican earthquake of 
July 28 for the network. 

Now he hopes they can escape—maybe to Bermuda. 





CBS Inc: is assigning a former outside management consultant to 
establish and head a new budgeting service department. Reed M. Rob- 
erts Jr., recently senior associate of Cresap, McCormick & Paget 
management consultants, will be in charge, his new job beginning 
Monday (12). 

L. Byron Cherry, veep over CBS finance and management services, 
explained that the department will be fundamentally an “information 
gathering job.” It will have nothing to do with “control.” Roberts will 
project the expenditures and income of each division of CBS Inc. and 
present top management with a coordinated money picture to act on 
as it pleases. 

Cherry thought that the practice of budgeting services is more well 
established in other fields than in broadcasting. 





Country & western music stations have banded together for the first 
time to form a bureau of their own. Country & Western Music Broad- 
casters Assn. was established by 20 station operators to research, mer- 
chandise and promote their programming. 

Organization hopes to represent 50 c&w stations shortly, with a con- 
certed push now being undertaken to get more members. Kurt Meer, 
owner of KCUL, Fort Worth-Dallas, is the organization’s prexy; Jack 
Feldmann, general manager of KRKD, L.A., is exec veep; Kenneth 
Firnstahl, general manager of KEVE, Minneapolis, is secretary; Warren 
Roberts, boss of WEAS, Atlanta, is another veep, and Ron Freeman, 
head of KVVG, Fresno-Tulare, is treasurer. 





William Weldon, topper of Blair TV’s sales operation, has taken a 
leave of absence from the eng fd for at least a couple of months. 
Iilness of his mother-in-law, Mrs. L. R. Goshin, operator of two daily 
newspapers and the Jefferson City, Aa radio station KWOS, has 
necessitated his temporary return to manage her holdings. 

Jack Denninger is taking over at Blair during his leave of absence. 


Edw. Roth to WGN-TV 
As Program Manager 


Chicago, Aug. 6. 
Edward J. Roth Jr., joins WGN- 


TV here on Aug. 12 as the station’s 
new program manager, the post 
——- —s —_ by mye 4 
an. 20 je new Denver—J n 
Roth has resigned a similar_post| KLZ radio sae talslies woeamen. 
at WNDU-TV, South Bend, "Ind., was named 
the commercial station of Notre 
Dame U. and an NBC affiliate. 
WGN Inc., seems to be accent- 
ing youth in the exec echelons. 





Roth, who is 35, was appointed by 
the new 38-year-old prez and gen- 
eral manager of WGN, Inc., Ward 
Quaal. Roth previously had worked 
for NBC-TV in New York as asso- 
ciate director on such shows as 
“Robert Montgomery Presents,” 
Milton Berle Show, “Kraft The- 
ater,” and the “T-H-T” trio. 








Stool Placer- 
John Guedel 








_| integrated into the format of an in- 





th | agency is handling the dickers for 
Bond. 





CYRIL 
was cancelled because he had to cover a major crisis at the United | (p BITCHARD THEATRE 


anger) 
With Ritchard, host; Hugh Burden, 


Writer: Richard Hughes 
30 ag Mon.-thru-Fri., 2 p.m. 
WNYC, N. Y. | 
wane, N. Y., isn’t giving up on 
radio drama. The munieipal sta- 
tion last Monday (5) ternoon 
launched a cross-the-board pro- 
gram of productions originally 
transcribed in England by the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting —- The series 
is tagged “The Cyril Ritchard The- 
atre,” with the actor-director func- 
tioning as host. 

The initial offering was partic- 
ularly interesting in that it marked 
a repeat of the first radio play, 
“Danger,” originally produced Jan. 
15, 1924, by the BBC in London. 
In addition, the author, Richard 
Hughes, introed the presentation 
with some optimistic comments on 
the future of radio drama. 

The three-character play held up 
satisfactorily, with Hugh Burden 
Isobel Dean and George Merritt 
making up the cast. B whether 
the “listening play,” as’ Hughes 
-_ it, can make a comeback is 

moot nt. Hughes feels it 
hasn't been killed by tv—that it has 
too much vitality. The public and 
the sponsors, at present, apparently 
don’t concur. Jess. 


Bond Clothes Mulls 
Return to DuMont 


Bond Clothes, which left WABD, 
N. Y., last spring when Mike Wal- 
lace went over to the ABC-TY net- 
work, is negotiating with the Du- 
Mont New York station to return 
in the fall, either -as the sponsor 
of three half-hours a week in the 
outlet’s extension of live program- 
ming or once again as bankroller 
of a nightly news strip. 

It sponsored Wallace in the news. 
Since Wallace’s leaving, station 
has only carried news at 11 p.m., 





terview show, “Night Beat.” Katz 





Thanks for 


Keeping me on 


A stool 11 years. 


Grouchea Mara 


D.C.'s 40% Status as Originating 
Point for Mutual Network Shows 


| presently is between $400,000 and 
* $500, 


Washington has emerged as one 000 annually, for which Wash- 
ington originates about 40% of all 


of the ee nena centers = pre) the Mutual programs. 

gram origination under the meted As Hurleigh sees it, “Washington 
plan which Mutual has put into js the place for originating news 
operation. Mutual now originates a and public events, not New York. 


far larger share of its total time in| There is no reason why a newsman 
the nation’s c:pital than any other in New York should tell about the 


| happenings in the nation's capital. 


Washington, Aug. 6 


radio or tv web. This amount may| And to the people around tee 

even increase under the Roberts- country, Washington is* the local 

Hauser-Hammer control. | city to originate the big national 
: j} and international! news stories,” 

Mondays through Fridays, the| Hurleigh, incidentally, was one of 





web launches 11 daily news shows) the originators of the news and 
in Washington and 10 on Saturdays! music format on which the network 
and Sundays. In addition, there are ‘§ now embarked 
such specials as the Fulton Lewis | 
show, once weekly Reporter's, tual 
Roundup, special coverage of a New Mu Slate To 
idential and other major news con-| 
ferences, and an occasional 15-25- | Take Over Today (Wed.) 
minute cut-in on the Senate racket Mr ° 
hearings or similar events. As 0 Neil Team Resigns 
On the regular newscasts, one- : 
third originate in Washington, one- | Official takeover of Mutual net 
third in New York and the remain-| by new management group readed 
der come from such cities as De-|by Paul Roberts and Bertram J. 
troit, Chicago, Boston, Miami and Hauser from RKO Teleradio takes 
oe : ton nP place today (Wed.) at a board meet- 
na on to news, virtually a : POR SS 
of the taped and recorded music ing, with ay directors slated to 
used under the new plan, originates € elected, as well as a roster of 
from Washington from sign-on officers. 
time until 4 p.m. The music is| Prior to the board meet, all 
recorded in New York and sent to Mutual officers associated with the 
Washington for origination, in con-|old management submitted their 
junction with the news shows. resignations, including John B. 
Robert Hurleigh, veteran broad-| Poor, prez, Richard Puff, v.p. of 
casting newsman, who has operated | advertising - promotion - research; 
the Washington office since 1954, | Wendell Campbell; sales v.p.; 
moved the network’s news head-| Robert Carpenter, station relations 
quarters here in March and in-|vy.p., Brad Simpson, program 
creased his output commencing/director. Also resigning are Tom 
June 2 when the new plan began Duggan jn the station relations 
to operate. _ department, Ollie Morby, business 
He has been working with a| manager, Virgil. Reiter, Chicago 
staff of seven newsmen, Jack/ sales exec and engineer H. Jacob- 
Goertz as director of public affairs owitz. Thomas O'Neil will be re- 
three staff announcers and five. placed as Mutual Board chairman. 
engineers. Fulton Lewis is an in-| Poor will remain as v.p. in the 
dependent contractor who main- RKO Teleradio organization and 
tains his offices in the Washington|Campbell also will remain in the 
headquarters of the web. {RKO family as sales exec for 
Cost of the Washington operation |‘ o&0’s. 














Steal Piseons 
Bob Dwan and Bernie Smith 
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Over WBC, music is programmed with care, with 
skill . . . yes, with real art. Because it is a fresh, 
new art—the way WBC deejays serve up the 
records that keep listeners listening. _ 

No run-of-the-mill record spinners, They’re all 
distinct personalities, each one-with a distinctive 
popular appeal. And, what’s all-important — with a- 
following! A big, tune-happy following! 

To get their ear, to prove that No Selling Cam- 
paign is Complete Without the WBC Stations, start 
calling A. W. “Bink” Dannenbaum, WBC VP-Sales, 
at MUrray Hill 7-0808 in New York. 








WESTINGHOUSE 
BROADCASTING 
COMPANY, INC. 


96° 








RADIO : 
BOSTON, WBZ + WBZA 
PITTSBURGH, KOKA 
CLEVELAND, KYW 
FORT WAYNE, WOWO 
CHICAGO, WIND 
PORTLAND, KEX 


TELEVISION 

BOSTON, WBZ-TV 
BALTIMORE, WAAM 
PITTSBURGH, KDKA TV 
CLEVELAND, KYW-TV 
SAN FRANCISCO, KPIX 


WIND represented by A M Radio Sales 
WAAM represented by Biair TV 

KPIX represented by The Katz Agency, ine. 
All other WBC stations represented by 
Peters, Griffin, Woodward, Inc, 
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AMERICAN BANDSTAND 
With Dick Clark, emcee; guests 
Producer: Tony Mammarella 
Director: Edward J. Yates 

90 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 3 p.m. 
Participating 

ABC-TV, from Philadelphia 

On Monday (5), ABC-TV picked 
up as a network afternoon offering 
a live program that has been a local 
success for years in some of tv's 
major markets. “American Bang- 
stand,” in fact, began with a dif- 
ferent title but essentially the same 
format five years ago on WFIL- 
TV, now ABC’s Philadelphia affili- 
ate. The 90-minute program, hardly 
lavish when compared to the out- 
lays for other daytime network 
shows, utilizes available highschool 
kids with a yen to mug and dance 
to pop records on tv and meet the 
p’ogram’s guest recording stars. 
There are other successful shows 
like it on WABD and WOR, in 
New York, and if this is an im- 
provement oyer them or even the 
WFIL original it is a matter of 
only slight degree. Nonetheless, 
ths program, as only a case in 
point, has definite appeal, limited 
for adults, perhaps, but great for 
teeners. 

Whether it’s a wise setup for 
ABC affiliates is entirely another 
matter. There are opportunities 
for any station in a large tv market 
(where there is some kind of 
supply in touring singers, whose 
labels are only too eager to get 
them tv exposure) to produce an 
“American Bandstand,” and get 
1u0‘e of the tv advertising dollar, 
not just a third. 

The web was wise to this slant 
when it went after a replacement 
for “Arternoon Film Festival,” in 
order to retain its afternoon time 
franchise. But it discovered there 
wasn't as much of a going market 
fo: live half-hours of untried di- 
mensions as there might be for a 
longer, relatively inexpensive show 
with a known rating record. 


If stations buy the economics of | 


the-program and run it, it should 
n ake arespectable buy for national 
underwriters. It has a fresh, young 
emcee, Dick Clark, who has rap- 
port with the highschoolers, a 


tough lot to please. But by the 
same token, it has some faults, 
easily correctable, which seemed 


to make the kids queasy the first 
show. Not Clark, but the program 
planners forgot that these “par- 
ticipators” want te be accepted as 
adults; a “happy birthday” bit 
didn’t go at ail, with a handful of 
the highschool kids showing out 
aad out disdain for such childish- 
ness and the rest only awkwardly 
participating in song. 

Typical of such programs were 
the guest appearances. When seen, 
the Chordettes went through a 
brief, pleasant ig irrelevant inter- 
view by Clark, and after lip sync- 
ing to a couple of their records, 
went over to an “autograph table” 
avd slipped their Hancocks into 
willing hands, Most of the time 
the sereen is filled with dancing 

ds, some self-conscious, some 
-hibitionistie, others tough, and 
3 a treat for parents to get these 
wouye of the teenage social 
imal, 

Taking away from the effective- 
ness of “American Bandstand” is 
tne fact that 3 p.m., its daily start- 
ing time, may be too early to reach 
the vast majority of teeners from 
which it must get its primary 
av dience, and the farther west the 
, goes the worse it’s going to 
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LABOR RACKETS HEARING | 
— Warren, Clark Mollen- 
0! 
270 Mins., 10-12:30 and 2-5 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WABD, N. Y., from Washington 
Value of tv as a medium of com- 
munication is attested anew by the 
current presentation by DuMont 
Broadcasting’s News and Special 
Events of the Washington hearings 
conducted by the Senate Select} 
Committee on Improper Practices | 
in the Labor or Management Field. 
But while the cameras are catch- 
ing the atmosphere of the hearing 
room far better than the printed) 
word, nevertheless this labor probe 
lacks the drama and suspense of 
the televised Costello and McCar-) 
thy sessions. 


Early testimony no doubt was 


frequently dry to the average view- 


er. On the other hand it may have 
been vastly interesting to the stu- 
dent of labor affairs. Obviously 
the amount of interest at any given 
moment is determined by the iden- 
tity of the witness on the stand, 
Thus when the controversial James 
R. Hoffa, Teamsters Union v.p., or | 
ILGWU head David Dubinsky ap-| 
pear before the committee the at-| 
tention of the public should mount | 
sharply. For both Hoffa and Dub-| 
insky have been linked to convict-| 
ed extortionist John (Johnny Dio) | 
Dioguardi. 

Occasionally the cameras rove to 
register varying expressions of 
those in the hearing room—some | 
with grim countenances, some puff- | 
ing cigars at a rakish angle. Facial | 
reactions of the committee mem-| 
bers, movement of cameramen, | 
members of the press, et al—all)| 
these activities couldn’t possibly | 
be recreated by newspaper de- 
scriptions of the hearings, 

Aside from its sterling camera- 
work, DuMont had a couple of able 
commentators on hand for wrapups 
of the morning and afternoon ses- 
sions, various interviews and be- 
hind-the-scenes analysis. Matt | 
Warren of WITTG, DuMont’s Wash- | 
ington outlet, adeptly handled the} 
news summary and from time to) 
time interviewed his associate, | 
Look mag labor reporter Clark 
Mollenhoff, from the hearing room 
floor via split-screen technique. 

It may be said that both Warren! 
and Molienhoff for the most part) 
seldom interfered with the flow) 
of testimony and wisely permitted 
the viewer to act as his own re-| 
porter. Also worthy of note is Du- 
Mont’s practice of superimposing | 
the names of individuals on the) 
screen as a means of identification. 

-Airings of the labor hearings, 
exclusive with DuMont’s WTTG 
and WABD, N. Y., are expected to 
continue for at least another week 
or more, As the probe gains mo- 
mentum it’s apparent that -viewer | 
interest will likewise increase in 
this excellent public service pres- 
entation. 

The two stations, incidentally, 
have waived their commercials but 
at hearing recesses and other ap- 
propriate times lose no opportuni- 
ties to toss in plugs for such house 
shows as “Art Ford’s Greenwich 
Village,” “Night Beat,” “The Big 
Story,” “Entertainment Press Con- 
ference” and “Herb Sheldon’s 
Studio Party,” among others. a 

Gilb. 


Set Gobel Writers 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 

Writers for next season's alter- 
nate-week NBC-TV “George Go- 
bel” show were set last week, with 
Elon Packard, Harry Winckler, 
Milt Rosen and Jack Brooks inked. 

First pair are holdovers from | 
last season, latter who wrote Go-| 
bel’s material for his guesting on) 
NBC-TV “Chevy Show” couple of 
months back. 











JACK MABLEY 
Producer: Virginia Donahue 
Director: Ritchy Victor 
15 Min.; Mon.-Fri., 3:45 p.m. 
PARTICIPATING 
WBKB, Chicago 

The billboarding of Jack Mabley 
as “the hard-hitting Chicago Daily 
News columnist” is unfortunate. It 
makes him a disappointment. Al- 
though Mabley is indeed a two- 
fisted trouble-shooter on the after- 
noon sheet, his attitude on tele- 
vision is rather courtly, and in- 
stead of occupying the time with 
his own startling comment he 
searches his daily interviewees for 
theirs. He conducts a pleasant and 
sometimes enlightening interview 


US aan 
Studie One Summer Theatre 
Scripter «Theodore Apstein 


touched home several times in his 
domestic comedy, “My Mother And 
How She Undid Me,” aired over 
CBS-TV’s “Studio One Summer 
Theatre” Monday (5). His yarn 
concerning the turmoil braught on 
a young couple’s household on the 
arrival of a newborn, and first 





on the soft pedal. 
Guests and topics are generally 


‘those of interest to the afternoon 
housewifery, and while he’s not on-| 


actly of the in-depth school. 
Mabley does on occasion manage 
to put his subject on the spot. 
his tete-a-tete (31) with Carol Fox, 
general manager of Chi’s opera 
company, the Lyric Theatre, Ma- 
bley point-blanked: “Did you find 
Maria Meneghini Callas tempera- 
mental?” (answer: negative), and 
“Are the (showy) first night audi- 
ences really sincere?” answer: of 
course, of course). Miss Fox turned 
out to be an excellent subject, 
willing to give her opinions and 
ready with facts and figures. And 
Mabley’s well-chosen questions 
showed a preparedness for his 
guest. 

As an interviewer, Mabley is 
relatively obiective, leisurely and 
unstylized. His adjuncts as a tele- 
vision performer are good- 
looks, his drawling glibness, and a 
low-pressure show of warmth. And, 
of course, his Daily News byline 
is no small attraction to the dial 
twirlers. Les. 











Foreign TV Reviews 








SUNDAY NIGHT AT BLACK- 
POOL 

With Mel Torme, Tanner Sisters 
(2), Arthur Haynes, Carrol 
Levis, Gimma Boys (6), Malcolm 
— Dancers, Jack Parnell’s 
ore 
oducer, director: W. Lyon-Shaw 

60 Mins.; Sunday, 9 p.m. 

Associated TeleVision, from Black- 


“Sunday Night at Blackpool” is 
the summer replacement for Asso- 
ciated TeleVision’s big weekend 
vaudeo show, “Sunday Night at 
the London Palladium.” This new 
series is presented by George and 
Alfred Black, whereas the London 
program was under the Val Par- 
nell banner. Apart from that and 
the replacement of the “Beat the 
Clock” game by a talent spotting 
competition entitled “Strike It 
Lucky,” there’s very little differ- 
ence. 

Headlining the bill of the pro- 
gram under review was el 
Torme, who had to bow out of an 
earlier ATV show because of ill- 
ness. His routine, subdued and 
easy going, clicked with the holl- 
day audience at the northern sea- 
side resort, and also provided 
pleasant viewing for home audi- 
ences. He made his bow playin 
a drum duet with bandleader Jac’ 


In| 


| child, was lighthearted and breezy 
|and enhanced by several top per- 
| forming displays. 

His gimmick of using the baby 


|as narrator, however, strained the} 


; comedy too muth and unintention-| 
| ally served to lose some of the 
| script’s credibility. Played 


| straight, sans the “talking babe,” 
lthe script would have had more 


comedic values. 

Show’s biggest comedy plus was 
in the work of Ann Jackson who 
played the mother devoting her 
all to the newborn. In voice, man- 
nerism and facial expression she 
captured the mood of the part with 
a believable and sure farcical touch. 
As her husband, Larry Blyden, too, 
handled his role in the proper tone. 
The supporting cast was unusually 
topnotch, with Frances Sternhagen 
standing out in a bit as a babysit- 
ter. Eddie Bracken was the off- 
stage voice of the baby-narrator. 
His was a thankless part, at best. 

Additional nods belong to pro- 
ducer Norman Felton and director 
Seymour Robbie who kept the far- 
cical situation within —- 

ros. 





Goodyear Playhouse 

Vermonters are about as proud 
of their taciturnity as Texans are 
of their verbosity, according to the 
thesis of “Weekend in Vermont” 
by Ernest Kinoy which got an ex- 
cellent interpretation from a quar- 
tet of front line players on the 
Goodyear Playhouse Sunday (4), 
Dorothy Stickney and Howard 


Lindsay plus Tony Randall and 
Patricia Barry contributed handily 
to the overall pleasantness of the 


session. 

Major fault, however, was in the 
scripting in the sections where 
Kinoy went overboard. Miss Stick- 
ney and Lindsay as parents of Miss 
Barry, went too ey = portray- 
ing parents that would make Cal 
Coolidge sound like a chatterbox. 
There was a tendency to caricature 
.the deep and silent facade of the 
Vermonters. Another spot where 
the writing went out of key was 
the poetic flight by Miss Barry in 
describ’ her feelings. The two 
characterizations didn’t mix two 
well. Otherwise, the yarn came 
off nicely. 

Story concerned a first genera- 
tion New Yorker who meets the 
parents of his Vermont fiancee at 
the family homestead. Parents 
didn’t especially dig the idea of 
their solidly-backgrounded daugh- 
ter marrying a man with no 


Parnell, and then vacated the|in this country, but they overcome 
drum stool to sing “It’s Alright] their prejudices after the proper 
With Me.”. His mellow vocalistics|flareups. All principals ‘ormed 


and excellent jazz feeling turned 
this normally good tune into an 
even better one. He followed u 
with “When I Fall in Love,” an 
wound the act with his disclick 
“Mountain Greenery.” Backing by 
the Parnell outfit was good, and a 
little humor by Torme also reg- 
istered. 

The Tanner Sisters, close har- 
mony duo, did a routine based on 

(Continued on page 40) 
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excellently, and only the few script- 
ing lapses militated against its be- 
ing a firstline effort. Jose. 





Kraft TV Playhouse 

The predicament of a former 
corporation exec who’g forced to 
take a job as a shoe salesman and 
then learns to like it was given the 
once-over lightly treatment on the 
|NBC-TV “Kraft Television Play- 
house” Wednesday night (31). The 
ingredients for an absorbing drama 
were clearly present, but they 
failed to jell in a script that gave 
only safe and stereotyped answers. 

The snening sequence in which 
Kent Smith, in the lead role, re- 
turns to his old office fer a job 
and clashes with his former boss, 
Everette Sloane, was firstrate. But 
the rest of the stanza ran down hill 
in its statement of the familiar, 
\but never convincing, idea that 
money is not essential to the good 


ife. 

Helping to underline this theme 
is Smiths wife, (Ann Rutherford), 
who can’t reconcile herself to 
roughing it on a salesman’s salary; 
his daughter, another snob who's 
pilloried by her snobbish friends; 
Sloane, the unhappy rich man 
who, infact, turns out to be nearly 
broke himself; and Sloane’s wife 
(Eileen Heckart) who, between 
cocktail and garden parties, roots 
for the real things in life that 
money can't buy. At the windup, 
Smith turns down a big job to 
stick it out as salesman, a job 
which gives him more personal 
satisfaction. 

In the lead, Smith gave another 
one of his solid performances, 








lending overtones of intensity to a 
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|role which carried the full burden 
of the drama. Sloane played with 
| his usual skill while Miss Ruther- 
|ford and Miss Bancroft were okay 
in their respective parts. Herm. 








U. S. Steel Hour 


| Scripter Arthur Hailey, the 
|C. nadian public relations man who 
|did “Flight Into Danger” and 


“Time Lock,” got out of the sus- 
|pense-adventure groove with a 
}satire-comedy Wednesday (31) 
|night, titled “The Change in Ches- 
iter.” It was a dud. 


The change apparently was too 
much for “Hailey’s Comet” to en- 
compass. Story, teleeast on “U. S, 
Steel Hour.” CBS-TV, 10 to 11 
P.m., concerned a Milquetoast 
|character who attends a personal- 
ity projection school, graduating 
to become assistant to the prez, to 
win the girl he formerly didn’t 
have the spunk to woo. While not 
fresh, the idea for a spoof of big 
biz, modern psychology and, what 
have you via the Milquetoast- 
turned-lion format, was okay, but 
the lines were tired and most of 
the delineated characters did not 
have the needed sparkle. Situa- 
tions, too, with the office wolf, 
the boss, were hackneyed. 

Coming off best in the comedy 
department was John McGiver as 
the head and instructor of the per- 
sonality school. His‘ was a solid 
performance, capitalizing on a bet- 
ter conceived character than the 
others. Tom Poston as the prin- 
cipal, the lamb turned lion, was 
competent. Mary Sinclair, his co- 
worker, pusher and beloved, could 
have done better .. . many of her 
lines had the conviction of a first 
reading. Alan Newitt as the boss- 
man did o.k. Barbara Hall, the ex- 
$64,000 contestant who had a spe- 
cial part written in -for her, was 
not showcased enough to draw any 
conclusion. Hers was a walk-on 
part for the most part, the girl 
with a wiggle passing through the 
office for comic effect. She finally 
did say a few words, psychological 
gobbledygook, that came off in the 
setting. 

Theatre Guild production, under 
the direction of Don Richardson, 
could. have used some better sets 
for the personality school. The 
did not convey the image of a | 
a school and were much less imag- 
inative than those used for the 
business offices. Horo. 





Julius La Rosa Show 
Julius LaRosa, Perry Como’s 
regular summer stand-in on his 
Saturday night NBC-TV hour, gets 
better and better alll the time, and 
last weekend (3) sometimes better 
than his material. Weaker por- 
tions of the variety stanza were 
limited by and large to the first 
15 or 20-minutes, when, it seemed, 
the musical numbers were so lav- 
ishly produced that they put a par- 
tial cloud over La Rosa’s warmth. 

As the latest of these strong 


roots | weekend entries transpired, it be- 


came noticeable that video variety 
bookers, oye § reached the top 
limit of the c: they can pay for 
talent in the melee for their serv- 
ices, are of needs finding other in- 
ducements: expressly, bigger and 
longer plugs for whatever the per- 
(Continued on page 40) 
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is subject to the same stresses of 
an inflationary, and at times un- 
settled, economy that every other 
important American industry is. 

“If I read Mr. Gould correctly, 
then I subscribe to his main point. 

Hard Sell Season 

“No responsible television execu- 
tive can look you in the eye and 
say this has not been a hard-sell 


season. Network salesmen have 
worn out more shoe leather this 
selling season than at any time 
within my memory. There are good 
reasons for this, Ove is that many 


large advertisers, caught in the in- 
flationary squeeze between higher 
gross sales and lower net profits, 
have, for their agencies, adopted 
a more cautious attitude toward 
major advertising investments in 
ail media, Another is that the same 
inflationary ssures working on 
sponsors have nm working on the 
networks in terms of increased pro- 
gram costs. Another is that day- 
time ty and special programs have 
become increasingly attractive buys 
and this has probably siphoned 
some money from regular night- 
time. network periods. 

Ne Perennial Golden Goose 

“But the concept of network tele- 
vision as a golden goose business, 


the golden eggs flowing into its; 


coffers in a piacid and endless 
stream, is no more correct than the 
often repeated statement that the 
national tv audience is declining 
because of low program calibre. 
Television networking is a free- 
enterprise business of enormous 
complexity. A newspaper or maga- 
zine, if it fails to meet its projected 
advertising space budget, can cur- 
tail its number of pages. A tele- 
vision network, sold or unsold, must 
“program its prime viewing hours. 
And it must alone underwrite the 
heavy costs of. non-sponsored 
snows 

“Yet, there is surely no cause for 
hysteria because a few facts about 
unsponsored time and late selling 
find their way into print. We should 
be a mature enough medium to 
analyze our problems calmly with- 
out hitting out in 10 different di- 
rections. The Times figures on un- 
sold evening hours on all networks 
were, to the best of my knowledge 
correct. NBC could have attempted 
to counter these facts, I suppose, 
by pointing to a 100% increase in 
daytime sales over a year ago and 
by mentioning $40,000,000"In orders 
for special programs. But that 


might have made even more ob- 
scure the central fact that the net- 
works possess no magic immunity 
from problems common to all bus!- 
ness in these unsettled times. 
“Since the article appeared, we 
SS 
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have finalized two important night- 
time sales and I anticipate we will 
be in a sold-out nighttime position 
when the fall season begins. | am 
sure that CBS will be also. But the 
fact that our annual sales volume 
will be higher than a year ago does 
not in any sense lessen the need 
for realization of our true role as 
a part of the American business 
economy, accepting in equal meas- 
ure the problems and the rewards 
of that economy. The Times article 
contributed to that realization. 

“I think a realistic appraisal of 
television today might take this 
abbreviated form: 

“Good overall economic health; 
problems arising from inflationary 
aspects of economy common to all 
businesses; selling market tough, 
somewhat spotty, but picking up 
hopefully. Needed more shoe 
leather, less talk about inflated 
income.” 


While Sullivan, Allen 
Squabble, Patterson 





Cuffoes Today’ Shot 


Ed Sullivan paid top tv dollar 
($4,000) for the exclusive services 
of Floyd Patterson, after indulging 
in a squabble with his Sunday 
night rival aver the heavyweight 
champ’s allegiance, and what hap- 
pens? 
Patterson absolutely no coin at all, 
persuaded him to make an appear- 
ance the morning after he retained 
the crown by TKO’ing Hurricane 
Jackson. 

Cliff Evans, sports reporter for 
“Today” on NBC-TV, got Patter- 
son and his wife to drive up to the 
network studios in their car, stop 
and earry on a conversation with 
the telecaster. One hitch was the 
daytime show could only carry Pat- 
terson's picture and not his voice, 
because of the exclusive Sullivan 
contract. 

The CBS-TV variety show emcee 
had Patterson appear last Sunday 
(4), nearly a week after the Evans 
exposure. At the announcement of 
the $4,000 one-shot contract, Alien 
on NBC-TYV claimed that he had a 
verbal agreement with Patterson, 
made with the fighter three weeks 
before the Jackson fight, that he'd 
appear on Allen's own Sunday 
show win or lose. 


ABC Radio Ups Two 





Two men have been upped in| 
the American Broadcasting Net- 


work program department. William 
D. Hamilton, eastern program 
manager of the radio network since 
1954, was tapped as national pro- 
gram director, directly under pro- 
gram veep Stephen B. Labunski. 

Drex es, a network producer- 
director, was named assistant na- 
tional program director. 





Cleveland — July was “baby 
month” at WJW with births an- 
nounced by the families of Rich 
Riechenback, John Roach, Chuck 
Lorius, Tom Carson, Jerry Kowal- 
ski, Bob Forster and Marge Schnei- 
der. The total of seven babies 
will be augmented by four more— 
Chuck Ranaldo, Joe Marinko, Ted 
Anthony and Guy Ewing. 
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Glucksman Resigns 
| NBC Berth, Joins York 
Prod. on Lewis TV’ers 


Ernest D. Glucksman has ten- 
| dered his resignation to NBC afier 
|a seven-year term as a producer, 
effective immediately, to head up 
\the tv department of Jerry Lewis’ 
| York Pictures Corp. In addition to 
| producing the Jerry Lewis person- 
jal shows Glucksman will seek 
{properties to develop for film tv 
|series to be produced under the 
| York banner. 
| Two such properties are now be- 
ing readied for fall production on 
NBC. Glucksman produced more 
ithan 100 top comedies and specta- 
leulars including Martin & Lewis 
| shows, the Donald O’Connor shows 
}and Chevy shows. 


‘Alvin Cooperman In 





NBC Bowout, Joins Jaffe’ 


s | work, since news is considered of 
quitting as | 


Alvin Cooperman, 
director of NBC nighttime pro- 
gramming, becomes a production 
exec with Henry Jaffe Enterprises. 
| Cooperman leaves immediately for 
the Coast for production of the 
Shirley Temple fairy tale video 
| stanzas. 
| Cooperman started in tv in 1951 
jin production on NBC-TV’s Milton 
Berle Tuesday night show. Later, 
| after a stint with the network’s 





is relative’—if an electronic sys- 
tem “can get people to understand 
the true dimensions of radio.” 
(Nielsen, it is reported, has been 
willing to make some kind of out- 
of-home measurement available for 
increases in payments from sub- 
scribers. ) 

Culligan is buying Nielsen again, 
he said, because it was the only 
major service available. 


Continued from page 4 Game 


national-international analysis 
with their own local news coverage. 

Future of the ABN policy of us- 
ing a variety of different commen- 
tators across the regular schedule 
in order to give a balance of polit- 
ical and philosophical views is also 
under scrutiny, it was learned. 
What may happen is that the sev- 
eral analysts now in ABN employ 
will rotate on the shorter hourly 
feeds. 

There may simply be an expan- 
sion of news time by the radio net- 














fundamental importance in radio, 


TvB 
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on Nielsen for the two March 
periods, came during a period of a 
decided upswing in radio revenue. 
Until now, the organization levelled 


|color shows, he started work in '54 | its guns chiefly at newspapers. 


jon “Wide Wide World.” 
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for its o&o’s, has added WAAM-TY, 
Baltimore, its newest station, to the 
EB roster. Also coming in for the 
library are KING-TV, Seattle, and 
KGW-TV, Portland, Ore., both op- 
erated by the KING Broadcating 
Corp. Other stations making the 
library deal include WISN-TV, Mil- 
waukee; KHVH, Hawaii; WTAR- 
TV, Norfolk, Va., and WTIC, new 
| Hartford, Conn., station. 
| Full library deals have been 
made in about 25 markets, with the 
remaining of the 48 markets taking 
less than the 700 titles. With the 
new station buys, Richard Carlton, 
Trans-Lux sales v.p., estimated that 
by September there will be approx- 
imately 100 programs utilizing EB 
| films being telecast in the U. S. 
daily or weekly. 

Speaking about future growth 


| 


for Trans-Lux, topper Richard 
Brandt said Trans-Lux is dickering 
for a syndicated property and is 


assembling a feature film package 
for tv distribution. 


Frisco AFTRA 
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programming, presenting the shows 
minority viewers are interested in, 
creating wider sports coverage, 
and eliminating commercials . . .?” 

Letter, over signature of exec 
secretary Bruce Poyer, went to city 
officials of Frisco, Oakland, Berke- 
ley, Richmond, Alameda, San Lean- 
dro, Vallejo, Daly City, Burlingame, 
San Mateo, Redwood City, Palo 
Alto, Santa Clara, San Jose, San 
Rafael, Santa Rosa and Napa, Total 
| population of these cities, all within 
a 60-mile radius of Frisco, is close 
to three million and all would be 
prime Skiatron targets 


NBC’s Nielsen Pact 
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radios in other than fixed posi- 
tions.” He pointed out too that the 
Nielsen practice of arbitrarily giv- 
ing both NBC and rival CBS the 
same percentage of out-of-home 
+ guged was doing NBC an injus- 
tice. 

“Monitor,” “Bandstand” and 
other NBC programs, according to 
the NBC veep, have a known ap- 
peal among a larger out-of-home 
audience than that for CBS dra- 
matic shows. “Yet,” he charged, 
“both networks are subject to in- 
discriminate application of out-of- 
home percentages by Nielsen with 
no recognition of the editorial con- 
| tent of the networks.” 

Culligan said that it could prove 
worthwhile for a network to pay 
the extra coin—because ‘ “money 








Radio Advertising Bureau, its 


| audio counterpart, contested use of 


March rating reports for the two 


media. RAB maintained that radio 
listening shows a traditional in- 
crease in the late spring and 


throughout the summer because of 
the large out-of-home listenership. 
RAB, reached at deadline, was un- 
able, to dispute the March analysis. 

TvB, in the report, said that in 
the ayem radio drew 12.7% fewer 
homes per average minute in 
March, 1957, than in the corres- 
ponding 1956 period. This was a 
drop from 7,100,000 to 6,200,000 
homes. TV, meantime, added 
500,000 to its average minute tally. 
Bureau also reported gains for tv 
and losses for radio elsewhere in 
the program day. 


$7,500 Singers 
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upped scales in an already over- 
scaled medium, or the agents, as 
the chief ones to gain, will become 
richer and richer. 

The fact that Dinah Shore has 
agreed to pay $10,000 for the 
McGuire Sisters (others say with 
the right kind of bargaining they 
could have brought in for $7,500) 
doesn’t necessarily represent a 


breach or a violation, since nobody’s | 


involved in any pact on establish- 
ing price ceilings, but nonetheless 
producers feel it’s precisely this 
kind of precedent that could open 
the flood gates and send all the 
good intentions down the drain. 
The price rumblings will be 
heard for some time to come. As 
the booking season progresses it'll 
become more and more of a vexing 
issue unless the networks and pro- 
ducers are successful in maintain- 


ing their ceiling and withstanding | 


the agents’ demands in the pre- 
vailing bullish market. 





Amer. Tobacco Dumps 
Account Group on Its 
New Hit Parade Brand 


American Tobacco Co. dumped 
the entire, account group on its 
Hit Parade brand, forcing agency 
BBDO to make a complete overhaul 
on the filter brand’s account group. 
Major changes in the advertising 
approach of the relatively new 
brand, big in both radio and video 
spot, are expected. 

Company reportedly spent 
$8,000,000 in the last five months 
of 1956 alone to push the cig, 
which, in the same time; sold about 
125,000,000 packs. This means an 
advertising expenditure of over five 
cents a pack and, it’s understood, 
represents about 1,000,000 mew 
smokers for Hit Parade. 

American Tobacco would not 
reply to queries as to why the 
shakeup was precipitated. A BBDO 
source explained that it is custom- 
ary to push a new product with 
more than a normal amount of 
advertising coin. 

Len Carey becomes top of the 
Hit Parade account group as 
“management supervisor.” Steve 
Bell was formerly account super- 
visor. He's being replaced by 
Elliott Plowe, who will report te 
Carey. Al Cuddiback replaces Bill 
Connor as tv supervisor for Hit 
— Other changes were also 
made. 


Larry Israel Quits 
Mpls. for Balto Job 


Minneapolis, Aug. 6. 

Larry Israel, who only a few 
months ago came on from Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., to take over at KMGM- 
TV here as vice president-general 
manager, has resigned to go to 
WAAM-TV, Westinghouse station 
at Baltimore, Md., in the same ca- 
pacities. Operations manager Dave 
Murray is taking over as acting 
general manager. 

KMGM-TV, one of five Twin 
Cities video stations (including the 
educational KTCA-TV which starts 
broadcasting next month), was ac- 
quired last year by a Pittsburgh 
group that recently sold a sizeable 
interest to Metro. Latter’s oldies 
and other pre-1948 theatre features 
comprise practically all of its pro- 
gramming. Station doesn’t go on 
air until 5 p.m. daily. 








Dallas—Gordon B. McLendon, 
prez of McLendon Investments 
Corp., has purchased KTBS, AM- 
FM, Shreveport, from Newton 
Wray, prez of KTBS, Inc., subject 
to FCC approval. Sales price was 

EVERY DAY 


reported to be $200,000. 
- 
ON EVERY CHANNEL 


¥|\BROOKS 
3 COSTUMES 


3 West bist $t., N.Y.C.>Tel. PL. 7-5800 
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WHAT IS IT? 


We don’t know. Couldn't care less. 


But we do know that if you ad- 
vertise it on KSTP-TV you can 
sell it . .. and plenty more like it. 

The Northwest's first TV sta- 
tion, KSTP-TV effectively and 
economically sells a market of 
615,000 TV families and $ Four 
BILLION in spendable income. 


KSTP_-TVmd5) 


MINNEAPOLIS-ST.PAUL Basic NBC Affiliate 
“The Northwest. Loading Station” 


EDWARD PETRY & COMPANY Ine MANONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
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SUCCESSFUL 


EXPERIMENT IN 
SPRINGFIELD 
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One April weekend, Warner Bros.’ ‘‘The Story of Louis 
Pasteur,’’ with Paul Muni, was slated twice on WWLP, 
Springfield, Mass. Same program... same station... 
Saturday at 11 P.M., and again on Sunday at 2 P.M. 


Results? On Saturday night the Academy Award 
winning Warner Bros. feature had a 30.5 Pulse, with 
a 63% share of audience—highest rating ever for a 
feature film in the time period. Sunday? A 15.0 rating— 
with 56% share of audience—again, the highest ever 
for a feature film in the Sunday afternoon period. 


Springfield audiences give dramatic evidence of the 
great pulling power of Warner Bros. features. To put 
them to work in your 
area, write or phone: 

& & 


Distributors for Associated Artists 
$45 Madison Ave., MUrray Hill @-2323 
76 E. Wacker br., DEarborn 2-2030 
1511 Bryan St., Riverside 7-8553 

9110 Sunset Blvd., CRestview 6-5886 LOS ANGELES 
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tore? 


TV-Radio Production Centres 





shifted to other floors, . Kraft has picked up three more five-minute | 
Mutual news shows. .. Ex light-heavyweight champ Tommy Loughran, | 
now a Wall Street broker, in an article in Parade Magazine tossed | 
verbal punches at Red Skelton, Jackie Gleason, Peter Lind Hayes and | 


NBC's Radio Story: 


+ 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Sandra Nemser, reporter-researcher for CBS Radio’s “Update,” back 
from Mexico City, where she witnessed the earthquake . . . Betty Ann 
Grove vacationing from television to do “Finian’s Rainbow” at Beverly, 
Mass... . Tomi Romer eschewing tv for a couple of weeks for a book- 
ing at the Starlight Theatre, Pawling, N.Y... . Jessica Janes cast in 
the current Phileo tourer, “Philco’s Valentine” ... Bennye Gatteys, 





tOeeeeee 


who did a rock 'n’ roll teenager part on “Studio One” a couple of | 
weeks ago, pulls a real switch by starring in “Romeo and Juliet” at | 


the Fair Park Arena Theatre in Dallas Aug. 1 
for her too. . 

Marion Young Taylor, known to radio audiences as Martha Deane, 
celebrated her 16th year in broadcasting this week . .. Charles E. (Ned) | 
Midgley Jr., manager of the media department, has been elected a v.p. 
of Ted Bates. Midgely joined the agency in 1950 after having be 
with CBS for nine years as sales service manager ... Studs Terkel, | 
radio and tv personality of Chicago, now conducting a jazz and folk | 
music program on WFMT, has penned a book “Giants of Jazz,” which 
will be published next month by Thomas Y. Crowell Co. . . . Edward | 
King has been named staff director at the Metropolitan Educational | 
Television Assn. His first assignment will be to direct “The Living 
Blackboard,” daily educational series to be presented beginning in | 
September over WPIX ... “Television for Children” booklet reviewed | 
elsewhere in the present issue will be distributed gratis to all tv stations 
via NABTB prexy Hareld Fellows, ex-Bostorian as was Selomon Agoos 
by whose bequest some $15,000 a year is available for projects of the 
Foundation for Character Education. Ralph Garry of Bostor U. School 
of Education prepared the booklet ... When Ed Wolf’s hardy perennial 
serial, “Hilltop House” went off the air suddenly coauthor Lynn Stone 
was in Paris. Last week when the serial was again cancelled co-author 
Addie Richton was in Bermuda. C’est la video . . . Having turned over 
his new stage play to his agent, Elwood C. (Bill) Hoffman is resuming 
television script-writipg after a lull. 

Actress Martha Greenhouse is appearing on the Westinghouse Sum- 
mer Theatre Monday (12) on heels of a role on a recent U.S. Steel 
show ... The 20th floor of the Mutual building is being completely 
taken over by the net, with WOR, WOR-TV, and RKO Teleradio offices 


ALL TEN Troy WIRY Sale 


1-25. It’s a visit home| 








THE Bri 00 

oF Brings $1,400,000 
Albany, Aug. 6. 

WTRY, in Troy, which hit the) 

jackpot ‘with a music and news for-| 

mat following its purchase in 1955) 

PLUS by a New England group of which | 


Ken Cooper and Mowry Lowe were | 
the moving spirits, has been sold 





en | ty, 


Rocky Graziano for creating impression that all fighters are punch- 
drunk stumblebums and are an object of funny ridicule .. . Know 
where Radio City is situated at 42d & Broadway? That's in Wichita 1, 





“the pioneer voice of Kansas.” 

Mutual's “Reporters’ Roundup” celebrates its seventh birthday Mon- 
| day (12) by having Senator Estes Kefauver of Tennessee as its guest 
|. . . John Wingate interviews singer Elia Logan on WABD’s “Night 
| Beat” tonight (Wed.). .. WLIB, after giving Southern Senators a 15- 
|minute block of time to answer proponents of civil rights legislation 
last Wednesday (31), replied with a station editorial favoring the Ad- 
ministration sponsored Civil Rights Bill . . . Lee Meriweather, Miss 
America 1955, subs for WCBS-TV weather gal Carol Reed for a fort- 


| 
| 





| night beginning Aug. 19 when latter vacations . . . Suffering a severe 


| burn on his arms in a summer stock accident. Ronald Dawson returned 
to New York last week and now steps into “Modern Romances” video 
ast... Batoner Paul Taubman, one of the busier musical directors on 
does 17 half-hour ty shows a week: Once-weekly “Twenty-One,’ 
“High-Low” and three strips, “Tic-Tac-Dough,” “Bride and Groom,’ 
“Edge of Night”... Jese Iturbi guesting on Fleetwood’s WRCA “Music 
Through the Night” Monday (12)... Shari Lewis on week’s vacation 
before starting her new “Hi Mom” WRCA-TV series on Thursday (15). 

Bill Hanrahan and Gene Hamilten vice Al Collins last two week's 
of month while latter rests from his WRCA chores . . . Same station's 
program boss, Steve White, off for three-weeks at Point Lookout .. . 
Walter Matthau, Audrey Christie star in Aug. 11 “Alcoa Hour,” play 
by John Whedon called “Trouble ‘with Women” . , . Joseph Bambara 
becomes veep of electronics systems for CBS Labs . . . Michael Strong 
into upcoming femme lead on “Matinee Theatre” .. . “Suspicion” pro- 
ducer Mert Abrahams lined up a Sarett Rudiley adaptation of Gore 
Vidal’s “Judgment of Paris,” another adaptation, by Jeseph Schrank 
from R. C. Sheriff’s “Home at 7,” and an adaptation by Lee Davis of a 
short story, “The Unstoppable Man”... WNJR sports chief Jocke Max- 
well returns to his local slot Aug. 20 after vacationing .. . Harriet 
Menken, radie-columnist on the erstwhile New York World and later 
syndicated by Hearst, is quizzing stars, reviewing plays and generally 
chatting things theatrical Mondays over WEVD ... Chick Hearn and 
Jim Gibbons to “commentate” L.A. Times Charity grid game Friday 
(16)... Singer Judy Lynn joined “Big Payoff” regulars this week .. . 
Tom Donovan, “Studio One” staff director, directing Art Carney’s 
rendition of “Harvey” at Ivoryton, Conn., the next three weeks. . . 
Keith Dare, from Katz agency, joins Ameriean Broadcasting Network 
sales . . . Ricarde Montalban into Tex and Jinx tv show today (Wed.) 
.. . Tammy Grimes to play lead in “Kraft Theatre” “Sextuplets” to- 
night (Wed.) . . . Farley Granger stars in “Circle of Fear,” on Kraft 
Wednesday (14), along with Don Dubbins, Lee Remick and Sylvie 
Sidney . . . Daniel Petrie inked to direct CBS-TV Oct. 28 “Prince and 
Pauper” special . . . Monte Lang to announcing staff of WPAC, 
Patchogue, L.I. ... WMGM’s Big Joe Rosenfield celebrates fourth anni 
on “Happiness Exchange” tonight (Wed.). 


IN LONDON... 


The “Dragnet” series notches its hundredth appearance on commer- 
cial tv, Aug. 13 . . .Comedian Max Wall has been inked by Jack Hylton 
for a series of 30-minute shows to be presented by Associated Rediffu- 
sion fortnightly from Sept. 16 . . . Shirley Bassey topped the bill of 
Saturday's (3) Associated TeleVision airing of “Val Parnell's Saturday 


Kans., according to the KFBI letterhead which heralds this indie as | 


2A of the 
TOP 25 


ON 


WSAZ-TV 


. 


In the June 1957 ARB 


survey of the 110 county 


area served by Huntington 
Charleston television . .. 


WSAZ-TV PROGRAMS 
ARE 
WAY OUT IN FRONT 


| Spectacular.” Also on the show was the Duke of Bedford .. . Anthony 

for a reported $1,400,000 to Donald Havelock-Ailen will introduce a selection of pictures entered from all 
W. Kops and Victor W. Knauth, op-| 4.0 the world for the Edinburgh Film Festival on BBC-TV, Aug. 16 
erators of WAVE in New Haeven.|... A new thriller serial based on Erie Ambler’s novel “The Schirmer 
Transaction is subject to FCC ap-| Inheritance,” was networked by Associated TeleVision from ABC- 
TV’s Birmingham studios for the first time on Sat. (3) . . . BBC-TV 
| will air an excerpt from “Silver Wedding,” the comedy starring Evelyfl 
Kops and Knauth made the buy|yave at the Cambridge Theatre, Aug. 12 . . .Luise Rainer offered 
from Tri-City Radio Co. whose|¢ ime lead in BBC-TV production of Tolstoy’s “The Kreutzer Sonata.” 


principals, aside from Cooper and) 
IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Lowe, are Robert T. Engles and C. 
George Taylor. 

Operating for the past year on| [Lou Costello has three more guest shots coming up with Steve Allen 
a 24-hour schedule and via 980) to give him a year’s total of six. He’s soloing now that Bud Abbott is 
kilocycles, WTRY was established | in practical retirement on his ranch . .. Johnny Carson settled his con- 
in 1940 by Col. Harry C. Wilder, of | tract with CBS-fV and will venture on his own. He did two. series for 
Syracuse. It had an ABC affiliation | the web but the writers just couldn't “find” him . .. Freddy Roberto, 
for a time, later was a longtime | one of Europe’s top romantic heavies, settling in Hollywood and letting 
CBS outlet. | Paul Kohnef call the turns . . . Walter Winchell filmed three of his 

As an independent operation, it) “file” shows and has yet to remove his hat . . . Agencies are crowding 
achieved spectacular ratings and) each other to land the radio rights for the Coast games of the Giants 
coined money under the Cooper-| and Dodgers next season . . . Jack Foreman was CBS-TV choice for 
Lowe direction. _ |new post of film production operations manager. His aides will be 

Kops said that “We are very im-| James Starkey and Rebert~O’Neill . . . Mike Wallace was to have 
pressed by the deep roots and/ pitched his ABC-TV show here for two weeks and unaccountably can- 
prominent position WTRY has in) celied. One of his subjécts was to have been Lill St. Cyr, the Coast's 
the lives of the people in Troy,|“Lady Peel”. . . Fred Wile and Pat Weaver headed east after a series 
Albany and Schenectady. We are| of confabs with the Kaiser people in Oakland ... Paul Coates will fol- 


‘Onward & Upward 


| Sponsored hours on NBC Radio 
| are continuing in an upward spiral. 
| Network reported for the first 
| week of July seven-day total of 32 
hours and 25 minutes of paid time 
against CBS’ 25 hours and 48 
| minutes and now has a weekly (end 
|of July-beginning of August) total 
of 37 hours and five minutes op- 
posed to CBS’ 24 hours and 58 
| minutes. 
| New NBC lead over CBS in spon- 
| sored time is 12 hours and seven 
| minutes or 48.5%. More significtnt, 
in measuring the tide of NBC spon- 
, Sorships, is its report that the web 
}is 100% better in sold time than 
| it was exactly a year earlier. 

In January, CBS had 25 hours 
and three minutes of network air- 
time sold, while NBC sold the same 
week 14 hours and 55 minutes. 
From then til now, NBC points 
out, the “competetive swing” in 
sold radio network time has been 
22 hours and 15 minutes in NBC's 
favor. 


—_—— ey 








FREQUENCY | 


There are all kinds, but 
the kind that really stirs 
the heart of Al Terrence 
is the sales frequency 
that boosted his annual 
carpeting sales volume 


committed to maintaining and) 
strengthening these ties.” 

Current policies and staff will be 

1 THE FORD SHOW continued, with emphasis on ‘“com- 

2 THE PERRY COMO munity service,” Kops added. 

SHOW | 


3 YOUR HIT PARADE 1 6 “or 
4 THE LORETTA YOUNG WOLTY’s Hey ’ Look 





Des Moines, Aug. 6. 
SHOW WOLTV, in nearby Ames, had| 
5 THE CHEVY SHOW lost a lot of audience ground when | 
6 THE PEOPLE'S CHOICE the Des Moines NBC and CBS af- 
filiates began, but is now back up 
7 FATHER KNOWS BEST | there in the struggle for first place. 
ALLE The Iowa State College commercial 
s a"? N an@® educational tv station placed | 
five network (ABC) shows in the! 
9 TWENTY ONE Des Moines area top 10 and also| 
10 THIS IS YOUR LIFE five syndicated shows in that cat- 


egory’s top 10 in a special ARB} 
rating for June. 

O came on the air in 1954, 
four years after WOI, and took the 
NBC affiliation in tv. KRNT, in! 
eam became the CBS-TV affiliate 








_Motorola’s 11% Net Hike 
| Chicago, Aug. 6 

| Motorola Inc. reports an 11% 
| geevoese in net earnings for the 
first six months of this year over 
the same period in 1956 First 
half profits totaled $3,409,788, or 
$1.76 a share, this year. Second 
quarter earnings, averaging 66c a 
share, is a company record for the 


nm, 


SILOM TAs suse 
HUNTING TON-CHARLESTON, W. VA. 


W.3B.C. R= 


Atiihated with Rade Stations 
WSAZ. Huntington 6 WKAZ, Charleston 


LAWRENCE 4. ROGERS, PRESIDENT | period. 
Represented by The Katz Agency | Sales for the first half totaled 
' $105,666,759. 





low the news on KTTV with his own commentary and interviews with 
the principals . . . Berne Tabakin named veepee in charge of the west- 
ern division of National Television Associates. 


IN CHICAGO .-.. 


Norman Ross takes over WBKB’s “A.M. In Chicago” on Aug. 12 when 
comic Paul Gray goes back on the cabaret circuit... WTTW’s five-fold 
power boost, to 275,000 watts, slated to be effected on Sept. 3... 
WMAQ'’s Louis Roen narrating “Galerie Vivante,” a program of tableaus 
at Ravinia Park on Aug. 15-17... Eve Kiely and Rebert T. Leng have 
joined Geoffrey Wade ad shop as account exec and tv writer, respec- 
tively, on the Alberto-Culver (VO-5 Hair Dressing) account ... Henry 
T. Sjogren, asst. general manager of the NBC oéco’s here, vacationing 
on the Great Lakes with his family of their 30-foot cutter, the Hula- 
Kai... WBKB shifting Ruth Jamison, Jack Mabley and “Here’s Ger- 
aldine” to earlier time-slots this week to accommodate the ABC net’s 
new “American Bandstand,” Philadelphia origination .. . WBBM-TV’s 
Ray Rayner appearing tonight (Wed.) at Cicero Centennial Celebra- 
tion Teenage Street Dance... Norman Barry to be commentator at a 
fashion show in Evanston, Aug. 29 . . . Bernie Saber, Kling Studios 
musical director, in New York this week for recordings. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


Bill Shaw, KSFO boss, says business is up 53° over a year ago, 


jadmits the Golden West Broadcasters’ Frisco outlet is “one of a half 


dozen” rad ; stations which would like to glom onto the Giants’ broad- 
casts rights when the National League club winds its way westward. 
Big stumbling block, of course, is the price—and the whole big league- 
Skiatron deal is tangled in such a miasma of verbiage that no one can 
yet sit down with pencil and paper and figure out what might be a 
proper price for radio rights. Deal, however, is looking more and more 
solid ... Charley Stern, busy with his new weekly quarter-hour “World 
of Jazz’ on KRON-TV, and his two-hour KGO radio show—the KGO 
show's format now includes live-audience previews of new records, with 
the audience deciding “pop” or “flop,” a la Peter Potter... Y. A. Tittle, 
the grid 49er quarterback, signed for thrice-weekly sportscasts from 
| KYA. KPIX is going all-out on the sixth tv anniversary of Captain 
Fortune (Pete Abbenheim), who'll rate a Chinatown parade, among 
} other things, Aug. 23. 


from $200,000 to $3 mil- 
lion in four short years. 
KTTV’s partin thisgrowth: 
is a matter of record... 
Al's record... 


Ai asks each new cus- 
tomer what brought him 
to the Al Terrence Carpet 
Company, and more than 
two-thirds cite Paul 
Coates’ Confidential 
File and KTTV. 


There's much more to 
the story. Just ask Al 
Terrence... 

Better yet, ask yourKTTV 
sales rep for the full 
KTTV story on frequency, 


- 4 ae ee 
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“AFRICAN QUEEN” 
Starring Humphrey Bogart—in 
the role for which he won the 
: best-actor-of-the-year Oscar in 


“MOULIN ROUGE” 


Stars José Ferrer, Academy 
Award Winner for the best 
motion picture of 


“SUDDENLY” 


Starring Frank Sinatra 

».. the motion picture that 
was cited as one of the 
year’s best in 


° 
“PURPLE PLAIN" 


Starring Gregory Peck, the 
adventure picture that 
won such wide acclaim in 





and more Ciass A films of 

the same calibre... starring, 
among others GARY COOPER, 
JOHN WAYNE, TONY CURTIS, 
GINA LOLLOBRIGIDA, 


| 


movies are hetter. than ever. 


sn WOMUT UY PAG 


Monday Night, September 9th, on 
‘Million Dollar Movie,"” WCAU-TV 
kicks off a series of the greatest 
number of post 1952 pictures 
ever released for television, 

And it’s an exclusive! 


Yes sir! With but ONE exception® 
these films were made in 1952 
OR LATER. 


Included are Oscar-winning films, 
others in which the stars won 
Oscars for their performances, 
and some of Hollywood's most 
: successful box-office hits. 


/ The impact of this sensational 
new series... backed by the 
biggest, most spectacular _ 
promotion ever aimed at the 
vast Philadelphia television. 
audience... is sure to send, 
ratings soaring. 


. The success of advertisers wisé 
enough to buy into this 

: remendous promotion is assured, 

: ut, the time to act is NOW! 

Contact: . 


WCAU-TV ranks first in Philodel- 
phio with syndicated film shows, 

we Among the new arrivals, avoil- 
eble for sponsorship: 


THE GREY GHOST 








CHANNEL 1®. CBS IN PHILADELPHIA HARBOR COMMAND 
Represented by CSS-TV SPOT SALES FRONTIER DOCTOR 
JUNGLE JIM 


*the exception: John Wayne in one of his greatest box-office successes, ‘‘Red River.” 
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Lotsa CBS-TV Specs 
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every time slot. But apart from 
the arithmetical Mmitations in-| 
volved, there's the matter of prod- 


uct conflicts, so that Thursday, for 
ruled out as a spec 
night for any automaker other than 
Chryster, which has the 8:30-9:30 
period tied up with “Climax” and 
“Shower of Stars.” As of the mo- 
ment, the CBS-TV schedule is so 
tight that the web had to let the 


example, is 


four Bell Telephone science spe- 
cials move to NBC because room 
couldn't be found in the schedule. 

There's also the. philosophical 


consideration in terms of the the- 
of program continuity. The 
scatier” edule of preemntions 
is a must, since the network be- 
lieves any regular preemption ar- 
rangement hurts the web’s regular 


ore: 


programming. Beyond this, too 
many specs, even on a_ scatter 
basis, cou'd be harmful. Final 
point, related to the basic one of 
quality, is the fact that CBS itself 


will produce only five of this sea- 
son's lineup, with the web's pro- 
gramming operation firmly believ- 
ing that a property has to be really 
extraordinary to rate as a spec- 
tacular, 

With these cautions, the network 
stil! has an alltime high at hand, 
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FREQUENCY 


There are all kinds, but 
the kind that really stirs 
the heart of Al Terrence 
is the sales frequency 
that boosted his annual 
carpeting sales volume 
from $200,000 to $3 mil- 
lion in four short years. 


KTTV's partin this growth 
is a matter of record... 
Al's record... 


Al asks each new cus- 
tomer what brought him 
to the Al Terrence Carpet 
Company, and more than 
two-thirds cite Paul 
Coates’ Confidential 
File and KTTV. 


There's much more to 
the story. Just ask Al 
Terrence... 


Better yet, ask your KTTV 
sales rep for the full 
KTTV story on frequency, . 
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Continued from page 25 


4) Period. 








comprising 10 90-minute duPont 
specials (four to be produced by 
the network); five 60-minute Lu- 
cille Ball-Desi Arnaz specs for 
Ford (which Desilu will produce 
five Lowell Thomas hour specials 
for Delco and United Motors; a re- 
peat Christmas-time showing of 
“Wizard of Oz,” still unsold; the 
Bing Crosby-Frank Sinatra spec fot 
Edsel; and a 90-minute Leland 
Hayward year-end 90-minuter to be 
| produced by the web and not yet 
'sponsored. Besides these, Pruden- 
tial will do four one-hour specials 
in its “Twentieth Century” Sunday 
series, preempting two half-hours 
on either side of its 6:30 period; 
and Monsanto Chemical will spon- 
sor four “Conquest” one-hour 
science specials in the Sunday 5 to 
6 period. 

Hylan points out that there's no 
money to be made from the specs 
another key factor in the basic 
ground rule that the show has to be 
better than those it replaces. Cer- 
tainly there’s no money to be made 
from production, even in the five 
shows the network itself produces. 
As for time, the spec charge just 
| about balances out against the coin 
lost from preemptions. A 90-min- 
ute spec sponsor is charged 160° 
| of the hour rate, vs. a total of 180 
for the three half-hour sponsors 
preempted. But the half-hour 
sponsors have discounts, so that if 
the spec advertiser is truly a one- 
shotter the web may make a little 
cases, the spec advertiser has other 
money. If, as in most of the 
exposure on the web, he’s discount- 
ed on the spec charges and the 
revenue is just about balanced by 
the loss due to preemptions. 


and non-rating weeks, telefilm se- 
lries on the whole remain fairly 
| stable ratingwise, although ratings 
of many telefilms, especially in the 
| New York market, with WCBS and 
WRCA playing dominant roles, 
being below those achieved by 
features, even during non-rating 
weeks. 











FGG—Pay-TV 


Continued from page 24 joa 





———_—— 
influence the Commission's decision 
with respect to on-the-air tollvision 
is a question being suggested here 
more and more frequently as time 
for the Bartlesville, Okla., closed 
circuit operation of “Telemovies” 
approaches. Some of the parties in 
the subscription proceedings have 
insisted that the Bartlesville and 
similar developments will supply 
most of the information the Com- 
mission needs to decide whether 
subscription should be authorized 
and that tests therefore are unnec- 
essary. CBS has urged the Commis- 
sion to forego subscription at least 
until it can evaluate developments 
in wire. 

he Bartlesville project is due to 
begin before the Commission’s 


> 








‘TV Followup Commen 


| Z_s Continned from page 34 


former is 
doing. 


elsewhere engaged in 
Apart from the routine 


plugging the title singer did for | 


| his own RCA platters, there were 
' Joey Adams with a long, though 
not unfunny, plug for his tome, 
| “Cindy and 1”; Elaine Malbin, 
| through a corporate tieup, for the 
|} travelling NBC Opera; 
marie, the onetime child star, push- 
ing her new Mercury disk, “Chena- 
luna Rock 'n’ Roll,” which turned 
out to be a cosi cosa arrangement 
of what was once a nice sentimen- 
tal song. 
| The one time in the course of 
the 8 to 9 p.m. course when a 
| larger-than-life produetion num- 
ber would have helped was in the 
appearance of pianist Frankie 
Carle. Carle, pleasant in two num- 
bers, was left almost entirely to his 
own devices as a tv performer. 
| Nothing, either original or divert- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ling, was added visually to help 
| the sound 
| Teamed again with Adams was 


| Al Kelly. The standup comedian 
|and the double-talker were en- 

tertaining, even with some of nit- 
| ery circuit’s oldest jokes. Soprano 


Rose- | 


| 
| 


' Ted Husing Back In 


Active Service, Signs 
To Cover CBS Sports 


Ted Husing is returning to the 
active list. The veteran radio 
sportsgabber and disk jockey was 
given a contract ty CBS this week 
to broadcast special color on net- 
work sports coverage. 

Husing, who in 1956 was oper. 
ated on for brain tumor, will most- 
ly work for CBS Radio, doing back- 
ground on all sports, though the 
contract is with both CBS Radio 
and CBS-TV so it is held possible 
he will eventually do tv shows as 
well. 

Eyesight of the 55-year-old 
broadcaster, almost completely de- 
stroyed after the operation, has im- 
proved, network said. Belief was 
held by the web that Husing may 
eventually return to doing play- 
by*play. His first assignment has 
not been picked. 

Husing, who is still in Pasadena, 


|Sept. 17 meeting. By that time, | Maibin, one of the more photogenic | Cal., where he has been recuperat- 
also, the projected moves of the |femmes of the genre, did okay | ing, was guest of honor at a testi- 


Brooklyn Dodgers to Los Angeles 
and the New York Giants to San 
Francisco should be firmed up and 


| with “Un Bel Di.” 


ling show; values were generally 


On the whole, this was a reward-| was given 


It 
the, N.Y. Sports 
Pact with Hus- 


monial dinner last February. 
by 
Broadcasters Assn. 


the agreements between the club/on a par with those of Como dur-|jng is understood to have been 


owners and Matty Fox of Skiatron 
TV Ine. to televise the games next 
season on closed circuit subscrip- 
tion should be taken out of “es- 
crow.” What effect this may have 
on Commission thinking only time 
will tell. 





Foreign TV Reviews 





—um=m_m Continued from page 344 








Mankowitz 


Continued from page 29 





four great powers in the same part 
of the world and caused the earth 
to tilt from its axis. As a result, 
Great Britain becomes a tropical 
island. The program will discuss 
the effect of this development on 
the accepted British way of life. 
Next will follow a program en- 
titled “White Golliwog,” which, by 
developing the idea of a white mi- 


manner, discuss the color problem. 
Another of the six subjects, “Jer- 
sey Oil,” will be based on the 
assumption that natural reserves of 
oil are discovered in the Channel 
Islands, leading to conflict between 
Britain and France. The Channel 
Isles are, of course, half way be- 
tween the two countries. 

About one-third of each of the 
programs will be pre-filmed ma- 
terial and, in the main, talent 
names will be secondary to edi- 
torial content. That, however, will 


sonalities where justified. 

Other off-beat projects are un- 
der discussion, but so far they're 
all in the talking stage. As in the 
ease of the “Couldn’t Happen” 
series, any additional ventures will 
| coptain the free-hand clause. 
| 
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| considered fairly good feature 
| nights, the “Late Show” on Fridays 
| scores a high 16.1 during the regu- 
| lar week of June 1 to 7. But what 
| happens to the ratings during the 
non-regular period, when other 
than the top ones are telecast? The 
Friday “Late Show” ratings dip to 


week period and plummet still 
ing is not averaged in, putting the 
ratings at 8.1 for the three week 
An 8.1 rating, though, re- 
|mains pretty good for the off-hour 
| late time period, and its to the 
| credit of the “Late Show” that on 
| Saturday and Sundays the ratings 
show a high degree of consistency, 
| with some 15-minute periods draw- 
ing a higher average four-week rat- 
| ing than the regular one-week 
figure. 

But the see-saw feature rating 
status of the “Late Show” is mark- 
edly evident on Mondays, and: to 
some degree Wednesdays .and 
Thursdays. A similar see-saw sit- 
uation holds true for “Movie Four” 
on Sunday nights on WRCA-TV, 
| and for WPIX’s “Premiere Per- 
| formance” Saturday nights. 
| In contrast to the features, with 
‘their ups and downs during rating 





nority in Britain, will, in an inverse | 


not rule out the use of star per-| 


an average of 10.1 for the four- | 


further when the high regular rat- | 


a we 
hit songs throughout the years, 
with costumes to match. They! 


opened with “Don’t Go Down the 
Mine Daddy,” and followed up 
with “My Baby Don’t Love Me No 
More,” “If I Had a Talking Picture 
of You,” “Roll Out the Barrel,” 
and “Around the World.” The rou- 
tine’s an old one, but was pleas- 
antly performed, with good har- 
|monies, Comedian Arthur Haynes 
is a tv natural ,and can make even 
the corniest gags sound funny. He 
has a warm personality and knows 
how to win an audience. The 
“Strike It Lucky’ item, was con- 
ducted by Carroll Levis, who’s had 
plenty of experience in handling 
this type of show. For the artist 
voted top talent at the end of the 
knock out rounds, there’s a prize 
of $2,800. It’s a pleasing spot in 
the program but does not compare 
with “Beat the Clock,” as the final 
result is just a show within a show. 
The Gimma Boys, high powered 
acro troupe of five boys and a girl, 
gave out with a snappy, exciting 
routine full ef new stunts, and the 
Malcolm Goddard Dancers ably 
executed some good dances. Pro- 
duction was good, with some un- 
usual camera angles also worked 
in. Bary. 





CONFIDENZE MUSICALI 
With Teddy Reno, guests 
Director: Antonello Falqui 
20 Mins., Mon., 9:15 p.m. 
RAI-TV from Rome 

Leisurely paced show has been 
rapidly gaining in popularity since 
its recent start, with Teddy Reno’s 
easygoing manner a welcome 
change from the usually more 
frantic European emceeing norm. 
Star has had stateside nitery ex- 
perience, which shows, and thus is 
able to round out his excellent 
| voice—which he projects like a na- 
tive in several languages—with an 
ingratiating hosting stint. His new 
“Italian Calypso” rendering looks 
a likely trend-setting winner here. 

Show allows for several songs, 
properly varied among Italo pops 
and foreign, including new state- 
side tunes, plus one or two weekly 
guest stars. Show caught spot- 
lighted Kim Novak during her 
Rome visit, and she turnéd out to 
| be one of the most decorative per- 
sons seen on local video in some 
| time, projecting well on the per- 
| sonality side as well, even as trans- 
|lated by the multi-lingual Reno. 
| Hollywood choreographer Hermes 
| Pan appeared with her, adding to 
}a favorable impression of the 
| Yank-Italian axis here. 
| Of all the Yank-inspired local 
| teleshows, even including the vari- 
ous quizzes, ete., Teddy Reno’s 20- 
minute stanza is undoubtedly, be- 
cause of the showbiz savvy which 
{shines through, the closest to the 
| stateside manner. Reno himself is 
ready for American stage nitery 
or television work any day—or as 
soon as he can free himself from 
his many local commitments. 
| Hawk. 


jing the winter. Rounding out the 


lseene were The Maxwells, two 
lreally terrific vaude acrobats 
whose muscles are helped no end 
by their funny slow-motion style. 
| Art. 
Ed Sullivan Show 

The vaudeo layout last Sunday 
| (4), with Dan Dailey subbing for 
| the second and final week for vaca- 
| tioning Ed Sullivan, failed to regis- 
| ter a sustaining impact. Individual- 
lly some of the acts came off very 
|well, but overall impression left 
something to be desired. 

Pace wasn't helped by some of 
the headliners. Heavyweight cham- 
pion Patterson who came on stage 
was inarticulate. His talents ap- 
parently are strictly ringside. But 
his bow and that ef other sports 
figures, including Cleveland pitcher 
Herb Score, probably met the look- 
see demands of the fans. Also on 
hand were Ted Williams, with a 
pitch for the Jimmy Fund chil- 
dren’s cancer campaign, referee 
Rube Goldstein and the defeated 
heavyweight contender Hurricane 
Jackson. Another headliner was 
Venetia Stevenson, voted by Popu- 
lar Photography mag as the most 
photogenic girl in the world. Her’s 
was just a chitchat bit. 

After watching subbing Dan 
Dailey for two weeks, conviction is 
strengthened that he’s a good song 
and dance man for tv. Two of his 
numbers, the opening “You Were 
Meant for Me” and the closing 
“Tea for Two” were good video 
fare, somewhat on the old fash- 
ioned side, but entertaining nos- 
talgia. As emcee, he would 
better if he would not plead so 
vigorously for mitting. 

The Kirby Stone Four lent some 
humor with their singing and 
shenanningans. Jay Lawrence 
showed himself to be a comedian 
with style and cleverness in his 
fight number. For the teenagers, 
disk favs Frankie Lyman and the 
Everly Bros. performed ably. High- 
brows. were treated to an operatic 
seore by Cesare Valletti. Chieato 
& Johnson were winning and grace- 
ful in their acrobatic stint. The 
All-American Chorus from: Denver 
lacked the zip to sustain them 
through their medley of tunes. 

Horo. 
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fcGall says these are still “in ne- 

gotiation.” Renewed this fall for 
CBC-TV coverage are “Cross-Can- 
ada Hit Parade;” “Juliette,” sing- 
ing star series; “CBC Folio,” a 
drama series; “Citizen’s Forum,” 
“Junior Magazine,” “Perspective” 
and “The Plouffe Family.” Among 
American weekly programs defin- 
itely returning this fall over the 
CBC-TV network (sometimes with 
Canadian sponsors or American 
tab-grabbers who have Canadian 
headquarters here) are “The Perry 
Como Show,” “Father Knows Best,” 
“Burns & Allen Show,” “December 
Bride,” “You Are There” and 
“Stories of John Nesbitt.” 





Atlanta — Holt Gewinner Jr., 
after two years as media director 
for Day, Harris, Hargrett & Wein- 
stein here, returns to WSB Radio 
as national sales promotion direc- 
tor. He first joined station in radio 
sales in 1951. 





r 





made through CBS Radio's execu- 
tive sports producer James Dolan. 











CHERCHEZ 
LA FAMILY 
BUYER, 
SHE OFFERS 
YOU A LOVELY 
SALES CURVE 
ON KOIN-TV, 
PORTLAND. ORE. 
EXCLUSIVE 30- 
COUNTY COVER- 
AGE... RATINGS * 
you wish 
EVERYBODY HAD, 


The boys from 
CBS-TV Spot Soles 
have her vital 
stotistics in their 
little black book. 
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To those stations selected 

by Life Magazine for 

inclusion in “Radio’s New Riches”— 
July 22, 1957 issue — and to all 
other stations whose 

imagination and showmanship 
have created anew and © 
powerful era in radio. 


WHDH is proud to have 
its vitality recognized — 

a vitality it intends to 
continue injecting into all 
its future operations. 
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42 MUSIC Wednesday, August 7, 1957 
Goody's Album Bestsell 
Jocks, Jukes and Disk Apaccaiapeeien 
oc S, U es an is S (Compiled by Sam Goedy’s, leading New York disk retailer 
whose global mail order operation reflects not only the national 
By MIKE GROSS market, but internationally), 
Les Paul - Mary Ford: (Capitol).| features Murray Arnold's piano in Artist Title Label 
“STROLLIN’ BLUES” (Mont-|/a chile tempo. 
claret) is a nifty rhythmic blues) Eileen Barton: (Epic). “GOOD- yy ™ terete jo nt Seon 
item that should bring Les Paul! NIGHT MY LOVE” (Robbins*) will 3. ye ae Werla 60 hese Sees Deer 
& Mary Ford back into bestseller| get a new spinning ride because of ri Pelly Berse y' Sante Gis Beeman Cal sabi 
prominence. “I DON’T WANT | Eileen Barton's appealing updated : — 2 — Orlainal 7 s 4 pe ee 
YOU NO MORE” (Iris-Trojan*) treatment. “EVERYBODY'S "y — s ~ oe nat meoul Lao mei pan ae a 
has a pleasing folk ballad quality} BUDDY” (Knollwood*) has _ the . Harry — on 2 — Ney Ah afon ; ctor . 
that'll attract plenty of attention. | musical pep that the thrush han- 4 — — tee > © 0 ay oe 
Micki Marlo: (ABC-Paramount),) dies so beeen J 9. Nat King Cole Love Is The Thing Capitol 
“WHAT YOU'VE DONE TO ME”) Nick Noble: (Mercury). “MOON- 18. Th Pinte Valuene $ ‘aon ~ 
(Gilt) is fashioned in the rockabil-/ LIGHT SWIM” (Hill & Range*), i nie Fi a aid be A y, reury 
ly groove for solid spinning a lighthearted seasonal song which 1. Ella Fitzgera = es " a - 
chances. Micki Marlo’s swinging should attract the deejay spins. | 12, Sammy Davis Jr. > me 4m oe ou ca 
style gets an important assist from, “LUCY LOU” (Abbottt), a modern | 13. Sarah Vaughan Sings Gershwin Mercury 
Paul Anka’s vocal collaboration.|tempoed version of the “Frere 14. The Weavers At Carnegie Hall Vanguard 
“THAT'S RIGHT” (Weiss & Barry,' Jacques” melodic line. : 15. Tommy Sands Steady Date Capitol 
Piameot) is a swinging item with a|__Leny Eversong: (Coral). “AU- 16. Shelly Manne My Fair Lady Contemporary 
vibrant vocal. ~ _.|TUMN CONCERTO” (Symphony LAWRENCE WELK 17. New Girl In Town Original Cast RCA Victor 
Rosemary Clooney (Columbia): House*), an impressive ballad And His CHAMPAGNE MUSIC | 18. Eydie Gorme Eydie Gorme ABC-Paramount 
“YOU CAN'T LOSE THE BLUES heightened by Leny Eversong’s ‘si Ganaientien Near | 19. Li'l Abner Original Cast Columbia 
WITH COLORS” (Berlin*), a new power-packed pipes. “ST. LOUIS Dodge Dancing Party | 20. Lester Lanin Dance To The Music Epic 
Irving Berlin ballad with a solid: BLU&S” (Handy Bros.*), a worth- Aanc-TV—Sat. 9-10 P.M. EST. | 











oe For Dodge Dealers of America 
Top Tunes and New Talent | 
ABC-TV Mon. 9:30-10:30 pm, E.S.T. 
Dodge and Plymouth 
Coral Records 
Thesaurus Transcriptions 


Best Bets 


| Album Reviews 


























LES PAUL-MARY FORD ........ STROLLIN’ BLUES - ' — 
(CPE ba kudehis s+ scedac ° I Don’t Want You No More am 4 Johnny Mathis: “Wonderful, Stepped Out of A Dream” from 
MICK! MARLO > eee WHAT YOU'VE DONE TO ME | British Pop Reviews | Wonderful” (Columbia). Johnny | Metro's ‘ Ziegield | ae ee 
éf -Paramoun eovrrers rats tqni : -I-S-S-I-S- -P-P-]? 
. 7 OMny on “ A Mathis came to the disk front this|* . ; 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY ....... YOU CAN’T LOSE THE BLt ES — | year with his slice of “Wonderful, | = aacgageee 4 red, — 
(Columbia) TI ag — Johnny Worth (Columbia): Wonderful.” Although the — “Follies” of that or There's 
OLUMODIG) ..ccccrccesccces rat's How It Is Sites fone : : . "| § : 
Y Tt “LETS GO” (B. F. Wood) is one | ‘80’t included in this package. ©) plenty of savvy in the Bill Snyder 


RITA BAe ocrdcceeces . SLEEPY SUNDAY AFTERNOON ; . 2 Js one’ an apt title. Mathis is a careful 
out of the big beat locker, with crooner who gets the most out of 


(COGOREE)  wcceseccccs I Told a Stranger 





SUE RAINEY ............ THE CARELESS YEARS —*!2Ser's virile vocalizing set off by jie values. He belts a slick 
(Capitol) .. What's the Good Word. Mr. Bluetird bs oe eee ae. rhythm beat aiinsen® Ro Hh 
——= shows Worth throbbing a la John- eel ae the right saan 

beat in the contemporary groove! while addition to the long string "ie Ray, but with enough of his with such nifty ballads as “All 


own style to make him a good pros- Throuzh the Night” and “In the 
pect. ae a ; sani ” 
Hilton (HMV): “THE Wee Small Hours in the Evening. 


Ronnie 
(‘S Valle MIRACLE OF LOVE” (Berry) fr Sammy Davis Jr.-Carmen Mc- 
un Valley IIRACLE OF LOVE” (Berry) from “Boy Meets Girl” 


{nifty vocal combo treatment of an the film “Miracle in Soho,” is so- | Rae: p, » Davis — 
‘appealing ballad. “OUT OF MY so. Despite Hilton's customary Pairing of Sammy, Davis Jr. an 


and interesting lyric idea, makes of interpretations of this classic 
topflight material for Rosemary The Jones 
Clooney. Could go all the way. “GOOD NIGHT” 
“THAT'S HOW IT IS” (Roger*) is " 
a neat rhythm ballad. 


Boys:  (Libert 


Rita Raines: (Cadence).| DREAMS” (Williamson*), a de- topnotch performance. ““WON-| Carmen McRae adds up to a disk 
“SLEEPY SUNDAY AFTER- lightful reading of the Rodgers & |DERFUL. WONDERFUL” (Leeds) | delight They work Comptes — 
NOON” (Stereo*), a cute item) Hammerstein tune out of “Okla- Suffers from over-relaxed perform-| €ase¢ and charm packing plenty . 
which Rita Raines builds into a homa.” ances by singer and orchestra. exuberance and spirit en route. 


Disk kicks off in high gear with 


payoff potential on all spinning) Herb Jeffries: (RCA Victor Duchess of Bedford ‘HMY): : 
poss n| Herb — zo tor). “fUCK’S T i rou” “Happy to Make Your Acquaint- 
levels. “I TOLD A STRANGER” «cweey LETLANI” (Joy*) sets sg XJ 9 COVE” (Chaprell) 'ance,” from Frank Loesser’s “Most 


‘Harper Houset) gives the thrush | perh Je 
a ballad showcasing for fair results. | along the Hawaiian music come- 
Sue Rainey: (Capitol). “THE back trail. “SING TO ME” fivp*) 
CARELESS YEARS” (Daywin*) is| has Jeffries swinging out with an 
a slow and oe effective | okay beat for juke tastes. 
ballad that should come through , : ™ 
for a big spinning play. “WHAT'S | — Seeing pk 
THE GOOD WORD, MR. BLUE-' cRy” (Bourne*) showcases a fine 
BIRD” (Bourne*), a rockin’ treat-| harmony style on a ballad with a 
ment of the evergreen. idistinetive rhythm beat. “YOU 
Jo Stafford-Vie Damone: (Colum-| NAME IT” (Hallmark*) is an okay 
bia). “GOOD NITE” (Sun Valley*): ballad effort. 
sets the duo in a pleasing ballad Sam (The Man) Tayler: (MGM) 
setting that they deliver for top “,” TOUCH OF THE BLUES” 
listening appeal “SILENCE IS (Roger*), a solid sax sendoff to an 
GOLDEN” (E. H. Morris*) is. interesting blues item. “TANGAN- 
turned into an attractive shellac) y[KA4” (Demo Recordings*) has a 


ffries in a swinging mood <howeases another in the list of| Happy Fella,” and never lets up. 


titled artists though, this Duchess It’s a solid commercial package. 
is the genuine article. Disk is a| Barbara Lea: “Lea In Love” 
gimmick to garner royalties for (Prestige). Barbara Lea is winning 
old_people’s charity. — |an important niche in the school of 
Michael O'Duffy (Nixa): “SLAT-| jazz canaries and this set will help 
TERY’S MOUNTED FUT” (Keith) her cause. Although the peg for 
Prowse) tells the amusing saga of ‘the package is on the love theme, 
en oy B — pees there’s enough variety and change 
ar 0. , LOME of pace to make it interesting and 
BACK PADDY REILLY” (Keith highly listenable throughout. Some 


Prowse), another piece of tradi- a t 
tional Eirana, is suited to O’Duffy’s | ve ee ere ee tae 


smooth tenor voice. 
.| hands, they become fresh and at- 
Ted Heath Orch (Decca): And as tet othe 


a ~ ” ie, | tractive again. 
en Seen tas familiar items, such as “Will 


g ; ; I Find Love Today?” and “Sleep 
entry by thejr harmony blending. jating style that terpers like to toy pets aoe leas onpeme co awn: Peaceful, Mr. Used To Be.” she 
David Hotston: (RCA Victor). with. “\the other hand, “HEADING| gives them a good start in the al- 
“I'LL: FOLLOW YOU” (Towne*).| Lee Lamar: (Fra). “TEENAGE NORTH” (Good), after a gentle| bum sweepstakes. 
an attractive ballad that gets added pepAl, PUSHERS” (Chadwick*),| Piano intro, is much more in the| Bill Snyder Orch: “The Follies 
values from David Houston's slick an instrumental with a beat for beat bracket. Pip. | Girl” (Decca). In conception this 
balladeering. “THF = TEENAGE juke appeal. “SOPHIA” (Thun- |a show-wise set. The peg is the 
FRANKIE AND JOHNNIE” (Tri- Gerbird*) is a colorful instrumental Richard Maltby orch playing Salt | recapping of hits from the “Zieg- 











nity?), the ‘elassic “Frankie and ¢hat will win over deejay program-| Air Ballroom in Salt Lake City,|feld Follies” from 1907 to ‘27. 
Johnnie” gets a juve peg for juke mers, Aug. 7-17. |(There are two exceptions; “You 
action. 

Karen Chandler: (Decca). “TELL 
ME MORE” (Maple Leaf*), a 


charming rhythm ballad that could 


_ Artery 1) Best Sellers on Coin Machines 





grow nicely on the svinning cir- 
cuit. “MY HEART SINGS” ¢ 
(Leeds*). a fresh handling of the ; nds 
oldie with a rockin’ piano backing Tm fk Ok Be a ee re Billy Williams ......... - Coral 
for juke appeal. ° — : 
Martha Gow Harn: (Prev). “JUST 2. IT’S NOT FOR ME TO SAY (3) ...... vadted te} > 05 o> beak Johnny Mathis ...... Columbia 
A CLOSER WALK WITH THEE” 3. TEDDY BEAR (4) Pee ee See ee ee oo ©6Bapis Presley ....cece+ss- Victor 
‘Ardmore*), a gospel grooved item : : ; 
that gets and effective and moving 4. SO RARE (12) .. sav eh ekoaeessesee0dennemenn Jimmy Dorsey ....... Fraternity 
vocal treatment. “BY THE BEND 5. LOVE LETTERS IN THE SAND (11) ...ccccccccecccsccccoe: Pat Boone ....... Gaines Dot 
IN THE RIVER” (G. Schirmer*) {Don Rondo Jubile 
puts the thrush in a western set- 6. WHITE SILVER SANDS (3) .......... eebiorssqes seus ae 4 eee 2 a eld dog 
ting and she builds it for top val- | Dave Gardner ..... ose... Oday 
ues We EE AP Foo x obs ive nesuavads jshesdtcwssewrouverexben Russ Hamilton.......+++¢-Kapp 
Fay Summers: (Port), “HANG- | : 
IN’ AROUND” (Benell*) shows of. Ds. a I a. dso wc eon a ie weveus Sectiche deete es ‘ Debbie Reynolds......+..-Coral 
newcomer Fay Summers in a style | 9. SE ) a . eeecienn ee 
reminiseent of Dinah Washington | eee Bb Gccvccccues reise) teeth . Coasters 
but she’s got enough on her own a se eo Spee Ty Sere Paul Anka oc ctes RCPer. 
to come up strong. “I CAN SEE) Se d C 
THROUGH YOU* (Benell*) points 
up her effective rockin’ ballad con roup 
technique. ‘ rm 
Chris Hamilton: (London). $ AROUND THE WORLD .................... Gc xeKGEER » 0 +0 sc; | TR RO ono o- See 
“FASCINATION” (Southern*), this | t seetees 
organ workover adds » the grow. | SEND FOR ME ... PE ps | RRR Nat King Cole .........Capitol 
ing list of instrumental versions 0: x ‘ Th 
“Fascination” and should eet a|% 2 LIKE YOUR KIND OF LOVE ............ sdtneiestns tee sesee Andy Williams.........Cadence 
good share of the play. “OPUS|4 WHOLE LOTOF SHAKING .... .......:..- oétnl cbs wen Pe Ne eS SS gene Sun 
NO. 1” (Embassy?) gets another ( Ferlin Huskey Capitol 
hot ride via H ilton’: 1 ‘ ’ ISKOEY ..cccevecs 
het Yeo amilton’s organ solo PREM WMP ccd. oo. Sd. ets Visbeteis ees ry oe : ‘**** ) Jimmy Newman :.+s+ceee.. Dot 
The Cookies: (Josie). “HIPPY-| 2 SHORT, FAT FANNY POP Ma .+,. Larry Williams........Specialty 
DIPPY-DADDY” (P.N.P.+) is a} P 
high flving swinger that'll #0 nlace FR eee deeéetecdedbevers sevvcese Patti Page ......0ec...Mercury 
with the juke trade. “KING OF , rE re 
HEARTS” (Benell*), one of those DE ee, EVE: «os... 8. csecssee Ce ecvccecceseses ov ceesenie P enrhctttaet a ar 
familiarly grooved rock ’n’ roll af- : § Tony Bennett ........ olumbia 
enirtt MIDDLE OF THE ISLAND ....... tseeseeseeessseseusecereset: ) Tonnessee Ernie Ford ...Capitol 
Murray Arnold Quartet: (MGM).) . R 
“MOONLIGHT” (Mills*) is melo- z ot) | PPT EEPPSETEREEEL YS re rrr rs rrr rie FOR? COME a vas eels Epic 
dic and rhythmic and has a good | % (Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks sorig has been in the Top 10] 


chance as an instrumental stepout. | 3 
“MARTINIQUE” (Mills*), this trip | -¢¢¢¢¢¢¢4O4¢4¢6+44¢¢+ +++ 4+¢ oF este ec FPF F Ft FP PF Fort o est tt HFT ttt ott ttt stood 


|execution, too, but the nostalgia 
|could have been played to the hilt 
| with the addition of vocals. 

Ronnie Binge Orch: “Girl Of My 
Dreams” (RCA Victor). Chalk this 
up as another likeable addition to 
| the mood music shelf. As the title 
|} suggests, the tunes are in the 
|dreamy groove, rich, langorous 
| and easy on the ear. Ronnie Binge 
|sets ‘em all up in gentle tempo. 
| The Norman Luboff Choir: 
“Songs of the Sea” (Columbia). 
|The standout choral work of the 
| Norman Luboff Choir gets a hand- 
| some showcasing in this package of 
14 sea-chantys. It should do as 
well commercially as the group’s 
previous “Songs of the West.” The 
same ingredients are in this set. 
It's tasty and harmonious and the 
melodies are classic. Nobody will 
go wrong on this one. 

Lionel Hampton: “Hamp’s Big 
Four” (Verve). The “Big Four” 
here are Lionel Hampton, vibes; 
Oscar Peterson, piano; Ray Brown, 
bass, and Buddy Rich, drums. It’s 
a combo that’s hard to beat and 
it’s swinging jazz at its best. On 
| this “Big Four’s” agenda are “That 
| Old Black Magic,” “Blues For Nor- 
|/man,” “It's A Blue World,” “When 
The Saints Go Marching In” and 
“Midnight Sun.’ 

Alfredo Mendez: “Fiesta For 
Pipe Organ’ (RCA-Victor). A pipe 
organ and a chile beat is the blend- 
| ing here—and it works. For those 
who dig the south-of-the-border 
rhythms, this package will open up 
new avenues for the beat. The 
| Jose-come-lately, also, will be 
|drawn to such items as “Cherry 
Pink,” “Tico Tico,” “Sweet and 
Gentle” because of the stylish way 
Alfredo Mendez pipe organs them 
through. Gros. 


Longhair Reviews 














| Prokofiev: “Peter an The Wolf” 
|(Columbia). This popular work in 
}a new charming version with Cyril 


|Ritchard as narrator. Coupling is 
| another firstrate piece for the bud- 
|ding kiddie highbrows: Benjamin 
| Britten’s “Young Person’s Guide 
To the Orchestra.” 

Carmen Amaya: “Flamenco” 
(Decca). A superlative flamenco 
program by Carmen Amaya’s com- 
pany with guitarist Sabicas fea- 


tured. 

Boston Pops Orchestra: “Hi-Fi 
Fiedler” (RCA Victor). A sparkling 
show of recording technique on 
three familiar works, the suite 
from “Le Coq d'Or”; the overture 
to “William Tell”; and “Marche 
Slave.” 

Carlos Surinach: “Second Sym- 
phony” (MGM). An intense, color- 
ful work by the contemporary 
Spanish composer, Carlos Surinach. 
Another arresting modern Spanish 
work, “Rapsodia Sinfonica,” by 
— Turina, rounds out the 

k 


Roland Hayes: “My Songs” (Van- 
guard). Roland Hayes again dis- 


plays his flawless on a pro- 
gram of ais cde folk 
songs. 

Music of India-Album 2 (Angel). 
More of India’s strange and haunt- 
ing music as played by Ravi Shan- 


kar and others on exotic stringed 
and percussion instruments. 
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SPA, PUBS’ PACT ROW LOOMS 





See ASCAP Cleffers’ Suit Vs. BMI 
Staying Pre-Trial for Year or More 





The $150.000,000 antitrust suit of + 


the 33 ASCAP songsmiths against 
Broadcast Music Inc. and the ma- 
jor networks will remain in the 
pre-trial examination stage at least 
for another year, according to le- 
galities familiar with the case. At 
the present time, lawyers for both 
sides are taking a summer hiatus 
in pre-trial quizzes, but the ques- 
tioning is due to resume some time 
in September. 

In addition to the questioning of 
witness, several important corol- 
lary arguments among various par- 
ties, directly or indireetly involved 
in the suit, are still to be finished 
by Special Master Harold Kennedy 
who has been directing the pre- 
trial procedure. Top outstanding 
issues still to be resolved are the 
petition of BMI to examine all of 
the performance records of 
ASCAP, which is not a party to 
the suit, and, on the other hand, a 
bid by the tunesmith plaintiffs to 
delve into some BMI records which 
the latter thinks is not germane 
to the plaintiffs’ suit. 

But even if all the pre-trial ac- 
tivity were finished this fall, the 
case would then have a consider- 
able wait before coming to actual 
trial. At the present time, the case 
is not even on the Federal Court 
ealendar. Another delaying factor 
in the case is the request of the 
plaintiffs for a jury trial. In view 
of the fact that such a case would 
probably run for some time, the 
assembling of a jury to handle 
such a longterm case might also be 
a problem. 

The case has now been in the 
pre-trial hopper for over three- 
and-a-half years. A spokesman for 
the songwriters’ end of the suit 
stated that there was a possibility 
that the case could come to bat 
within six months or so, by special 
dispensation of the court, if a de- 
cision could be reached on ending 
the pre-trial proceedings. 

Aside from the importance of its 
own implications, the cleffets’ suit 
against BMI and the broadcasters 
is looming as a significant factor 
for the music biz in the current 
negotiations between ASCAP and 
the tv industry. Negotiating com- 
mittee for the tv side has already 
complained in initial talks about 
the suit hanging over their heads 
while discussing a new pact. 





Rockabilly Jimmy Dean 
Due For Big Buildup 
In Pix a la Presley 


Columbia’s a&r topper Mitch 


Platters’ Plaint 

Piracy is the price of suc- 
cess for The Platters, Mercury 
Records’ rock'n'roll combo 
which have had a series of 
worldwide disclicks. In addi- 
tion to numerous imitations of 
The Platters, some of the over- 
seas groups have even as- 
sumed closely patterned bill- 
ing. In the Philippine Islands 
a group calls themselves The 
Splatters, while in Buenos 
Aires, there's a quintet known 
as Los Platinos. The Platters, 
currently playing in South 
America, are known south-o- 
the-border as Los Plateros. 

The combo completes its 
Latin American tour in De- 
cember when they’ll return to 
New York for more Mercury 
sessions and tv guest shots. 








Mercury's ‘5-For-1’ 


WB FIRMS NIX | 
ANY EXTENSION 


Foreshadowing a 
controversy 
publishers and the Songwriters 
Protective Assn. in the upcoming 
negotiations for a new basic agree- 
ment, the Warner Bros. firm, Music 
Publishers Holding Corp., has re-| 
fused to extend its pact with SPA | 
through this year. The SPA pact | 
now in force actually expired at 
the end of 1956, but the cleffers’ | 
organization asked that the pact be | 
renewed for one year. All major | 
publishers okayed the extension 
except for MPHC, embracing such 
firms as Remick, M. Witmark, | 
Harms and Advanced. 

It’s understood that MPHC failed | 
to extend the SPA pact primarily 
because of a provision requiring 
the consent of writers for the usage 
of their songs in tv films. This 
involves the highly important syn- | 
chronization right which would ap- 
ply not only to new tv films, but 
also old pix sold for tv program- 
ming. Several top publishers have 
indicated that they are opposed to 
this clause while SPA is just as 
adamant in retaining it. 

While the Warner Bros. 








firms 





started its “Five for One, Take All 
Plan” to get unwanted 78's of all 
labels off the dealers’ shelves. 


be allowed to return unsaleable 
78s of any and all labels to Mer- 


| cury for 7le credit per record. This 


credit will be applied to the pur- 
chase of Mercury LPs, on a one to 
five basis. For example, if the 
dealer orders $50 worth of Mer- 
cury LPs, he can get a $10 credit 
on old 78s. Offer expires Aug. 31. 
All LP’s purchased on the “Take 
All Plan” will be subject to the 
diskery’s 100% exchange policy. 


ANN FULCHINO BACK 
TO VICTOR PUBLICITY 


Ann Fulchino, RCA Victor pop 
publicist who has been on an ex- 
tended leave of absence due to ill- 
ness, returned to her job this week 
at the N.Y. homeoffice. 

Dierdre Budge, who has been 
filling in for Miss Fulchino, has 
been named. to a new post of ad- 





| have not okayed the pact, the latter 
0 se OC |org claims that MPHC has con- 
|tinued to use the standard SPA 
| agreement, without, however, sub- 


Chicago, Aug. 6. | counter-signature as required. SPA 
Mercury Records last week! prexy Burton Lane has notified 





(Continued on page 50) 





During this month, retailers will ‘Buck Ram in Deals | 


With Latin-Am. Firms 


For Music and Talent. 


Buck Ram, tunesmith and man- 
ager of several rock 'n' roll combos, 
has made a deal for representation 
of his various enterprises in South 
America with two companies. M. 
|S. Brenner’s Ediciones Internation- 
| ales Fermata will be Ram’s affiliate 
in Argentina while M. R. Led- 
bindiger’s Fermato will represent 
him in Brazil. Ram’s companies in- 
clude the Argo and Wildwood 
;music companies and Personality 
Productions. 

Ram is now in the process of 
setting up a U.S. company to ex- 
ploit the Latin material which will 
be available to him on the recipro- 
cal deals. Ram already has a 
management pact with Tito Madi, 
| a top Brazilian crooner who also is 
\3 prominent pop songwriter in that 
| country. Ram, now in Los An- | 








Capitol Sales Zoom 


31% to New Peak 


OF $35,100,000; Net Up to $3,239,000 





deep - going . 
between the major | RIAA to 0.0. Question of 'new peak, Capitol Records’ net in- 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 


With sales skyrocketing to a 


come for’ the fiscal year ended 


Disk-Phono Standards June 30, 1957, jumped te $3,239.- 


The Record Industry Assn. of 
America, disk trade organization 
is going to explore the problem of 
setting up joint technical stand- 
ards for both the disk and equip- 
ment manufacturers. Frank B. 
Walker, RIAA prexy and chief of 
MGM Records, said he planned to 
put the question on the organiza- 
tion’s agenda in the near future. 

Problem was set forth in detail 


in last week’s Varrery via a letter | 
from Charles W. Farrington, own- 


er of a record store in Arlington, 


Mass., who criticized the absence 
of adequate standards between 
disks and the playback devices. 





Victor to Hypo 
Coast Operation 


Bob Yorke. sales chief for the 
RCA Victor album division, is step- 
ping into a new post next week 
as overall chief of the diskery’s 
operation on the Coast. Move was 
primarily dictated by Victor's de- 
cision ‘earlier this year to hypo 
soundtrack album activities and it's 
expected that 


Hollywood filmmakers. 

George R. Marek, v.p. and gen- 
eral manager of Victor disk divi- 
sion, has been sparking the disk 


ery’s step-up of soundtrack and | 
legit original cast packaging for) 


some months, even pre-dating his 
takeover of the g.m. spot a couple 
of months ago. Marek, who recent- 
ly copped the “South Pacific” film 
soundtrack for Victor, has ex- 
pressed his belief in the commer- 
cial potential of the reciprocal 
worldwide exploitation angles in- 
volved in the disk-film tieups. Mar- 
ek, now in Italy on an extensive 
operatic recording schedule, is due 
to return to the U. S. Aug. 20. 

Yorke’s job on the Coast will be 
a newly created one. There has 
been no overall top Victor exec in 
Los Angeles since the exit of Henri 
Rene last year. Rene, however, 
was mostly concerned with the art- 
ists & repertoire phase of the disk- 
ery’s setup. 

Yorke’s replacement as album 











Miller is high on Jimmy Dean as a 
pop artist, and the buildup will be 
in that direction. When the CBS 
telecaster (who originates his 
shows from Washington) was with 
Mercury, Dean was in the country 
& western groove. 

GAC, which handleg Dean, has 
had unusual interest from Holly- 
wood 


Victor when he (Kanaga) was head 


man of the diskery, points to the | 
latter as “an example of making | 
That's based | 
on the very light ($15,000) com- | 
(-Hazen | 


a film deal too fast.” 


mitment Hal B. Wallis 
Productions) made to the singer, 


although eventually the producer | 


upped the contract as Presley's 
first film for 20th-Fox (on loan- 
out) caught fire at the boxoffice. 
Kanaga’s Victor background long 
conditioned him to the credo that 
“you gotta get outside of New 


York to get a true feel of which | 
artist and what brand music ap-| 


peals to America at large.” 





Decca Inks Two 


. Gene Maltais, a 
singer from Concord, N.H., has 


been added to the Decca roster. | 


His: first sides are “Crazy, Baby” 
and “Deep River Blues,” both 


cleffed by himself. 
Bill Plato, a pianist, is another 
new Decca-pactee. . 


in him, but agency prexy | 
Larry W. Kanaga, who had close | 
contact with Elvis Presley at RCA | 


22-year-old | 








. | 
Yorke will attempt | 
to establish close liaison with the} 
























































































































































ministrator of artists relations for | geles, is going to Rio de Janiero| sales chief has not yet been 
the publicity department. Aug. 15. named. 
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362 after $3,533,000 of U. S. and 
Canadian taxes, prexy Glenn E. 
Wallichs disclosed in the annual 
report to stockholders. Net rep- 
resents $6.80 per share of com- 
mon stock as compared to $3.35 
per share for the preceding fiscal 
year. 

Sales figure for the year, Wal- 
lichs reported, was $35,108,401, a 
jump of 37° over the preceding 
year’s record tally. 

Report showed that cash and 
U. S. Government securities alone 
exceeded all current liabilities at 
the closing date Net working 
capital totaled $7,792,337 and the 
book value of common stock was 


| $18.65 per share, up 45° from 
last year’s $12.85. 
During the year, the firm ac- 


quired and retired 2.405 shares of 
|} its preferred stock at an aggregate 
cost of $118,950. Shares had a par 
| value of $120,250 and their retire- 
ment completed the retirement 
of all outstanding preferred stock 
of the firm. 

Capitol is a wholly-owned sub- 
sidiary of Electric & Musical In- 
dustries (EMI) of England. 





Michiko Hamamura, Jap 
Big-Seller Victor Chirp, 
~ On CBS-TV ‘Bis Record’ 


By DAVE JAMPEL 
Tokyo, Aug. 6. 

One of the most meteoric and 
, improbable rises in Japan's show 
| biz history was climaxed when the 
| Victor Company of Japan received 
| word from its RCA homeoffice that 
Michiko Hamamura was definitely 
jin line for ah appearance on or 
| about Sept. 18 on the new CBS-TV 
“The Big Record” show starring 
| Patti Page. (“Big Record” preems 
Sept. 18 in the erstwhile Arthur 
Godfrey “Friends” slot.) 

While it was known here that 
New York head office was interest- 
|ed in lining up a one shot tv ap- 
| perance for the 18-year-old exotie 
who is listed as a singer, it was 
}suspected that some face-saving 
| would be the outcome once the 
American execs heard a tape of 
Miss Hamamura’s record of “The 
| Banana Boat Song.” But such was 
not the case. 

In a country where 50.000 sales 
| is considered very good and 10, 
| is average, Michiko'’s “Banana 
Boat Song” backed with “Vene- 
zuela” sold 100,000 in its first five 
weeks. The mark is expected to 
top 200,000 by the end of the an- 
num. 

The disk represents the only one 
made by the terper whose voice 
has been described, not inaccurate- 
ly, as a growl. Her stage format 
at personal appearances sets her 
up as a little girl lost at the county 
fair who doesn't know which way 
to turn. She has a slatternly walk 
and her English couldn't get her 
a meal in Nedick’s. 

Like almost all records by vo- 
calists in Japan, half of the lyrics 
are in the vernacular and half in 
English. The payment for disks 
is on a royalty basis and production 
manager Takeo Isobe of Japan's 
_ Victor subsidiary admits that the 
rate is “not so high.” Average roy- 
alty rate here for a pop artist is 
three to five yen (360 yen to a dol- 
lar). 

Miss Hamamura is slated te star 
in a picture for Toho that rolls in 
August. Victor here doesn’t want 
to release a second record yet. 
They feel the market is not yet 
ready to absorb a followup but her 
next is slated to be “Dark Moon” 
and “Mama Looka Boo Boo.” 
Isobe added that he hopes she will 
record while in New York, utilizing 
the better facilities. 





Dick Jacobs, Coral musical di- 
rector, hitting the road this week 
to plug his “Fascination” platter. 
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Dance Expert Predicts Rock ’n’ Roll, 
Presley Will Be Around for Years 





Dallas, Aug. 6. + 


One of the dance world’s top 
figures said here that rock 'n’ role 
{sy here to stay—and so is Elvis. 

The views were those of Arthur 
Berg of Los Angeles, prez of the 
National Assn. of Dance and affil- 
jated Artists Inc., at the groups’ 
annual convention here at which 
some 600 delegate attended. 

“Sure, some of that rock ’n’ roll 
stuff 


And they want Elvis 
They'll be wanting rock ’n’ roll and 


is sort of savage,’* he said. | ’ 
“But aoaaill like it. They want it,| Cap disks in the New 
Presley. | England area, takes over the post 


Up Don Ovens to Head 
_ Cap’s East Promotion 


Don Ovens has been upped to 
|;eastern promotion manager at 
Capitol Records. Ovens reports 
to Max Kallison, Cap sales man: 
| ager based in New York. 

| Ovens, who had been promoting 
York-New 


| vacated by Manny Kellem who 


Elvis for many years to come. Rock | pasar y to Prep Records, Cap’s new 


*n’ roll \s one of the few new and 
sure styles to come along in years. 
‘ivis is one of its foremost repre- 
sentatives as a singer.” 

Dancing itself, partly attribut- 


able to the r&r roll craze, is en-| 


oying its greatest popularity in 
intend according to Berg. 

“It is a pure and exuberant dance 
form,” he said. “I've seen dance 
crazes come and go, such as the 
Charleston, Big Apple, Shag and 
Jitterburg—but those were all fads. 
Rock 'n’ roll is not a fad. “It gives 
teenagers an outlet for their enthu- 
siasm. It is music they can under- 
stand and there is a beat to the 
rhythm they can feel. It gives them 
a lot of opportunity to dream up 
their own dance creations. There 
is no set pattern to it. I think 
though, that as time passes rock 
‘ny’ roll will modify a bit and the 
steps will become milder.” 

According to Berg, older people | 
are dancing to faster music with | 
a heavier beat. “Older folks are} 
going for items like the rhumba, | 
foxtrot, and even the cha-cha-cha, 
he said. 

“Presley is the most popular | 
singer going teday. Much of this | 
popularity can be attributed to 
teenagers, mostly girls. Elvis will | 
last, but he'll change his style 
Before long, I think you'll find, | 
he'll swing to ballad style stuff. | 
If he does that he'll be around for 
years and years.” | 


British Rock ’n’ Roller | 
Calls Hotel Mgr. ‘Guv, 
Gets the Old Heave-0 


Blackpool, Eng., Aug. 6. | 

Rock 'n’ roll stars are not popu- | 
Jar in English hotels. A few months | 
ago Frankie Lymon and the Teen- | 
agers, from the U. S., hit some bad | 
press headlines with reports of 
alleged lawlessness in their hotel 
suite at Manchester, Eng. 

Now Tommy Steele, English rock 
‘n’ roll star has been ordered out | 
of the exclusive Majestic Hotel 
here because he tinkled a xylo- 
phone in the hotel's palm court at | 
2 am. The manager, John Kay, 
said: “I took the xylophone sticks 
from Mr. Steele’s hands. I cer- 
tainly did not give him 
rock and roll, or whatever they 
call it. I stamped on him right 
away, and told him to go to his 





suite—and he went. Next day I 
gave him notice to vacate his 
rooms.” 

Manager told Steele it was a 


four-star hotel and a respectable | 


one. He complained that one of 
the Steele party addressed him as 


Semeakit 
gus 


Tommy Steele said: “It was only | 
prank. Anyway, I hate ho- | 


a boy's 
tels. And at that one we had to 
wait a leng time for coffee, so I’m 
glad we're out ‘of it.” Steele, 20- 
year-old b.o. hit in vaude, is click- 
ing in 


bling this afternoon season with 
nightly shows at nearby towns. 


Granz 0’Seas to Cut 
‘Ella at Monte Carlo’ 


Norman Granz, Verve Records 
peripatetic topper, hopped overseas 
again last week to wax Ella Fitz- 





gerald's appearance at the Monte | 


Carlo Annual Gala last Sunday (4). | 
Granz taped the bash, which was 
held at Monte Carlo’s Sporting 
Club, for an album release to be 


called “Ella at Monte Carlo.” 
Granz’s most recent on-the-spot 
taping was made at the Newport 
Jazz Festival over the July 4 week- 
end He’s currently readying a 


five-ailbum release of the concert. 


time to} 


his current 28-minute act | 
at the Palace Theatre. He is dou- | 


NY. JAZZ FESTIVAL 
SETS NAME LINEUP 


The New York Jazz Festival, 
which will be the kissoff to this sea- 
son’s round of jazz fetes over the 


of names for its two-day stand at 
Randall's Island Aug. 23-24. Set 
for the affair are Billie’ Holiday, 


Dave Brubeck's Quartet, Dizzy 
Gillespie's orch, Gerry Mulligan) 
Quartet, Johmny Richards band. 
Miles Davis and Horace Silver 


quintets, Stan Getz, Anita O'Day, 
Maynard Ferguson, Carmen McRae, 
Max Roach and the Count Basie 
orch. 

Don Friedman, who launched the 
New York Jazz Festival setup last 








country, has lined up a big roster | 





| 
| 
| 
| 
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| LESTER LANIN 


Columnist DICK SINNOTT says, 
“the first teen-age rage since Glenn 
| Miller in the New 
maestro Lester 
favorite.” 


| 
| 
1 
! 
| 
| 


Lanin, 


jcoast his new EPIC RECORD| 
ALBUM (LN-3340) “Dance To The 
Music of Lester Lanin,” he is also 
their favorite 


FHFHFHFHF 4444444464664 
There’s been a steady decline 
months. Nonetheless claims that 
duction totalled 27,772,100, which 
record breaking average. 


Disk production and value, not 
four months of this Year are: 





England area is | 
societies | 


But, to the kids coast to | Fire Island Gets Into 
| Fete Act Via Longhairs 





Condon to Tour 


Eddie Condon, one of the pio- 
neers of the jazz concert barnstorm- 
ing circuit, will hit the road again 


| with his own troupe next January | 
land February. Condon last toured | 


in the U.S. about 10 years ago al- 
though he did 32 concerts in Eng- 
land earlier this year. 


Associated Booking Corp. is set- 


| Year, is again promoting the event. | ting up the 1958 Condon trek. 


hae Ocean Beach Festival, 


| initial program this weekend (9-10) 
| with a series of two chamber music 


| 


| recitals, 
The chamber group includes 
George Fehér, cellist; Gabriel 








British Disks Surmount Hazards 


+4 


London, July 30. 


in disk sales over the past few 
1957 will be a better year than 


last look promising. For the first four months of this year disk pro- 


was worth $13,025,600 excluding 


sales tax. The total record production last year was just over 
67,000,000, so the figures for this year to date are well up on a 


excluding sales tax, for the first 


January: 8,768,900 worth $4,253,200. 

February 7,153,000 worth $3,211,600. 

March: 6,078,800 worth $2,814,000. 

April: 5,771,400 worth $2,746,800. 

However, increased prices of disks, mainly due to higher labor, 
musicians, raw materials and recording costs, may to some extent 
curb the disk buying kick that British collectors have been on for 
more than a year. Decca has recently put up its prices from 
between 5c and 20s and other record companies have already fol- 
lowed suit or will in the near future. 








Fire Island (N.Y.) is getting in 
on the summer music festival act. 
Inc., 
a non-profit org, is launching its 


Banat, Ist violinist; Bernard Rob- 
bins, 2d violin; Leonard Davis, 
viola, and Stanley Drucker, clari- 





net. All, except for Banat, are 
members of the N. Y. Philhar- 
monic. 


EPIC TAKING HDQTRS. 
AWAY FROM COLUMBIA 


Epic Records, Columbia's subsid 
label, is going out on its own—as 
far as an h.q. is concerned. Since 
its inception more than three 
years ago, Epic had been located 
at Col’s New York homeoffice at 
7th Ave. and 51st St. Label is now 
prepping a move at the end of this 
month to West 45th St. between 
5th and 6th Aves. 


Epie will continue to be tied to 
the parent ¢ompany. The move 
stems from label’s need for space 
to house its continually growing 
singles and album program. 
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wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title Bic (Fig l(alalols lalg ls <qie (/ZSIOCITESlR [Bla e| 8 
~,-s AROUND THE WORLD (Decca) 
1 1 Sound Track (DL 9046 F #E 7 1 1 fo Sere |’ 2° 2 as hey 2 1 1 3 Poe gs 1 193 
NAT KING COLE (Capitol) ibe ae Puig ed a 
2 2 Love Is the Thing (W 824) 2 £8 ee. €' £. oe Se 2. ea ee ee 
FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) et yr ae 
es oe Swinging Affair (W 803) 1 4 5 4 2 a. 2. »..8 28 8.418 S. 3 3 4 3 4148 
MANTOVANI (‘London ‘ i... et .. ee > fe 3 = 
5 Film Encores (LL 1700) 2 4 et ae ae ee 5 4 * 8 Be we 5 3 100 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) " ele eee sds, ee 7 
5 ey Loving You (LPM 1515) = Me 4 1 1 6 5 1 5 5 2 § »® 6 92 
MY FAIR LADY (Columbia) . pale 
6 4 Original Cast (CL 5090)..... .. 2 5 58 7 3 6 9 Se Se ed FS OL ee 
ROGER WILLIAMS (Kapp) eal pM os 
7 ae 12. Fabulous Fifties (KXL_ 5000) 9 9 eo i8 eS are § 8 1 a... F @ 7 8 
POLLY BERGEN (Columbia) th ° 
8 aa te Bergen Sings Morgan (CL 994) 10 9 a | 6 4 6 2 37 
~ KING & I (Capitol) _™ 
9 A Sound Track (T-740)....... 4 3 8 Rinse 10 $..4 0 
TENNESSEE ERNIE (Capitol) ee ww 
1017 Hymns (T-756) | er 6 7... 7 10 § 7 7 ot 28 31 
~ LESTER LANIN ORCH (Epic . ‘ 
11 4 13 Dance to Music Of (LN 334C) a moe 2 9 3 Bet iu S46 > «. FP 
| EDDY DUCHIN STORY (Decca) 
12 _9 Sound Track (DL 8289). a 7  & tes - 3 7 29 
TENNESSEE ERNIE (Capitol) ¥ : 
13.10 _Spirituals (T-818) 9 4 8 4 6 i= ae 
OKLAHOMA (Capitol) 
1414 Sound Track (SAO 595) rit a 8 4 8 
TOMMY SANDS (Capitol) 7 aos ts 
15, 20 Steady Date (T-848) é % <., - 8 8 6 8 , 10 19 
NEW GIRL IN TOWN (Victor 
ig 16 Original .Cast (LOC 1027) ss 10 8 3 18 
JULIE LONDON (Liberty) _ 
| 17 18 About the Blues (LRP 3043 10 9 10 7 5 14 
| PAT BOONE (Dot) | 
18 15 Pat (DLP 3050)... 7 4 M F 11 
LES ELGART (Columbia ¥ 
fF 19A For Dancers Only (CL 803) 3 q ae a ee 
ELLA FITZGERALD (Verve 
19B 22 __ Rodgers & Hart (NEV 4002-2). 9 Y 3 " 10 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY & HI-LO’S (Col) 
19C 23_‘Ring Around Rosie (CL 1006). 10 2 ‘ 10 
HARRY BELAFONTE Victor 
22A f 8 Evening Belafonte (LPM 1407) 7 6 ° ‘ 10 
JUNE CHRISTY (Capito! hind 
22B _ June, Fair & Warmer (T 833 5 8 e 9 
LENA HORNE (Victor 
22C 25 Lena at the Waldorf (LOC 1028) 3 10 or y 
HARRY PELAFONTE (Victor) 
22D Calypso (LPM 1248 6 7 9 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Ogden Nash will read the verses which he wrote to accompany Saint 
faens’ “Carnival of the Animals,” at the annual benefit for the Boston 
Symphony's Summer School of Music at Tanglewood, Lenox, Mass., 
Thursday (8). The poet, who lives in Baltimore, will appear with 
Arthur Fiedler, the Boston Pops Orchestra and piano soloist Seymour 
Lipkin as part of “Tanglewood on Parade.” 

The verses were originally composed for a recording of the work 
with a reading by Noel Coward. However, Nash has recited them in 
previous performances with Thomas Scherman and the Little Orchestra 
Society of New York, and with Reginald Stewart and the Baltimore 
Symphony. 





A crackdown on unlicensed jukeboxes has been started throughout 
Vermont, according to Tax Commissioner Leonard W. Morrison. He 
said amusement machine operators were being questioned by tax de- 
partment inspectors and ordered to bring their license payments up to 
date. Under a license fee system set up by the 1951 Legislature, pin- 
ball and other coin-operated amusement machines require a $100 
license fee and the jukebox permits cost $50. 





Album liner-note authors for Johnny Mathis’ “Wonderful, Wonder- 
ful” (Columbia) and Barbara Lea’s “Lea In Love” (Prestige) were 
caught off base in reference to the Alex Fogarty-Sid Shaw tune, “Will 
I Find My Love Today?” Both albums claim it as a first-time recording. 
A single disking of the tune was released a few weeks ago by Decca’s 
Merv Griffin. 





Charles A. Wall, BMI vice-prexy and a colonel in the Reserve Army, 
is currently in command of a team of 150 Reserve officers from the 
New York area now undergoing two-week training at Fort Dix, N.J. 
Wall was in combat service during the last war, receiving numerous 
battle decorations. 





American Music Conference, an industry-sponsored org dedicated 
to advancing the use of music, is staging its eighth annual award for 
the use of musical themes in advertising. All printed ads using a musical 
theme to promote a non-musical product or service are eligible. Last 
year’s contest had a record number of 400 ads entered. 





Theme song from the 20th-Fox film, “Island In The Sun,” is to be 
handled in Britain by B. Feldman & Co. Paddy Crookshank, European 
topper of Robbins Music Corp., and Feldman’s finalized the deal with 
the Clara Music Corp., Harry Belafonte’s publishing company, last 
week. The picture preemed in London last week. 


| British Disk Bestsellers 


London, July 30. 


All Shook Up ...... Presley 
(HMV) 

Puttin’ On Style .... Donegan 
(Pye-Nixa 

Wiil Make Love ....Hamilton 
(Oriole) 

Teddy Bear ........ Presley 
(RCA) 

Little Darlin’ ..... Diamonds 
(Mercury) 

Around The World .... Hilton 
(HMYV) 

Love Letters Sand .... Boone 
(London) 

Tonight Josephine . Ray 
(Philips 

White Sports Coat King Bros. 
(Parlophone) 

Butterfingers ......... Steele 
(Decca) 








Lynn Farnol to Handle 
SPA Public Relations 


Songwriters Protective Assn. has 
taken on Lynn Farnol Associates 
to handle its public relations. Mer- 
ryle (Bud) Rukeyser, formerly of 
Young & Rubicam, will be in 
charge of the SPA account for the 
Farnol firm which includes among 
its clients several top show biz 
and industrial outfits. 

Need for a stepped-up public re- 
lation campaign by SPA was dic- 
tated by the cleffer organization's 
multiple activities on several 
fronts, including its running fight 
with Broadcast Music Inc., its up- 
coming negotiations with the mu- 
sic publishers for a new contract 
and its advocacy of revising the 
1908 Copyright Act and other leg- 
islative matters. 





Victor Aims at Country Market 
Via New Studios in Nashville 





Brit. Army Jumps Date 
t London, Aug. 6. 
| The British Army's broken 
the rules. The band of the 
2nd Battalion, the King’s Royal 
Rifle Corps, played the for- 
bidden music—a selection from 
“My Fair Lady” — barred 
from public performance here 
until the show opens in Lon- 
don next year. ~— 

It happened at a garden 
party given by the Queen at 
Buckingham Palace for 3.000 
members of the American Bar 
Assn., who have been holding 
their convention in London. 
The bandmaster said the score 
had been sent by another of- 
ficer’s mother from New York. 
It would not be played again, 
he added. 








TED STEELE JOINS 


Ted Steele has joined the indie 
Bethlehem label as musical direc- 
tor. He'll take over the musical 
direction of the diskery's special 
artists as well as etch with his 
own orch. 

Deal with Bethlehem doesn't af- 
fect his current tv setup. Steele 
produces and emcees a three-hour 
cross-the-board show for WOR-TV. 
Before moving into tv, Steele con- 
ducted his own orch at New York's 
Stork Club and Essex House. 
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ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) 
1 1 lS ee oe ere ree 10 i= ie eS Se 1 1 1 1 a | 6 fa 83 
BILLY WILLIAMS (Coral) 
2 3 Genna Sit Right Down ind conte oem thine dnt rT 1 1 4 1 5 10 a —. - 1 4 82 
PAT BOONE (Dot) 
3 2 Loeve Letters in the Sand................ se. ae ae > §F 1 5.64 77 
JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) 
4 S We Met for We te Gas... .. .. 2 0006-sccee, ee — 7: oe £.°s ee 9 ze 72 
EVERLY BROS. (Cadence) 
5 0. Be ar ini bck spc oe ces go seeuss 3 6.8 4 8 i a 69 
DEBBIE REXNOLDS (Coral) 
6 DT ha os st een 44,0085 evade CF 5 7 re 3. 1 1 53 
MANTOVANI (London) 
FT 3 Beet Tee We os ccc avckse suscvcsscee 6 7 1 6 7 2 i de 3.6C«s#wi‘«é4#sg8s 
LARRY WILLIAMS (Specialty) ‘ 
@ =. -. BR I oi oc dpc din cc cen ntecss > J 6 10 8 2 10 3 1 37 
JIMMY DORSEY (Fraternity) 
2 ia > (SS ere ae eee ee 3 .6C«8 5 9 10 , 6 6 10 35 
NAT KING COLE (Capitol) 
10 >. Mie Bie Te otc amr os 6c pab een cttcs = 2 7 6 6 3.68 34 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
1h (9B , Ge Ge Ge is bc bi co rnscdrsstctodacst 10 2 4 6 ~ 8 33 
PAUL ANKA (ABC-Par) ’ 
+ i: a RS er ere oe owe AS P y 3 31 
BILLY WARD (Liberty) 
13-22 FA SE Pree he ae 9 7 10 4 29 
DELL-VIKINGS (Dot) 
16 WR Ws 3. slic fe 45 cdc tepedunee 9 6 5 6 2. & 28 
AMES BROS. (Victor) 
IGA. FE . FN a. a > cee BN dies decsceedeteniac bens 7 5 ae 5 wee ole ae 24 
COASTERS (Atco) 
15 OR vo ws 20 Fath crocs ou xs pice de taokes 4 8 10 9 #8 9 §$ 24 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
17 Se TD Pe wa h.v'e bs cae we adc vccsccs 5 « § 2 20 
DON RONDO (Jubilee) 6 
18A White Silver Sands .......... alii Sate 6 an 8 . es. 0 oe “ae ® 8 16 
FOUR COINS (Epic) 
18B Shangri-La pte peek ove weer osc esesese ‘a 2 a oa) \ee . 90 10 8 5 5 16 
JOHNNY & JOE (Chess) 
20. 18 Over the Mountain ............ Pe eae re PL ee . 3 ° 7 15 
JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) 
21 Wenderful, Wonderful ................-- _ - 6 os 14 
TONY BENNETT (Columbia) f 
22 of the Island ......... ct ahicn ites . a ae i] Oe ee he oh 5 13 
ANDY WILLIAMS (Cadence) 
23A 25 iI Like Your Kind of Love............. ee a, ee ee " aT ae o Biot Wt. 11 
VICTOR YOUNG (Decca) 
23B 15 Around the World .......... ao aa lat em 10 ae. 2h a ee 11 
R TL pp) 
23C 18 Reaimbow ............. iitadetektn the os 6. 8e-.00 2 ae ta ee Ta: aa ae il 


BETHLEHEM’S STAFF 








* RCA Victor is getting into the 


{hillbilly act in a big way with the 
construction of a new recording 
studio in Nashville for both the 
custom record and regular com- 
jmercial disk divisions. Studio is 
scheduled for completion in Octo- 
ber. 

The studio was designed by 
| William Miltenburg, RCA Viciaor's 
chief engineer and manager of 
‘recording. To be constructed of 
}concrete block, the studio will be 
}equipped for both monaural and 
stereophonic recording. The front 
|part of the building will be one 
story and will house the adminis- 
|trative staff. The rear part of the 
building will be two stories and 
will contain the recording studios. 
| Chet Atkins, musical director 
jand recording artist, will be in 
|charge of artists & repertoire for 
|the new facilities. Selby Coffeen 
has been named resident engineer 
with Ed Hines to be rep for custom 
isales for the Nashville area and 
| Jack Hill to be recorded programs 
field man. 

A. L. MeClay, RCA Victor's 
overall plant manager, said the 
construction of the new studios 
| follows the policy of providing re- 
|cording and processing facilities 
lat strategic locations around the 
country. Other Victor studios are 
| located in New York, Chicago and 
| Hollywood. 


L.A. Tooters Set Back 
| In Lesal Maneuvers Vs. 
| AFM, Music Trust Funds 





Los Angeles, Aug. 6. 

Legal hopes of dissident Coast 

musicians suffered a severe set- 
back when L.A. Superior Judge 
| Philbrick MeCoy declined to issue 
temporary restraining orders or ap- 
point receivers in connection with 
the last two of the four lawsuits 
filed against the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians over the opera- 
tion of the Music Performance 
Trust Funds. Denial paralleled the 
| first phase of the original two law- 
| suits, but the petitions were denied 
|in those cases over a question of 
jurisdiction later reversed by the 
Appellate Division. 

In the new cases, however, Judge 
McCoy ruled that even if the Cali- 
fornia courts are found to have 
| furiediction, “on the merits alone 
| it would be an abuse of discretion” 

to grant restraining orders. At is- 
sue in these cases is the Federation 
policy of a 5% Trust Fund royalty 
on music for telefilms and the re- 
|; use payment structure on tran- 
| scriptions, spot announcements and 
| jingles. 

Jurisdictional issues, stil] being 
battled through higher courts, re- 
volves around whether Samuel R. 
Rosenbaum, trustee of the Funds 
and an admittedly “indespensable 
party”in the actions, is subject to 
the rulings of a California court 
since he is headquartered in New 
York. 


Eliot Paul’s Book On 
‘Crazy American Music’ 


Author Elliot Paul (“The Last 
Time I Saw Paris,” etc.), who is 
an expert boogie-woogie pianist, 
has written a treatise on “That 
Crazy American Music” which 
Bobbs-Merrill will publish in Oc- 
tober. He runs through the de- 
velopment of music in the U. S. 
and lays on heavily on jazz, boogie 
and rock ‘n’ roll, to which he its 
decidedly partial. 

Frederick Fell is bringing out 
Vie Fredericks’ book on “Rock ‘n’ 
Roll for Real” and Guy Barry's 
“How To Dance The Cha-Cha-Cha, 
the Calypso and Other Latin 
American Dances.” Barry is her- 
aided as the dance instructor who 
first introduced the cha-cha from 
| Cuba. 

A music book of another sort 
is London Sunday Times music 
critie Ernest Newman's “From The 
World of Music,” to be published 
by Coward-McCann in September. 


Lieberson 0’Seas 











Goddard Lieberson, Columbla 
Records prexy, left for Europe last 
week for a month's vacation. 

Lieberson headed overseas after 
winding up the diskery’s annual 
sales convention in Miami Beach. 
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Taking the country by 


/ 





JULIUS 


Nae {0-7-0 
HOR NE Worlds Apart 


- Sweet Thing c/w 
c/w - Famous Last 


eimai . Words | 


with Joe Reisman’s orchestra & chorus 


Feeling 47/20-6998 


47/20-6997 











(Copyright Variety, Inc. All Rights Reserved 








Introducing RCA VICTOR’s newest recording star, 


MILTON ALLEN! 


Love A, Love A Lover-~ Just Look, Don’t Touch, She’s Mine 


47/20-6994 
. R es 


(‘Now on NBC-TV every Monday 7:30-7:45 pm (EDT) & 
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“Million Record Show,” starring Georgia Gibbs! —> 
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On The Upbeat 


|hosting the music biz crowd at a| 
jdinner at the Press Box tonight | 
Wed.). 


London 





New York 


Norman Gimbel, who's penning 
the score for the upcoming musical, 
“When In Rome,” with Moose 
Charlop, off to Italy last week... 
Miles Davis and Julian (Cannon- 
ball) Adderly held over at the Cafe 
Bohemia . . . Leuis Prima and 
Keely Smith held over at Harrahs 
Club, Lake Tahoe, Nev., for an- 
other six weeks . . . Dotty Saulter, 
who toured the Near East with 
Dizzy Gillespie, making her Miami 
debut at Wally’s Clover Club... 
Milton Karle handling George 
Shearing’s disk promotion.  Lat- 
ter opened a five-week stand at 
the Embers Monday (Mon). 

Dub Albritton now personal man- 
aging Brenda Lee. 


| weekly 


Bonnie 
circuit 
release, 


ami. 


Village 





Charles E.| when Erroll Garner guests . . 


legal guardian. . 
Max Kaminsky to alternate at Herb| drome . 
McCarthy’s Bowden Square (L.I.)| ‘® 


Scott set for the Zephyr Room, 
Cleveland, Aug. 20 for one week . . 


Nat Pierce takes two days off| Records... 
(Aug, 13-14) from his gig at the| dle musical director chores on the 


| Charlie Gracie doing a two-week 
. Stan Rubin and yaude date at the London Hippo- 
., Songstress Eve Boswell 
make another record promo- 


'tion visit to Germany in Septem- 


dixieland bashes . . . Judy |}, 


er... The Hermanos Deniz Band 
jis to take over from Francisco 
Alden hitting the deejay) weeks from Aug. 26... Trombon- 


pe a Ha” Roulette | ist Bebby Mickleburgh has joined 


minor operation, 


Keith Kittrell signed by Rell 


Henry Vars will han- 
“Time Is A 


Vanguard with Rudy Braff| Batjac production, 


to assist the Cleveland Symphony| Memory” .. . Connie Haines inked 


.|a deal with Top Records to do a 
Walt 





& — 


WG 
[3 


OF THE WEEK 


70P MI 


Mosiey has been appointed her'Chicago deejay Howard Miller! Helen Morgan album... 
- ——— 
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DICK HYMAN. 


SUMMER 
LOVE 


I’M SORRY FOR YOU 


MY FRIEND 
MGM 12480 


CHUCK ALAIMO 
QUARTET 


LOCAL 


LOVE YOU 
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MARVIN 
RAINWATER 


MY LOVE 
IS REAL 


MY BRAND 


OF BLUES 
K 12511 MGM 12511 


\ 
DAVID ROSE 
AND ORCH. 


A NIGHT 
IN TRINIDAD 


CAPTAIN’S 


PARADISE 
K 12525 MGM 12525 


SAM (\;.) TAYLOR 


MAN 


TANGANYIKA 


A TOUCH 
OF THE BLUES 


RECORDS Mau 
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MGM 12529 


‘| Cavez at the Savoy Hotel for six| 17 


. Stam) the Sid Phillips band Chirper | 
Getz’ Quartet and the Mitchell- : aamed 

Ruff D cate ewe Becta Streat Marion Ryan back at work after a 
Thursday (8) for a special 10-day | 
engagement .. . Bob Green added} 

to the deejay staff at WINZ, a! Hollywood 


Heebner, formerly with RCA Vic- 
tor a&r department and more re- 
cently in charge of Capitol’s cus- 
tom division in NY, has been 
signed as general manager of GNP 
Records and takes over Aug. 15... 
Al Anthony will sing on his next 


{Dot album of organ music. 


Chicago 


Eddy Heywood pacted for Pea- 
cock Alley, St. Louis, Fri. (9)-Aug. 
. .. Dave Brubeck combo into 
Blue Note here for one week Oct. 
2. Jimmy MePartland-Bud 
Freeman Quintet set for Preview 
Lounge here for three weeks, Sept. 
11... Bebby Kuhn quartet closes 
at Heidelberg here after two and 
one-half years to be followed by 
Earl Mortenson quartet ... Joe 
Bruce quintet returns to Beritz 


| here, Nov. 5, for four frames. 


Philadelphia 

After three-month seasonal hi- 
atus the Latin Casino reopens Oct. 
5 with Liberace as initial attrac- 
tion, followed by Sephie Tucker 
(14-19) . . . Wally Ginger in one- 
night stand at Sunnybrook, Potts- 
town ... Bob Manning at Andy’s 
Log Cabin, South Jersey... Al 
Hibbler into Chester’s Bel-Air 
Club (5) .. . Bill Baker, who han- 
dled RCA Victor records promo- 
tion in Kansas City, comes here to 
replace Lee Shapiro who has been 
moved to New York... Jay Jer- 
ome, local orch leader, to play the 
Coronation Ball for the Miss 
America Pageant, at Atlantic City’s 
Hotel Claridge, Sept. 7. 


San Francisco 


Ralph J. Gleason, Frisco Chron- 
icle jazz columnist, was named to 
a four-man panel of jazz critics 
who will pick the best American 
jazz records of 1957 for entry in 
an international competition at the 
Brussels World’s Fair next year. 
Others on the State Department- 
selected panel are N.Y. Times’ 
John S. Wilson, Saturday Review’s 
Nat Hentoff and Hunter College’s 
Marshall Stearns .. . Peggy Lee 
cancelled her mid-August date at the 
Fairmont’s Venetian Room but Dick 
Swig signed Ted Lewis... Austral- 
ian Jazz Quintet booked into Dave 
Glickman’s new Jazz ‘Showcase 
Aug. 23, with Woody Herman fol- 
lowing for a three-nighter starting 
Sept. 7 and Chico Hamilton Quin- 
tet coming in after Herman... 
Don Ewell joined Jack Teagarden’s 
band . .. Dave Brubeck’s going to 
England in February ... . Gateway 
Singers left Enrico Banducci’s 
hungry 1, headed for Lake Tahoe. 


Kansas City 


Wyoma Winters will follow her 
singing stint at the Terrace Grill 
here with a hop to Hull, Canada, 
and a fortnight at the Ottawa 
House beginning Aug. 29... Chey- 
enne, Wyo., “Frontier Nights” July 
22-27, had a show including the 
Stylemasters Quartet, Red Ingle, 
Ruwe & Looey, the Paulette Sis- 
ters and Al Galante orch .. . Billy 
Alberts & the Ardrey Sisters (2) 
open a two-week stand at the 
Muehlebach’s Terrace Grill Aug. 
16... Muehlebach also has inked 
Dick Barlow orch (8) for an eight- 
week stand to follow the current 
Joe Reichman engagement which 
ends Sept. 26 . . . Don Roth Trio 
is set for a return to the Kansas 
City Club in October. Outfit cur- 
rently is playing the Tavern of the 
Broadmoor Hotel, Colorado 
Springs... Other Colorado 


Back at the Falcon Room of the 
Antlers Hotel, Eric Correa at the 
Garden of the Gods Club, Bob 


McGrew at the Broadmoor, 


Omaha 





ing in this territory ... Jay Bel- 


cadia, Ia... . Nino Nanni slated for 
Angelo’s Studio Inn Aug. 8, and 
owner DiGiacemo is billing Car- 
men Cavallero, Hill Toppers, 
George Shearing and Ronnie East- 
man as coming attractions... 

Bob Pell trio opened at the Coun- 
tryside Inn’s Village Ruom ... 

Chuck Foster’s orch booked at 
Peony Park Aug. 23-24. 


Frankie Lymon as Single 


Frankie Lymon, 14-year-old 
leader of the Teenagers, a rock 'n’ 
roll combo, is exiting the group to 
work as a single. Lymon and his 
group have had a couple of big 
disk hits including “Why Do Fools 
Fall In Love,” which was written 
by Lymon. 

Lymon and the Teenagers will 
be agented separately by the 











Associated Booking Corp. 


Springs music makers include Will ~ 


White at the Alamo Hotel and Bob |; 


Eddie Howard’s orch one night-|** 


laire orch signed for Labor Day| = 
celeb at Legion Ballroom in Ar-|% 





Ellenville 


Continued from page 2? cae 





$150,000 for next year, and possib- 
ly not that much. 

The 65-piece Symphony of the 
Air (ex-NBC) is the core of the 
Festival, which employs about 140 
artists for the season. The techni- 
cal and management group num- 
bers 15. 

“We are short-handed in the 
latter; almost everybody doubles 
in brass, Forest eps 

He turns a deaf ear to the sug- 
gestion that experimental and new 
works be cut or dropped from the 
Festival program. “It is now rated 
one of the six finest in the world,” 
he declared. “I want to keep it on 
that level — not to have it become 
just another festival.” 

Empire State is the only place 
“east of Cincinnati” which pre- 
sents opera in the summer. 

“When there is a new work by 
Stravinsky (whose ‘Canticum Sac- 
rum’ was presented this season, 
with Leopold Stokowski conduct- 
ing), we want to do it at the Em- 
pire State Music Festival.” 

Assistance from New York 
State “in any form,” would be 
welcomed. Los Angeles County 
donates $150,000 to Hollywood 
Bowl. N-Y. Dept of Commerce has 
lent a helping Hand, on publicity 
and promotion, within a limited 
budget available for such purposes. 
Forest complimented Commission- 
er Edward T. Dickinson, who at- 
tended the July 26.concert with 
Mrs. Dickinson (the former Eileen 
Durning). Forest also spoke en- 
thusiastically of Governor Averell 
Harriman’s interest. 

Attendance for 18 performances 
this season approximated 65,000— 
the same total as for 1956. Visitors 
from more than 35 states, Canada 
and other foreign countries were 
present. 

He likewise cited the production 
of Richard Strauss’ “Elektra” and 
Carol Orff’s “Carmina Burana’— 
the latter, with the American Con- 


cert Choir. Laszlo Halas batoned 
the former. 

A boxoffice staple, Puccini's 
“Madame Butterfly,” starring 


Elaine Malbin and featuring David 
Poleri and John Tyers, did busi- 
a at performances July 25, 27, 





Long Island Symphony, under 
Charles Jaffe, will take over from 
the trotters at Roosevelt Raceways 
Long Island Sept. 8 to play for 
seventh annual Hospital Star Nite, 
a benefit for L.I. hospitals. 
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‘Be ready to cash in on the excitement that will be created by this sweeping drama of the South during the Civil War. Get in touch 


From the surging 
movie-drama of the Civil War 
comes an 
Original Soundtrack Score 
of unusual power...on 


RCA VICTORI 


An Original SoundtracksR@¢ording RCA VICTOR ord 


LPM-1557 


WARNER BROS. 


m  =CLARK GABLE 
YVONNE DE CARLO 


“BAND OF ANGELS” 


SIDNEY POITIER 
EFREM ZIMBALIST, JR. 





with your RCA VICTOR record distributor and Warner Bros, Theater managers for local tie-in. Stock up on ‘‘Band of Angels” 


Albums now, and watch your sales hit new heights, 


eee 
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Cafe Metropole Now 


Last Stronghold Of 
Hot Jazz on Broadway 


Dixieland music, which has gen- 
erally been beating a retreat be- 
fore the cooler variants of jazz in 
most of New York's jive joints, 
found its last Broadway bastion at 
the Cafe Metropole, at 48th Street, 
a spot that a few years ago 
switched to jazz after running a 
long time with broken-down, old- 
time vaude and burlesque singers. 

As a dixieland showcase, the 
Metropole provides the right kind 
of gaudy, freewheeling atmosphere 
for the two-beaters. There’s no 
cover, there’s no minimum and 





there are very few seats. In fact, 
with the tooters blowing at maxi- 
mum volume a few feet from the | 
street, the Metropole’s entrance is | 
consistently clogged with curb- | 
stone critics who dig the music for | 
free. Inside, a customer can nurse | 
a 15c glass of beer for as long as | 
he wants to while catching the. 
show. 

Working on top of a narrow 
shelf behind the room-long bar, 
the musicians comprise the top- 
flight instrumentalists in the dixie 
idiom. From 3:30 in the afternoon, 
the various combos play continu- 
ously through the night to a varied 


clientele, mostly young, ranging 
from college boys and giris to sail- 
ors. The Birdland type of hipster 
is not in evidence. 

Among the regulars on the Met- 
ropole stand are such veterans as | 


Henry (Red) Allen, Buster Bailey, 
J. C. Higginbotham, Claude Hop- 
kins and Eddie Bourne in one 
combo. One of the most popular 
performers in this spot is Sol 


Yaged, swinging clarinetist whose | 
crew consists of Cozy Cole, Bob 
Hammer, Pete Comp and Harry 
Sheppard. Another fine dixie clar- 
inetist working here regularly is | 
Tony Parenti, one of the original 


New Orleans practitioners. 
Herm. 


BASIE SET FOR PARIS 
AFTER BRITISH TOUR. 


Count Basie’s orch has been | 
booked for a one-week stand at | 
the Olympia Theatre in Paris open- | 
ing Nov. 16. Date will follow the 
band's tour of the British Isles 
starting Oct. 18, 

Basie is already well known to 
Gallic jazz fans via his disks. 











Dallas Opera Skeds Two 
Dallas, Aug. 6. 

The Dallas Civic Opera this fall 
will have two attractions. One will 
be presentation of Maria Callas in 
concert, the two performances of 
the Rossini opera, “The Italian Girl 
in Algiers.” 

They will be given in November, 
under the direction of Lawrence V. 
Kelly, the company’s general man- 
ager 
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Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 


Retail Disks 


























NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 


TALENT 

POSITIONS 

This’ Last 

Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 

1 1 BILLY WILLIAMS (Coral) ............... Gonna Sit Right Down* 

2 2 ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) ............++.. Teddy Bear* 

3. 5 JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) ........... }Wondertah, tl we A 

4 3 PAT BOONE (Dot) ..... 6.60 sececeveesess LOVE Letters in The Sand* 

5 4 EVERLY BROS. (Cadence) ............... Bye, Bye, Lovet 

6 8 DEBBIE REYNOLDS (Coral)............. Tammy”* 

71 9° NAT KING COLE (Capitol).............. Bog Soa = are 

8 ee PAUL ANKA (ABC-Par.) ... .cccccsces oes Dinnat 

9 — DON RONDO (Jubilee) ...... sevccesecseeeee White Silver Sands} 
10. 7 COASTERS (Atco) ssteseseseesseesseeses | Young Bivodt 
POSITIONS TUNES 
This’ Last 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 

1 1 *LOVE LETTERS IN THE SAND—“Bernardine”-F ............. Bourne 
2 2  *GONNA SIT RIGHT DOWN..................... Se dean c ole en 
ee *AROUND THE WORLD—‘“Around World In 80 Days”-F ........ Young 
4 4 *TEDDY BEAR—“Loving You”-F ........ das be dtiareanesse pease 
5 6 *IT’S NOT FOR ME TO SAY—“Lizzie”-F .........:.cceee0.e0++ Korwin 
6 7 *TAMMY—“Tammy & Bachelor”-F .........ceecceesssee00++- Northern 
| 5 TE is BAU occ cccccccessacccecseccésebestebecceccoss ES 
8 8 NE CAE 6 u.ddccr cc daeevswonsce seu che cpu Spee s-0 dees cesecacl an 
9 10 {WHITE SILVER SANDS .........cccscccecsccccsecsecseseees SOUthErN 
10 9 WIP TRAIN 0 occ cckcrcsescs 6 sedbasihe sec chesucesbedies ces gveaalt ae 


(*ASCAP 


+BMI F-Films) 


‘Femme Singers Leave 
Gls Abroad Very Cold; 
f x_9 e 
Rock ’n’ Roll, Sinatra Hot 
Frankfurt, Aug. 6. 

The femme vocalists just aren't 
scoring high with the American 
servicemen currently requesting 
platters on American Forces Net- 
work in Germany. That’s the opin- 
ion of Johnny Vrotsos, program di- 
rector of AFN Frankfurt, who re- 
ports on ladies singing recently 
on the AFN hit parade. “And it’s 
|}odd, considering that we have a 
predominately male audience, 
mainly American servicemen in 
Europe, that none of the femme 
| platters are clicking big here,” he 
| noted. 

“Rock ’n’ Roll is still the biggest 
style favorite for our listeners, and 
mainly that’s a form of singing in 
which males have specialized. ‘he 
soldiers also ask for a lot of calvp- 
se, mainly Harry Belafonte’s ‘Ba- 
nana Boat’ and ‘Hold ‘em Joe.’ 
Skiffle music is also going big here. 
| We get a lot of letters asking for 
|‘Cumberland Gap’ and ‘Old Rock 

Island’ by Lonnie Donegan. 

| “And the real old standby of 
| AFN is Frank Sinatra. He's been 
|on our hit parade for AFN longer 
than any other male or female vo- 
calist, ever since the, station went 
on the air 14 years ago.” 


TWO JAZZ EMPORIA 
GO MUTE ON COAST 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 

Skidding nitery business locally 
shuttered pair of bistros in last 
week. Bar of Music, one of oldest 
of local clubs, and Zardi’s Jazzland 
are the victims. 

Latter was taken over in Febru- 
ary by Jack Condon, who continued 
|jazz policy for time then experi- 
;mented with other attractions in 
| effort to_hypo business, fiinally in 
|sponge after losing around $16,- 
000. 











'Cugats Rolling in A 
Flock of Pic Stints 


Rome, Aug. 6. 

Xavier Cugaf“and his wife, Abbe 
Lane, are rolling in several cur- 
rent picture assignments. Miss 
Lane is now working in a film, “My 
Wife, the Doctor,” shooting in 
Rome with Victorio de Sica and 
Toto costarring. She then will go 
into “Pane, Amor e Cha Cha Cha,” 
(also to be shot in Rome. Follow- 
ing, she’ll go to the U.S. for the 
feminine lead in Jose Ferrer’s 
“Captain’s Paradjse.” Cugat. is 
starting in a film titled “Rhythms 
from the Caribbean. 

When the Cugats return to the 
U.S., they'll fulfill a commitment 
\for a four-week date at the Sa- 

















COMING UP... 
FROM THE PEN OF 


LEROY ANDERSON 
His Next Big One 


FORGOTTEN 
DREAMS 


Recorded by: 
© LEROY ANDERSON (Dacca) 
© CYRIL STAPLETON (London) 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 

















Irving Berlin 


—_——= Continued from page | ae | 








Honor from President Eisenhower | 
a few years ago.) 

The “God Bless America” Fund, | 
of which Herbert Bayard Swope, 
|Mrs. Theo. Roosevelt and Gene | 
Tunney are administrators, now to- 
tals $267,997.61. Of this, earnings 
from the basic ballad totalled) 
$253, oy 8 43, and is swelled by rev- 
enues ftom the “This Is the Army” | 








PETTY ITT ee eee eee because 


earnings from 


ASCAP performances ($2,793.40) 
plus $11,351.78, constituting all 
“Give Me Your 
| Saas. ” This is an excerpt from 
“Miss Liberty,” written in collabo- 


|undertakings, the songsmith re- | | ration with the late Robert E. Sher- 
|ceived the Congressional Medal of | 


wood and Moss Hart, and is one of 
the few Berlin song collaborations 
—he set the music to the famed 
Emma Lazarus poem which adorns 
the base of the Statue of Liberty. 


SPA 

















| ZZ _ Continued from page 43 aaa 


;members that such contracts are 
they lack the 
organizational signature and they 
are being used without authority. 

Meantime, talks between the ma- 
jor publishers and SPA about a 
new pact, to take effect starting in 


| 1958, are due to open next month. 


~ |The rift with the Warner Bros. 


** 

»* 
: THE BAND DANCERS DEMAND * 
* *| 
aa * | 
* * 
< * 
_ »* 
x And His Orchestra * | 
: Booked Solidly Until Jan. 1958 
x Currently ELITCH'S GARDENS, DENVER * | 
+ From Sept. 24—ROSELAND DANCE CITY, NEW YORK * 
* Noy. 19 for Seven Weeks—SHOREHAM HOTEL, WASHINGTON, D.C. 
* VIK RECORDS 4 
: Forthcoming Album—RICHARD MALTBY PLUS STRINGS > 
— 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION—, 


| per side, the publishers frequently 


JOB GLASER, Pres. 


745 Fifth Ave. 
New York 22, N.Y. 


Chicago, Il. 
Phone: e 
Plaza 9-4600 


CEintral 6-9451 


203 N. Wabash Ave. 407 Lincoln Rd. 
jami Beach, Fila. 


oe Sunset aes 
wood a Calif 


Phon 
Olympia +9940 


mM war! 
JEfferson 8-0383 





| tune into the groove. 


»* | combine is the first indication that 


the discussions will not travel a 
smoothly paced road. 
Some publishers anticipate that 


| SPA, on its part, will ask for the 


elimination of reduced royalty 
rates to the disk companies. At 
the present time, while the statu- 
tory royalty for disk usages is 2c 


| give a cut rate to the disk com- 


anies as an incentive to get the 
If the pub- 
lisher okays a 1c deal, the writer 
gets one-half of that instead of 
his 50% of 2c. SPA would, in ef- 


fect, insure that no matter what 
deals the publishers make with the 
diskers, the writers would get a 
minimum of Ic per side, 

A related issue is the practice of 
deducting disk promotional costs 
from the total royalty statement, 
thus further shaving the writer's 
end. It’s understood that SPA 
wants an end of that and will like- 
ly ask that the writers’ share be 
paid in full, before promotional 
deductions are made. 

Another question likely te be 
raised is the question of SPA’s au- 
diting of publishers’ book. It’s ex- 
pected that SPA will ask for a 
strengthening of its power to 0.0. 
publishers’ books in behalf of its 
writer-members. 





Ken Kersey, jazz pianist appear- 


hara in Las Vegas. 
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AGENCIES IN VAUDEO WHIRL 





Jerry Lewis Sets Carter Barron, DC, 
B.0. Mark With 816 in 7; Season Solid 


Kitty Kallen Cancels 





Washington, Aug. 6. + 
The seven-day Jerry Lewis en- 
gagement broke the one-week rec- 
ord for the Carter Barron Amphi- 
theatre here. The run, July 25-31 
inclusive, racked up a massive 
$80,987. 
The outdoor theatre has 4,050 
permanent seats, but uses several | 
hundred temporary chairs for big 


Kitty Kallen has cancelled out 


Room of the Plaza Hotel, N. Y. 
She was to have opened the season. 


j 


BONANZA IN 


GUEST SHOTS 


With the upbeat in variety shows 
}on video, the talent agencies are 


| witnessing an unusual switch in 


P ersian Room, N.Y., Date operations. Big pitch to acts whom 


they seek to get into the agencies 


of Sept. 18 date at the Persian | is now directed toward hitting,a 


|}bonanza in the guest shot field. 
| At the same time, the major offices 


| without a large number of variety 


Miss Kallen has been suffering | shows are facing a problem in try- 





+ 


Wildwood Cafe Reopens After Raye, 
Kitt Make New Deals at Less Coin 


+ A name act and a talent agency 
. . were put into an angelic light last 
Charlie Gracie Rocks he when a triple play between 
’ ° a boniface, an act and a talent 
Em at London Hipp ovtice enabled the Diamond Beach 
Londen. Aue. 6 |Lodge, Wildwood, to resume its 

U.S. singer Charlie Gracie name policy, 
proved a lively headliner in the|_ Martha Raye opened the club 
new Hippodrome variety seasor Friday (2) after the spot con- 
|which opened yesterday (Mon.) fot | cluded a deal which cut the length 
a two-week run in an engagement |°f Miss Raye’s engagement by two 
ithat will be followed by his first days and got Miss Raye to accept 











engagements, and also sells stand- | 


ing room. For the Lewis engage- 
ment, the Feld Bros., who operate 


from a throat ailment that had kept 
hed out of show biz for several 
months. Although she has been 


[eae te eeente 3 eS ees F | British tour. Gracie sang a series 
The sudden emphasis on vaudeo of songs that appealed mainly to 


a lower salary on the basis of 
doing one show nightly from Mon- 


Carter Barron, not only sold every 
seat and all standing room, but got 
permission to place chairs on the 
sides of the big stage, and sold | 
them, too, for the final three per- 
formances. 


| 
Previous house record for a_| 9 
single week was racked up » N | d 
Danny Kaye, in 1956. But no ew ali ~ 
chairs were sold on stage last 
Biggest Ever 


that a protracted engagement at 
this time may bring back the ail- 
ment. " 





year. However, Kaye packed ’em 
in for 17 days and returned later 
in the season for an additional 
seven days. 

Thus far, the Carter Barron sea- 
son has been the best ever, accord- 
ing to the Felds. Last year, this 
time, they had suffered five rain- 
outs. This year, there have been Boston, Aug. 6. 
none, to date. Yankeeland is collecting its big- 

The Ballet Theatre, currently | pect a) fresco bonanza this summer, 
on a fortnight engagement, is do- | 
ing fairly solid biz. Bob Hope who |With an assist from the weather- 

egy” - ._|man, and the tourist trade is boom- 
Sonene te, on Ce: Cer ling as never before. While official 


ing Aug. 20, is assured of a sell- 
out. Harry Belafonte, the final| figures have not been compiled, 





working periodically, she feels | .iprising switches of 


shows is causing one of the 
all in the 
|vaudeo-cafe field. The William 
| Morris Agency, which used to lead 
the field in the number of live 
variety shows, has shifted to third 
place behind Music Corp. of 
America and General Artists Corp. 
Latter office has come up with the 
largest amount of new vaudeo lay- 
outs which include shows with Guy 
Mitchell, Alan Freed, Nat King 
Cole, and Perry Como and “The 
| Big Record.” “ 

| MCA and GAC have been at- 


|tempting to lure acts with a healthy 
une ali y guestshot roster, as has been the 


custom of other offices who have 
controlled a large number of vari- 
ety shows. However, an office such 
as William Morris feels that it 
|doesn’t have to control the show 
in order to get its allotment of 
guest artists. This agency has long 
contended that no single office can 
fill the requirements of any vid- 
show in the matter of guest artists 





attraction (Aug. 21-31), also looks |@ducated guesses are that it has 
like a sellout on the basis of the : 
very heavy advance sale. |New England’s history. 

Of the earlier attractions this| With continuous hot weather in 
summer, the American Jazz Fes-|@ll parts of N.E. during May, June 
tival, starring Louis Armstrong, is |4"d July, the drought, serious in 
described as “excellent,” and the |¢astern and.southern Massachusetts 
Jose Greco and Pearl Primus |27d parts of Rhode Island and 


dance companies did very good |Connecticut, has been an asset to 


business. Jimmy Durante, despite | ¥@¢ash biz. 

top flight press notices, was only Tent theatre grosses are up in 
fair, as was the “Ozark Jubilee.” | Beverly, Cohasset and on the Cape. 
The “New York Opera Festival” |Beaches and fun spots are way 
war good, but Cab Calloway died | ahead, and the big fair season about 
at the boxoffice. to begin looks headed for a red 





|compared with the same period last 
Million Dollar Pier’s big Hippo-|last year so far. 


one. A Hampton Beach (N.H.) 
Casino, biz was 20 to 30% ahead 
HIPPODROME IN A.C. 
DAM AGED IN A0G Fl |year. As an example of increases, 
the state-operated parking meters 

drome theatre, shuttered since at-| In the Gloucester, Rockport and 
tempts to use it for live shows |Cape Ann, north shore area, indi- 
flopped several seasons ago, was | cations were that biz was up better 


for June 1 to July 17 of this year 
Atlantie City, Aug. 6. |at Hampton took in 13% more than 
badly damaged last week when a|than 10%. Lawrence J. Hart, 


$40,000 fire swept its roof at mid- manager of the Gloucester chamber | 


day, Theatre building is in center|of commerce, said that through 
of pier, with kiddie amusements | early May to the end of July, the 
stretched between it and board- section clocked around 10% more 
walk. vacationists. 

For a while it was feared that! On Cape Cod, Norman Cook, 
building might meet same fate as executive secretary of the Cape 
pier’s big ballroom, which was de- Cod Chamber of Commerce, said 
stroyed by fire on Sept. 13, 1949 | biz has already “reached new sum- 
when a $300,000 blaze razed the | mits.” An increase of better than 
front of the pier. Only roof was |17% is reported in Vermont; 28% 
damaged, however. jin New Hampshire; 35% in the 

Pier was once showplace of re-|White Mountain region of N.H. 
sort when it was built by the late| Beaches from Old Orchard, Me., 
Capt. John L. Young in 1906. In|through York, Hampton Revere, 
those days Sarah Bernhardt, Leslie | Nantasket to the Cape, are hitting 
Carter, David Warfield, DeWolf|up to 50% increases over last year. 
Hopper, Houdini, Adgie & Her|Biz is now way ahead at the 
Lions. Will Rogers and the Emmet | beaches and fun spots of the record 
Welch Minstrels were headliners | year of 1953. 
at one time or another. Pier was | 
leased ‘to George A. Hamid Sr. in|reported increases in vacash travel | 
1938. He gave up lease 10 years|so far this year to the department | 
later. Pier is owned by the Asso-|of commerce. 
—— Realties, headed by Clarence 

rossan, of Philadelphia. For past . 
several years it has been leased Dancing Waters Alleges 


by the Beach Amusement Corp., 





been the biggest June and July in| 


All Bay State summer resorts | 





headed by Max Tubas and Harry 
Schwartz. 


Ill. State Fair’s Names 


James Arness, star of the vid- 
film series, “Gunsmoke,” has been 
signed to appear at the Illinois 
State Fair, Springfield, Aug. 17. 
On the layout with him will be 
Dick Shawn, Dennis James, the 
Diamonds and the Duke Ellington 
orch. 

Opening night of the fair, Aug. 
9, will include Russell Arms, 
Brenda Lee, Bambi Linn & Rod 
Alexander, Mimi Benzell, the Vik- 
ings and the Hal McIntyre orth. 





Ee 


Ice Capades’ Imitation 


and outside talent. For example, 
| when the Jackie Gleason show was 
}on the air, the Morris office sup- 
|plied nearly the entire writing 
staff, despite the fact that MCA 
assembled the package. In the 
matter of names, the major 
(Continued on page 54) 


‘HOLIDAY ON ICE’ NABS 
HEFTY 1146 IN PORT. 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 6. 

“Holiday on Ice of 1957” grabbed 
a hefty $114,000 in eight evening 
performances at the Civic Stadium 
(24-31). The 15,000seater was 
scaled at $3. This is the third 
year the show has worked here 
and each year the take has im- 
proved. Run was cut to 8 days in- 
stead of the usual 10 due to pre- 
booking date of the Stadium. The 
new layout preemed here and now 
heads for runs in the mid-west. 

The ice spectacular was shown 
on a portable 60x140 tank and 
starred Allan Hayes Jenkins. Ore- 
{gon Sports Attractions promoted 
| the layout here. Show had a $60,- 
| 000 advance and had ideal weather 
| for the run. 











most | teenagers because of his disk clicks.|44Y to Thursday during her en- 

















Washington, Aug. 6. 

The House voted overwhelmingly 
Monday (5) to slash the 20% bite 
on nitery tabs to 10%. 

It was the first time supporters 
of the nightclub tax reduction had 
succeeded in getting a measure so 
far through Congress. The measure 
now goes to the Senate which is 
not expected to consider it until 
next year. 

The bill rolled easily through the 





Senate Not Likely to Act Before '58 
On House Bill to Cut 20% Nitery Tax 


| admissions tax usually applies. On | 
} 





‘into. the lineup when Dorothy for eight days. Agency also got 
| Squires cancelled out because of Eartha Kitt to make the same deal, 
| billing dispute, was also a major thus assuring the nitery of two 
hit. American Negro singer was weeks operation at a nut the spot 
| to second spot on the marquee. In addition to accepting condi- 
In support are Scottish comedian tions that meant a smaller salary, 
Jack Radcliffe, character comic,| Miss Raye, together with her per- 
Billy Russell, Edwards’ Bros., sonal manager and ex-husband Nick 
adagio dancers; Reg Conliffe, danc- ing the claim they had against the 
ing xylophonist, and Duncan's Lodge via a signed pay-or-play 
Collies. | contract which couldn't have been 
|consummated unless Miss Raye 
om 
Leonidoft Slates to the permission of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, agreed to 
a delay in posting the bond for her 
engagement. 
|same vein for the weekend busi- 
all The success of Miss Raye’s stand 
e OWS also has raised the question of 
whether Wildwood is completely a 
As part of Leon Leonidoff's bols- | record name city. Comedienne got 
Radio City Music Hall shows this| mond Beach Lodge which includ- 
fall—he has been longtime senior ed the quota of dress-ups instead 
producer at the Hall—he just con-|of the sports-shirt crowd that the 
|summated deals for a number of |diskers entice. Should Miss Kitt 
are a circus act he has slated for it’s likely to cause a reevalution 
the Xmas show. A Spanish trio|of Wildwood booking concepts. 
he caught in Madrid, Caracollillo | The Diamond Beach Lodge diffi- 
& Mari-Rosa, flamenco dancers, are culties were started with its ini- 
show. (There is an unbilled gui-|when it paid Frankie Laine $42,- 
tarist with the team). /000 for an ll-day engagement, a 
Two acts he saw at Paris’ Le|sum greater than he obtained in 
Lido, one of them actually an Las Vegas. Management never re- 
are slated for the Rockefeller Cen- | when the date of Ted Lewis and a 
ter showplace vaudfilmer, and/Calypso revue didn’t pull as an- 
Erich Brenn, German plate juggler ticipated, George James, represent- 
who has been signed for “Holiday |ing the club, was forced to drop 
Hall before going on tour. |policy. In an effort to keep the 
Leonidoff, incidentally, denies spot open for the remainder of the 
any connection with the new Ha-| season, he said he would attempt 
which The Sands in Las Vegas|lowing Miss Kitt, spot is to play 
(Jack Entratter & Co.) are plan-| the McGuire Sisters and Nat King 
ning for a December opening. All | Cole. 
Leonidoff did was to supervise 
| setup. Jack Cole has been signe 
to stage the Riviera shows. ‘H’ WOOD’ MUSICOMEDY 
Chicago, Aug. 6. 

Barnes & Carruthers has brought 
Le Roy Prinz to Chicago in connec- 
duction. 

Prinz brought the script and is 
directing “‘West-o-Rama.” This is 
the first time, said B&C prexy 
personnel has been so used by the 

also amounts paid for refreshments, | ¢.,i- show outfit. “The reason for 

services and merchandise. | 
a on | the move is that we wanted a book 
Moreover, the 20% rate applies potion td seleal comedy.” 
only where there is a combination ce Sees ee os. 
| reography for the cast of over 100. 
Chtertainment fs Peovided” the ocg| The. show opened. Monday (5) a 
: Ionia (Mich.) Free Fair with 
Douglas Kennedy and Brad John- 


| Fredye Marshall, who stepped | &@Sement. Miss Raye will be there 
| hooked after Miss Squires objected | Could afford. 
Canadian acrobats; Janik & Arnaut, Condos accepted stipulations waiv- 
took the smaller deal, and subject 
9 
O'seas Acts For ciisc,cvzc tes, 882 
tering of the stage segment of his|a new type of crowd into the Dia- 
|}imports. The Mascott Sisters (2) | hit the same attendance jackpot, 
set for the October-November | tial engagemen! of the season 
American turn, The Nitwits (10),|covéred from that initial loss, and 
On Ice,” will first appear at the|names and continue on advance 
vana (Cuba) Riviera, casino-nitery | to renegotiate the contracts. Fol- 
sist with the stage and mechanical | FAIR CIRCUIT’S 1ST 
tion with its latest fair circuit pro- 
|price paid for any admissions but Samuel J. Levy, that Hollywood 
‘of entertainment and the serving Paul Haakon handles the cho- 
son among the featured names, 





the other hand, where there is! 
| only the serving of food and bev-| 
erages, generally no tax is imposed. | 








Atlantie City, Aug. 6. 

A $500,000 patent infringement 
suit against Ice Capades Inc., cur- 
rent here, was filed by Dancing | 
Waters Inc., in Federal Court last 
Friday ‘2) in Trenton. lce Capades 
is charged with using fountain dis- | 
play identical to one patented by 
Dancing Waters. 


John H. Harris, president of the | 
ice show, is also charged with con- | 
spiring with Morris Chalfen, presi- | 
dent of “Holiday on Ice,” in get- 
ting auditoriums and theatres to 
drop use of the fountain displays | 
for a number of years after the | 





ice shows had appeared. j tax, its base includes not only the 


House, although its supporters had | criminates against the combination 
feared it might be wrecked in a| of food or beverages and entertain- 
squabble between the wets and ment since’ either, if provided 
drys over the liquor angle. | separately, is taxed at a lesser rate 
The Ways and Means Committee, | or is not taxed at all. 
which sent the bill to the floor, | “In addition, testimony before a 
acted because the 20% rate is| subcomittee of your committee has 
“discriminatory” and because it indicated that this discriminatory, 
has proved “a substantial deterrent | high rate of the cabaret tax has had 
to the employment of musicians a serious adverse effect on the em- 
and other entertainers.” ployment of musicians and other 
“In the case of the cabaret tax,” | entertainers.” 
explained the Ways and Means American. Federation of Musi- 
Committee, “the 20% rate is par-| cians has been campaigning hard 
ticularly onerous because, although | for such a bill via its 20% Tax 
this tax is classed as an admissions | Relief Committee directed by Hal 
| Ceyehon 


“Thus the present 20% tax dis- | Three Rivers’ Bookings 


The Three Rivers Inn Canastota, 


N.Y., near Syracuse, has lined up 
the bulk of its headliners for the 
| balance of the year. Already set 
are Olsen & Johnson, who opened 
yesterday (Tues.), Frank Parker, 
Aug. 16; Johnny Mathis, Aug 30, 
Jodie Sands, Sept. 11; Four Coins, 
Oct. 1; Will Mastin Trio starriag 
Sammy Davis Jr., Oct. 18; and 
Gordon McRae, Nov. 9. Other dates 
still being set. 

Spot, operated by Don Bruno, 
recently played the McGuire Sis- 
ters who set a record in their 10- 
day run. 


t 
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Concord-in-the-Catskills Sprouting 
Gigantic Cafe With Non-Guest Tab 


The “biggest nitery in the world” | 


is on the 

Catskill mountain resort location. 
The Concord Hotel, Kiamesha 
Lake, N. Y., is now blueprinting a | 


3,000-to-4,000 seat nitery on its | 
grounds. It would entail a struc: | 
ture 40 feet high so that a balcony | 


can be contained, and would be | 
more intimate than a one-story | 
structure 

At the same time, this inn is 
stretching its bankroll! to go after | 
turns such as Judy Garland and | 
Lena Horne for its Labor Day 
Weekend. During the past July 
holiday, the Concord had Tony | 
Martin, who got $4,000, and Jimmy | 
Durante with a $5,000 tab playing 
separate stands, This is the most 
expensive parlay ever to hit that 
part of the country, and talent buy- | 


er Phil Greenwald is hoping to 
create other bills of like calibre to | 


the holiday weekends. 


The construction of the 3,000- 
seater would end the tragitional | 
Catskill function of supplying en- | 


tertainment for guests only with | 
but a few outsiders present. Under | 
the projected plan, when the new 
nitery opens, hotel guests eons 
still be admitted free, but outsiders 
would be charged for the enter- | 
tainment. Whether it would be by 


minimums or through admissions 
hasn't been determined as yet. 

The present Concord nitery 
room, the Cordillion, which seats | 
1,700, is too small for the inn on 
holiday weeks and most weekends, | 
Under present plans, when the | 
new cafe site is completed, the 
Cordiilion will be broken up so} 


that half is added to the lobby and 
other hatf would go for bar and 
lounge space. 


Greenwald is banking on the} 


away, to make a 10:30 p.m. curtain 


drawing boards for a |Greenwald is mulling the feasibil- 


ity of doubling more headliners 
from video shows for. playdates at 
this spot. 

The hotel’s operator, Arthur 
Winarick, who developed the Con- 
cord from a small hotel to its pres- 
|ent status, has a passion for build- 


ing. The wags playing his hotel | 


describe his desire to build an in- 
door 


mountain and a_ private 
swamp. 

The 3,000-seater, expanded to 
seat 4,000 when seats are placed 
theatre style, is currently on the 
boards, an@ is a possibility for next 


season. 





REVIVAL OF BLUE LAW 


RAPS HOOSIER CAFES 


Chicago, Aug. 6 
Resuscitation of a 20-year-old 
State law is apt to mean drastic 
revision of operating policies or 
shuttering of Indiana show spots, 
according to Dick Shelton, Chi- 


cago v.p. of McConkey Artists 
Corp. 
The law prohibiting drinking 


and dancing in the same room has 
lain idle on the books for the last 
15 years, but operators are being 
denied renewal of annual licenses 
for their clubs now on the basis of 
this statute. General opinion asserts 
that “dry” elements in the state 


{are putting the pressure on offi- 


cials. : 
Among the spots affected are the 


| Embers, Ft. Wayne; the B&B, In- 


dianapolis, and Normandy, South 


| Bend. These spots operate on an 


entertainment budget of from $500 
to $2,000 per week. Shelton states 
a such measures as walling off 





fact that Miss Garland may be | dance floor or dropping music en- 

available for the Concord because | tirely are among the prospects 

she'll be in the area on her way to | faced by these clubs. 

Europe Miss Horne will be re- | 

hearsing for “Jamaica” on Broad- | ; 

way and thus also will be in the Casine Op Injured 

vicinits Toronto, Aug. 6 
Greenwald is now reaching for, Lou Appleby, owner-operator of 

° oat of a mone +4 | | the Casino Theatre in Toronto, was 

work the atskill resorts ex 

Sunday (4), for example, the Lionel blown 20 feet into the waters of 

Hampton band, current at the Ho- | Lake Simcoe near here when his | 

tel Waldorf-Astoria Starlight Roof, | $7,000 cruiser exploded and was 

N. Y., will take his entire crew to | ripped apart because of a faulty 

the Concord during its day off for | feedline. 


a one-nighter there. 
(28), Jackie Miles appeared on the 
Ed Sullivan Show, and then went 
by car 


On Sunday | 


Suffering head and leg burns, 


to the Concord, 100 miles ' His boat sank. 


Blue Angel Vacations 


The Blue Angel, N.Y., will take 
Labor Day period. Herbert Jacoby- 
Max Gordon spot will shutter Aug. 
25 and reopen Sept. 4 

Show which will inaugurate the 
fail season will include Carol Bur- 
nett who will be on her fourth | 
successivé show here. 


A.C. July Biz As Hot 
As Weather; Deposits 
Up 123% Over 1956 





Atlantic City, Aug. 6. 

Jerry Lewis, current at the 5 
Club, will be followed into that 
bistro Thursday (8) by the Mc- 


Dinah Washington 
started yesterday (5) at the Cot- 
ton Club. Billy Williams is held 
over for another week at Harlem. 
Guy Mitchell heads revue on Steel 


Guire Sisters. 


|Pier vaudeville stage Aug. 11 
through 17. 
Reflecting the best July _busi- 


ness in years, bank deposits, soared 
almost as high as the month's tem- 
peratures, showing substantial in- 
creases over figures for July of 
last year with the luxury tax 3% 
assessed on hotel room bills tobac- 
co sales and liquor sales receipts, 
ahead of 1956 for a first time this 
year. 

4 total of $119,956,975 was de- 
posited in the three banks on the 
island during July, an increase o 
$13,337,892 over the $106,619,083 
of July in 1956. It represents a 
hike of 12.5%. Deposits averaged 
nearly $5,000,000 daily for the 24 
full banking days in July. 

Tax collections here showed a 
good increase, largely due to the in- 
creased tax rate reflected in the 
new. year’s bills. Mercantile tax 
collections also zoomed for July as 
did parking meter collections 
showing that more people motorists 
were in the resort. - 

The figures substantiate the re- 
ports of various hotel and amuse- 
ment people here that July was a 
record month, for everyone in the 
area but the farmers, who have 
had no rain to speak of since early 
in June. 





Hub Fete Topper Resigns 

Boston, Aug. 6. 
Peter Temple, director of the 
cuffo Boston Arts Festival since 
1954, resigned Thursday (1). Dur- 
ing Temple's first year as director, 
the festival had a six-day program 
of art and music with an attend- 


| ance of 100,000. 
Appleby swam 70 yards to shore, | 
where he received a doctor's care. | 


It has grown to a 17-day exhib 
with this year’s attendance around 


'the 750,000 mark. 























GENE DEFORREST 
SF CALL BULLETIN 


“Meriting heavy applause is 
sensational new singer Fran 
Jeffries. A beautiful girl! 
and one of the freshest tal- 
ents seen in many a day.” 











DAVE SEIGEL 

PRODUCER 

THE CAL NEVA LODG® 

“Fran Jeffries did a sensa- 
tional job for me here at the 
Cal Neva and I predict this 
girl will soon be a star.” 


Exclusively 


Fairmount Hotel, San Francisco 


FRAN 
JEFFRIES | 


Currently 


BIMBO'S 365 CLUB 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Thanks Bimbo for the Return 
Engagements in 1958 and 1959 


MARK ANTHONY — ANN DEE 





IVAN PAUL 
THE SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER 


“Bimbo's 365 Clab has a 
snappy and one of his best 
shows. Fran Jeffries a very 
pretty girl makes auspicious 
debut in the big time.” 

















| 
its second. summer holiday over the | 


Al Rickard, booker of the Steel 


| Inside Stuff—Vande 


Pier for operator George A. Hamid, 


says that nobody dictates to him on his bookings, citing the fact that 
in the Pat Boone incident (Variety July 31) the only course taken was 


that which is called for normal! 


y in a pay or play contract. Not 


recognizing General Artists Corp. pitch for a 30-day clause, and refus- 


~~ to be deterred by any consid 


erations except that of playing the 


date, the Pier was ultimately paid $13,500 face value of the contract. 
| Because Boone was needed for the shooting of the recently released 


“Bernardine” and since no date co 


‘be needed for a second film, 20th- 
| “Although Hamid is prexy of GAC-Hamid, a GAC subsidiary, Rickard 
| contends that he is the booker of the theatre, and once he books, an 


4 


| 








act stays booked. 


uld be substituted because he would 
Fox shelled out that sum. 





Lake Club Reopening 


Springfield, Ill, Aug. 6. 


The Lake Club, local nitery cur- | 


rently closed for its annual sum- 
mer hiatus, will 
Bonifaces Hugo Giovagnali and 
Harold Henderson are seeking the | 
services of Joyce Taylor, Liberty | 


Records songstress and Howard) 
Hughes film starlet, as a “home-| 
coming” attraction for State Fair | 


week (Aug. 9-17). 

Miss Taylor, formerly of nearby 
Taylorville, Ill., made her profes- 
sional debut at the central Illinois 
supper spot four years ago. — 
gnali, also of Taylorville, was Mi 


Taylor’s legal guardian until rw 


became of age. 


MASS. FAIR SEASON 
OPENS THIS MONTH 


Boston, Aug. 6. 
The big fair season in Massa 
chusetts kicks off this month. 





Weymouth Fair opens Sunday (11) | 


and continues through Aug. 17. 
The Marshfield Fair is skedded for | 
Aug. 18-24. Both fairs will have | 
pari-mutuel horse racing. 

Weymouth Fair has inked for its | 
biggest midway with Joe Chitwood 
Daredevil Drivers headlining. East | 
Blackstone Fair opens Aug. 16. 
Topsfield Fair, with dog racing, is| 
set for Sept. 1-7 with Danny 
White’s Water Show. 

Brockton Fair, one of the biggest 


in the area, opens Sept. 8. The) 


Boston Herald, in cooperation with 
the Greater Brockton Development 
Commission, will sponsor an in- 
dustrial progress show at the fair. 


Puerto Rico’s Caribe 
And Condado Clickos 


By BILL ORNSTEIN 
San Juan, Aug. 6. 

Both the Condado Beach's Fiesta 
Room and the Caribe-Hilton’s 
Club Room have floor shows sand- 
wiched between dancing in the 
calypso manner on a par, if not 
better, than the Stateside stand- 
ards. Condado’s Fiesta Room has a 
minimum food and drink tab of 
$3 for week nights and $5 Satur- 
day and Sundays, while Caribe 
adds a cover charge of $1.50 for 
patrons looking in on the floor- 
show. 

Currently at the Condado are 
the local tv favorites Gaby, FoFo 
& Miliki, three freres who play 
concertinos, accordions, saxes and 
violins in unusual style and click 
big. Most of their song and comedy 
is in Spanish with a bit of English 
thrown in so as not to make the 
Stateside visitor not entirely un- 
aware of their humor. Rocio Ara- 
gon, sister of the trio, is a ver- 
satile Spanish dancer who does 
three numbers befcre one or two 
encores. Two orchestras furnish the 
musical side of the show, Pepito 
Torres and his Orquesto Siboney 
and Hector Narvez for dancing 
before and after the floorshow. 
One of the brothers plays two con- 
certinos at the same time for the 





highlight of the act. The specialty | 


would click in U.S. video. 

In the main spotlight at the 
Caribe are Felo & Bruno, labeled 
“spitfires at the piano” and very 
apropos. They intersperse their 
playing with songs in Spanish and 
English. Both are dynamic person- 
alities who win salvos of applause 
as they labor through the evening. 
This week the show is enhanced 
by The Charmonnaires, femme 
vocal trio from the states who open 
the show with half a dozen num- 
bers and register big. Additionally, 
there is Lucy Fabrey, Puerto Rico 
songstress, who puts a lot of effort 
into her song, mostly in Spanish, 
and finally winds up doing a num- 
ber with the two pianists for a 
socko finish. 





Florian Zabach 
stand at Fred Yezzi's Colony Club 
on Albany-Schenectady Road. 


reopen Aug. 9. | 


in for week's | 


| BELAFONTE BOFFO 946 
IN 3D WEEK AT GREEK 


Los Angeles, Aug. 6. 

Harry Belafonte chalked up a 
| smash $94,000 for final stanza of a 
| three-week run at the Greek Thea- 
ltre here which ended Sunday (4) 
night. Third frame was a seven- 
| performance affair. 

| Alfresco pit reopened tomorrow 
(Wed.) with the ballet, “Coppelia.” 


‘Stephen Rose Exits 
Concerts for Revion 


Stephen Rose, concert booker, 
has retired from that field and has 
joined the Revlon organization in 
an exec capacity. Rose, during the 
|past year or so, loomed large in 
the pop concert field having im- 
ported the Carabinieri Band of 
Rome, and toured several other 
shows. 

His major success in that field 
|was the Carabinieri tour, with 
other ventures failing to pay off as 
—— 


| Mary Kaye Trio’s Motel 


Lake Tahoe, July 30. 

| Mary Kaye Trio, long one of the 
\top attractions at Las Vegas, Reno 
jand Tahoe resorts, is going to have 
| its own place to play in next year. 

Act is buying property on the 
south shore of Lake Tahoe for the 
construction of a resort motel to be 
called Mary Kaye Mooncrest 
Lodge. Act will play there from 
time to time during respites from 
its regular nitery bookings. 

















AMERICA 


145 W. 47th St.. New York City 
(New Owner- Alr, Conditioning 
Management) ‘Avaliable : 
* 
* 


@ ALL os NEW Suites with 
FURNITURE Kitehenette 


@ROOMS WITH 
PRIVATE BATH te Cote ts 


@ PARKING ON 
SAME STREET 


50° 712 
COlumbus 
Single Double 5-6300 
SOI ICI III III IIH 


KEN BARRY 


Call: 

















|f Beach; Aug 
GLEN PARK CASINO, Buffalo. 
Met: STUART & WILL WEBER, 
New York 











“THE COMEDIAN” 


e Only R Month! 
PROFESSIONAL “Gas SERVICE 
THE LATEST — THE GREATEST — 
THE MOST-UP-TO-DATEST 
Now in its 84th issue, containing 


stories, one-liners, 
titles, hecklers, audience stuff, mone 


current issue, $15 yearly — 2 
$28 — 3 years — — Single Copies 
$2.00 — NO C.0.D 
BILLY oasis 
200 W. 54 St. New York 19 
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Dear Jerry: 


If the Carter Barron Amphitheatre had 
been under roof you'd have blown it all 
the way to the capitol with that capital 
performance of yours. It was a record-breaker 
that found the critics reaching for their 


adjectives instead of their hats. 





HERE’S WHAT 
THEY SAY 


about your 
Washington tour — 









“JERRY LEWIS PACKED THE 
CARTER BARRON AND ROCK 
CREEK ROCKED... JERRY 
DOES IT UP BROWN.” 


Richard L. Coe 
Washington Post 
& Times-Herald 

























“UNACCUSTOMED AS | AM 
TO ROLLING IN THE AISLES, 
JERRY LEWIS ALMOST 
BROUGHT IT ABOUT... AN 
EXPLOSIVE ENTERTAINER... 
LAUGH COUNT IS AT LEAST 
AS HIGH AS THE DECIBEL 
COUNT.” 








WE SAY— Our “Lid” is off to you, Jerry ... for a thrilling 
engagement. You'll never know how we're looking forward to next 
summer, and watching you “blow the top” off the tops in these 
records you set— 


Harry MacArthur er t 
ae ag * Top attendance record in his- oi a " 
tory of Carter Barron-—31,694 in 7 
performances 





“JERRY LEWIS IS KILLING 

THE PEOPLE .. . HAS INFI- 
NITE FINESSE . . . THE MUL- 
TITUDE EATING FROM HIS 


* Top gross in history of Carter 
Barron—$80,987.05 for 7 perform- 


ances 

HAND ... SHOW IS A ; 
SMASHER.”’ , 

, eamtaiie= ‘ay * Top public acclain in a tre- 

ae roam wg mendovs performance SX SUPER ATTRACTIONS, INC. 

News 

Gratefully Yours, - + 
. of 4 Ta w« A bib 3 
Do +4 | ach 


Irvin and Izzy Feld 
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Vande, Cafe Dates 


| Martin Bros., Johnny Conrad Dan- 
}eers (3) on Palmer House bill for 
Sept. 5-Oct. 2... Rom MacAdan 
and Heller & Helene at Lake Club, 
Springfield, Aug. 9-18 . . . Mario 











New York 


Eartha Kitt cancelled out of the 
Jan. 6 date at the Cafe de Paris, 
London .. . Jerry Lee Lewis and 
David Gardner pacted to the Wil- 


liam Morris Agency . ... Vie Botti) Lozer and Dan Gardi at New Star- 
has joined the Milt Morrison) qust Club, Wichita, Aug. 12, for 
Agency . . . Jane Froman set for|two weeks .. . Paul Gray set for 
Blinstrub’s, Boston, Nov. Ot ce i a Bimbo’s, S. F., for three weeks, 
Joe E. Lewis has been assigned the Aug. 15... . Johnny Hartman pact- 


Christmas opening day at El oq for two weeks at Roberts Show 





Rancho, Las Vegas. Lounge here starting tonight 
—— — (Wed.) . . . Di Mara Sisters (3) 
Chi inked for three weeks at Bimbo's, 
icago S. F., Sept. 5. 
Eddie Rich currently at am 
Supper Club, Detroit... Allen & 
De Wood set for Chase Hotel, St. Hollywood 
Louis, Sept, 6, for two frames to Ricky Layne set by Abby Gresh- 
be followed by Steve Lawrence, ler to headline the San Mateo 
Sept. 23, also for two weeks . . .| County Fair Aug. 3-4-5-6 .. . Pa- 
Jo Anne Miller, Bobby Lewis,| tience & Prudence, moppet sing- 





ing team and (daughters of song- 
writer Mark McIntyre) 
‘appear in Ken Murray’s “Black- 
outs” show at Las Vegas’ Riviera, 
starting Aug. 15 .. . Dorothy Col- 
|lins starring in “Wizard of Oz” at 





Cameo Record Star 


CHARLIE GRACIE 


Currently 


HIPPODROME 


LONDON, ENG. 
and 


Touring British Isles 


Booking Direction 
Bernie Rothard 


|Louis . . . Betsy Duhcan’s option 
picked up at the Slate Bros, Club 
. . . Cocoanut Grove picked up 
Freddy Martin’s option again, 
through the Gordon MacRae en- 
gagement which opens Aug. 28... 
Nat (King) Cole opens a two-week 
|stand at the 500 Club, Atlantic 
City, Aug. 16. . . Gogi Grant wiil 
appear on the bill with the Ritz 


Aug. 8. 


‘Cops Film Strip Show 





2 Then Pinch Kaboodle 
Se Rovian Orc a] 


Fresno, Cal., Aug. 6. 
{ Three strippers, their manager, 
the theatre owner and the burly 





ia Sa 


CAPPELLA 


PATRICIA 


Now 7th Week | 
| 


| last week at the start of a bur- 
lesque show's run. 
lating a city 
stripping and against bumps and 
| grinds were: 

Dee Darlin, Frances Roberta 
James and Jeanne Ford Carley. 
Jailed for also violating the anti- 














producer, and Fred Ernst Balto, 
the strippers’ manager. 

Cops took films of the show be- 
fore moving in. 


Detroit D.J. Promotes 
Domino-Williams Show 
Detroit, Aug. 6. 
Mickey Shorr, WXYZ-TV disk 
| jockey, will present a “Star Spec- 
|tacular,” with Fats Domino and 





at the 


OPERA THEATRE 


Buenos Aires, Argentina 
| 2,050-seat Shubert for seven days 
= == beginning Aug. 16. Others in the 
ccnatae show are Paul Anka, Ann Cole, 
mMosS ennaee PHOTOS Velours, Jo Ann Campbell, Lee An- 
For PAT BOONE drews & the Hearts, The School- 
@ueilty pacles ln quantile, ae low 68 | boys and the Delroys. Tickets are 
le each. Por puoticity vurpoess con | scaled up to a $3.30 top. 
Oe ae ee oe | The 2,700-seat Riviera, mean- 
}time, relights Aug. 25 with the 


PHOTO SERVICE 
350 W. S0th St. NY 199) Jorry Lewis show in for two weeks. 
| Tickets are scaled up to $5.95 tops. 























PL 7-3520 
A en arene ea —— 

















RON URBAN 


Presenting 
Pastels 





Casino Parisien 


HAVANA 


Thanks fo 
Merle Jacobs 
Norma Serrano 
Selma Marlow 





Availability: 


DANNY GRAHAM 203 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 








inked to} 


|the Municipal Auditerium in St. | 


| Bros. at the Flamingo, Las Vegas, | 


| visit 


| show's producer were arrested here | 


Accused of vio- | 
ordinance against | 


strip ordinance were Ben Naka-| 
mura, who leased his theatre for | 
| the show; Harold Darby, the show’s 


| the Billy Williams Quartet, at the | 





N.Y. Cafe Owner ‘Insulted,’ |j 


Sues Eartha for 2006 


An eastside N. Y., nitery, the Af- 
rican Room, filed suit last week in 
the N. Y. Supreme Court, asking | 
singer | 


$200,637 damages from 
Eartha Kitt. Harold Kanter, own- | 
er of the spot, claims that Miss 
Kitt and a party including filmster 
John Ireland, held up the spot to 
ridicule in front of other patrons, 
called the room a clip joint and 
slapped him as well 

It’s claimed that Miss Kitt’s 
party ordered champagne and 
when tab came to $137, Miss Kitt 


accused the owner of hiking checks 
on them. Ireland ultimately made 
arrangements with his hotel to pay 
the bill when spot refused to ac- 
cept a check. Kanter is seeking 
$150,000 damages and $50,000 for 
the assault | 


Sweeties in Saugus Sore 
At Solons’ Specification: | 
No Martinis in Bikinis | 


Saugus, Mass., Aug. 6. 

There'll be no boozing in bikinis 
in Saugus, says the board of select- | 
men, which exacted a pledge from | 
bartenders not to serve femmes | 
clad in shorts, strapless bathing | 
suits or trunks and bra attire. 
The action, now being protested, | 
by the town femmes, started when | 
the chairman of the board of select- | 
men, John J. Bucchiere, decided | 
that femmes indulging in long cool | 
ones should have more on than | 
;when they're in bathing. 
He ordered a police sergeant to 
all niteries, cafes, bars and 
intimers, and draw a pledge from | 
the spots that there will be no} 
serving of under-clad femmes. | 
Saugus distaffers are planning a| 
protest at the next sesh of the | 
board on August 12. | 





Club Cairo, Chi, Pays 


| 


Revenooers, Reopens 


Chicago, Aug. 6. 
| Club Cairo, one of the last vaude | 
outlets on Chicago's far north side, 
was closed last week for non-pay- 
ment of Federal taxes. However, 
owner Bill Anastos was able to 
round up the needed cash to re- 
open, but he had to assure his 
| sources of being able to book hyp- 
notist Ted Boyer for the opening. 
| Settlement was made at Internal 
| Revenue offices yesterday (Mon.) 
and Boyer, who was released from 
|his contract with the Chez Paree 
| where he has been playing, signed 
for the opening four weeks. 
| Boyer had been headlined at the 
| Cairo for two and one-half years 
previous to his Chez engagement. 
| Also on the Cairo bill will be the 
| Cheerful Earfulls. 


ee 








|  Vaudeo Whirl 


— Continued from page 51 jaa 
|agencies must call on the other 


| large offices to fill guestshot re- 
quirements. P 
Vaudeo headliners are doing an 
increased number of reciprocal 
|deals which eliminates some book- 
ing control from the various per- 
centeries. It’s also been argued 
that there aren’t enough valid 
headliners around to meet require- 
ments, thus variety acts, no matter 
with whom they are signed, will 
be wielding the upper hand this 
season 

The buying season for the vau- 
deo acts has started very early. 
Pacts are being issued far into the 
fall for guest shots. For example, 
bulk of the Patrice Munsell guests 
have already been signed for the 
fall season. Perry Como has 
bought Jackie Cooper for Nov. 23. 
and it’s becoming evident that all 
the major shows will be seeking 
appropriate guests, no matter with 
what office they are affiliated. 

The practice of Ed Sullivan of 
buying one cafe act for several 
shows throughout the season is 
likely to be picked up by other 
layouts in order to insure enough 
talent, according to the agencies. 
Of course, the agency controlling 
a show would like to place its own 
roster of acts to the exclusion of 
those signed to other offices. How- 
ever, it's been pointed out that the 
demand for top variety talent far 
exceeds the supply and with vid 
headliners having the right of veto, 
it won't matter much to which 
agency an act is pacted in order 





| to be the samba ballads which have | 


by colorful music 


oun | WALTON 
Ee, | 
|ORNULF AND DOROTHEA and 
OISETH 
Folk Dance 7 
60 Mins. 





New Acts 


DICK FARNEY colorful of all n. c’s. Three of the 
Songs | numbers were spring dances—not 
Byline Room, N. Y. | seasonal dances but ones requiring 
Dick Farney, who appeared in|a great deal of bucolic acrobatics. 
the U. S. some years ago in radio, A fourth was a Gangar from Setes- 
has since become a name in his/dal, danced with Skinnbrok pants 
native Brazil, where his family is} (eather in the crotch, seat and in- 
w.k. in show biz and cultural cir-|side of trousers). But the Tresko- 
cles. He's trying in the U. S. again, | dans got the biggest laughs and the 
and it’s evident that he can make} biggest band. 
it on the intime circuit, at least. All melodies were from districts 
Farney at the piano, backed by|represented in dances and played 
a bass and drummer who were at! by violinist Londal who was also 
the Byline Room with Eddie Hey-|!" costume. ; 
wood, is a pleasant and ingratiat-| The final dance is called Halling 
ing performer. His pianistics show | Doll Dorthea stands on a chair and 
some original and effective musical | holds Oiseth’s hat on a pole. It 
figures with a respect for beat and | i$ his job to high-kick it off the 
similarly | pole—this being a favorite symbol 








melody His _ singing : 
lshows originality, being concerned’) Of a successful country See. 
primarily with melodic and lyrica] | He boots it into the audience for 
content. Farney’s specialty seems | 4 round of applause, 


It’s a class act. Scul. 











a strong and sexy beat surrounded 


Eminently suited for the intimes, 
he can expand into larger areas 
With his background of cafes, 
disks, and films in Brazil, he could 
serve in similar U. S. situations. 
Jose. {% 





WYOMA WINTERS 
Songs 
25 Mins. 
Hotel Muehlebach, K. C. 
Continuing its policy of budg-' 
eted shows during the Joe Reich- 
man orch’s tenure, the Muehlebach 
has brought in songstress Wyoma 
Winters for the f6rtnight, her first 
entree here. The hotel got a con- 
siderable buy aside from a light 
marquee value, for Miss Winters 
is an attractive brunette who han- 
dles a song with know-how and 
stamps it with her own style of 
timing and phrasing. Through 10 
numbers and nearly 25 minutes 
she kept the Terrace Grill patrons 
well on her side and bowed off to 
a hearty hand. ba : 
Miss Winters has a special ap- — 
proach to each song, intermixing 





SMASH HIT | 


THE GLAMOROUS NEW 
HOTEL & 


AVERY 


Show folks are raving about the 
all new Hotel Avery. All new, large, 
beautifully furnished deluxe rooms : 
with private bath and television. 
Many Air Conditioned. 


| i 
- AVERY & WASHINGTON STS. 1 











some better known numbers with 
other proven, if lesser known, 
songs all in unusual arrangements. 





Norsk Folk House, Oslo 

This is a fast hour-long act of 
seven dance numbers in various 
native costumes ‘played in a 
“nitery” on a circular outdoor 
dance floor. Due to summer day- 
light till 10 p.m. no spots were 
needed for the act. Norsk Folke- 
museums Restaurant has facilities | 
for indoor and outdoor dining and | 
entertainment, but dancers worked | 
outdoors on evening caught. 

Oiseth is a great dancer with | 
acrobatic nipups that would hardly | 
be found in average peasant’s rep- | 
ertorie. His wife is beautiful, ma- | 
ture and an easy dancer compared | 
to his springbok antics. 

They have one pantomime dance | 
which runs about four minutes | 
that would be welcome in any 
land and would enhance a show! 
like Ed Suilivan’s which must be} 
getting tired of novelty acts which | 
are no longer novelties. It’s called | 
Treskodans, (Wooden Shoe Dance) 
is a comic and warm wooing coun- 
try-jake’s making a play for a 
beautiful doll. She rejects his an- 
tics-and he stamps on her foot. 
Having reduced her to tears he 


MARIONETTES 


Eighth Return Engagement to 
Seymour Weiss’s 
Blueroom 
The Roosevelt Hotel 


New Orleans 
This Time Last Year 


CASINO DELLE ROSE 
ROME, Italy 














SUMMER SPECIAL! 
FUN-MASTER 
PROFESSIONAL 
COMEDY MATERIAL 
35 gag files ONLY $15.00 
plus $1 for postage 
@00D TILL SEPT. Ist ONLY 
OUR MONTHLY SERVICE 
“THE COMEDIAN”—$15 per year 


“How te Master the Ceremonies” 
A Million $ lesson for $3 


ng leads for forgiveness, gets it r copy 
a then turns shy. It’s up to her Also available: Parody s— 
to do the wooing now. She suc- Black jooks—Minstrel Budget— 


5 
opedi Classifi 
ceeds and they dance to a happy 4 eer COD. ca ee 














finale. 1 N 
For this dance they wore Har- |} 200 w. on ee. Circle 7-1130 
danger native costumes, the most ae 


CAB CALLOWAY 


After Playing 103 CONSECUTIVE Weeks 


GONE FISHIN’ 
Resuming August 18 
ED SULLIVAN SHOW, CBS-TV 


Mg? BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broedway, New York 


The DEEP RIVER BOYS 


Starring HARRY DOUGLAS 
9th International Tour 


Currently 
CHAT NOIR, 
CASINO THEA., Oslo Merway 


Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
Pers. Mgr: ED KIRKEBY 
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to get in on the vaudeo bonanza. 
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VARIETY Says... 
“A WINNER ALL THE WAY” 







cn from 
‘ \ +s ws want ® 
aL “A we 10 
4a eb ea pntre 19 TRUDE ADAMS 
4% #9 Songs 
on augv® 25 Mins. 






Fontainebleau, Miami Beach 

“Tall, slender, appealing Trude 
Adams’ entry into the big cafe cir- 
cult makes the stop with strong im- 
pact in a class room that has played 
the best in al! schools of thrushing. 
The act staged fc Miss Adams is 
a shrewdly devised one that serves 
her varied stylings to bring wut a 
simple, tongue-in-cheek approach 
on her specials; captures the full 
range of a throaty contralto and, 
overall, projects a shrewdly self- 
effacing manner that heightens the 
sum effect on her auditors. The 
build is a constant one, raising 
clamorous payoff ‘and bring-back 
demands. 

“General stage deportment in 
the easy approach, keeps her a 
winner all the way. She's a bet 
for the class spots and a natural 
for the video-guesting route.” 
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GEORGE BOURKE 
Miami Herald 


Trude’s a smooth showman, 

“If first impressions are anything—and they have to be when 
they reflect such charm and talent as Miss Adams has—she will 
be working Miami Beach's top spots just as often as her sched- 
ule will permit. 

“She has to be seen and heard to be believed. She is almost 
devoid of any theatricalism and yet she is prime showmanship 
in the relaxed manner in which she excites and relaxes her 
audience with everything from operatic arias te saucy special 
material numbers. 

“She also offers the current standards though they are far 
from standard as Adams expresses them.” 





PAUL M. BRUUN 
Miami Beach Sun 


“Trude Adams, making her first appearance in these parts. 
swept on stage in a white bouffant gown that did credit to a 
lovely face and figure. 

“Miss Adams has a voice with a vibrant quality ... a mag- 
nificent voice. She should be a big hit with audiences all over, 
because she has an appealing youthful look—like a college coed. 
She expresses as much with her hands, arms, legs and face as 
she dves with her voice.” 


TRUDE 
ADAMS 


Musical Director, Arrangements and Special Material NORMAN MARTIN 





, VIBRANT ” 





TT 








Just Concluded 


FONTAINEBLEAU, sin: seus 


(Booked to Return in the Fall) 





Technical Advisor: AL STEVENS . Personal Management: PHIL FARRELL, Americas Bldg., Radio City, New York 
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RKO Palace's Swan-Song Vaudfilmer; 
Into Straight Pix After 8 Years 


By JOE COHEN 
The Palace will end its stage- 


show run tomorrow (Thurs.) after 
a tenure of a little more than eight 
years. Vaudeville has come and 
gone at what was once the fore- 


most variety house in the country 
—the eptiome of every vauder’s 
ambition. With each revival and 


each demise there were economic | 
conditions that created the situa-| 


tion ie dition in the RED 
counting 
end of the latest stageshow revival 
at this house 

However, the treasurer’s office 
only reflects a host of other condi- 
tio: be thot vaucde ‘a 
had become the least creative of 
the theatrical arts. Even if vaude- 
ville could create enough new 
values, it wouldn’t be long before 


other fields would outbid the fami- | 


ly time vaude.- An act does better 
financially in cafes, where he does 
only half the shows he would in a 
theatre. And on television, it’s 
on fo 

ling his weekly cafe salary. So the 
great acts work elsewhere, and the 
new acts that play the Palace can’t 
draw enough at the wickets. 

The latest incarnation of the 
Palace wasn't bigtime, although 
booker Dan Friendly thought along 
bigieague lines even with a puny 
budget thet con'dn’t boy ore im 
portant nitery act. Friendly ex- 
ercised a lot of tact and judgment 
on the bill, took chances on new 
talent and persuaded agents to let 
representative acts work at a lesser 


one s 





Palace, N. Y. 

Berk & Hallow, Torrini & Phyl- 
lis, Stanley Burns, Los Gatos (3), 
Lee Sullivan, Dolinoff & Raya Sis- 
ters (4), Jay Marshall, Bud Carloel 
& Rose; “Run of the Arrow” (UI) 
reviewed in Varrery May 29, '57. 


salary. But a sufficient amount of 
new talent never came up. 

The closing bill makes par for 
course—and a little better. Jay 
Marshall has been around the cir- 
cuit in some top cafe situations. He 
has an easily assimilated vein of 
comedy, an ingratiating manner, 
and a knack of getting ahead of the 
audience. 

Lee Sullivan, who tenors in the 
best Irish tradition, has been in 
legit musicals aad films. He’s an 
experienced hand before audiences 
and .turns out highly acceptable 
products with a medley of lullabies 
providing an excellent closer. 

A turn of technical excellence 
is Stanley Burns, who conflicted a 
bit with Marshall inasmuch as both 
use dummies in their turns. Burns, 
although needing material, manip- 
ulates his two manikins excellently. 
A new bit is a puppet which is con- 
trolled electronically offstage. The 
illusion created in this respect puts 
an additional zinger into the act. 

Dolinoff & the Raya Sisters (4) 
were on the reovenine bill at the 
Palace eight years ago, and also 
are on hand at the exercises closing 
the policy. It’s one of the stronger 
illusion turns in the business. The 
quartet do seemingly impossib’e 
stunts in black clothing while 
lights, shining on the audience, ob- 
scure the modus operandi, 

In their usual spot when playing 
the Palace are Berk & Hallow, who 
provide a fast opening tap turn. 
Torrini & Phyllis start with magic 
and finish with a chalk talk in 
which his illustrations become 
something else when inverted. 

Los Gatos (3) give an excellent 
exhibition of acro work. 
breeze through a series of three- 
highs and some trick hand-to-hand- 
ing for fine results. Bud Carlell 
& Rose display okay faney roping. 
Cardet! does some precision slicing 
with 
ning tricks, while Rose holds up 
small objects. Latter would look 
better in skirts than in shorts. 

Per usual, Nick Francis is in 
the pit and gives aid and comfort 
to the various turns. 

Of course, the economic wheel 
may turn again and there may be 
some new acts around that want 
showcasing on Broadway. In this 
respect, it's possible that the house 
may be like the late Sir Harry Lau- 
der who was always coming back 
for a farewell tour. 

One thing is certain about this 
house, it has built up a large and 
loyal following from among tke 
olgsters, who remember the gol:ien 
days and perhaps relive some mo- 


rooms again dictate the) 


a stipend equ .!-| 


They | 


the whips for applause-win- | 


{ments of the former Palace glory 
To many of them it was like a 
home, and to many acts it was like 
a home, and to many acts it was 
Broadway at last, even if it didn’t 
lead further up the ladder. For 
the few hundred acts that played 
here annually, the Palace repre 
sented a hope that they might be 
seer, and liked by some important 
impresario. To agents and bookers 
it was a showcase that would de 
|termine whether an act should get 
a video shot or a cafe date. ‘T\ 
show business, even at this staie, 
it performed an important fune- 
tion. Its switch to a straight pic 
policy leaves a lot of people home 
less, 


History of the Palace 

The Palace opened on two-a-day 
March 24, 1913, with a bill compris 
ing The Palace Girls, Ota Gygi, La 
Napierkowska, “Speaking to 
Father,” a skit by George Ade with 
Wilton Pollack; a flash act The 
Eternal Waltz; McIntyre & Harty 
| Taylor Holmes, Four Vanis. Hy 
'Mayer and Ed Wynn. Sarah Bern 
{hardt started a three and a hal! 
| week run on May 5. She insisted 
j}on being paid her fee $500 after 
{each performance—in gold Her 
leading man was Lou Tellegen. W 


C. Fields and Owen McGivney 
joined her show on May 19. Fritizi 
Scheff headlined Sept. 1, 1913 


Bigtime vaudeville continued for 
more than 19 years. 


| Famous runs at that theatre in- 
cluded Frank Fay, 8 weeks, in 1926; 
| Lou Holtz, Lyda Roberti and Wil! 
| liam Gaxton, 8 weeks, 1931. Kate 
|Smith joined that show during its 
| fourth week and remained to the 
| end. Eddie Cantor, George Jes- 
}sel and Burns & Allen headed a 
| nine-week layout ending Dec. 26, 
| 1931. The last straight vaude bil! 
| began July 8, 1932 with columnist 
|Louis Sobol headlining. A com- 
| bination picture and vaudeville 
| policy until Nov. 12, 1932, and Ed- 
| die Cantor's pic, “Kid from Spain” 
| started a straight film policy until 
| Jan, 7, 1933. 
| Continuous vaudefilm policy 
started Feb, 11, 1933 and remained 
/until 1935. There was no vaude- 
ville at the Keith-Albee flagship 
until May 29, 1949, when the pres- 
;ent policy started. First bill com- 
| prised Marge & Karr, The Chords, 
|Norman Evans, Marvellos, Cook & 
| Brown, Jerry Wayne, Lorraine & 
|Rognan, Dolinoff & Raya Sisters, 
| with “Canadian Pacific” on screen. 
| Lillian Roth played the Palace dur- 
jing one of its anniversary shows. 
| The Palace reverted to two-a-day 
‘on Oct. 16, 1951, with Judy Gar- 
|land occupying the second half of 
the bill. First half comprised The 
| Langs, Doodles & Spider, Smith & 
| Dale, Giselle & Francois Szony, 
and Max Bygraves. This layout 
| ran for 19 weeks. 
Lauritz Melchior headlined the 
second two-a-dayer with Ben Blue, 
| Jean Carroll, Les Compagnons de 
|la Chanson, Chandra Kaly, Andre, 
| Andre & Bonnie and Billy Wells & 
| Four Fays. 
/Olsen & Johnson, 








| Jose Greco, 


/Bunin Puppets. Betty Hutton 
played the house twice, and after 
i lapse, during which time the 
{house resumed four-a-day, Danny 
| Kaye opened for a 16-week run on 
April 26, 1953. Kaye played 135 
| performances and grossed $893,000. 
| Judy Garland’s second visit was 
|okay b.o. and Jerry Lewis’ recent 


Third card comprised | rt 


| Jackie Miles, Rudy Cardenas and | * 
| rentals, 


{It's a 


| 
i 
' 
' 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


} 


, Florida 


\try ended the two-a-day. There's) 


the possibility that Lewis may play | 


the house again around Christmas 
time. Even Jack Benny has ex- 


| but only for a limited engagement 


Empire, Glasgow 
Glasgow, Aug. °2 
Jack Radcliffe (with Helen Nor 
man and Billy Dick), Chas. Me 
Devitt & Skiffle Group (4) with 
| Nancy Whiskey; Terry Dene & His 
Dene-Aces (3), Bill Wareham & 
Marcia, Sally Logan, Shane & 
| Lamar, Bobby Dowds Orch. 
| Here’s a mixed layout, blending 
|the established in vaude with the 
| latest from skiffle and rock ’n’ roll 
|A longtime Scot comedian, Jack 
Radcliffe, does emceeing chores 
and appears successfully in com- 
|edy sketches with his foils Helen 
|Norman and Billy Dick. In tim- 
ing, attack and poise, Radcliffe 
shows value of experience and 
| pleases the outfronters with home- 
ly comedy in racy vein, He is best 
as a typical Glasgow drunk argu- 


|a large seater of about 1,500 ca- 
pressed the desire to play here, 


| capacity than Las Vegas, and could 
|return New York to a premiere 


ing with a smart man-of-the-world 
type. 
In contrast, the Chas. McDevitt 
Skiffle Group, while pleasing the 
ardent skiffle fans, lacks in stage) 
showmanship and all-round enter-| 
tainment value. Group gives out in| 
tunes like “Every Day of the 
Week,” “I’m Satisfied with My 
Girl,” ete., but shapes as better to 
listen to wa disks than to watch. 
Nancy Whiskey, much-publicized 
folk chirper, who’s shortly going | 
solo, gives out with “Green Back} 
Dollar” and “Freight Train,” but} 
has only average impact. } 
Bill Wareham & Marcia, mixed} 
twosome, offer clever balancing act | 
against a toymaker’s set. Male, a| 
New Zealander, has only one Ieg, | 
and merits all the more palming| 
as customers note his pin leg. 
Sally Logan, teenager thrush, is 
sweet as she vocalizes “Getting to| 
Know You,’ “I Give You The} 
World” and “Oh, My Beloved Fa-| 
ther.” Shane & Lamar are stylish 
girl dancers who open both seg-; 
ments 


In the modern 





music section, 


Terry Dene, backed by the Dene- 
Aces (bass, drums, guitar), is a 
new English kid registering via 


disk and tv appeal. He will need | 
to liven up his act considerably to| 
retain his impact. As is, youth has | 











talent but adopts a too-lazy ap-| 

proach in projecting his person-| 

ality, such as it is. 

Showbacking by Bobby Dowds 

orch is okay, Gord. 
B’way Bistros 

=a Continued from page | eee 





starting Oct. 9. He’s contemplating | 
a name policy, with deal on for 
Jackie Miles to preem the spot. 

In addition, the Manhattan Hotel 
(ne Lincoln), also being renovated 
and modernized for September oc- 
cupancy by Webb & Knapp, will 
have an entertainment room, policy 
of which is still to be decided. It’s 
anticipated that the spot will have| 
more than a name band policy,| 
which was the mainstay of the old 
Lincoln hotel. 





Of course, the Latin Quarter | jf 


would still be on the Stem with | 
its 550-600 seats, and Birdland is 
still around for jazz devotees. 

Such an influx of cafes would in- 
duce others to open in the rea. 
distinct possibility that 
should all these cafes open, that 
the old Diamond Hoseshoe in the 
Paramount Hotel could suddenly 
find new tenants. 

Theatres Would Welcome 

Broadway theatres have long 
contended that they are handi- 
capped by a small number of cafes. 
More niteries would make the Stem 
a more important nightclub centre, 
and this would pull a greater 
amount of patronage both from in- 
dividual and party trade as well as 
the package tours. 

The Webb & Knapp deal with 
Walters looms as the most impor- 
tant facet of the deal, It’s a mu- 
tually beneficial item. The base- 
ment of any structure is not nor- 
mally rented with ease. Thus Webb 
& Knapp with an initial investment 
of about $50,000 would get a $40,- 
000-plus annual tenant for 21 years, 
thus quickly amortizing its invest- 
ment. At the same time, the build- 
ing makes itself more important 
ground level store tenants, 
which could reflect itself in higher 


Walters, meanwhnfe, has a ready- 
built situation for a minimum in- 
vestment. It’s likely that he'll call 
the new nitery the Cafe de Paris, 
same label that he’s using in his 
spot. The 1,600-seater 
would be the Jafgest in Manhattan, 
only somewhat smaller than the 
Town & Country Club, Brooklyn. 

Later’s negotiations for the Ar- 
cadia Ballroom would also result in 


pacity. Between all these spots 
Broadway would have a greater 





position in the nightclub world. 





VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF AUGUST 17 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
whether full or split week 
Letter in parentheses Indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Mossy 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner 











Latin Quarter Ernest Schoen Ore 
Szonys Harold Sandler 


NEW YORK CITY 





. . ial Jack Durant Paul Mann 
Music Halil (?) 8 | Mario Alverez “ ~e 
Rockettes Enrique Montoya eee Matson Di ba +] Barn 
Conrad Ludlow Virginia Morrison Debs or 550 S ic! ie P: 
Wes Harrison Nancy Lee Parker Gillian Gr ; cm arker 
George Carl Manuel Del Toro Siena 9 Ed Sait 
op Roxy (7) ”» Skating Squires Chic James Jodie Carter 
fn vag ae Mca Penge al Syncopated Waters | Joel Shaw Orc 
— a y zo Lombarai Ore Village Vengueré 
arlowe Ore Modern Jazz Quar' 
AUSTRALIA Park Sheraton | Bil, ‘Evans 
Jan August Waldorf-Astoria 
MELBOURNE )Boys of Mexico Spark Thurman Count Basie 
Tivoli (T) 5 }2 Earls Viennese Lantern | Sarah Vaughan 
Johnny Lockwood | Christine & Moll Rita Dimitri j Haitian Ders 
Bobby Limb | Lebrac & Bernice Yasuko Bela Babai Ore 
Dawn Lake | Bobby Gonzales 
Les Thaika | Delicados 


CHICAGO 

Biack Orchid 
Larry Storch 
Abbey Lincoln 


Williams & Shand 
Buster Fiddess 
Nina Cooke 
Brenda Rowe 
Frank Ward 


Medlock & Marlowe 
Balladinis 

Billy Rayes 

Darryl Stewart 
Johnay O'Connor 


“Ice Review Spec” 
Glenn & Colleen 
Miss Lucille 





Edit Juhasz Della Vance Ocie Smith Jo Ann McGowan 
Alwyn Leckie Dionne Vail Bive Angel Ros Pettinger 
Continentals MANILA “Calypso Fiesta” Bill Christopher 
Rae Morgan Opera House (T) 5 | Princess Abilia & Gil Shepard & De 
Pamela Godso Katherine Dunham King Christian Soto Sisters () 
Olivia Dale 0. Lord fael Paul Gibbon & 
2 Dancing Boys SINGAPORE Lord Calypso Sully Kothman 
Rudas Dancers Cathay (T) § Prince Pablo, Lady | Fred Napier 
SYDNEY Darvas & Julia elena Lady | Norman Crider 
Tivoli (T) § BANGKOK Blanca Tune Tattlers (4) 
Peter Brough (T) Roger McCall Charlie Fisk Ore 
Ronald Chesney Banks & Demuth Al D’Lacy Ore Gate of Horn 
ease th — @ 5 wy 
y Hacket o Mapes 
BRITAIN Carmen McRae (3) | Dylan Todd 


Chez Paree 
Sammy Davis Jr. 
Will Mastin Trio 
Luis Gomez & 

Beatrice 


London House 
Errol Garner Trio 
Eddie Higgins (3) 

Mister Kelly's 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (i) § 
Johnny Silver 
Mink Devine 


Mardi Gras Dncrs 

Palladium (M) § 
| Max Bygraves 
Joan Regan 





Sarah Vaughan 


Two Palmers Goofers Chez Adorables (6) | Marx & Frigo 

Noble & Denester Carsony & Bros. Ted Fio Rito Ore 13 | Marty Rubenstein 8 

Bery Catlin Kaye Sis Cloister Inn | Paimer House 

Harry Saunders Clark Bros. msey Lewis Trio | Hildegarde 
BLACKPOOL Page & Bray Lorez Alexandria | Mattison Trio 
Palace (i) § MANCHESTER Conrad Hilton Ben Arden Orch 

~ Baker an 5 

Tanner Sis illie Anthony 

Odette Crystal Rudy Horn LOS ANGELES 


Dior Dancers 





Sonny Roy 
Geo. Mitchell Co Gimma Boys B. Gray’s Band Box , Mort Sahl 
Impero Bros. NEWCASTLE Billy Gray interlude 
Janet Gray Empire (Mm) § Leo Diamond Bobby Sh 
Martin Granger Co. | Ronnie Carroll Carol Shannon eo _ aN ort 
Beliana Ivanko 4 | Kidd & June Bert Gordon J Cc a 
Joan Davis Co | Allen Modley Rie Marlowe rohnn Carro! 
BRIGHTON | Bobby Thompson Le Hermen (3) Frankie Sands Trio 
Hippodrome (M) § | Amazing Briton Bob Barley Trio Paul Hebert Orc 
Winifred Atwell Les Riga Cocoanut Grove Moulin Rouge 
David Nixon Fraser Hayes 4 Nat King Cole Jerry Colonna 
Aileen Cochrane George Braund B & C Robinson Statler Hotel 
Reg Varney NORTHAMPTON | F. Martin Orc Dave Barry 
J Jover New (1) 5 Crescendo Merry Macs (4) 
ackford & Doyle Dave Brubeck Eddy Bergman Ore 


Malta & Fernandos 


H 
Co. Ken Wilson 
Geo. Mitchell Co. 


Kendor Bros. 

Belles & Beaux bho & Delysis LAS VEGAS 

COVENTRY ason 
Hippodrome (i) 5 | NORWICH Desert inn Ray Sinatra Orch 
Dave King Hippodrome (i) § Gordon MacKae Roya! Nevada 
Kordites Dan Young Rudy Cardenas Russ Morgan Ore 
Dany Rav & Ptnr. | Billy Eaves Gina Genardi Sahara 
Mandos Sis Wanda Alpa Art Johnson Shaw-Hitchcock 
Mistin Juniors NOTTINGHAM Donn Arden Dncrs Ders. 
Bernard Landy Empire (M) § Carlton Hayes Ore Cee Davidson Ore 
Two Whitmans Dene & Dene Aces | ,, Dunes Mary Kaye Trio 
Hazel Gee Dancers | Burke & Kovac Pajama Game Betty Hutton 
FINSBURY PARK | Southlanders y Douglas Amin. Bros 

Park (mM) & Smoothey & Layton | Betty O’Neil nds 
Mel Torme Pat Rosa ster West Robert Merrill 
3 Quarters Dickie Dawson Barbara Bostock Louis Armstrong 
Bamberger & Pam | Sammy Wilde Garwood Van Ore | Cona Girls 
Sharpe & Iris Kari Karl Sis Rhye in et ng | Antonio Morelli Ore 
Five Darlys Co. Mumfords Co. Rhythm on Ice Showboat 
Rosto & Partner Prince of Wales | George Arnold Joe Ca 
June B mm § immy Caesar Garr i 
Sapphires Sabrina Buster Hallett Ore | ghowboat Girls 

HANLEY Dickie Henderson _ nme Seas Mike Werner Orch 

Royal (mM) & 3 Monarchs 
Albert” Modley Magey Sarragne berta Sherwood irs Stooer 
Flack & Mills SHEFFIELD Nejla Ates | enclley t 
Falcons Empire (mM) & Molnar Dancers Comrise 

Lonnie Donegan Dick Rice Orch ap 


Mack & Kirk Barbary Coast Boys 





Chas. Ancaster Marie De Vere Ders Flamingo 
Joan Hinde Mundy & Earle Anna Maria — —— 
Lynda Ross Pan Yue Jen Trp. Alberghetti Mac Den a 
Matanzas Des O’Connor Alan ing Pat — 
LEE Shipway Twins Flamingoettes si Scala 
Empire (mM) § Peter Quinton Lou Basil Orch ag pe Orch 
Hal Monty SUNDERLAND Fremont H a 
Miles Twins - —, =~ 5 pind —— 4 Lad 
Allen Bros. & June ommy Fields m) iv! 
A & B Black Betty Jumel Golden Nugget hg = ye pases 
Pierre Bel Jimmy Gay Harry Ranch 
Georgette Jack Stanford Jig Adams Tropicane 
LIVERPOOL Barry Sis Lee Maynard Carol Channing 
Empire (mM) & Eric Roger Grp Faye Ellen ine Dunn 
Marion Ryan jendy Todd Riviera Judy an 
Dorothy Reid Alan Mills George Gobel Norvas Singers 
Vic Hyde Betty Fox Co. DeCastro Sisters Jack Costanza 
Fred Lovelle * at ; * Novelites Nat Brandywynne 
Morris & Cowley woo 
com Se. SOUTHAMPTON MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 
J & P Barbour Grand (i) § 


Jackie Ross 


Johnny Dallas Diosa Costello 


Milos Velarde 


Americana 
Steve Lawrence 


Pauline Penny 
Barry Piddock 




















Lyric Row 


——eaa Continued from page 2 aaa 


Threw the Overalls,” continued 
O'Neill, “has lyrics which declare 
a ‘Mick’ did the dirty deed” and 
the Congressman Added, “I resent 
it.” This put O'Neill in favor of 
censorship of lyrics and obviously 
opposed to the resolution for the 
probe. 

His committee marked time on 
the issue. Meantime, the Federal 
Communications Committee got it- 
self in a safe position, far from the 
controversy. It announced that it 
lacks authority over songs on the 
air. 




















LONDON ; asin 
Spaesvome 0A) 5 on Co. Mab fi —- Tonia Flores 
Dorothy Squires BR de> a = ab 4 — 
Jack Radcliffe ~— Maya Ore David Tyler Ore 
Billy Russell es wae Brie Luis Varona Ore 
Three Edwards pre — Balmoral Murray Franktin’s 
Duncan’s Collies King j sans uM Steve Murray 
Mirtepoitios <1) # | Billy Dainty | Sony Kendis Ore | Joe Mayer Trio 
Fred Emney Skylons = Di L Murray Franklin 
Lerrae Desmond VICTORIA Mandy Campo Ore Lawton 
Eric Williams Palace (M) § Othella Eddie Bernard 
Madrigal & Ass’t. Naunton & Gol J ~ M ° Nautilus 
Rosa Macari Bud Flanagan one pol my Shore 
Roy Mack Nerve & Knox Jack pol Oo Nancy Ford 
Bert Edgar Monsewer E. Gray | “8° pe noc Mario & Tonia- 
Marie, MacDonald Syd Stanley Ore 
m Tannen 
| . | Johnny Costa Trio | py aes 
ba et B Mal Malkin Orc Terry Haven 
Ca r ills Chico Cuban Boys | Murri & Ruth 
Fonta jeau Tommy Ryan 
Mata & Ha Johnny Silvers Ore 
Vaughan Monroe Rey Mambo Ore 
Jack Stuart Orc Saxony 
NEW YORK CITY Pusl Canto Ore | Al Stuart Archetts 
Bon Soir Tom Rockford Natali-Fields Trio | freq “rhompson 
Anne Russell Marilyn Cooper LY b Tommy Angel 
Charles Manna Tony Starman Arthur Blake Vagabond 
Anita Ellis Michaei Durso Ore | Weela Gallez ~- “ 
Three Flames Frank Marti Ore | Jean Tourigny Fl Bevee 
Bruce Kirby No} Fifth & Lucerne a he 
4 cblve Ange! Cedrone & Mitchel) | Havana Mardi Gras 
. + sones 
Carol Burnett Harold Fonville HAVANA 
e rnes 
Jimm: Lyea 3 Chammeee Gray Ore Tropicane Sonia Calero 
rt owar a 
Bob Ritterbush Gypsies y By 8 Victer Alveres 
Casanova Quintero Rhumbas | Matzuko Miguel Dulzaides Singer 
Jacques Zarow Hotel Pierre Gladys & Freddy Ore 
Alex Alstone Stanley Melba Ore Riveros rtre 
Chateau Madrid Alan gan Ore que Raul Mesa 
Helene Aimee Joseph Sudy Tropicana Ballet Raquel Barisba 
Romeros & Reina ‘ote! Roosevelt S Suare: Org Ivette De La Fuente 
Panchito Ore Eddie Lane Orc A Romea Ora Clarisse Novo 
Soceares Ore Hote! Taft ms Souci Gladys Bocay 
Copacabana Vincent Lopez Ore | johnny Mathis Guzman 
Don Cornell Milt Shaw Ore Gloria & Rolando Fajardo Orc 
rry Daniels Ray Bari Ore 
Coronados Hotel St. Regis (Continued on page 63) 
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NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 57 





500 Club, A. C. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 3. 
Jerry Lewis, Sky Larks, Dick 
Humphries, Joey Stevens, Lee Hen- 
derson girls (8), Pete Miller Orch 
(14) directed by Joe Frasetto; $3 
minimum, $5 weekends. 





Jerry Lewis is back in the spot 
where the team of Martin & Lewis 
started, this time as a single, to be 
greeted by well filled houses as he 
sparks a 90-minute show supported 
by The Sky Larks, who appeared 
with him here before, dancer Dick 
Humphries, and Lou Brown, his 
pianist, who ably assists him. 

Lewis leans heavily on his pipes 
during his almost hour out front, 
something denied him while song- 
ster Martin was part of the act. 
He bangs out oldsters like his in- 
troductory number, “Sitting on 
Top of the World,” and gets the 
audience into the act with “Shine 
on Your. Shoes,” and “Harvest 
Moon,” where he circulates the 
front tables with his mike, en-| 
couraging solos from both men 





|ceed. The idea that a name band | 


work in the spins and whirls, to 
story-themes to make their terp Hollywood, July 28. 
turn an intelligent and classy one.| Bobby Short, accompanied by 
Jackie Heller, per usual, is &| rshmail Ugarte, Sonny Rivero; cov- 
spritely warmer-upper via a sock | ,, $1.25. 
arrangement bd house - ng , 

Lee Martin of a group of past hits, 

and with it, builds act-entries in Bobby Short i, vg ~~ 
top fashion. 


Interlude, Hollywood 





Lawrence with Haller and Hayden | and obviously none of his follow- 
added. The Haggetts are being ing. Current stand at the Inter- 
held over. Lary. (lude could easily stfetch out, as 


j}have previous Short engagements 
Roval Nevada, L. V: jin local intimeries. 
i Las Vegas, Aug. 2. 


There has been a ony <4 _ 
. | provement in Short since he first 

Russ Morgan Orch (18), Annie casauiell local attention as a pian- 
Malone, Joey Alfidi, Marilyn Or- | ist-piper, purveying his own brana 
lando, Ray Roberts; $2 minimum. | of jazz in the late spots. Now, he’s 
|working with the backing of Ish- 
The Royal Nevada Hotel is ex- mal Ugarte on bass and Sonny 
perimenting with something that | Rivero on drums-and conga to bul- 
has failed many times before in| wark his own excellent pianistics 
Las Vegas, and there’s no reason | and the sly stylings that mark his 
to believe that this one will suc-| yocalizing of dim-light favorites, 
As always, Short has a predilec- 
with show plus dancing will lure | tion for the nostalgic and he sells 
gamblers to a casino just doesn’t tunes like “Most Beautiful Girl in 








the local cate scene, but he’s lost | 
Coming in Thursday (8) is Steve none of his bounce and style— | 


|seem to work out. Such an attrac- 


the World,” “At Long Last Love,” 


and women payees. Most of these | tion will bring in teenagers who 
are terminated before the first few| are too young to gamble; young- 
bars are out, bringing laughs from | sters who are old enough but can't 
audience as comic comments ©) afford it; and some oldsters (who 
ability of singer. He later apol-| would rather see Joe E. Lewis) 
ogizes and does a duo with front! dragged in by terp-loving wives. 
tabler for good returns. | Let’s face it: Las Vegas just isn’t 
He’s best in dance routine with|aq dance-conscious town. Tourist- 
Humphries, putting on tap bit| players come here to gamble and 
which scores following solo dance | see big name acts; locals who want 
by Humphries, a very clever hoofer|to dance go to the few available 
seen for the first time here. An-| spots dedicated exclusively to ball- 
other bright spot includes skit on | room hoofing. 
the public’s crazes in music the Russ Morgan and his orch put on 
past dozen years as he apes thea pleasant 75-minute show in the 
hillbilly, zoot suit, Spanish singer,|Crown Room, which is now 
trends. ‘ _|equipped with a dance floor. It’s 
Again works in Far East bit|a nostalgia-packed package which 
when he is “singer from Japan,”|has Morgan emerging as an okay 


| “Manhattan” or the rocketing “Mo- 
tion Picture Ball” with an epul- 
| lience that demands a foot-tapping 
response. Material is skilfully 
blended for proper pacing and 
|sung-shouted with vigor and a 
keen sense of rhythm that’s height- 
ened by carefully staged gestures. 
| In the old days, locally, bistro 
jowners could just hang out a sign 
| reading “Bobby Short” and get out 
of the way. The entertainment 
jdollar is harder to come by in 
|today’s market, but in this idiom 
he's still one of the toppers and 
the response therefore should be 
|as strong. Kap. 
| _———— 


Amato’s., Portland. Ore. 


buck teeth, tortoise rim glasses, | 
hat, etc., with interpreter at an-| 
other mike, (Martin used to work | 
this bit) translating after Jerry’s 
sing-song offering. 





comedian when he introes the w.k. | 
numbers and specialty acts. : Portland, Ore., July 30. 
Band gets warm mitting for such| Billy Daniels (with Benny 
offerings as “Does Your Heart Beat | Payne), The Claydettes (6), Julian 
for Me?” as does Morgan himself | Dreyer Orch (8), Nikilani Fo & 


“Danny Boy” with Sky Larks ef-|88ing “Linger Awhile,” “Stum- 
fective. bit despite clowning by | bling,” “Doll Dance,” ard a medley 
Lewis. Comic also brings outjof tunes he’s cleffed, “Sweet 
trumpet for a bit of fanfare which | Eloise,” “So Tired,” “You're No- 
wins laughs. Works over custom-| body "Til Somebody Loves You,” 
ers at front tables heavily, but is | ahd “Somebody Else Is Taking My 
quick to apologize for laughs won| Place.” Chirper Annie Malone is 
at their expense. | 

Concludes with “By Myself| Roberts applies a standard voice 
Alone,” appropriate for this ap-|to such as “Around the World.” 
prereee. but is begged back by) A chi‘d (8) prodigy named Joey 

ig Saturday night crowd to give | Alfidi shows promise as a pianist, 
with “Come Rain or Come Shine.”| but makes the mistake of trying 





best on novelty numbers and Ray | 


Lewis works very hard to please | to prove versatility with .turns at | 


and makes no effort to coast while | 
out front despite terrific schedule 
he has laid out and which is keep- 
ing him on the go this summer. 
While he is fine entertainment in 
himself, act was stronger with 
Martin included. 

Sky Larks, three boys and two 
girls, nice quintet in such as “My 
Love is Your Love,” “So Rare,” 
and then medley from “My Fair 
Lady.” Off number is oldie “Dark 
Town Strutters Ball.” effectively 
done with derbys and soft Bena 

alk. 


Americana, Miami B. 
Miami Beach, Aug. 5. 
Jackie Miles, Tommy Leonetti, 
Midge & Bill Haggett, Jackie Mel- 


ler, Lee Martin Orch; $3.50 mini-| than those 


mum, 





Calibre of the talent booked into 
the Bal Masque for its summer 
shows measures up with winter 
season acts, although the budget 
is lower by measure of no co-top- 
lmer to Jackie Miles. He carries 
the draw-burden strongly, having 
always been a staple in this town. 

Miles is an adroit performer 
with a sharp feel for audience 
moods. In this outing, his effec- 
tively quiet, underplayed delivery 
keys his tales of Las Vegas mis- 
fortunes, Catskill mountain char- 
acters, home life and the tv set’s 
effects to constant laugh reaction, 
dressing up standard material he 
is associated through plentiful in- 
jects of new situations and gags, 
topically turned to keep the fun- 
flow on a high stream of howls. It 
adds up to a call-back series—this 
is another of the set of dates he's 
pacted to in this room: his click 
again, is the answer to the deal. 

Tommy Leonetti is another of 
the new faces imported at this time 
of year for winter date testing. 
He’s a tall, handsome lad, hitting 
the femme contingent on walkon, 
and maintains interest throughout. 
He is strongly equipped vocally, al- 
beit at present there is still lack of 
an individual style. As is, Leon- 
etti handles himself smoothly, turn- 
ing out the pops and his platter 
works fluidly, with the high range 
cleffings suiting his vocability best. 
Once he develops his own book of 
stylings, he’ll be-cinch for the big- 
cafe trail. His upcoming stint on 
the “Hit Parade” show should pro- 
vide that rounding out. 

Midge and Bill Haggett are a 
refreshing 
inject imagination into their rou- 


the violin, trombone, and vibes. 
Marilyn Orlando, a 13-year-old 

chirper held over from the Ina Ray 

Hutton show, repeats her “I'm 


| Buddy; cover $1.50, Sat. $1.80. 
} 
| Billy Daniels is making his debut 
in the Pacific Northwest at this 
|plush showcase and adds to the 
| parade of name attractions work- 
ing this spot. He is only in for 
one week due to tight booking 
sked. The reservations are pour- 
ing in and bossman George Amato 
should be happy with the results. 
Daniels commands the full house 
|during the entire stint and needs 
no gimmicks to sell his tremen- 
'dous wealth of talent. He works 
|easily and steadily through a very 
| fast 40 minutes. 
| Best bets are “Them There 





even a bit of neat stepping. Don 
| McGrane’s crew is a decided plus. 
| Schmitz Sisters remain until 
| Aug. 14 when they'll be replaced 
{by local faves, Lucille & Eddie 
Roberts. Rees. 
| Casablanea, Montreal 
Montreal, Aug. 1. 
All-Girl Revue (20) with Dianne 
de Lys, Kim Irwin, Steve Garrick 
orch (5) Art Philips orch (5); no 
cover, no minimum. 


Not to be outdone by the other 
stubes in town who have gone in 
heavily for exotic hoofers and in 
an effort to make this big room a 
coin producer, operators Solly Sil- 
vers and Jack Luderman opened 
this week with the largest assort- 


ment of ‘strippers ever assembled | 


under one roof in Montrea!. And 
the 300-seater has been crowded 
since first night. 

The Casablanca Room is part of 
the Silvers-Luderman Chez Paree 
operation and for past few months 
has been used as a straight eatery 
with so-so returns. Biz in the up- 
stairs room which features a rou- 
tine niter, offering of a comic, -a 
singer and a dancer has been okay 
over past summer weeks apd on 
the strength of this and following 
the current trend, the girlie revue 
was brought into the downstairs 
saloon. 

With Kim Irwin (the only male 
in the cast) singing the occasional 
song and telling the odd joke to 
break general pace, a steady stream 
of peelers make their appearance 


in quick order building to the star | 


Dianne de Lys. This tall, handsome 
bionde, billed as direct from Paris, 
is about the only performer who 
doesn't strip. However, she man- 
ages to stir ringsiders with her 
interp of a “Devil and Virgin” 
dance. Gimmick is the divided cos- 
tume, one side a devil, the other a 
petite femme in crinolines. Result- 
ing actions, however, have little to 
do with anything petite and de- 
mure. 

Just how long with wealth of 
exhibitionism wil! continue to pack 
them in remains to be seen. Policy 
will be to change several femmes 
each week but maintain quantity. 
From the number of clubs in town 


now specializing in this sort of! 


entertainment, the supply, ap- 
parently, is unlimited. Some of the 
peelers in current layout are local 


Mr. Kelly's, Chi 
Chicago, July 30. 
| Sarah Vaughan (with trio), Marx 
& Frigo; $2.50 minimum Fri. & 
Sat. 





Sarah Vaughan can be set down 
;now for a steady following in the 
| Windy City. Her April appear- 
ance at Mr? Kelly’s was good, and 
this time she looks better. Busi- 
ness has been off all over, but Miss 
Vaughan's opening show was over- 
flow. 

A richly-textured voice carries 
this thrush’s imaginative treat- 
ments through to an attention 
house. Her arrangements, although 
not varied in tempo, are kept 
short, and variety in this act is the 
result of the singer's interpretive 
capacities set off by her easy sense 
of humor and classy stage manner, 
Only on her final number, “Linger 
Awhile,” does she.switch from slow 
to fast tempo pipings, She could 
have stayed on stage another 20 
minutes without wearing out her 
welcome. 

The trio backs her with a set of 
dramatic arrangements well han- 
dled by Jimmy Jones at keyboard, 
Rory Haynes on skins and Richard 
Davis on bass. 

Miss Vaughan is preceded by 
Marx & Frigo on piano and bass. 
These two still rate kudos here. 

Jackie Cain & Roy Kral and 
Shelley Berman come in for four 
weeks Aug. 12. Leva. 


Crescendo, Hollywood 
Hollywood, July 28. 
Dave Brubeck Quartet, Mort 
Sahl; cover, $1.50. 





Unlike many other major cities, 
Los Angeles hasn’t yet developed 
a real centre of avant garde en- 
tertainment. The Creseendo hits 
that classification with the current 
pairing of the talents of the Dave 
Brubeck Quartet and comedian 
Mort Sahl ‘who moved downstairs 
,after a solid run at the smaller 
Interlude) and the results should 
be profitable enough to encourage 
further booking in this vein. 

Sahl, wisely, tries to keep away 
as much as possible here from 
material he has used in the Inter- 
lude. Too, he seems to work bet- 
ter when paired with an outfit like 
Brubeck's, which he obviously digs. 
As a consequence, his Crescendo 


Walkin’ ” and “All Shook Up” with | Eyes” with assist from accompa- 


but most ave from the U.S. circuit. | stint is funnier than anything else 
»Talent for the most part is spread | he has done in town and is a cinch 
pretty thin but devices used to |to earn him solid new attention. 
arrive at the G-string holds atten-| Topicality of much of his material 
tion. Although these strippers bring | gets an added sharpness since, in 
|back memories of the old Gayety|the Brubeck ‘followers, he’s work- 


ir of terpsters who/| could 


the proper animation and girlish 
charm. Morgan group is booked for 
four weeks. : Duke. 


Blue Angel, Chi 
Chicago, July 23. 
“Calypso Fantasia,” with King! 
Christian & Princess Alilia, Lord | 
Rafael, Roger McCall, Candelas | 
Trio, Al D’Lacy Trio. | 





“Calypso Fantasia” follows the |} 


routine formula worked out here 
over several years, but the per- 
formers this time are more inspired 
a of most previous calypso 
editions. Same stock of Trinidado 
tunes continues from earlier shows 
along with the exotic titles of 
dance routines. 

King Christian & Priricess Abilia, 
who stole the show. during their 
appearance here last fall, get top 
billing this time. The tiny femme 
terper swirls around the floor clad 
chiefly in the glare of the spotlight. 
Sbhapely and remarkably agile, she 
combines topnotch hip gymnastics 
with competent execution of classi- 
cal dance figures. Her partner 
handles the muscular part of the 
airborne stints. Together they offer 
one of the spiciest and most ver- 
Satile terp routine this room has 
ever had. 

Lord Rafael is another repeater 
here. Hefty tenor gives forth 
“Marianne,” “ Boat” and | 
Latino material with operatic ges-_ 
tures and volume to change the 
tempo of the show. 

Bongo banger Roger McCall re- | 
turns to score with an assortment 
of drum feats and to lend excellent | 
support to the acts. 

e dance group this time, two) 
longstemmed femmes and male | 
cohort billed as Candelas Trio, run | 
through a series of rhythmic gyra- 
tions with more to offer than what 
normally rates the acceptable 
standard here. 

Each Blue Angel show features | 
at least one male member who can 
improvise calypsonian qui or 
bring something of an authentic 





Cc instrumentation to the 
stage. Lord Calypso offers Tin Pan 
Alley without instrumenta 


own, “Navajo Calypso,” which also 
as number. His se 


serves 

holds to the show’s standard but 

be better played by him as 
on Show 





tines to win auditor plaudits. They 


ie cig Ween, , Leon 


nist Benny Payne, “I Could Have 
Danced All Night, and “The Mas- 
culine Touch.” Payne works the 
88’s and batons the house crew 
for the stint. He is also on for 
two standout solo numbers that 
garner hefty response. 

The Claydettes (6) are on for 
two fine precision numbers. Chor- 


eography and costuming are top 
| 


drawer. 


Nikilani Fo & Buddy keep the | 


ounge customers entertained 
throughout the evening with their 
piano, guitar and songs. Julian 
Dreyer and his house crew play a 
fine show and keep the dancers on 
the floor during the dancing sesh- 


les. House full when caught. New 


layout opens Aug. 5. Feve. 


Hotel Radissen, Mpls. 
Minneapolis, Aug. 3. 
Schmitz Sisters (3); Don Mc- 


Grane Orch. (8); $2.50-$3.50 mini- 
mum. 





Slack summer season budgetary 
considerations undoubtedly have 
influenced this tony Flame Room's 
recent bookings. In the process 
of supplying agreeable supper club 
entertainment via less prominent 
performers than usual, even dig- 
ging for them into its own back- 


|yard, it has, however, come up 


with some promising talent. 
Foilowing a successful fortnight 


j}engagement of the highly likable 


local Fox Quartet, the room cur- 
rently continues its song kick with 


|its third successive vocal session 


by giving over the entertainment 
assignment to another Twin City 
act, St. Paul’s three Schmitz Sis- 
ters, whose appearance, following 
some tv engagements, marks their 
nitery debut. And, one more, the 
proceedings please. 


Like another feminine singing 


trio of Twin Cities’ origin, the An- 
drews Sisters, these girls, too, look 
as though they're going places. 
They're young, pretty, engaging 
and wholesome and they harmon- 
ize well during their listenable 
routine of tried-and-true stand- 


lyrics 1 | ards and current hit parade num- 
contributions and number of his be 


rs. 
More to their credit, they've 


t; built a real act. ‘Their original 


arrangements are effectively dis- 
tinctive and their numbers have 
showmanly trimmings in the form 
of incidental business, including 





| Theatre, few have the originality of 
Lil St. Cyr, Margie Hart, Peaches, 
et al. 

Music for this endless grind is 
supplied by smail combos directed 
alternately by Steve Garrick and 
Art Philips. Newt. 


Hotel Roosevelt. N. 0. 
: New Orleans, July 23. 
Russ Carlyle Orch (11), Galli 
| Galli, Walton & O'Rourke, Dick 
| Shawn, Dorothy Ferguson; $3 min- 
| imum. 


Current layout in this top hostel- 
ry’s plush Blue Room is lively and 
fast-paced. As on other occasions, 
| the Russ Carlyle musical crew was 
;well received by first-nighters. 
| Singing maestro led his sidemen 
|through an engaging variety of 
|}dance tunes. It is a pleasant orch 
|) at all times, not over-arranged and 
| with a good respect for melody. 

|. Few acts which have played this 
} bistro have generated as much 
hilarity and palm pounding as 
Galli Galli, Egyptian magico and 
;his amazing sleight of hand, pull- 
jing baby chicks ovt of the air and 
| mystifying with handkerchief, ring 
jand stick, and money-changin 
| tricks. The multiplying chicks an 
|plight of audience stooges still 
|serve to spice the mysticism with 
|mirth and it’s well sold and gilt- 
| edged. 

| Walton & O'Rourke, puppeteers, 
| have lost none of their expertness 
}of previous engagements. Their 
dolls are deftly manipulated and 
lifelike in their movements. Duo 
trot out rock ‘n’ roll dancers, a 
stripper, piano player and blues 
singer, and a bosomy dowager who 
goes on binge in nitery. It's top- 
drawer presentation that nets 
plenty of laughs. 

Dick Shawn, making his bow 
|here, is a slow-starting comic who 
;grows on his audience with his 
|many - faceted numbers which 
‘spread his talent every-which-way. 





ing to’a group more in line with 
his own tastes and ideas. Thus 
|many of his barbed political com- 
| ments generate even more im this 
| room. * 
| Brubeck is playing the room 
feoncert style, dancing havin 
| been cancelled for the duration o' 
|the stand. It’s the obvious move 
}and it works out well, but under 
the circumstances his sets or con- 
certs should be longer. Three 40- 
|minrte stints aren't sufficient for 
the addicts. 

Musically. the Brubeck organiza- 
tion, featuring Paul Desmond on 
alto sax, Norman Bates on bass 
and Joe Morello on drums, has 
never been better. 

It’s cooi at its best ‘so good that 
it will undoubtedly renew the 
charges of mathematical music 
from the addicts of hot) and skill- 
| fully showcased to take advantage 
largelv of Brubeck’'s keyboard work 
and Desmond’s alto sax profici- 
ency. Too, there’s a knockout 
drum solo by Morello that features 
one concert set, the frenetic finger 
and wrist action earning —_— 

ap. 


Gatineau, Ottawa 
Ottawa, Aug. 3. 
Crew Cuts (4), Fred Barber, Bar- 
ry Dale, Craig Daye Dancers (6), 
Champ Champagne Orch (8); $1 
| admission. 





| 








The Crew Cuts, topping the 
Gatineau Club bill until Aug. 7, 
'remain smooth, modest performers 
relying on fine chanting of disclicks 
land oldies for impact, and getting 
hefty rounds of mitting throughout 
their 40-minute stanza. This ap- 
|proach to the microphone allows 
the customers to accept their chant- 
|ing on its merits, and those are 
plenty. The stint gets big recep- 
tion, biggest for the Crew Cuts’ 
diskings of some years ago. 
| Also Gatineau-billed is Fred 


| There’s always an idea or attitude | Barber on a fast return booking 
|being burlesqued through each of | after a solid week, two weeks ago. 
/his offerings, and his impressions | His session of generous springs, 
|eonvey to audience more than ajall socko, gets him palmslaps 
mirror of sights and sounds. His galore. He could stay for the sum- 
|takeoffs on Elvis Presley and|mer. Barry Dale chents with the 
| “Massa ‘Richard,” tale of great-|line and emcees, handling both 
great frandpappy who left the | chores neatly and effectively. Craig 
‘south during the Civil War to get | Daye Dancers hold over three col- 
| guns in the north and for whom he | orful routines. Champ Champagne 
| watches every sunrise, are comedy |band showbacks and plays for 
classics. Liuz. | dancing. Gorm. 
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Abroad 


ovan and his producer Frank Der- 
mody have heightened the exag- 
geration of the northern Ireland 
and British politicians but not to 
any excessive unkind point, and 
Harry Brogan's British Prime Min- 
| ister and Liam Foley's British Am- 


Shows 


Meet Me by Moonlight 


London, Aug. 2. 
George & Alfred Black and H. M. Ten- 
nent presentation of three-act comedy by 
Anthony Lesser. Stars Michael Denison, 
Sophie Stewart, Staged by Terence Duc- 
ley; decor, Anthony Hollapd. At Aldwych 
Theatre, London, Aug. 1, °57; $2.50 top. 


Smith ee Jesus, bassador are amusing sketches. 
Henry Mansfield .........  EMlis Irvin Some rather stilted grouping in 
Mm Tews... icceasts Sophie Stewar: /the production creates a false at- 
om TI Nati. ghee Stephane Vega mosphere for the comedy at times, 
Mary Ellen .... Sonia Groham | and the conclusion is not entirely 
es Cuttinghs nis | eatic s , “ ? 
snes Cuttinghens mye Boat: | Satisfactory, but “Together” should 


! settle in for an Abbey run. 
Mac. 





There’s a streak in the British 
makeup which encourages responsi- | 
ble managements, to stage saccha- 
rin-type musical plays. Probably 
nowhere else in the world wovwld 
there be such a ready market for 


Yerma 
London, Aug. 2. 
Arts Theatre Club presentation of a 
three-act (six scenes) drama by Federico 
Garcia Lorea, translated by James Gra 


‘ ‘tions ich re y it- ham-Lujan and Richard L. O'Connell! 
oe ey I vu = “4 ie Stars Madalena Nicol. Staged by Clifford 
e more than a single quality— | winiams; decor, Paul Mayo. At the Arts 
charm banda London, July vey Oe 50 top. 
’ erma wenwaeeh > . Madalena ico 

It's easy to have too much even! tan 212212252220. Edgar Wreford 
of that, however, and “Meet Me By | Maria . Hazel Penwarden 
Victor John Church 


Moonlight” fits into that category. 
It's a cinch for the matinee ard 
tea-tray trade and will have to 
draw that tyve of clientele for the 
evening performances as well. 


Pagan Crone Marjorie Forsyth 
Young Girls Pat Pleasance, Hilary Mason 
Laundresses Marigold Sharman, Hilary 
Mason. Pat Pleas*nce. 

ary Hordim-n 
Coral Fairweather, 
Lucie Grillon 


Sisters-in-Law 





rer i 

Although reminiscent of one of poiores Winifred Evans 
Jane Austen's better known nov-| Female Mask .......... Hilary Hardiman 
here is , little substance “ale Mask John (Church 

els, there is very lttle subs Villagers .- Ricky Arden, Michael Ginesi 


to the plot. It is extended to a full 
three acts, however, by the inclu-| federico Garcia Lorea, Span- 
sion of a large number of Victorian jch playwright who was killed dur- 
songs rescored in modern style,’ ing the Civil War, wrote “Yerma” 
with new lyries by David Dearlove. | in 1934 and this club production 
It is, ostensibly, an attempt to is its first London presentation. 
poke fun at the Victorian era, but It is a strange play with a nagging 
the transparent nature of the com-!| theme that tends to induce irrita- 
defeats that objective. Tn- | tion and, though the author com- 
scad, the story of an aunt with’ mands a poetic style of writin, 
three marriageable nieces, who has the drama never quite makes the 
a stock approach to every visiting | grade. 
male, is unfolded in a sweet, Sugary The one topic discussed in the 
way. The music has pleasant Hilt.’ yay is the problem of childless 
but is palpably forgettable. The! yives. Apparently, Spanish peas- 
Victorian balleds have old-world | ant women have practically noth- 
charm, but lack haunting melody.) ing to do but mind their children 





Michael Denison gives a roguish 
interpretation of the confirmed | 
bachelor who becomes an arrogant 
suitor. Sonia Graham displays the 
requisite degree of pride. Sophie 
Stewart puts plenty of warmth into, 
and | 


the role of the maiden aunt 
Jeremy Brett makes an attractive | 
showing as another prospective | 
groom 


| 

Stephanie Voss and Mavis Sage 
are lively as other unmarried girls, | 
while Ellis Irving is suitably re-| 
strained as their father. Derek| 
Tansley and Helen Jessop, as two 
domestic who have to suffer the| 
family musical evenings, complete | 
a compact cast. 

Terence Dudley’s leisurely stag- 
ing matches the tempo of the play. 
Anthony Holland's handsome draw- | 
ing room set is equalled by Kate) 
Servian's colorful 
tumes 


Victorian cos- 
Myro. 


The Less We Are 
Together 
Dublin, July 22. 


Abbey Theatre Co, presentation of 
three-act (five scenes) comedy by John 
O'Donovan. Features Eddie Golden, Maire 
Keane, Michael Hennessy, Brid Lynch, 
Angela Newman. Staged by Frank Der- 





mody; settings, Thomas McCann. At 
Abbey Theatre, Dublin, July 22, °57. 

Polizn Battersey ....¢c200 ss Eddie Golden 
Angela Titmarsh .....- Maire Keane 
Paul Chookham ....... Michael Hennessy 
Maire de Brun ... Brid Lynch 


...+. Thomas P. McKenna 
Angela Newman 
‘ Harry Brogan 
° vas Dowling 


Percy Mooney 

Miranda Watt 

Sir Jonas Wales 
Ponsonby Foxglove 
Sir Andrew MeCookser 
Robert John MeGrowl..... 
Russian Visitors 


Barry Power, 
Geoffrey Golden 
Joan O'Hara 
Liam Foley 


Interpreter 
British Ambassador.......... 


This comedy, the third John 
O'Donovan play to be produced by 
the Abbey Theatre, is an entertain- 
ing show for audiences familiar 
with Lrish polities (especially the 
issue of a divided Ireland) and 
characteristics, but it’s too special 
for presentation abroad. It takes 
amusing swipes at both Irish and 
British politicians and gets away 
from the traditional Abbey style 
of drama. 

Yarn involves a 42-year-old 
bachelor, who is elected Prime 
Minister of the Irish Republic on 
a platform of scrapping old policies | 
and slogans. His cabinet includes | 
three of his women friends, a po- | 
litical opportunist and a cynic from | 
the north, His administration, it | 
turns out, satisfies neither his op- | 











portunist colleague nor the British | 


authorities. 


leader who innocently expects 
Cominon sense to solve political 
problems, and the three women 
Ministers are well represented by 
Maire Keane, Brid Lynch and An- 
gela Newman. The intensity of the 
political opportunist is projected 
by Michael Hennessy’s blunt por- 
trayal and his nervousness of any- 
thing which might endanger his 
own political safety. 

irish audiences always enjoy 
caricatures, even if they resent the 
Stage Irishman of tradition. O’Don- 


| the cast lend useful support. 


L |try are also included in the com- 
Eddie Golden is plausible as the | 


while their husbands are working 
in the fields. To be barren is cause 
not only for frustration but also 
disgrace. 

In the first act, the topic is devel- 
oped with a degree of sympathy 
and understanding, but it remains 
the only topic of debate, and sheer 


| repetition through three acts makes 


it somewhat boring. A _ pilgrim- 
age of barren wives praying to the 
saints provides a setting for one 
of the more unfamiliar scenes in 
the production. 

Madalena Nicol, a_ wellknown 
Brazilian actress, makes a dramatic 
impact in the earlier scenes, but 
overdoes the drama as her frus- 
tration gets the better of her. She 
has the only role of importance ‘in 
the production, but the nage Bag 

1 - 
ford Williams has staged the play 
with sincerity and Paul Mayo’s all- 
purpose set lends itself admirably 
for the various scenes. Myro. 





PREEM AT EDINBURGH 


Edinburgh, Aug. 6. 

“The Queen and the Welshman,” 
new play by Rosemary Anne Sisson, 
will be presented Aug. 20 in St. 
Mary’s Hall here during upcoming 
International Festival. It will be 
the 11th Festival production of the 
London Club Theatre group. 

Edward Burnham will stage, with | 
designs by Michael Trangmar. The 
cast will include Hilary Liddell 
and Jack Rodney. 


Ivied-Wall Actor Group 
On Year’s Tour of World 


A group of recent college grad-' 
uates have formed a legit com-| 
pany for a year-long tour of Eu- 
rope, the Middle East and Asis. 
The trek, scheduled to get under- 
way this month, will end in July, 
1958, at the Brussels World's Fair, 
where the unit has been invited by | 
the Belgian government. 

The group, tagged the American 
College Theatre Assn. is headed 
by, Michael Sisk, who graduated 
last June from Amherst College 
Alumni from other colleges and 
universities throughout the coun- 


| 





|;pany. Some have had professional 
{acting experience, while others 
| have worked on the semi-pro level. 
| Besides giving public perfor- 
|mances, ACTA will also play U.S. 
jarmy bases overseas in return for 
transportation and some food and 
lodging from the army. The 
| schedule of plays to be presented 
‘includes “Desire Under the Elms,” 
|“Camino Real,” “Across the Board 
on Tomorrow Morning” and “The 
Happy Journey From Trenton to 
| Camden.” 


|For that purpose, they intend to 


|minimum, At a $3.85-$1.15 scale, 
) the house has a potential gross of 


“QUEEN AND WELSHMAN’ 


|and wife of playwright Robert An- 


|a Sept. 30 opening at his Alcazar 


| week about the production. Set is 


}Gloria Safier, 


VARIETY 
Toledo’s Outdoor Bard 
Heads for $20,842 Loss 


Toledo, July 30. 

First month of operation for 
Shakespeare-Under-the-Stars in the 
Toledo Zoo Amphitheatre had a} 
financial loss. Martin A. Janis, | 
president of the sponsoring cor-| 
poration, reported to guarantors | 
of the series that 10,173 persons | 
attended the first 20 performances, | 
paying a total of $16,403, or a loss | 
averaging $331 per performance. | 

On the basis of a $72,500 budget 
and 63 scheduled performances this | 
season, the break-even figure per | 
nerformance would be _ $1,151.} 
Average income to date has been 
$820. If this continues, Janis 
noted, the senson’s operating loss | 
will be $20,842. | 

The first part of the season was 
devoted to “Midsummer Night's | 
Dream,” “Julius Caesar,” “Twelfth | 
Night.” “Lost in the Stars,” | 
“Trouble in Tahiti,” ‘“Soldier’s | 
Tale” and “Rape of Lucretia.” The 
plavers also perform on at Antioch 
College in Yellow Springs, O. 


Another Yiddish House 
Switching to Off-B’way | 
As the Phyllis Anderson 


Another former Yiddish legit | 
house in New York is being taken | 
over for off-Broadway operation. | 
It’s the 1,753-seat Public Theatre, | 
located on lower Second Avenue, | 
the onetime hub of Jewish-lan- | 
guage legit in Manhattan. | 

The Public move fellows by a 
few years the conversion to Eng- | 
lish legit of the 1,150-seat Phoenix | 
Theatre, another Second Avenue | 
outlet that had previously func- | 
tioned as the Yiddish Art Theatre. | 
There is now only one major Yid- | 
dish legit house operating in the | 
eastside district, the Downtown | 
National Theatre. It brings in a/| 
show for about four months each 
season. 

The Public has been leased for 
three years at an annual rental of 





$27.500 by Bury Fredrik, Ruth 
Newton, Seymour Litvinoff and 
Donald Manning. They have 
formed Theatre Four, Inc., to 


which they’re assigning the lease. 
The corporation will rent the pre- 
mises for legit or other show biz 
enterprises. 

The four partners also plan to 
produce plays and other offerings 
independent of the corporation. 


form limited partnerships, with 
themselves as general partners. On 
productions which they present, 
the theatre rental will be 10° of 
the weekly gross against a $1,000 


$36,000. 

The Public is being renamed the 
Phyllis Anderson Theatre as a 
memorial to the late play agent 


derson. A gallery will also be 
named after the late producer- 
scenic designer Lemuel Ayers. 


RANDY HALE READIES 
COAST ‘TUNNEL’ TROUPE 


San Francisco, Aug. 6. 
Local producer Randolph Hale 
has secured the West Coast rights 
to “Tunnel of Love” from the The- 
atre Guild and is casting now for 





Theatre here. Run will be for an 
indefinite period, and he'll later 
take the show to Los Angeles. 

Hale will confer with co-author 
Joseph Fields in Hollywood this 
being built here. Ruth Burch is 
handling casting. 


Rea Warg New ELT Head, 
Vice Kathryn Darrell 


Mrs. Rea Warg will succeed 
Kathryn Darrell as managing di- 
rector for Equity Library Theatre 
beginning Sept. 1. For the past 18 
months, Mrs. Warg has been ad- 
ministrator of the ELT Committee, 
She's currently in Springfield, IIL, 
where she’s producing and direct- 
ing the local Centennial. 

Miss Darrell ,who’s been ELT 
managing director since September, 
1955, submitted her resignation 
last March, effective Sept. 1. 








Virginia Vincent, playing her 
original Broadway role in “Wed- 
ding Breakfast” on the eastern 
stock circuit, has signed with agent 





e rs e e*.@e 
Sail-In Musical Audition 

Novel method of selecting future shows is being used for the 
Marine Theatre, Jones Beach, N.Y. Guy Lombardo, producer at the 
State-owned spot, Parks Commissioner Robert Moses and members 
of the staff recently screened the film edition of “Carousel” as a 
likely 1958 successor to this and last summer’s “Show Boat.” It’s 
figured the Rodgers-Hammerstein version of “Liliom,” with its 
waterfront locale and merry-go-round feature would be a natural 
for the Jones Beach amphitheatre. 

Besides indicating the suitability of “Carousel” as a vehicle for 
the State operation, the midnight screening for the staff showed 
that the Marine Theatre would also be a natural as a drive-in or, as 
someone present suggested, as a sail-in. 

The “Carousel” screening and other efforts to pick a musical 
for production at Jones Beach next summer are in charge of Bill 
Berns, a member of the NBC-TV news staff on a year’s leave of 
absence with the State project. 








o-e 
Lori Smith oe 
Steve Wheeler ... 
Althea Grimes 

Marv Lundquist 
Buddy Howell 

Mitch Lundauist 
Mrs. Manning . 








Stock Revi 
East Hampton, N.Y., Aug. 2. |4 new angle or two to supplant 
Ron Rawson production of three-act | some transparent plot twists, 
Rawson; settings, William J. Ryan; light- ture in the bi ger time. The authe 
ing, Georre Vogel. At John Drew Thea- | * : & . ‘ r 
y }is at work on the rewrites now, 
... Nancy Devlin 
Fippa Scott | Jack P. Ragotzy, who holds an op- 
Bryarly Lee | tion on the script for Broadway. 
Phy!'is Newman 
Donald Hotte, | dicated. Present tag is a reference 
. Helen Shields | to “mental states,” that is, demen- 
College comedies are by tradition | explained in the play. 
brash, fast-paced and trivial, but; The Barn’s leading man, John 
in his latest opus to come up with|edy job as an idealistic, seldom- 
a serious comedy of life in a mod-| working poet who lures the ladies 
Granted that an eight-person cast arg mange = =_— ees. 
can scarcely offer a comprehensive | 2%@, Grives them to the psychoana~- 
cross-section of any campus, there’s | |; A oat . 
still the impression _ that | ““head-shrinker’s” own wife be- 
registrar at Bolton College must - 

: , poet finds himself in an uncom- 
overate from an analyst’s couch. |fortable jam with his own neglect- 
their problems, but they insist} . Ri 
upon assaying them to the potat |e ee, ong 





A Time to Be Rich | over the scattered saggy spots, and 
comedy by Julian Funt. Directed by Ruth | “States’’ would seem to have a fu- 
tre, East Hampton, N.Y., July 29, °57. 

Co-ed assisted by local producer-director 
:, Donald Madden 

Rac Incidentally, a title change is in- 

| tia praecox, schizophrenia, etc., as 

Julian Funt has shuffled the deck | Newton, does a powerhouse com- 

ern progressive co-ed sch@ol. |on with his pretty chatter, makes 

jlyst’s couch. When one successful 

the | comes a willing near-victim, the 

Not only do the Boltonians have | 44 mate and with the outraged— 

of self-torture. 


This is not to say that “Time” | 
does not have rewarding moments | 
of both comedy and pathos. 
Rawson's direction and the acting 
of a talented young cast have pro-| 
duced scenes of considerable rich- 
ness, but in arranging his cards, | 
the author seems to have stacked, 
them against himself. 

Substitute subtlety and _ intro-| 
spection for brashness and pace} 
and it’s necessary to establish em-}| 
pathy with the audience. These} 
crazy mixed-up college kids just! 
don’t seem to merit that empathy, 
and their problems are more easily 
written off as merely post-adoles- 
cent emotionality. 

The cast of youngsters recruited 
for the collegian roles is standout. 
Pippa Scott and Donald Madden, 
despite a glibness that strangles 
characterization, manage to etch 
neat portraits of the princival girl- 
boy parts. Bryarly Lee plays the 
screwball egghead dance major 
with a broad style that wins laughs 
where they belong, yet does not in- 
terfere with the pathos of her later 
scenes. 

Phyllis Newman, a looker, and 
Donald Hotton are effective as the 
respectively simple and talented 
young married students, and Don- 
ald May has the style and looks for | 
the part of the playboy collegian. 
Helen Shields, only over-25 mem-| 
ber of the cast, registers as the 
understanding faculty adviser. 

There are honors enough in tele- 
vision scripter Funt's reshuffled 
deck, but they’re not too well dis- 
tributed. What's needed is, per- 
haps not a fresh deck, but a new 
deal—with a little more action and 
less talk in the cards. Hank. 


States With Pretty 
Names 
Augusta, Mich., July 31. 


Jack P. Ragotzy presentation of two-act 
(five seenes) comedy by Elliott Baker. 
Features John Newton, Betty Ebert, 
Girard. Staged by Ragotzy; setting, Royal 
Eckert; lighting, Emmett Jacobs. At Barn 
Epgetns. Augusta, Mich., July 30, ‘57; 

co) 


‘ P. 
Blanche Merimee 





opecsoces Dona Cauthen 
Dr. Oliver Wren ........... Louis Girard 
Bernice Bueler ............ Sue Jacobs 
Rhoda Shilling ........... Carol Doughty 
ge Agee Betty Ebert 


. Alfred Hinckley 

Jeannette Jung 
Royal Eckert 
John Newton 
Emmett Jacobs 
Stan Watt 


Dr. Frederic Voegler.. 
Dr. Susan Akers vie 
Dr. Andrew Holland 

Simon Shilling ° 
Sergeant Percenti 
Harry Merimee 


Television scripter Elliott Baker 
has a potential bet for Broadway 
in “States With Pretty Names.” 
It’s no heavyweight entry, but Ba- 
ker, best known for numerous com- 
edy scripts for tv, has laid out a 
crowd-pleasing, sophisticated nar- 
rative which is fairly heavy on sex 
and which develops some good- 
natured ribbing of current psychi- 
atry addicts, practitioners and fol- 
lowers alike. 

In that respect the play is some- 
what reminiscent of “Oh Men, Oh 
Women,” but Baker’s yarn is no 
copy of the Edward Chodorov en- 








Ruth | 
|fred Hinckley as a heavily-accent- 





try. With some sharp rewriting 


}a class job as the analyst’s suscep- 


tible wife, and Louis Girard is fine 
as the doctor. The leads get excel- 
lent support, particularly from Al- 


ed Freudian student. Carol Dough- 


;ty with a comic portrayal of the 


poet's breadwinning wife and Stan 
Watt, seen briefly but memorably 
as an epileptic husband whose 
missus is a psychiatric case. 
Ragotzy’s direction exploits the 
script, and Royal Eckert’s single 
setting is excellent. Bell. 


MOSCOW ART THEATRE 
IN LONDON NEXT MAY 


London, Aug. 6. 

London producer Peter Daubeny, 
who has presented various foreign 
language groups here in recent 
seasons, has signed the Moscow 
Art Theatre to play an engagement 
in the West End next May. He 
went to Moscow last year to see 
several productions by the com- 
pany, and subsequently negotiated 
a British appearance. : 

Zhe company of 70 will bring 18 
tons of scenery and a repertory of 
three Chekov plays, “Uncle Van- 
ya,” “Three Sisters,” and “Cherry 
Orchard.” 


See Calif. Arts Setup 
Due for Passage in ’58 
Los Angeles, Aug. 6. 
A bill for the creation of a Cali- 
fornia Foundation of Cultural Arts 
will “undoubtedly” be passed by 
the California Senate in 1958, if 
it doesn’t go through this year. 
That’s the opinion of local Actors 
Equity rep, Edd X. Russell. He con- 
siders passage of the measure this 
year unlikely. 
The bill was placed in the Sen- 
ate hopper by Senator Miller and, 








is | according to Russell, is packed by 


the California State Federation_of 
Labor. 


To Honor Mielziner 


Boston, Aug. 6. 

Broadway producer-designer Jo 
Mielziner - will receive an award 
Oct. 5 from the New England 
Theatre Conference for his “out- 
standing creative contribution to 
the American theatre.” The cere- 
mony will be ‘held at Northeastern 
U. in Boston. 

The citation will be based on 
Mielziner’s distinguished record as 
a designer (221 Broadway shows, 
including many notable artistic 
and boxoffice hits), his setting and 
lighting for the United Nations 
Conference on International Or- 
ganization at the Memorial Opera 
House, San Francisco in 1945, and 
on his work in the design of six 
theatres which were to have been 
part of the projected Lincoln 
Square development in New York. 
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Rudel’s Hope: Five-Figure Deficit’ 
N.Y. City Center Operas to Have 
New Productions, Conductors 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


Grand opera at the N. Y. City 
Center (Oct. 9-Nov. 10) with three 
weeks to follow in Boston, Detroit 
and scattered road dates will be 
“competing” this fall with the San 
Francisco Opera (seven weeks) the 
Chicago Lyric (seven weeks) and 
the NBC Opera tour (nine weeks). 
All make a pragtice of pre-dating 
the opening of the Metropolitan. 

But the fact that the N. Y. City 
Center is opening at all is suffi- 
ciently remarkable for last fall’s 
expected deficit of $100,000 sky- 
rocketed to $215,000. This season's 
general director, Julius Rudel, has 
a private ambition “to keep the 
opera deficit in five figures.” 

Rudel has one advantage the 
one-season 1956 general director, 
Eric Leinsdorf, lacked: he has been 
with the house since 1944. What 
he learned and absorbed as an 
assistant conductor ought now to 
be of the utmost practical (as well 
as artistic) advantage. 

Gone this season will be Leo 
Kerz's “lilt with a tilt” staging of 
last autumn, “though we may use 
some of his optical projection ef- 
fects if they seem to fit our pro- 
duction needs.” 

Sundry proposals during the 
past winter and spring had includ- 
ed turning to the Met Opera, the 
idea being to make the Center its 
opera comique. Both theory and 
self-interest collided, since the 
Center would be subservient rath- 
er than co-equal in the European 
wavy. 

Ordinarily such works as Puccini 

(Continued on page 61) 


Equity Booms in Canada; 
Membership Totals 500; 
Extending Jurisdiction 


Toronto, Aug. 6. 

Actors Equity has been making 
steady progress in organizing legit 
performers in this country. Mem- 
bership in the Canadian branch of 
the union has soared to approxi- 
mately 500 in the three years since 
Equity extended its jurisdiction to 
the Dominion. That total repre- 
sents a membership jump of 350 in 
the past year-and-a-half alone. 

Besides building up its actor ros- 
ter, the Canadian office has also 
succeeded in extending its jurisdic- 
tion over nearly all industrial 
shows in this country, without op- 
position from other performer un- 
ions. A committee has also been 
set up for the purpose of assisting 
theatres in their publicity, ad-pro- 
motion and development. 

Another committee has been 
formed, with Jane Mallet as chair- 
man, to work with the Actors’ 
Fund of America in the develop- 
ment of an Actors’ Fund of Canada. 
Several benefits have already been 
held, with another scheduled for 
temorrow (Thurs.) at the Stratford 
(Ont.) Festival. In cases where 
benefits were held on Sundays, 
the Sabbath Blue Laws in Toronto 
were sidestepped by peddling 
tickets as memberships in the 
Actors’ Fund of Canada. 

Those purchasing memberships 
were permitted to attend the Fund 
meeting held in the theatre and 
following organizational business, 
the confab was adjourned and the 
performance started. 


‘Odd Man’ Hits Jackpot 
Fast for Henry Sherek 
London, 6 


Aug. 6. 

After less that three week in the 
West End “Odd Man In,” the com- 
edy presented by Henry Sherek at 
the St. Martin’s Theatre, has re- 
couped its investment. It is thought 
to be the fastest payoff show in 
many years. 

West End presentation was pre- 
ceeded by a six-week provincial tour 
The French comedy-farce has a 
cast of three and single set. 











With the merger of the Legit- 
Independent Theatres of America 
and the Independent Boo! Of- 
fice, Ernest Rawley has gned 
from the former has re- 


turned to Toronto to resume as 
manager of the Royal Alexandra 
Theatre. 


4 
? 


Westchester Playhouse 
Folding at Mt. Kisco, N.Y. 


The Westchesier Playhouse, 
;Mount Kisco, N.Y., is shuttering 
prematurely next Sunday (11). 
Barton H. Emmett, managing direc- 
jtor of the theatre, attributes the 
|move to poor business, It’s the 
first mid-season closing in the 
barn’s 28-year history. 

Emmet is planning to expand 
and improve his barn facilities for 
next year. This may mean mov- 
ing to another site, since the pro- 
ducer, reportedly, offered to put 
up ,000 to facelift the current 
spot in return for a 20-year lease. 
It’s understood the offer was 
turned down by the Mount Kisco 
|Country Club, owners of the thea- 
|tre and land on which its situated. 
“Witness for the Prosecution,” 
| with Will Kuluva, Virginia Robin- 
|son and Charles Mendick in lead 
| roles, is current. 


$75,000 in Prizes 
For Italo Legit 


Rome, Aug. 6. 

A grand total of $75,000 in prize 
|money will be handed out to vari- 
|ous Italian legit companies, writ- 
ers, actors, and authors for worthy 
accomplishments during the past 
season, the Italian Government 
Entertainment Office has  an- 
nounced. Handouts come under 
the protective legislation governing 
the local entertainment sector, and 
consists of debates from tax levies. 
|Awards are made in order of ar- 
|tistic merit as determined by a 
| special committee. 

| Top money went to two compan- 
ies: Vittorio Gassmann and the De- 
Lullo-Falk-Guarnieri-Valli group, 
each receiving some $12,000. There 
was $9,000 awarded to each of the 
following: Proclemer-A|bertazzi; 
Pagnani-Villi; Ferzetti-Villi; and 
Cesco Baseggio. The Ricci-Magni, 
Nino Taranto, and Sant Erasmo 
companies each got $6,000 while 
some $3,000 each went to groups 
headed by Adani-Ninchi; Calindri- 
Volonghi-Coarti-Lionello. 

The following authors each re- 
eeived $1,500 for original Italo 
plays: the late Curzio Malaparte, 
Alessandro De Stefani, Guglielmo 
Giannini and Giovanni Cenzato. A 
like sum went to director Oreste 
Biancoli and to actors Olindo Cris- 
tina, Annibale Ninchi, Adelina 
Magnetti, and Luigi Cimara. 


New Names (and Faces) 
Stymie Equity Spotters 

Producer Stanley Woolf and 
Actors Equity are at odds again 
over the former's summer resort 
legit activities. Woolf, who went 
non-Equity in 1955, but posted a 
bond with the union in 1956, has 
withdrawn it this season. 

As was the case two seasons ago, 
Equity is burning because it fig- 
ures that union mymbers are work- 
ing for Woolf under assumed 
names. As a result, the Equity 
council has declared the producer 
“unfair.” The union is having 
trouble cracking down on any 
members who may be in Woolf's 


employ. 

The poy stumbling block 
is that if pros are involved in the 
Woolf productions, as Equity con- 
tends, probably obscure players 
who have not been recognized by 
the union’s field,.men. The Ameri- 
ean Guild of Variety Artists is 
supporting Equity by attempting to 
get hotel owners that book acts to 
bypass the Woolf productions. 


Laurette Taylor Play 
Rights to “Laurette,” the bi- 
ography of the late stage star, 
Laurette Taylor, by her daughter, 
te Courtney, have been 
acquired Metro writer Alan 
Pakula, who is working on a legit 
adaptation for the 1958-59 season. 
He has no immediate plans for film 
or tv treatment. 
The book was published in 1955. 























500G Campus Playhouse 


Opening in Shreveport 
Shreveport, Aug. 6. 

A new $500,000 campus-com- 
munity playhouse, aimed at year- 
around operation, opens at Centen- 
ary College here Thursday (1) 
with a semi-professional production 
of “King and I” by the Shreveport 
Summer Theatre, launching its 
12th season. The spot will called 
the Marjorie Lyons playhouse in 
honor of the wife of Charlton 
Lyons Sr., Shreveport oil man who 
with his wife and family, financed 
it. The house seats 350. 

Negotiations are on to present 
professional touring shows in the | 
fall and winter season under | 
college auspices. The Canadian | 
Players, Dublin Players and the! 
Lottie Goslar Pantomime Circus 
are under consideration. 


Chi Subscription 
May Set Record 
On ‘Lady’ Comeon 








Chicago, Aug. 6. 

With “My Fair Lady” the obvious, 
draw, the Theatre Guild expects! 
a big local subscription this sea-| 
son, perhaps its best ever. At pres- 
ent count, the Guild has over 14,- 
000 subscriptions (already higher 
than many previous seasons) with 
no advertisements except the usual 
direct mail to last year’s clients, 

Even though “Lady” is still three 
months away, anticipation for the 
show is mounting and, as the surest 
way to beat the inevitabie box- 
office stampede, the Guild may 
top 16,000 before fall. The record 
here for a season is slightly over 
15,000. 

Guild members won't get the 
usual privileges for “My Fair | 
Lady.” There'll be no discount for | 
the show, and subscribers will have | 
to wait until its fourth week in! 
Chicago to see it. First three weeks, | 
starting Nov. 4, are being turned | 
over to benefit groups, and it’s un- 
derstood those are nearly sold out | 
already. Show goes on subscription 
Nov. 25, and after Dec. 15 it will 
be on its own. 

According to Harriet Watts, lo-| 
eal Guild rep, Chicago perennially | 
has one of the biggest subscription 
lists in the country, often the big- 
gest. That seems to rebut state-'| 
ments about this being a poor legit | 
town. 
On the whole, Miss Watts says, 
last years’ subscribers were satis-| 
(Continued on page 60) } 


ANNA WIMAN DUE AS 
‘GENIUS’ CO-PRODUCER 


London, July 30. 

Anna Deere Wiman sails Thurs- 
day (1) for New York on the Queen 
Mary to launch a new legit ven- 
ture. In association with Courtney 
Burr & Malcolm Pearson she is to 
co-produce a new play, “Genius 
and the G Ad o a pt a by 
Aldous Huxley and Beth Wendel 
from the former’s novel. It’s due 
for a late fail or early winter open- 
ing on Broadway. 

Cedric Hardwicke is to stage the | 
production with Nancy Kelly and | 
Alan Webb as leads. 


Glacier National Park 
Opens Lodge-Strawhats | 


























East Glacier, Mont., Aug. 6. 
A nine-week professional play 
season has been launched in| 





Ist Half of ‘57, 





Philly Musicians’ Union 


Philadelphia, Aug. 6. 
As per usual in recent years, the 
musicians’ union has tossed new 





demands at local theatres on the! 
eve of the new legit season. Local | 


77, American Federation of Musi- 
cians, wants a 15% wage raise for 
men in the pit. 


William Goldman, planning to 


enter the local legit booking com-, 


petition this season with his re- 
furbished Erlanger Theatre, got the 
proposal last week for the tooter 
group. Citing increased cost of 
living the union seeks a wage boost 
from $110 to 126.60 a week. The 
personnel quota would remain the 
same, six men for straight plays 
and 20 for musicals. 

The Shuberts, who operate the 
Forrest, Shubert and Walnut Thea- 
tres, are to meet with with the 
union reps tomorrow (Wed.). 


‘Pajama’ Playing 
Cabaret ‘Circuit 


“Pajama Game” is opening up a 
new payoff field for legit musicals. 
Having cleaned up on Broadway 
and the road, being a multiple- 
production item in summer stock 
and due for release shortly in a 
screen version, it shows signs up 
becoming a profitable vehicle for 
the big-coin nitery circuit. 

The show recently played a click 
six-week engagement in condensed 
form at the Riviera, Las Vegas. It 
moved over last Friday night (2) 





to the Dunes, in the same resort, | 


and is set for four weeks, with op- 
tions for two extensions of two 
weeks each. 

Broadway producers Frederick 
Brisson, Robert E. Griffith & Har- 
old S. Prince have inquiries from 
the Moulin Rouge, Hollywood, and 
the Black Hawk, Chicago, for sub- 
sequent engagements for the musi- 
cal. There is also the likelihood 


that the same management's cur-| 


rent Broadway show, “Damn Yan- 
kees,” play similar cabaret book- 
ings starting in November. 
Although “Guys and _ Dolls,” 
played nitery engagements after its 


legit runs, it was a special produc- | 


tion mounted for that purpose. In 


contrast, “Pajama Game” is using | 
the same physical production that 


toured, with many of the same 
players, though without name 
leads. The script is cut slightly 
and the cast reduced from 40 to 
about 35, and set pieces are sub- 
stituted for the original hanging 
scenery. 

Actors Equity, which retains ju- 
risdiction for the cafe dates, re- 
quires that the players get pro-rata 
pay for all performances ‘normal- 
ly six) over the contractual eight. 
The shows are booked on an ex- 
pense-plus basis, the price general- 
ly running about $25,000-$30,000. 

On the strength of the post-tour 
bookings in stock and niteries, an- 
other profit distribution 
ing to 5% of the original invest- 
ment) was paid by “Pajama Game” 
early in July, and an additional 
one is due soon. 


Miami’s Weekend Tuners 
Bidding to Span Summer 


Miami, Aug. 6. 
This resort’s weekend musical 


Demands 15% Wage Hike 


(amount- | 


Glacier National Park. The Glacier | stock operation has apparently ar- 
Park Co., which operates ,the | rived—it’s being continued through 
hotels, motels lodges in the | the summer. The shows, presented 
park, has installed an arena theatre | by stock producer Sam Hirsch at 
in each of its three largest units. | the Dade County Auditorium, have 
The theatres, seating 300 or | increased from an average attend- 
more, are located in eastern | ance of 4,500 for the first four 
(Glacier Park Hotel), central | weekend offerings to 5,000 for the 
(Many Glacier Hotet) and western |!ast two, with admission at a $3 
(Lake McDonald Hotel) points | top. 
of the park. The project is) _ Hirsch impertS leads from New 
under the production auspices of | York for his productions, using lo- 
Leighton K. Brill, who formerly |¢al performers for the permanent 
operated the Melody Fair, Toronto, | Supporting company. The schedule 
Robin Short is director and lead- | Originally called for the presenta- 
ing man, while Greg Kayne is tion of six shows, but the series is 
scenic and costume designer. The "ow being extended indefinitely. 
company includes Queenie Smith, Current is “High Button Shoes,” 
Brice Knox Mel Dowd, Sonia)|to be followed by “Finian’s Rain- 
Torgeson, Robert Calder and John | bow” and then three Rodgers and 





Cretan. Hammerstein hits. 


23 New West End Shows During 


Including 6 Hits, 


14 Flops, 3 Still Undetermined 


By HAROLD MYERS 


London, Aug. 6 
Substantially more than half of 
the new legit shows opening in the 


West End of London in the first 


half of this. year, from Jan. 1 to 
June 30, have been financial fail- 
ures. A survey, covering 23 new 
productions, shows that only six 


have reached payoff status, where- 
as 14 have flopped. Three others 
among. the new entries are still 
running and théir status is still 
undertermined. 

Of the six successes, only one is 
of American origin. That is “Tea 
and Sympathy,” the Robert Ander- 
son drama, which, because of the 
Lord Chamberlain's ban on plays 
idealing with homosexuality, is 
tenanting the New Watergate Club 
Theatre at the Comedy. That's the 
second banned U.S. play to be 
‘staged at the Comedy since the 
new policy was inaugurated last 
October with Arthur Miller’s “A 
View from the Bridge.” That, too, 
was a quick payoff. 

Among the other successes is the 
| Australian import “Summer of the 
| Seventeenth Doll,” film rights for 
|which have been acquired by 
Hecht, Hill & Lancaster, and which 
is skedded for Broadway produc- 
| tion next winter. “At the Drep of 
\a Hat,” the two-man revue at the 
Fortune Theatre, has been a stand- 
}out success and Broadway rights 
| were recently acquired by Alex- 
(Continued on page 61) 
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‘Touring ‘Lady’ Repeats 
History of N.Y. Troupe; 
Has Benefit Ticket Row 


San Francisco, Aug. 6. 
Apparently the San Francisco 
jengagement of the touring “My 
| Fair Lady” is now official—there’s 
|been a row over tickets for next 
| Sunday's Actors Fund Benefit per- 
| formance of the show. Any “Lady” 
jbooking that doesn't involve a 
|ticket controversy just doesn't 
| count. 
| Charges that some members of 
'the “Lady” company monopolized 
|choice tickets for the show were 





|confirmed last week by company 
manager Joe Grossman. He put it 
more delicately, explaining that 
some of the actors may have been 
“unreasonable” in buying up any- 
| where from 60 to 90 pairs of seats 
japiece in the 3,300-seat Opera 
House. 

The cast reportedly twice voted 
down doing the benefit, although 
}one is required for every show 
jafter 15 weeks, under the basic 
contract between Actors Equity 
and the League of N.Y. Theatres. 
The benefit was finally approved in 
a third vote. Under Equity’s benefit 
rules, members of the benefit-show 
cast get first crack at tickets, with 
players in other current local shows 
(“Fanny” and “Reluctant Debu- 
}tante”’) and musicians union mem- 
bers also permitted to buy before 
the public sale. 

Result was that large blocks of 
the best seats were sold out. Gross- 
man feels that the boxoffice 
“should have turned down re- 
quests” for big blocks. Actually, 
the treasurer tried to turn down 
first requests for 60-70 pairs, but 
pointed out “there's nothing we 
can do in allocatting tickets” be- 
cause the contract entitles cast to 
'25° of the house first. 

Frisco scalpers are getting $15 
per on a $5.90 regular-performance 
ticket, as is at least one ticket 
agency in the St. Francis Hotel 
It’s expected that many of the $6 
| benefit tickets may go at the same 
rate. 

Actors Fund expects to gross 
between $16,500 and $16,800, be- 
lieved to be the fund's largest take 
in any U.S. theatre. Virtually all 
of that will be gravy, because 
there's no charge for the house, etc. 


Mary Learson, associated in last 
Season's off-Broadway production 
of “The Apollo of Bellac,” has 
leased a Greenwich Village garage 
for conversion into a 300-seat 
showcase for Grand Guignol pro- 
ductions. The operation, which 
will have an outdoor cafe and fa- 
cilities for coffee-drinking ‘between 
shows, is slated for an Oct. 1 open- 
‘ing. It'll be called The Bizarre, 
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Bway Still Sad; ‘New Girl’ $43,700, 
‘LIT $45,900, ‘Fella’ 246, Ewell 116, 
Merman $29,600, Ritchard $15,700 


Business remained dreary 
Broadway last week as receipts 
tumbled again for seven of the 10 
shows. One entry picked up slight- 


on} 


Career, Actors Playhouse (4-30- 
57). 

Country Wife, Renata (6-26-57). 

Ieeman Cometh, Circle-in-Square 


ly, while the other two held steady | (5-8-56). 


as the only sellouts. 


In Good King Charlies’ Golden 


The two’vapacity shows, as usual,| Days, Downtown (1-24-57). 


were “Bells Are Ringing” and| Purple Dust, Cherry Lane (12- 
“My Fair Lady.” The production | 27-56). 

lineup was increased to 11 this; School for Wives, Theatre Mar- 
week, with the resumption of | quee (6-19-57). 


“Auntie Mame,” following a five- 
week layoff. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP (Op- 
eretta’. 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to weeks played, 
number of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices, number 
of seats, capacity gross and stars. 
Price includes 10° Federal ‘and 
5°o City tax, but grosses are net; 
i.c., exclusive of tares. 

Bells Are Ringing, Shubert 
(MC) (36th wk; 284; $8.05; 1,453; | 


$58,101) (Judy Holliday). As al- 
ways $58,700. 
Damn Yankees, Adelphi 


(118th wk; 939; $7.50; 1,434; $50,-; 
000). On twofers. Previous week, 
$22.000; last week, over $22,600. 
Happy Hunting, Majestic (MC) 
(35th wk; 276; $8.05; 1,625; $69,-| 
989) (Ethel Merman). Previous! 
week, $31,900; last week, nearly | 
$29,600 
Li'l Abner, St. James (MC) (38th | 
wk; 300; $8.05; 1,028; $58,100). | 
Previous week, $47,800; last week, | 
almost $45 900. | 
Most Happy Fella, Imperial) 
(MD) (66th wk; 524; $7.50; 1,427; 


| 


$57,875). Previous week, $25,300; | 
last week, nearly $24,000. Moves 
Oct. 21 to the Broadway Theatre | 


where it closes Dec. 14, prior to 
beginning a road tour Dec. 23 in 
Detroit | 

My Fair Lady, Hellinger (MC) 
(73d wk; 579; $8.05; 1,551; $67,696) 
(Rex Harrison, Julie Andrews). As 
always $68,700. Harrison began a 
month's vacation last Thursday (1), 
with Edward Mulhare subbing. 

New Girl in Town, 46th St. (MD) 
(12th wk; 95; $9.20-$8.60; 1,297; 
659,084 (Gwen Verdon, Thelma, 
Ritter). Previous week, $47,300; 
last week, almost $43,700. 

No Time for Sergeants, Alvin (C) 
(94th wk; 748; $5.75-$4-60; 1,331; | 
$38,500). On discount _ tickets. 
Previous week, $18,200; last week, 
over $16,000. Closes Sept. 14 to 
tour 

Tunnel of Love, Royale (C) (24th | 


wk; 197; $5.75; 944; $34,000) (Tom) 
Ewell Previous week, $11,900; 
last week, almost $11,000. | 


Visit to a Small Planet, Booth 
(C) (26th wk; 204; $6.90-$5.75; 766; | 
$27,300) (Cyril Ritchard). Previous | 
week, $17,200; last week, nearly 


$15,700 
Reopening This Week 
Auntie Mame, Broadhurst (C) 


($6.90-$5.75: 
lind Russell). 
last Monday 
week layoff. 

OFF-BROADWAY 


ming dates in parentheses) 


1,182; $43,000) (Rosa- 
Began its 35th week 
(5), following a five- 


(On 








£ 








OOOO RO IAAI IK 


FOR LEASE 


The Modern 1580-Seat 
Center-City 


LOCUST ST. 
THEATRE 


Broad & Locust Streets 
Philadelphia 


Operated under Shubert man- 
agement for many seasons. 
Available as legitimate thea- 
tre or motion picture house. 
Completely equipped stage, 
lighting, etc. Large projection 
booth. High speed transporta- 
tion, parking for 4100 cars in 
immediate area. 


: BINSWANGER 


Leading the Nation in 
te Commercial & Industriol Real Estate 


«1420 WALNUT SY., PRILA 2 » PE 5-6202 
Lo.2.0.2.9.0.0.9.9.0.9.0.0.9.9.1 


SSeS SS SSS SS SS SS SS SS SS SSS ss sss 
Yoo IIb RR bb bb bib bb i tb at at a at 











| “Damn 


Synge Trilogy, Theatre East (3- 
6-57). 

Threepenny Opera, de Lys (9- 
20-55). 


‘SP’ Sizzling 756, 





Los Angeles, Aug. 6. 
Heat appeared to have affected 
last week’s new entry, “Diary of 
Anne Frank,” but “South Pacific” 
continued to stir up a ‘boxoffice 
storm for capacity business. Both 
| shows continue this week, the last 





(MC)| frame for “South Pacific.” 


Estimates for Last Week 
Diary of Anne Frank, Hunting- 


ton Hartford (D) (1st wk) ($4.95- 
$5.50; 1,024; $33,000) (Joseph 
Schildkraut). Theatre Guild cut- 


rates and heat held gross down to 
around $25,500 for the first of four 
weeks. 

South Pacific, Philharmonic Aud 
(MC) (4th wk) ($5.95; 2,670; $80,- 
000) (Mary Martin, George Tozzi) 
Another $75,900; closes next Saf- 
urday (10). 


‘Chalk’ Passable $12,000, 
Philly’s Park Playhouse 


Philadelphia, Aug. 6 

“Chalk Garden,” seventh offer- 
ing of the season at Philly’s mu- 
nicipally-operated Playhouse in the 
Park, grossed a moderate $12,000 
That was about $2,000 below the 
previous week's “Desk Set.” 

Current is “Janus,” starring 
Imogene Coca. 








‘Yankees’ Speedy $35,000 
In Outdoor Week, L’ville 


Louisville, Aug. 6. 
Du-For production of 
Yankees,” with Sherry 
O'Neil and Fred Harper, grossed a 
sock $35,000 in the fifth week of 
the summer season at Iroquois 
Amphitheatre, with clear weather 
all the. way. 

Final week, opening last night 
(Mon.) brings Liberace, with 
George Liberace, Jean Fenn, and 
supporting acts, backgrounded by 
|the George Liberace orchestra. 


British Shows 


(Figures denote opening dates) 


LONDON 
At Drop of Hat, Fortune (1-24.57), 
Boy Friend, Wyndnam’s (12-i-53) 
Bride & Bachelor, Duchess (12-19-56). 
Chalk Garden, Haymarket (4-11-56). 
Damn Yankees, Coliseum (3-28-57). 
Dead Secret, Piccadilly (5-30-57) 
Dear Delinquent, Westminster 
Dry Rot, Whitehal -31-54) 
Fanny, Drury Lane (11-15-56). 
For Amusement Only, Apollo (6-5-56). 
Free As Air, Savoy (6-6-57). 
Grab Me a Gondola, Lyric (12-26-56). 
House by Lake, York’s (5-9-56) 
it’s the 
Less Than Kind, Arts (6-27-57). 
Lovebirds, Adelphi (4-20-57) 
Meet By Moonlight, Aldwych (8-1-57). 
Mousetrap, Ambassadors (11-25-52) 
Mew Crazy Gang, Vic. Pal. (12-18-56), 
No Time Sgts., Her Maj. (8-23-58). 
Nude With Violin, Globe (11-7-58). 
Odd Man tn, St. Martin's (7-16-57), 
Oh, My Papa, Garrick (7-17-57). 
Plaisirs De Paris, Wales (4-20-57). 
Sailor Beware, Strand (2-16-55). 
S$alad Days, Vaudeville (8-5-54) 
Silver, Wedding, Cambridge (7-9-57). 
bix ths’ Grace, Phoenix (6-4-57). 
Summer of 17th, New (4-30-57). 
Tea & Sympathy, Comedy (4-25-57). 
Tropical Heat, New Lind. (4-23-57). 
Waltz of Toreadors, Criterion (3-27-50 
Yerma, Arts (7-31-57). 

SCHEDULED OPENINGs 
Entertainer, Palace (9-10-57) 
Nekrassov, Roval Ct. (9-17-57) 
Repertory, Old Vic (9-18-57). 


. , ON TOUR 
j rowning Version & Fumed Oak 
| D’Oyly Carte 

Doctor in the House 
Hotel Paradiso 

Glemour Girls 

Janus 

Nest of Robins 

Pajama Game 
Passionate Lover 
Plaintiff in a Pretty Hat 
Reiuctant Debutante 
Time Murderer, Please 
Towards Zero 

Whole Truth 


Denis 





(G-5-57) 








Diary’ $2550, LA 


eography, St. James's (6-12-57) 


Slezak $12,400 in ‘Angels’ 
For 2d Stock Week, Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 6. 

| “My Three Angels,” starring 
| Walter Slezak, grossed $12,400 last 
| week, the second of a fortnight’s 
| stand at the Edgewater Beach Play- 
house here. The take for the pre- 
vious frame was $11,300. 

“Father of the Bride,” starring 
Henry Morgan, is current. 


‘Lady Wow 11346, 
Fanny’ Fast 54, 
‘Sets.’ $31,100, SF. 


San Francisco, Aug, 6. 

“My Fair Lady” national com- 
| pany continues a blockbuster in the 
|3,300-seat Opera House, with the 
fourth week’s gross edging above 
the $113,200 house record set: the 
previous frame. Third week of 
Civie Light Opera’s “Fanny” was 
near-sellout at the Curran and fifth 
session of “No Time for Sergeants” 
at the Geary remained substantial, 
and appears set to continue 
through September. 
| “The Reluctant Debutante,” in 
its fourth week, held about even at 
the Alcazar, but still below its 
breaking point. 

“Diary of Anne Frank,” starring 
Joseph Schildkraut, is due Aug. 26 
at Alcazar, from Los Angeles, and 
“Annie Get Your Gun,’ CLO re- 
vival with Mary Martin and John 
Raitt, opens Aug. 19 at the Curran. 

Estimates for Last Week 

My Fair Lady, Opera House (4th 
wk) ($5.50-$5.90; 3,300; $115,000) 
‘Anne Rogers, Brian Aherne). 
Standees-only $113,500; previous 
week, $113,200; slightly below 
house potential because of CLO 
subscription 

Fanny, Curran (3d wk) ($5.50- 
$5.90; 1.758; $58,000) (Claude Dau- 
phin, Doretta Morrow, Italo Tajo). 
Near - sellout $54,000; previous 
week, $54,000; slightly below house 
potential because of CLO sub- 
scription 

No Time for Sergeants, Geary 





5th wk) ($4.40-$4.95; 1,550; $36,- 
000) (James Holden. Strong $31,- 
100; previous week, $31,900 
Reluctant Debutante, Alcazar 
(4th wk) ($3.85; 1,147; $27,200) 
(Reginald Gardiner, Brenda 
Forbes) Slim $9,700; previous 


week, $9,700; exits Aug. 24 for the 
Huntington Hartford, Hollywood, 


GISELE MacKENZIE IN 
‘ANNIE’ $51,400, DALLAS 


Dallas, Aug. 6. 





Closing stanza of “Annie Get 
Your Gun,” starring Gisele Mac-| 
Kenzie, grossed a smash $51,400 


for the last seven 
through Sunday’s (4) matinee at 
State Fair Musicals. The Irving 
Berlin revival’s second week caught 
the summer's hottest weather, with 
the mercury 
110 degrees, one degree short of 


performances 


the all-time high here. This marked | 


Miss MacKenzie's third 
| appearance in four years. 
| “South Pacific,” starring -Patrice 
| Munsel, opened last night ‘«Mon.) 
for a fortnight’s run. Featured in 
the season's fifth production are 
Sylvia Syms, Earl Wrightson, Lew 
Parker and Frank Porrera. 


Musicals’ 





SCHEDULED N.Y. OPENINGS 
BROADWAY 
| (Theatres Set) 
*Long Day’s Journey, Hayes (8-19-57). 
*Simply Heavenly, Playhouse (8-20-57). 
*Separate Tables, Music Box (9-2-57). 
Mask & Gown, Golden (9-12-57). 
New faces, Broadway (9-19-57). 
Cave Dwellers, Bijou (9-23-57). 
West Side Story, Wint. Gard. (9-26-57). 
Sat. Night Kid, Morosco (10-2-57). 
Miss Lonelyhearts, Music Box (10-3-57). 
Look in Anger, Lyceum (10-3-57), 
Egghead, Barrymore (10-9-57). 
Four Winds, Cort (10-10-57) 
Romanoff & Juliet, Plymouth (10-10-57), 
Compuision, Belasco (10-14-57) 
Under Milk Wood, Miller (10-15-57), 
Nature’s Way, Coronet (10-16-57). 
Copper and Brass, Beck (10-17-57), 
Monique, Golden (10-22-57) 
Fair Game, Longacre (10-23-57). 
For Amusement, Ambass. (10-25-57). 
Sq. Root of Wonderful, Nat’l (10-30-57). 
Jamaica, Imperial (10-31-57). 
Speak, Lucinda, ANTA (11-7-57). 
Time Remembered, Morosco (11-10-57). 
Country Wife, Adelphi (11-27-57). 
Look Homeward, Barrymore (11-28-57). 
Dark Top Stairs, Music Box (12-5-57), 
Miss !tsobel, Royale (12-26-57). 
Music Aan, Majestic (12-28-57). 
(Theatres Not Set) 
Strongest (10-2-57). 
Rumple (10-31-57) 
Soft Touch (11-6-57) 
Nyde With Violin (wk. 11-11-57). 
Rope Dancers (wk. 11-18-57). 
Shadow of My Enemy (wk. 12-9-57). 
Salt Air (wk. 1-27-58 
Rivalry (1-27-58) 
Captain’s Paradise ('-28-58) 
Sunrise at Campobello (1-30-58). 
Love Me Little (2-6-58) 
OFF-BROADWAY 
Sweeney Todd, Sullivan St. (8-27-57), 
Tevya, Carnegie Playhouse (9-16-57). 
te: Asterisks indicate reopen 


vote: 


, ngs. 





ranging from 100 to} 


‘Pajama’ Spiffy $68,000, 


Starlight Theatre, K.C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 6. 


Best effort of the season at the 
| Starlight Theatre was turned in by 


| week’s run Sunday night (4). Week } : 
| topped $68,000, including a record| the English Stage Co. production 
jattendance came Friday evening of Jean-Paul Sartre’s ‘“‘Nekrassov, 


(1), when more than 8,100 people 





Playwright Guy Bolton and his 
wife returned from London yes- 
|“Pajama Game” which closed a|terday (Tues.) on the Queen Mary. 


Robert Helpmann will star in 


opening Aug. 19 as a feature of 


saw the show in the 7,600-seat out- | the Edinburgh Festival, 


|door theatre in Swope Park. 

| Previous week of “By the Beauti- 
ful Sea” proved a mild entry, 
Lillian Roth being credited with 
a good performance, but the box 
| office being light at $40,000. 

| “Panama Hattie” as the seventh 
| presentation of the season opened 





| last night (Mon.) with Julie Wilson, | 


Pepper Davis and Tony Reese. 


| ‘Othello’-‘Merchant’ 31G 
_At Stratford (Conn.) Fest 


| Stratford, Conn., Aug. 6. 
| American Shakespeare Festival 
| Theatre continues to roll along in 
|high gear. Seven shows ending 
| Sunday (4) grossed just under $31,- 
|000, season’s best week (preview 
lof “Much Ado About Nothing” 
|skedded for last Tuesday had to 
| be cancelled because scenery was 
|not ready). 
With “Much Ado” preeming at 
matinee tomorrow ‘(Wed.) the 
| third and last entry of ’57 will be 
done four times a week from here 
ion, “Othello” and “Merchant of 
Venice” each twice. Latter has 
been consistent sellout, 
many as 40 standees. 
| Reed departs 
|}from ASFT this week to become 
|cultural attache to U.S. embassy 
|in Paris, but it's a leave of absence 
only. His duties as president are 
| being assumed by Lawrence Lang- 
r and Lincoln Kirstein as co- 
administrators. 





| Joseph Verner 


| Earnest’ $7,100, Olney 


} Olney, Md., Aug. 6. 
| The new strawhat musical, “Half 
in Earnest,” starring Anna Russell, 





drew over $7,100 for its second | 
week at Olney Theatre, just short 
of the initial week. Opus was 
panned by all D.C. critics, but 


treated more gently by Baltimore 
| reviewers 

atre tonight (Tues.) for a fortnight 
| run of “Hidden River.” 


| Stock Tryouts 


(Aug. 5-18) 

Apple Reddens, by Russe! McLaughlin— 
| Stowe (Vt.) Playhouse (16-18) 
| Back to Methuselah, Arnold Moss’ con- 
densed version of Bernard Shaw's play 
(Celeste Holm, Arnold Moss)—Hinsdale 
dil.) Summer Theatre (5-10) 

Circus of Dr. Lao, by Gwyn Conger 
Steinbeck and Nathaniel Benchley from 
book by Charles Finney (Burgess Mere- 
dith)—Famous Artists Playhouse, Fayette- 





| 


| ville, N.Y. (5-19) (Reviewed in VARIETY, 
| July 17, °57) 
Duicinea, by Gaston Baty, adapted by 


| Alvin Sullum (Ezra Stone. Hilda Simms) 


| —White Barn Theatre, Westport, Conn. 
ab. 

|_ Fever for Life, by Orin Borsten (Fay 
| Bainter)--Hyde Park (N.Y.) Playhouse 
| 


(5-10); Westport 
house (12-17). 

} Gimmick, by Joseph Julian (Leora Dana) 
—Elitch’s Gardens, Denver (5-10) (Origi- 


(Conn.) Country Play- 


Country Playhouse last summer and re- 
viewed in VARIETY, Aug. 1, °56). 
Good Night, Mr. Lincoln, by John B. 
Kelly—Parkway Playhouse, Burnsville, 
-10), 


N.C, (9-1 
Half in Earnest, musical version of 
Oscar Wilde’s “Importance of Being 


Earnest,” by Vivian Ellis (Anna Russell) 
—Ivy Tower Playhouse, Spring Lake, N.J. 
—_ (Reviewed in VARIETY, June 26, 
+57). 


Home James, musical—Priscilla Beach 
Theatre, Plymouth, Mass. (5-10). 

No Laughing Matter, by Armand Sala- 
crou, adapted by Lucienne Hill (Scott 
McKay, Meg Mundy, Max Adrian)—Jehn 
Drew Theatre, East Hampton, L.I. (5-10) 
(Original London production reviewed in 
VARIETY, Jan. 30, °57) 

Roger the Sixth, by Joseph Carole (Dor- 
othy Lamour, Robert Alda)—Theatre by 
the Sea, Matunuck, R.I. (5-10) (Reviewed 
in VARIETY, July 17, °57). 

Saddie Tramps, by Lonny Chapman, 
with music by Joseph Garvey. lyrics by 
Logan Ramsey, Pat Hingle anc Chapman 
—Cecilwood Theatre, Fishkill, N.Y. (6-11). 

Simon and Laura, by Allan Meiville 
(Faye Emerson)— John Drew Theatre, 
East Hampton, L.I. (12-17) (Original Lon- 
don production reviewed in VARIETY, 
Dec. 8, °54). 

Will and the Way, by Michael J. Mol- 
loy—Red Barn Theatre, Northport, N.Y. 





(13-18) (Original Dublin production re- 
viewed in VARIETY, Sept. 14, °55), 
Touring Shows 
(Aug. 5-18) 


Diary of Anne Frank (Joseph Schild- 
kraut)—Hartford, L.A. (5-17). 

My Fair Lady (2d Co.) (Brian 
Anne Rogers)—Opera House, S.F. 

No Time for Sergeants (24 Co.)—Geary, 
S.F.. (5-17), 

Reluctant Debutante (Reginald Gardi- 
ner, Brenda Forbes)—Aleazar, §.F. (5-17). 


Aherne, 
. (5-17). 





2d Avenue and 





with as| 


Signe Hasso opens at Olney The- | 


nal version tried out at Westport (Conn.) | 





REHEARSAL SPACE AVAILABLE 


DOWNTOWN NATIONAL THEATRE 


|{ Stage Dimensions: 40 ft. opening: 30 ft. from curtain line to back wall. 
Cail Between 11:00 A.M. & 4:00 P.M. 


Moira Shearer and Anton Wal- 

brook are set for a leading role in 
Henry Sherek’s Edinburgh Festival 
presentation of the Hasenclever 
}play, “Man of Distinction.” Also 
| signed for the cast is Canadian-born 
Leo Ciceri, who appeared in Lon- 
'don and New York in “Tiger at 
| the Gates.” 

Lula Bates returned Monday 
night (5) to the east of “New Girl 
in Town,” following a throat oper- 
ation. 

Lo Hardin, one of the stage 
managers of “Happy Hunting,” at 
the Majestic, N. Y., is supervising 


the Rheingold show tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at the Waldorf-Astoria, 
_ 2 


Understudy Michael Evans went 
on as Professor Higgins role in 
the touring company of “My Fair 
Lady” in San Francisco last week 
when Brian Aherne was out be- 
cause of laryngitis. 

John Moffat, who was in the hit 
revival of “Country Wife” in Lon- 
don last season with Laurence 
| Harvey, will also be in the forth- 
{coming Broadway edition of the 
|show to costar Julie Harris and 
| Harvey. 

Alfred Drake is being sought to 
costar with Henry Kendall and 
Dennis Price in a London produc- 
tion of “A Royal Suite,” by Cle- 
ment Scott Gilbert. 

“A Dead Secret,” Rodney Ack- 
land’s current London drama, is 
being sought by the Habimah Play- 
ers for production in Israel. 

Legit-tv actress Ellen Parker 
will be featured as a deaf mute in 





the Barbizon Productions’ film, 
“The Cop Hater,” to be shot in 
New York. 





The bi-lingual U. S. productioa 
of “Prometheus Bound,” originally 
(Continued on page 62) 











| . . . 
| Chi Subscription 





Continued from page 539 Sew 


fied, as indicated by the fact that 
13,000 of the new season sub- 
scriptions are renewals. The sub- 
scription office has already sold 
three-fourths of the Guild's ca- 
pacity (18,240 seats, less press and 
house seats) and the way things 
|are going may bypass the annual 
| advertisement in the local Sunday 
gazettes. 

Theatre Guild is bringing in 
eight shows this season, the first of 
| which, “Diary of Anne Frank,” is 
| tentatively set for an Oct. 21 open- 
jing at the Erlanger. It’s possible 
| that the non-Guild touring versions 
|of “Fanny” and “Auntie Mame” 
}may relight Chicago legit houses 
| before that date. 
| Other tentative Guild entries, 
| with tentatives dates, are: “Waltz 
of the Toreadors,” at the Black- 
| stone, Oct. 28; “Happiest Million- 
| aire,” at the Harris, Jan. 27, and 
| “Separate Tables,” at an unspeci- 
| fied house, Feb. 24. 





Sked 4 Shows in Mpls. 
Minneapolis, Aug. 6. 

The Lyceum, local legit house, 
| has only four touring shows defi- 
|nitely dated so far for the coming 
| Season. All are Theatre Guild sub- 
| scription offerings. A Fifth is to be 
forthcoming from the Guild to 
complete its quota to subscribers. 

Those shows set and their dates 
are “No Time for Sergeants,”. Oct. 
17; “Waltz of the Toreadors.” Nov. 
25; “Happiest Millionaire,” Jan. 
14, and “Separate Tables,” Feb, 17. 
“Sergeants” will run 10 days and 
the others a week each. 

Last season the Lyeeum had a 
total of only five shows, all Guild 
subscription offerings. ai 











DANCE STUDIO 
FOR SALE 


Or part-time rental on regular basis. 
Luxuriously equipped; air-conditioned; 
beautiful baliroom. Midtown-estab- 
lished. Box V 58-57, Variety, 154 W. 
|] 46th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 
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Literati 


| has done his&her companion books 


for simultaneous Prentice - Hall 
or $6.95 for the set. Norman M. 
Lobsenz, freelance author, ~ has 


edited “His Bedside Companion” 





Eleanor Robson’s Memoir 

Mrs. August Belmont, who was 
the famed American and British | 
stage star Eleanor Robson before | 
her marriage to the financier, has | 
authored her autobiog, “The Fab- 
ric of Memory,” which Farrar, 
Straus & Cudahy will publish in 
October. : 

A memoir of another sort is “My 
Partner-In-Law: The story of | 
George Morton Levy,” Long Island | 
attorney who founded the Roose- 
velt Raceway ‘harness-racing), writ- 
ten by former district attorney 
Martin Littleton (“as told to Kyle 
Crichton”). Both lawyers often op- 
posed each other but when Little- | 
ton returned to private practice he 
became Levy's law partner. Also a 
FS&C publication, as is “The Will | 
to Think,” edited by Norman| 
Cousins, editor of The Saturday 
Review, culled from the magazine 
titled Think, fourded in 1935 by 
the late Thomas J. Watson (IBM). 
Pieces include writings by Ralph | 
Bunche, Irwin Edman, Louis Brom- | 
field, Vannevar Bush, George N. 
Shuster, Abbe Ernest Dimnet, 
Lewis Douglas and T. J. Watson Jr. 





John Springer’s Film Book 

Thirty years of talking pictures 
(1927-57) are covered in a picture- 
and-text history which will be com- 
ing out this fall. The book, “All| 
The Magic Moments,” is subtitled | 
“30 Years of Talkies—from ‘Mam- | 
my’ to Marilyn” and is written by | 
John Springer, 20th Century-Fox | 
publicist and former newspaper 
film critic who has written several | 
books and magazine articles on the | 
screen. At least 25 movies of each | 
year are covered pictorially with | 
others discussed in the text. 

Don Bevan (‘co-author of the 
play, “Stalag 17,” and current) 
creator of the caricatures at 
“Sardi’s restaurant) has designed 
the cover which is a caricature 
cavalcade of 60 top film stars. 

“All The Magic Moments” is to 
be published by Filosa Publica- 
tions. hitherto an _ organization 
which has specialized in magazines 
with a teen-age appeal. The talkie 
history is the first in a series of 
special publications which will 
come out in a format the size of 
Holiday magazine, priced at $1 for 
newsstand and book store sale. 
There is a strong probability of a 
simultaneous hard-cover publica- 
tion by another publishing house. 

Filosa, incidentally, has a group | 
of names familiar to show business 
in its organization. Gary Filosa is 
president; James Gordon  Mac-} 
Arthur (actor-son of Charles | 
MacArthur and Helen Hayes) has | 
the title of chairman of the board; | 
vice-presidents include Charles 
Francis Filosa, singer Pat Boone. 
Jody McCrea (actor son of Joel 
McCrea and Frances Dee) and Dick 
Zanuck (son of Darryl F, Zanuck). 
Actors Anthony Perkins and Rob- 
ert Wagner are also said to be 
interested in the publishing com- 
pany. 


| 
} 





U. of Tll’s ‘Costuming’ Book 

University of Illinois Press has 
just- published “Costuming for the 
Modern Stage” by Laura Zirner 
describing an economical method 
for adapting certain basic costume 
elements into a variety of period 
fashions for stage purposes. “Con- 
verible” costume is copiously il- 
lustrated. 

Author is the wife of Prof. Lud- 
wig Zirner, director of the uni- 
versity’s Opera Workshop. 





2 Sens’ Reminiscenses 

Edward G. Robinson Jr. and 
Jesse James Jr. have written books, 
which Fell will publish this fall, 
dealing with their fathers. “My 
Father, My Son” is young Robin- 
son’s book title, in collaboration 
with William Dufty (“based on an 
idea by N.-P. Dee”). 

“Jesse James, My Father,” with 
a foreword by William F. Kelleher, 
is the other title. This a reprint of 
an 1899 edition, now a collector's 
item, and purports to tell “the true 
story” of the legendary bandit. 





Roy Thomson Expanding 

Roy Thomson, Canadian news- 

aper owner, and now boss of 
Scotsman Publications, Edinburgh, 
as well as program contractor for 
indie tv in Scotland, is dickering 
for control of a group of local 
newspapers centered in Inverness, 
Scotland. 

Talks have been going on for 
some months with the directors of 
Highland News Limited, which pub- 
lishes the Highland News & Foot- 
ball Times in Inverness, the North 
Star in Dingwall, the Forres 
News, and the Caithness Courier 
at Thurso. 

Thomson plans to extend his in- 
terests into the Highlands and 


|for Putnam's in September, telling 


‘of “The Grim Truth About Life| T 
| Insurance,” also a fall item from smith of Old 
; the same pub. 


/source for this collection of car- 


| edited 


| tales 


and Margery Darrell Lobsenz, book 


| newspaper and tv organization, and | editor of Look, has edited “Her 


the population centres of the In- | Bedside Companion.” 


verness area, er 
Covenant Books 

Books for Catholic and Protestant 

Two vet Detroit newspapermen, readers have been a regular cata- 
Norman Beasley and George W. | log item with a number of pub- 
Stark, authored “Made in Detroit” | lishing houses but Farrar, Straus 
& Cudahy's Cevenant Books series 
the growth of that industrial city |is perhaps a first for the Jewish 
from 1900-1930. Ralph Henderson, | juvenile trade. They are published 
ex-financial editor of the N.Y.|in conjunction with the Jewish 
World-Telegram & Sun, is author Publication Society of America. 
The first four titles are “Silver- 
| New York: Myer 
Myers,” Colonial patriot, by Wil- 
liam Wise; “Border Hawk: August 
| Bondi” ‘Salina, Kansas, frontiers- 
man who fought with the Fifth 
|Kans&s Cavalry during the Civil 
| War), written by Lloyd Alexander; 
| Lois Harris Kuhn’s biog of sculp- 


Newspapermen’s Books 


Turin and Milan newspaperman 
Filippo Sacchi is author of “The 
Magic Baton,” also Putnam’s, saga 
of Arturo Toscanini. 





Barnes’ Beaucoup Sports Books 


itor Jo Davidson; and “Major 
Vet sports writer Fred Russeil ae 
has titled his memoirs, “Bury Me | ee, een by Robert D. 


In An Old Press Box,” which} 
Barnes will publish in October. 
Nashville (Tenn.) Banner staffer 
also does the annual Pigskin Pre- | ley’s Believe It Or Not, has con- 


view for the Satevepost. A retrer. | tracted with Pocket Books Inc. to 


rell’s “My Basebail Diary,” also | Dring out two further collections 


Barnes. jof “Believe It Or Not” material in 
John and Alice Durant’s “Pic- 


/1958. With publication of its 
torial History of the American Cir- 


PB’s ‘Believe It Or Not’ 


|fourth “Believe It Or Not” car- 


cus” (introduction by Tom Park- | ‘0s this month, PB sales will 
inson); “A Treasury of Sports Car- | PM ee a me 

toons” edited by Lawrence Larier, | . — x. ." ~ mate ~% ye the 
who holds some kind of a record | '0cket Book titles was taken from 


: - ‘ : | one or another of the nine collec- 
ee ee | tions of Bélieve It Or Not Cartoons 


eage _ . ae |published by Simon & Schuster, 
a the Licht Torch” by | which have had sales over 700,000. 
N.Y. World-Telegram & Sun car- 

toonist Willard Mullin, as told to a A os From moat Cell 
Dave ‘CBS sports dept.) Camerer; | ;, ame an Quentin prisoner 
and “Outdoor Life's Gallery of | aryl Chessman, who has stalled 
North American Game,” edited by | ‘®¢ 848 chamber on a murder con- 
the editors of Outdoor Life maga- | viction for nine years has authored 
zine, are other Barnes publications | an oo of ow mate for Pren- 
on the fall agenda. | tice-Hall publicat on. Book al- 

“Sports Afield Treasury of Wa- legedly was forbidden authorship 
terfowl” is a $12.50 gift book item |>Y Prison authorities and was 
under that mag’s auspices, for the | S™U88led out, written in the night 
Xmas trade, In the same idiom hours in his death cell, with his 
“The Spectacle of Sport,” excerpts fingerprints and signature on each 
from Sports Illustrated magazine, aro for ees 
was arranged by Norton Wood, m. hessman’s “Cell 2455, Death 
with introduction by Sydney L. | Row’ and “Trial By Ordeal” were 
James, managing editor of SI. This, | P¥¢vious big sellers. 
too, is keyed to the Xmas gift 
trade at $15 a copy $12.95 pre- 
publication). Both published by 
Prentice-Hall. 

An anthology of a lighter sort_is | 
“Look on the Light Side,” edited 
by Gurney Williams, humor editor 
of Look mag, which is the major 





CHATTER 

Raceway Publications of Buffalo 
Inc. has changed its name to Buf- 
falo Hockey Publications _Inc.; 
office is in Buffale. 

Pryer Corp. authorized. to con- 
duct a publishing business and to 
deal in newspapers and periodicals. 
Greenbaum, Wolff & Ernst, 285 
| Madison Ave., N.Y,, filing attor- 
; neys at Albany. 

A Show Biz Anthology |. Mary Roberts Rinehart celebrates 

Jerry D. Lewis, ex-N.Y. Journal her 81st birthday with publication 
sportswriter and now a Hollywood | Of her 61st book on Aug. 12. “The 
scripter for films, radio and tv, has | Mary, Roberts Rinehart 

a collection of “Great | Book” includes three enduring 
Stories About Show Business,” 27 | f@vorites—“The Door,” “The Con- 

by Bemelmans, Benchley, fession” and The Red Lamp. 

Bromfeld, Coward, Cobb, Fitzger- |, Alan LeMay’s new Harper novel, 
ald, Gallico, Galsworthy, Hecht, | “The Unforgiven,” due Sept. 16, 
Hellinger, Kober, Lardner, Maugh-| as been bought by Hecht-Hill- 
am, O'Hara, Runyon, Schulberg,| Lancaster for $75,000, with J. P. 
|Shaw (G. B. and Irwin), Sheean, | Miller on the screenplay. LeMay’s 
‘Thurber and others. Coward-Mc- | “The Searchers” was a WB-John 
Cann is publishing in October. , Wayne filmization also. 


toons and humor pieces. Also a 


P-H publication. 








publication next month, $3.95 each, | 


Doug Storer, president of Rip- | 


-Crime | 











ander H. Cohen. Other hits in- 
| clude Emile Littler’s comedy at the 

Aldwych, “The Love Birds,” the 
new Julian Slade musical, “Free 
As Air,” and “Dear Delinquent” 
at the Westminster, starring Anna 
Massey and David Tomlinson. 
| One Broadway musical import is 
among the trio of shows which 
jhave yet to prove their status 
“Damn Yankees,” which opened at 
|the Coliseum last March 28, has 
recouped a substantial part of its 
original investment, but has some 
| distance to go before the produc- 
tion cost is repaid. 

The two other shows in this class 
are “Six Months’ Grace,” a comedy 
| starring, Yvonne Arnaud and Mi- 
|chael Shepley, and “A Dead Se- 
lcret,” at the Piccadilly with P ,' 
| Scofield, Megs Jenkins and Lai«- 
man Browne. Both are presented 
|by H. M, Tennent. 

Among the failures are two Brit- 
ish musicals, One, “The Crystal 
| Heart,” with Gladys Cooper in the 
\lead, ran only a few nights. The 
other, “Zuleika,” held on for sev- 
eral weeks and was recently with- 
drawn. Three Broadway imports 
included among the financial flops, 
are “A Hatful of Rain,” “Camino 
Real” and “Janus.” A comedy of 
| American origin, “Olive Ogilvie,” 
| was given its first airing in Lon- 
| don, with a view to eventual trans- 
| fer to New York, but its West End 
failure presumably ended that 
| idea. 
| Although the new entries in the 
|first half of the year were over- 
| weighted by the number of fail- 
ures, the West End is still dom- 
jinated by 15 standout hits, all of 
|which opened before Jan. 1 last. 
They include such exceptionally 
long runners as “The Mousetrap,’ 
which has tenanted the Ambassa- 
dors since November 1952; “The 
Boy Friend,” which has been at 
Wyndhams since January 1954; 
“Salad Days,” which has been at 
the Vaudeville since Aug. 5, 1954, 
and “Dry Rot,” which has been at 
the Whitehall since Aug) 31, 
“Sailor Beware,” presented by the 
late Jack Waller, has been at the 
Strand since February, 1955, and 


has just passed it's 1,000th per- 
formance. 
Among the productions which 


opened before the turn of the year 
‘and are still running, only one, 
|“Fanny,” has yet to recoup its in- 
|vestment. The Broadway musical 
|import, presented by S. A. Gorlin- 
sky at Drury Lane, is expected to 


\it will start a countrywide tour. 
| It is not considered likely that the 
|tuner will repay its capital cost in 
|the West End, but it’s expected to 
|come into the black on the road. 
| “Fanny” is an outstanding exam- 
|ple of a show dogged by bad luck. 
|It opened at the peak of the Suez 
! crisis, which hit West End biz, and 





Another Coward collection is “It | 
| Happened in New York” by M. R. | 
| Werner, most of them previously | 
published in The New Yorker. 





P-H’s Show Biz Books 
Prentice-Hall’s fall list includes 

| several show business items. 
| Olive Stokes Mix, widow of the 





Comedy-Drama; (R) Revue; (MC) 
shew is still running. 


London's West End Season 


« JAN. 1 TO JUNE 30, 1957 
| Key to parenthetical designations: (C) Comedy; (D) Drama; (CD) 


Musical Comedy. Asterisk denotes 


| famed movie cowboy star, has au- i 
‘thored “The Fabulous Tom Mix” Hits 
|in collaboration with Eric Heath. (6) 





| “Dragnet” producer-star Jack)| At the Drop of a Hat (R)* 
Webb (there’s aslo a whodunit au- The Love Birds (C)* 
‘thor of the same name) had writ-| Tea and Sympathy (D)* 
ten a salute to the Los Angeles 
Police Dept., with whom he has 
worked so assiduously, under title 
of “The Badge,” due in October. 
coarse ie _—— ae Damn Yankees (MC)* 

| Linkletter’s “Kids Say The Darnd-| six , (C)* 
est Things!” is born of that pro- a So 
gram, illustrated by Charles M. - 
Schulz, with foreword by Walt 

Disney. | The Crystal Heart (MC) 

Also by way of tv is Dr. Joyce | Hatful of Rain (D) 
a “10 ove. fare | Olive Ogilvie (C) 
ul Memory” in collaboration with | The Iron Duchess (C) 
Col. Edward P. F. Eagan, New Camino Real (D) 

York attorney and former N. Y.! Zuleika (MC) 

State Boxing Commissioner. Miss Janus (C) 

Brothers came to attention on 
“The $64,000 Question” with her 
knowledge of sports. 

N. M. Haynes of the Amplifier 
Corp. of America is author of “Ele- 
ments of Magnetic Tape Record- 
ing.” 

“Be My Guest” is the title of 
hotelier Conrad N. Hilton’s auto- 
biog which Prentice-Hall will pub- 
lish this fall. 

yo pioneering 

in a “best books” (for children) 

endorsement for a series to be 

blished by Prentice-Hall for the 
mas trade 


The Mousetrap (D) 

For Amusement Only (R) 
Waltz of the Toreadors (C) 
House By the Lake (D) 
The Chalk Garden (D) 
Sailor Beware (C) 

Salad Days (MC) 

Dry Rot (C) 





establish a firm link between his 





A Mr, and Mrs, authoring team 


Summer of the Seventeenth Doll 
(D)* 

Free As Air (MC)* 

Dear Delinquent (C)* 


Status Not Yet Determined 
(3) 


A Dead Secret (D)* 


Failures 
(14) 


The Best Damn Lie (D) 

Restless Heart (D) 

Three From Rome (R) 

A Month of Sundays (C) 

It’s the Geography that Counts ‘D) 
The Glass Cage (D) 

Subway in the Sky (D) 


Opened Before Jan. 1 and Still Running June 30 
Hits 
(15) 


The Boy Friend (MC) 
Bride and the Bachelor ‘C) 
Nude With Violin (C) 

No Time for Sergeants (C) 
Grab Me a Gondola (MC) 
These Foolish Kings ‘R) 
Plaintiff in a Pretty Hat ‘C) 


Status Not Yet Determined 
a 
Fanny (MC) 


Continued from page 59 Game 


1954. | 


continue until the early fall, when | 


23 New West End Shows 





was, for some time, seriously hurt 
by gasoline rationing. Until the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer abol- 
ished admission tax for the live 
theatre last May, Gorlinsky had 
paid over some $28,000 to the 
Treasury in entertainment duties. 
If he'd been allowed to retain that 
sum, the production would have 
long since been out of the red, 

The survey does not include the 
repertory seasons at the Royal 
Court Theatre or the Old Vic, nor 
the presentations at the Arts The- 
atre Club, all of which are for lim- 
ited periods. Also excluded are 
the Gilbert and Sullivan season at 
the Princes and the Italian Ojera 
‘season at the Stoll Theatre, both 
financial successes. 

“Plaintiff in a Pretty Hat,” which 
was still running at the St. Mar- 
tin's at the end of the half year, 
June 30, was withdrawn July 13. 

(For the pervious six-month pe- 
riod, July 1-Dec. 31, 1956, there 
were 28 new shows produced in the 
West End, of which four had re- 
couped by the end of that time, 
while 11 were failures and 13 were 
then of undetermined classification. 
Thus, for the 12-month period cor- 
responding to. Broadway's June 1- 
, May 31 season, there were 51 new 
shows produced in London's West 
End.—Ed.) 


Rudel-City Center 











=_ 


Continued from page 59 gems 


and much of Verdi classifies under 
opera comique, but nobody at the 
Center expected Rudolf Bing to 
give up any part of these values, 
especially not his beloved Verdi. 
Out of the confusion following the 
Leinsdorf quickie and the result- 
ing enigma came the rallying of 
the craft unions at the Center, and 
their united action swayed the 
Board to try opera again with the 
55th Street organization's own re- 
sources, 

Interestingly enough, concert 
managers threw their influence 
against making the Center a Met 
satellite, fearing it would shrink 
the opera field and to some extent 
dilute the value for road recitals 
of the Met Opera credit line. 

Rudel is intent upon attracting 
new sources of patronage. “Bear- 
ing in mind our advertising budget 
limitations, we- hope to do more toe 
draw music levers from among 
native New Yorkers and tourists.” 

New this fall will be the Cen- 
ter’s first experiment with opera 
“subscription tickets’”—a semi-flex- 
ible scheme of any five operas at 
10°® off for the package. One prob- 
lem is the large balcony ‘over 
1,400 seats) against the main floor’s 
800 seats at $3.80 top. 
| All the operas this fall are either 

newly back in repertory or must 
be re-staged for conventional scen- 
ery. Of the latter the Center has 
a Jersey warehouse full, valued at 
$350,000. 

As budgeted this season, the 

Center will average 45 musicians in 
the pit, a basic chorus of 28, and 19 
stagehands. Margaret Webster will 
stage “Macbeth.” Val Rosing is to 
direct “Turandot” (‘season pre- 
miere), “Faust” and “Butterfiy.” 
Marcella Cisney handles “Suzan- 
na.” one holdover from i956. 
Michael Pollock , up from the 
;chorus as Rudel is up from the 
|pit, will be artistic administrator 
and will stage “Seraglio,” “Travi- 
ata” and “Carmen.” Jose Iturbi is 
,; making his U. S. debut here as an 
opera conductor of two Spanish 
novelties. 
| Regarding Lehar’s “Merry Wid- 
ow,” to be sung in English, the in- 
jtention is to stick to the original 
Henry W. Savage U. S. treatment, 
not the version used last spring at 
the same house for Jan Kiepura- 
Marta Eggerth. 
| Andros Nominkos was in from 
Greece for some time, conferring 
with the board at the Center, and 
will return from Salzburg in early 
,September to assume his post as 
new artistic director of the opera, 
| Other conductors for 1957 in- 
|clude Peter Herman Adler, Arturo 
Basile, Theodore Bloomfield and 
|Allers. Gino Smart is set as cho- 
| rusmaster. Kurt Saffir, who dates 
| back, will be assistant conductor, 
| augmented by Constantine Collin- 
vos and Otto Lehman. 

In all, the Center’s N. Y. opera 
season will number 33 perform- 
ances. 


. 
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Broadway 


The Bert Parks’ to BevHills for 
a two-week vacation quickie be- | 


tween his broadcasts. weer in Larry Steele’s “Smart Af- 


Billy Graham, the evangelist, 
will be luncheon guest Seaneervew | 
(Thurs.) at the Overseas Press | 
Club, N.Y. | 
Former Stork Club manager, 
Dick Conlon, now host at the Hotel 
Wellington's Medallion Room, off | 
to Quebec on vacation. } 
Serge Semenenko, film financier | 
and y.p. of the First National Bank | 
of Boston, sailed for Europe last | 
week on the S.S. United States. 
Radio City Music Hall publicity 
chief Fred Lynch's actress-daugh- | 


ter Lynda Lynch to marry actor 
Eugene Matthew Lyons in Sep- 
tember. | 


Phoenix, a 50c mag about Green- | 
wich Village is due out come fail. | 
Editor is Dick Francis of “Off- 
Broadway” periodical antecedents. 
Joyce Ackers is handling promo- 
tion 

O'd radio hands thought they 
sniffed daytime serial inflence in 
summer tryout play, “A Time to! 
Be Rich,” which was hardly a 
Surprise, since author Julian Funt 
is a vet of the soaps. 

Scripter Leonard L. Leginson’s 
cousin, singer Joy Lane, who’s 
disked for Coral and Capitol (not 


to be confused with teen-singer 
Joy Layne), in from Hollywood 
with an eye to Broadway legit 


musicals 

Janet Stevenson, Co-author with 
her husband, Philip Stevenson, of 
the 1942-43 Broadway’ drama, 
“Counterattack,” has written a 
first novel, “Weep No More,” due 
for publication in a few weeks by 


Viking Press. 
James Slevin, of the Miriam 
Howell agency, is taking in the) 


tryout of the French import, “No 
Laughing Matter,” an office item, 
this week at the John Drew Thea- 
tre, East Hampton, L.L, then goes 
to Cape Cod for vacation. | 

As the 5th-6th Ave. boundaries | 
of West 52d St. increasingly be- 
come part of the expanding Rocke- 
feller Center environs, the strip | 
joints ,have merely moved one 
biock west and their daily ads now 
accent “between 6th and 7th Ave.” 

A. M. Sonnabend’s Hotel Corp. 
of America (Roosevelt and Plaza | 
in N. Y., Mayflower, Washington, | 
among others) dickering to take) 
over Gordon Hotels Ltd., which 
owns hostelries in London, Monte 


Carlo and two English seacoast 
resorts. 
Renee Kluger appointed pub- 


licity director of Hotel Rooseveli 
by Edward L. Buckley, general 
manager. Miss Kluger had been 








| film 


Jehnson quintet, doing such good 
biz she’s 
Royal Nevada lounge. 


When Maurice Rocco closed last 


fairs of '58” at the Dunes, he 
moved into the lounge for nightly 
stints. 

Gene Austin & his wife an- 
chored their trailer here for a 
spell, The Austins came in for 
Roberta Sherwood’s opening at EF) 
Rancho. 

Joe E. Lewis sez that he, Frank 
Sinatra, and Sophié Tucker would 
like to have world preem of his 


| biopic which stars Sinatra, “The 


Joker Is Wild,” here in Vegas for 
charity. 

Les Devor, Dunes publicist, and 
Carlton Adair, general manager, 
trying to persuade WB to preem 
version of “Pajama Game 
here as tie-in with opening of the 
Broadway hit which has_ been 
transferred from Riviera to the 
Dunes. 








Sartre 


ame COntinued from page | ome 


tor in New Orleans, He was inte!li- 


gent and a specialist in blood dis- 
eases and analysis. He admitted 
there was no difference between 
white and Negro blood but was 
against the mingling of the two 
for transfusions, especially in using 


| Negro blood for whites. 


He said he was also influenced 
by the Scottsboro case in which 
two girls changed their testimony, 
about their rape by the boys, de- 
pending on the authority which 
put the cases and consequences 
before them, just as his simple, 
and even spiritually pure, prostitute 
was talked into signing a false 
rape charge due to sentimental ref- 
erences to the American mother 


|and Uncle Sam. 


As a play Sartre said it could 
be done as “gallows humor,” that 
is making people laugh but still 


| having them feel ill at ease about 


the problem involved. A film, be- 
ing more real, would turn this 
into melodrama so he changed the 
end of the film intimating that the 
girl and the Negro had escaped 


while in the play he was lynched | 


and she was left in the clutches 
of a sadistic character. In the film 
this would have been untenable, 
according to Sartre. 

Actually Sartre feels that the 
changing status of the Negro in 
the U.S. is most hopeful. The war 


aang held over at the | 
0 | 


London 


(Temple Bar 5041/9952) 


Guy Bolton was on the Queen 
Mary to New York last week. 

Kitza Kazacos, Greek-born song- 
stress, to Athens on a threeweek 
vacation. 

Milly Vitale arrived from Rome 
io attend London preem of “Flesh 
is Weak” at Cameo-Royal. 

Henry -Phillips joined Rank 
Overseas to co-ordinate its star 
buildup program in more than 50 
territories. 


Sir Philip Warter taking the 


| 


Eastman color dealing with the 
Himalayan Mountains. 


Dancer billed as Margo, the 


'Z-Bomb, currently winding up a 


lengthy Japan stay, signed a six- 
month pact with the Tivoli Circuit 
of Australia. The Puerto Rican 
shaker inked deal with Tivoli chief 
David N. Martin and is set to open 
Aug. 9 at Sydney Tivoli. 
Beginning next March, New 
York City Ballet group will tour 
Japan under sponsorship of the 
State Department. Entire com- 
pany will make trip. Venture is 


|}seen as effort to offset Soviet cul- 


chair today (Wed.) at annual stock- | 


holders meeting of Associated 
British Picture Corp. 

Mike J. Frankovich, Chief Bar- 
ker of the London Variety Club, 
was the tent’s rep on BBC-TV’s 
“A-Z” program last Friday. 

Jimmy Thompson, currently ap- 
pearing in “For Amusement Only,” 
leaving London Aug. 19 for @ vaca- 
ticn in N.Y. and Florida; will cele- 
brate his first wedding anni in 
the U.S. 

tank contract artist Belinda Lee 
left for Rome over the weekend to 
star in an Italian-French co-pro- 
duction, “Aphrodite, Goddess of 
Love,” to be filmed in Italy and 
Yugoslavia 

Gordon Knight, head of Board 
of Trade’s film division, jo'ns Sir 
Frank Lee in Washington next 
month on the negotiations for 
renewal of Anglo-American Film 
Agreement. 

Carl Moehner, who arrived here 
week to star in “Camp on 
Blood Island,” for Mammer Films, 
being paged by Carl Foreman to 
join cast of “‘Stella,”’ his first indie 
production under his Columbia 
contract, 

Anton Dolin, artistic director of 
the Festival Ballet, honored by 
Royal Academy of Dancing with 
the presentation of Queen Eliza- 
beth II Coronation Award in re- 
cognition of his 35 years outstand- 
ing contribution to British ballet. | 

In accordance with Jack Waller's 
last wish before his sudden death 
a week ago, the party to celebrate 
the 1,000th performance of “Sailor 
Beware” took place on schedule 
last Friday (2). He had, of course, 


last 


presented the comedy at the 

Strand, 

| Cleveland | 

| By Glenn C. Pullen 
Vocalist Helen Merrill teaming 


ied to fuller rights for American | 


colored people and the _ recent 


up with Ronald Bright trio at Sam 
Firsten’s Modern Jazz Room. 


William F. McDermott, vet 
drama critic of Cleveland Plain 
Dealer, now making a column- 


writing tour of Europe with wife 
Eva. 


| Broadway 
{and Gown,” formerly titled “An | 
'Evening With T. C. Jones.” 


tural impact Moscow’s_ Bolshoi 
Theatre Ballet is expected to make 
in Japan during its tour starting 
shortly. 
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scheduled for a one-shot presen- 
tation tomorrow (Thurs.) in Athens, 
will be repeated next Sunday (11) 
in the Delphi (Greece) Theatre. 
A new grape drink, a _ switch 
from the usual orange-flavored 
product sold in Broadway legit 
houses, was introduced 
at the St. James Theatre, N. Y. 
The Stage & Arena Guild of 
America has been tagged by Com- 
munity Enterprises, Inc., repre- 
senting 10 charitable Pennsylvania 
organizations, to produce the first 
of a series of annual charity shows 


Aug. 24 at the Lansdowne Stadi- 
um, Bristol, Pa. 
“Love Me Little,” a comedy 


adapted by John Fuller from a 
novelette by Amanda Vail (pseu- 
donym for a male advertising writ- 
er), is scheduled for Broadway 
production Feb. Alexander 
H. Cohen, with 
recting. The scenery will be de- 
signed by Ralph Alswang. 

Gordon Dilworth is substituting 
for Stanley Holloway in the Broad- 
way production of “My Fair Lady.” 
Holloway, who tripped over an 
electric cord in his apartment last 
week and broke his shoulder in 


6 by 


two places, is expected to be out) 


of the musical for a month. 
Bryant Haliday will be Leonard 

Sillman’s partner in the upcoming 

production of “Mask 


“Gentlemen Be Seated,” with 


| book by Edward Eager and score | local 


by Jerome Moross, is planned for 
Broadway production next spring 
by the Playwrights Co., with Vin- 
cent H. Donehue directing. 

Jack Dunphy’s “The Saturday 
Night Kid” has been set for an 
interim booking at the Morosco 


Theatre, N. Y., beginning Oct. 2.) 


The Oliver Smith-Theatre Guild- 


last week } 


Alfred Drake di- | 


Hollywood 

Dan Dailey back from N.Y. 

Noel Coward in town for a visit, 

Don Taylor bedded by the flu. 

Tony Quinn selling his ranch at 
Ojai. 

Bob Cummings bedded by a virus 
attack. 

Actor Peter Walker critically in- 
jured in a car crash. 

Alan Jay Lerner and Frederick 
Loewe arrived from N. Y. 

Dan Dailey readying a string of 
dance studios around the country. 

John Roberts, Broadway pro- 
ducer, in for gabs on “Miss Isobel.” 

Carol Morris, “Miss Universe of 
1956,” exited Universal contract to 
freelance. 

Don Hartman bought a new 
home in Beverly Hills and a place 
in Palm Springs. 

Producers Association feted Bra- 
zilian Ambassador Armaral Peixoto 
at a Bevhills Hotel luncheon pre- 
ceding a tour of Metro. 

Mrs, Hazel Reiswitz, a staffer in 
the Fox West Coast accounting de- 
partment, feted on her retirement 
after 23 years of service. 





Vienna 


By Emil W. Maass 


(Grosse Schiffgasse 1A; Tel. 
35-61-56) 
Scala Theatre (former legit) 


plans to install first Todd-AO sys- 
tem in Austria. 

Memorial tablet unveiled on 
house, Landstrasse 75, where Mo- 
zart finished his “Don Juan.” 

Thornton Wilder will lecture 
during Salzburg seminaries on 
“Drama” in the summer of 1958. 

Ernst Neubach shooting, with 
Grethe Weiser in the lead, the 
operetta film, “How a Vienna Girl 
| Kisses.” 


| 


Rome 
By Robert F. Hawkins 
(Archimede 145; Tel. 800211) 


Anna Magnani will follow her 
vacation in her seaside villa with 
a proposed stint in “Risate di 
Gioia,” for an Italian company this 
fall. 

Merle Oberon and _ husband 
| Bruno Pagliai to Nice and a Medi- 
terranean cruise es their 

wedding. ‘They'll live in 
| Mexico City. 

Raf Vallone off to Spain, where 
he’s starring in “The Reapers,” 
| J. A. Bardem’s new film alongside 
|Carmen Sevilla and Jorge Mistral. 
|Item, produced by Suevia Films, 
is being shot in Manzanares. 

Antonio Matouk and _ Ismael 
| Rodriguez, producer and director 





an account executive with David O. “be 
Alber Associates, previously with | desegregation policy was a great 
stride forward. 


Benton & Bowles and also an as-| 5 
sociate editor of Beechhurst Press. | 
GAC prexy Larry Kanaga did a_ 
dive off his speedboat on Long | 
| 








Summer Fete 
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Island Sound to rescue the pet fam- 
ily pooch from drowning and al-) 
most got knocked out himself. He | 
-lost a new pair of $35 sunglasses, | been shown in hypoing tourism to 
which the playful poodle knocked | New York. 
off his rescuer and Kanaga suf- | Summer, normally an off-season, 
aaes a a when the speedboat | had been profitable for two years 
swung around. ij s dh been 
Continental Hilton, Mexico City, | 0 the Past, but the trend has 
latest in the global chain of luxury| “ppis year. there’s been less in- 
hostelries under the Conrad of ‘ . ae 
Hilton management, was one of the ee Ne ——— Po eng 
buildings hardest hit by the Mex-| Paved New York during . 
mer, in either the Latin Quarter 


ico earthquake last week, While 7 
theve were ie casualties, a com-|° the Copacabana. There's been 
plete reconstruction program is One less class cafe this year with 
necessary but the hotel’s running|the closing of the Nick Prounis- 
operation will not be curtailed.| Arnold Rossfield Versailies, and 
’ Plumbing and the like are among one less important intimery with 
the structural things that must be | the shuttering of Le Ruban Bleu. 
reinforced because of the quake. Of course, with the lack of head- 
“World citizen” Garry Davis, liners current in the N.Y. niteries, 








actor-son of bandleader Meyer 
Davis, again in the news when he 
was jailed by West Germany au- 
thorities for trying to cross into 
Communist East Germany. As 
holder of “World Citizen Pass No. 
000,0001," which the U.S. born 
Davis tore up, it was not recog- 
nized by German authorities. | 
Young Davis, who has stated sev-| 
eral times before that he would 
“settle down in the U. S.,” was| 
quoted in an AP dispatch as stat- 
ing, “I can write a new one any 
time” when asked how he could 


expenses are lowered considerably, 
and the operators are content to 
operate on the decreased scale, 
since it’s better to remain open 
even at no profit than to shutter 
completely. 
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One Dalcine emerged from a 
mummy to essay Zorita’s old snake 


Ellen Robertson, p.a. of Arena’s 
ice spectacles, handling publicity 
for legit Hanna’s current summer 
film festival opened by “Johnny 
Tremain.” 

Johnny Price and Robert Bishop 
3d, chiefs of Musicarnival tent 
strawhatter, introducing art ex- 
hibit by local talent to plug open- 
ing of “Song of Norway.” 

Eve Roberts doubled at Korn- 
man’s Back Room as -chanteuse 
while rehearsing leading femme 
dramatic role in “Hatful of Rain” 
for Chagrin Valley Playhouse for 
two-week run. 


Herman Pirchner closed his up-* 


Roger L. Stevens productions will! of Mexican pic, “To Zok,” recently 
preceed its Broadway preem with | awarded a Berlin Fest prize, here 
a three-week road run, following|to look into production combines 
a breakin stanza at the Westport! with local outfits. They'll also 
(Conn.) Country Playhouse, start-| show their pic at the Venice Fest. 
ing Sept. 2. George Keathley, a} A German location unit is cur- 
newcomer to Broadway, will direct.|rently shooting footage in the 

Roy Poole will play the title role | same North Italian spot, Misurina 
in “Macbeth,” the third and final| recently used by David 0. Selz- 
production of the N. Y. Summer |nick’s “A Farewell to Arms” pro- 
called “Schoen ist 


Shakespeare Festival’s cuffo-ad-| duction. Pic, 
mission presentations in Central | die Welt,” is directed by Geza von 
Park, N. Y. Others set for the | Bolvary. . 
cast include Colleen Dewhurst,| Gino Cervi off to Spain once 


John McLiam, Peggy Bennion and| more for another Spanish-Italian 
Robert Geiringer. | co-production, “Agressione al Par- 


eect " ’ : Jay Blackton has taken over | adisco.” Thesper then returns to 
<g - - — Jerry Arlen’s spot as conductor of | Italy for an Italo-French item. In 
Village, while sailing on S. §, the upcoming Broadway musical,|December he opens a legit series 
Aquarama as its new food and “Jamaica.” Arlen, brother of the |m Milan with “Caton a Hot Tin 
like: = ai tuner’s composer, Harold Arlen, | Roof” and “Patate. 


likker service chief, 

Kay, George and Jan Paderew- 
ski, former Cleveland musical 
team that bought a Florida res- 
taurant, on one month visit to Al 
Naiman’s Zephyr Room during 
busman’s vacation here. 

Benno Frank, director of musi- 
cal plays bicycling between Anti- 
och College’s campus and Toledo’s 
Zoo amphitheatre in Shakespeare- 
under-Stars series, starting to 
work on Karamu’s initial fall pro- 
duction of “Pipe Dream.” 


Jaques Sernas’ signed _ for 
“Aphrodite,” Italo-French co-pro- 
runs. | duction also starring Belinda Lee 

Leslie Stevens’ “The Marriage-| 4nd Massino Serato. Observers 
Go-Round” is scheduled for Broad-| are wondering whether there'll be 
way production early next year by |4 title conflict with other proposed 


will, reportedly, receive his con- 
tractual salary as long as the show 


project, which Ben 


Paul Gregory, possibly with Eve 
Arden starring. 

Jack Dunphy’s “Light a Penny 
Candle” has been optioned by 
Jose Quintero, Leigh Connell and 
Theodore Mann for off-Broadway 


|production at their Circle in the 


| Square. 


| 

|ed by Gloria Safier, is now being | 
Tokyo | represented 

|The actress is slated to appear in| Ltd, 
the upcoming production of “Ca-| 


By David M. Jampel 
Parrenin String Quartet of Paris 
due for a series of concerts begin- 
ning Aug. 16 in Tokyo. 


Constance Ford, formerly agent- 


by Baum - Newborn. 


reer” at the Playhouse in the Park, 
Philadelphia. 


“Aphrodite” 
| Hecht has recently announced, also 
as an Italian locationer. 


} . 
| Chicago 

Kim Novak due here this week- 
erd for a brief visit with her fam- 
| ily. 
Fred Kohlman, New Orleans 
drummer, joined the combo at Jazz 


Four Voices subbing on NBC- 
| TV’s “Club 60” this week for the 
| vacationing Mello-Larks. 


identify himself in future at cus- | dance, but with a dummy asp. 





toms’ borders. Show's” star, Dianne DeLys, an- 
ie nounced as “Direct from Paris,” 
Las Vegas | shattered the illusion by talking. 
| Another so billed, Nina Romance, 
By Forrest Duke perhaps wisely kept her pretty trap 
(DUdley 2-6100) | shut. 
Harry Belafonte set for the Two local beauty-contest win- 


Riviera Christmas show. ners appeared. One, a brunette 
Ann Mason a big click with her named Irene Madores, bellied 
lounge chirping at the Flamingo. | through a Turkish terp. The other, 
Russ Morgan orch, set for four blonde dazzler Venus Fabienne— 
frames at the Royal Nevada, will) Belgian-born daughter of Louis Ar- 
be followed by the Shep Fields; mand Scheers, w.k. Montreal chef— 
combo, |achieved a slightly Oriental -touch. 
Carol Channing huddled with) Twelve of the girls were mono 
writers for George Burns & Gracie, monikered. Only overt burleycue 
Allen tv series, in which she'll be reference was in announcing Sonia, 
featured this fall. |“*known as the sultry sophisticate 
Betty Reilly, backed by the Dick/ of burlesque.” 


Eight members of a Haitian 
dance team led by Jean Leon Des- 
tine opened a three-week tour of 
Japan's key cities. 

Author Peggy Mann of “A Room 
in Paris’ and Albert Kornfeld. 
former chief editor of House and 
Garden, here on first leg of global 
trip with Miss Mann’s mother to 
research stories. 

Ballerina Alexandra Danilova 
and her partner, Frederick Frank- 
tin, here for 12 performances with 
the Tachibana and Asami Maki 
Ballet troupes slated for Tokyo’s 
Sankei Hall, Aug. 19 to Sept. 9. 

Japan's Daiei and Hong Kong’s 
Shaw Bros, planning another co- 


“The Hamlet of Stepney Green,”| Al DiBitteto, show biz columnist 
by Bernard Kops, is scheduled for | for the Peacock Newspapers here, 
off-Broadway production this fall| starting an interview show on 

| by Joseph O’Brien and Rhett Cone) WTAQ this week from Gerage’s 
at their newly established Cricket | Restaurant. 

Theatre. It will be produced by ar-| Leonard Stone, Cathryn Damon, 
rangem :nt with Mark Marvin, who) Walter Farrell and Harry Stanton 
controls the rights to the property.|here for principal roles in the 

Harry Forwood will be press-| Highland Park Music Theatre ver- 

|agent for the road tour of “Sepa-|sion of “Dam Yankees.” 

rate Tables,” with Thomas V. Bod-| Johnnie Pate, bass player with 
kin, as manager; Scott Jackson, as | Dorothy Donegan and former lead- 
| production stage manager, and er of a Chicago jazz trio, quitting 
| Howard Fischer, as assistant stage to become record manager of 
|manager. The production, co-star-|Gamble-Hinge music store. 

|ring Eric Portman and Geraldine Studs Terkel taking lead in Tent- 
| Page, is currently playing Central|house Theatre’s production of 
City, Col. It resumes Sept. 2 at|‘‘View From the Bridge,” which 


production after the completion of| the Music Box Theatre, N. Y., for | opens next Monday (12). “Big Bill” 


“The Long Nose,” currently being 
filmed in southern India. New 
‘project will be a documentary in 


Broonzy, blues singer, recovering 
at Billings Hospital after having a 
lung removed. 


four weeks, and starts a tour ar om 
30 at the Locust Theatre, Phila- 
| delphia, 
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| and three years ago took the Wash-|1 in New York. He was manager 


_ OBITUARIES | 


A. C. BLUMENTHAL 
A. C.. Blumenthal, 66, who ac- 


danceband that was well known FM at Berkeley, Cal, in 1948, was | July 24 in Cleveland. 
at Duncans | are his wife, Eleanor Hansen, WHK | audience of 175. The performance 


around the Chicago nitery loop! 


quired theatres for the Fox chain|and in high demand at functions 
and was a prominent show biz fig-|of some of the Windy City’s most 
ure in the '20s, died July 29 in Bev-| prominent families. 


erly Hills of a cerebral blood clot. 
He also operated the Reforma 
Hotel, Mexico City, and 


hotels in Mexico. 

During his varied show biz ca- 
reer, “Blumey” supervised the 
theatrical enterprises of the late 
Florenz Ziegfeld Jr. Before Zieg- 
feld’s death, he took over the man- 
agement of “Show Boat.” 


parti¢- | 
ipated in the construction of other | 
| halted his piano playing. When he 


Blumenthal was known as a real- | 


ty wizard, having accumulated sev- 
eral fortunes in that field. His 
original fortune was made through 
the sale of the West Coast Theatres 
to the late William Fox He ex- 
panded the chain throughout the 
country and aided in the establish- 
ment of the Fox Theatre Corp. In 
one of these transactions, his com- 
missions were said to have ex- 
ceeded $1,000,000. He acquired ap- 
proximately 2,000 houses for Fox. 

Blumenthal was a close friend of 
the late Mayor James Walker of 
New York and entertained theatri- 
cal figures lavishly. both at the 
Hotel Ambassador and at his West- 
chester home. He married show- 
girl Peggy Fears in 1927. At their 
separation, there was almost con- 


tinual litigation until their diverce | 


in 1945. 


Tax difficulties made it neces- | 


sary for Blumenthal to move to 
Mexico in 1941 where he went into 
hotel and nitery operations. By 


1945 he sent the Treasury Dept. a} 


for $152.221.69 for back 
taxes and interest. Four years 
later. with a decline in tourism, he 
was broke again, but was back on 
his feet by 1951. Not long after- 
wards. he sold his Mexican inter- 
and returned to California, 


{ heck 


ests 











where he opened an office in Bev- 
erly Hills. 


WALTER L. HOWE 

Walter L. Howe, 78, former ac- 
tor and then active in the adver- 
tising agency business until his ill- 
ness last week, died July 31 in 
Toronto. Born in London, England, 
where he received his early stage 
experience, Howe made his first 
trip to this side of the Atlantic 
with Sir Johnston Forbes-Robert- 
son’s company of Rudyard Kip- 
ling’s “The Light That Failed.” 

He remained to play Broadway 
roles with Douglas Fairbanks Sr. 
and Margaret Anglin, plus North 
American tours. Howe was later 
star of “The Man They Could Not 
Hang,” which toured the U. S. and 
Canada. 

In Toronto, Howe later joined 
the rep companies of Vaughan 
Glaser and Cameron Matthews for 
several seasons in the now demol- 
ished Princess Theatre. His last 
theatrical job was as company 
manager of “Chin Up” during the 
trans-Canada tour of this musicom- 
edy some 15 years ago. Until his 
illness last week, he had been ac- 
counts executive for several years 
with the Vickers & Benson agency. 

Survived by his wife, Muriel 
Dean, who had played many major 
roles opposite him; and a daughter. 


ERNEST CUTTING 

Ernest Cutting, 73, pianist, com- 
poser and musicomedy conductor, 
died July 31 in Flushing, L.I. 

Cutting launched his career in 
Europe as a concert pianist and 
appeared in numerous concert halls 
including Loendon’s Albert 
and St. James Hall. Later in the 
U. S., he was one of the original 
members of Ted Lewis’s band and 
also appeared with Paul Whiteman. 
As a musicomedy conductor, he 
worked numerous Broadway shows 
including “The Girl end,” 
“Texas Guinan’s Padlocks,” “Fol- 
low Through” and “Lovely Lady.” 

In 1930, he joined NBC. Later, 
he become a member of the pro- 
gram board and in 1933 was ap- 
pointed director of auditions. From 
1935-36 he had his own program 
called “Airbreaks.” 

Wife, three sons and two daugh- 
ters survive. 








SOL WAGNER 
Sol Wagner, 58, bandleader and 


| 





JOHN TREVILLE LATOUCHE 
Passed Away August 7, 1956 


|“New Faces” and for “John Mur- 


Hall | delphia 


Wagner took leave from the 
band for a brief period to become 
Joe E. Lewis’ first piano accom-| 
panist. A hand injury years later | 
broke up his band he became a| 
music publishers’ rep, working for | 
Al Beilin, among others. For the) 
last seven years, he was employed | 
as a turntable operator for NBC in| 
Chicago. | 

His wife and sister survive. 
| 





- VAUGHN W. COMFORT 
Vaughn W. Comfort, 51, operatic 
singer who toured the U. S. and/| 


City, N. J. He successfully audi- 
tioned for the Metropolitan Opera 
when only 21. 

He was the son of Vaughn W. 
Comfort Sr., a noted minstrel man. 
The younger Comfort had ap- 
peared with Steel Pier, Atlantic 
City, minstrels and in various night 
clubs in Jersey shore area for the 
past 20 years. During World War 
II he organized shows and enter- 
tained troops while serving in 
Army Special Services. 

Surviving are his wife and) 
daughter, Jeanne Ann Comfort. | 
Latter is a singer. 


JOHN R. ROX 
John R. Rox, 50, songwriter and 
composer for Broadway shews, 
died Aug. 5 in Davis Park, Great 
South Bay, L.I. ° 





Rox wrote such songs as “It’s a| mond, 62, leading north-of-England | 
Wonderful World,” | exhibitor, died July 17 at Bishop | Sweeney, 


Big Wide 


fern Ontario. 


ington post he held at the time 
of his death. 
Wife and five children survive. 





LEWIS HILL 
Lewis Hill, who founded KPFA- 


found dead in his car 


for Loew's Delancey Theatre in 
N.Y. for 30 years until his retire- 
ment in 1956. 


James Z. Sands, 49, pianist, com- 
poser and active in radio-tv, died 
Surviving 





Buzzard’s Bay 
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se 
| cers Jordan Hott and Alex Byron 
| made refunds to the half-capacity 


Mills, Cal., Aug. 1. He was in his | women’s director, his parents and had been delayed 40 minutes by a 


early 40's. 

Hill managed the listener-spon- 
sored station until 1953 and re- 
mained on the board of the non- 
profit Pacifica Foundation which 
own the outlet after he'd left 
KPFA’s general managership. 

He leaves his wife and three 
children. 





HELENE RIECHERS 
Helene Riechers, 88, olgest of 


died July 24 in Berlin. Last year, 


the city held a celebration in rec- 
jognition of her 65 years on the/eraman and originator and 


stage. 


sister. 


Frederick M. Biggerstaff. 87, 
concert pianist and for 30 years a 
| professor of music at Mills College, 
| Oakland, Cal., died July 27 in San 
|#rancisco. 


Eddie Goodman, 50, freelance 
photographer who repped UP, CBS 
| Newsfilm and KITE, San Antonio, 
died of bee stings July 27 near 








|the outstanding Berlin actresses, ! Belmont, Tex. 





Alvin Wyckoff, 80, veteran cam- 
first 


jpresident of the Cameraman's 


notice from the sclectmen in 
Bourne, just across the Canal, re- 
voking the theatre license. 

After receiving the cancellation 
| order, Hott and Byron held a back- 
|stage meeting with the cast of 19. 
{It was decided to make refunds 
jand then go ahead with the per- 
formance. That satisfied the ser- 
| geant in charge of a detail of five 
| police, who thereupon guarded the 
| boxoffice to prevent admission be- 
| ing charged. The group plans to 
;continue through this week on an 


- - Since 1945, she had worked with | Union, died in Hollywood July 30|2@m™ission-free basis, if financially 
Europe, died July 29 in Ocean|the Hebbel Theatre and Schiller | of cancer. Wife and pn survive, | Possible, it's said. 


|Theatre in West Berlin, and last | 
with the East Berlin German The-| 


atre. She also appeared in many 
films. 





DAVID SIEGEL 
David Siegel, 59, ch'ef projec- 
tionist’ at The 
Toronto, for 21 years, died July 30 
in a collision between his car and 
a truck-trailer near Kirkland Lake 
where he was vacationing in North- 
He had been chief 
projectionist at The Casino Thea- 
tre, Toronto, since its opening in 
1936; was on the IATSE national 
executive board at the time of his 
death. 
Survived by wife, son. 


JOHN DRUMMOND 
Gordon Lennox 





John Drum- 


“There Never Was a Night So| Auckland, County Durham, Eng., | cently. 


Casino Theatre, | 


| Emil Schipper, 75, operatic 
tenor, died July 26 in Vienna. He 
started his career in the Vienna 
| Volksopera shortly befere World 
he I 


Francisco Chavez Villasana, 57. 
veteran Mexican stage comic, died 
| July 24 in Mexico City. 

MARRIAGES 

Lee Ann Remick to William Col- 
leran, New York, Aug. 3. She is 
an actress; he’s a tv and film direc- 
| tor. 

Phyllis August to Robert 
Casazza, Kew Gardens, L.1., Aug. 3 
She is the daughter of pianist Jan 
August. 

Patricia Ann Cox-to Wayne C. 
Fort Gordon, Ga., re- 
Groom, now in the Army, 








Beautiful” and “Change of Heart,”| after injuries received in a fall.| was formerly production director 
which has been used by the Na-| He was managing director of Tees-| at WCAX-TV, Burlington, Vt. 


tional Heart Assn, for its cam-| 
paigns. 
numbers for the Broadway ae 


ray Anderson’s Almanac.” 
His wife, comedienne 
Pearce, survives. 


KURT VESPERMANN 
«Kurt Vespermann, 70, for 40 
years a celebrated German star of 
stage and film, died July 13 in Ber- 
"Yee Germany, of a heart at- 
tack. 

Vespermann, who began his ca- 
reer with stage roles in Nuernberg, 
Dortmund and Dessau, lived in 
Berlin since 1913, and worked with 
the Royal Theatre, and later the 
Renaissance Theatre there. He 
played his first film role in 1916, 
with Harry Piel in “The Bear from 
Baskerville,” and later was ‘seen in 
hundreds of comic parts on stage 
and screen. 


JOHN D. LITTLE 
John D. Little, 78, theatre man- 


Alice 








ager and onetime aide to the late 
Florenz Ziegfeld, died July 29 in’ 
Baltimore, Md. 

For more than 20 years, Little 
had been manager of Ford’s Thea- | 
tre, the last remaining legit thea-| 
tre in Baltimore. He retired last 
year after more than 50 years in 
show biz. In 1930, Ziegfeld en- 
gaged him as treasurer of the or- 
ganization which produced the} 
“Follies.” He returned to Ford’s| 
theatre in 1934. 

Wife and sister survive. 


Mn Blanch F ~ oe d 
nche 4 an 

former a entertainer, 

known professionally as Blanche 

Davenport, died July 28 in Phila- 
phia. 


She was the widow of Frank M. 
Taylor, with whom she a 
trio called 





: 


Orpheum , she was 
in the duo of Blanche and Grace, 


which played numerous niteries. 


RALPH W. HARDY 
Ralph W. Hardy, 41, ‘vicepresi- 





dent in charge of the Washington, 
D.C. division of CBS, died Aug. 5 
in Ogden, Utah. 

Hardy be his career in radio. 
more than 20 years ago at station | 
KSL in Salt Lake City. He left 
Utah about 10 2 ago to become 
an executive of the National Assn. 





of Radio and Television Broadcast- | 


music publishers rep, died July|ers in Washington. He later be- 
30 in Chicago. For about 35 years,!came veepee in. charge of qovere-| 
until the mid-’40s, he batoned ament relations for the association | Loew's Theatre manager, died Aug.| ter; mother is a former actress. 


dale Cinemas Ltd., and took a 


affairs. : 
He had been associated with the 
cinema industry for years. 


LUCY HUFFAKER GOODMAN 
Mrs. Lucy Huffaker Goodman, 





| 80, wife of Edward Goodman, a 


playwright, producer and director, 
died Aug. 4 in New York. For 
many years she was a theatrical 
press representative. She was as- 
sociated with the Washington 
Square Players, the Theatre Guild 
and Gilbert Miller among others. 
Her husband survives. 


EDWIN A. LORENZ 

Edwin A. Lorenz, 60, prez of 
Musicians Local 11 for eight years 
until his retirement in 1946, died 
July 26 in Louisville. Member of 
several bands and orchestras in 
that city, he played in several 
theatres and radio stations there. 
His specialty was clarinet, violin 
and drums. 

His wife and a brother survive. 


Mary Wilson, 88, who once 
trouped in vaude as a member of 
the team of Wilson & Mae, died 
July 31 in Beverly, Mass. Surviv- 
ing are a son and daughter, Mabel 
C. Wordon. Latter is wife of Harry 
O. Worden, former vaude per- 
former. 








Jessie H. Jameson, 80, vet vaude 
and stage actress, died Aug. 2 in 
Holywood. She was _ formerly 
partnered with her late husband 
in the vaude team of Houston & 
Palmer and also sang in several 
Lillian Russell shows, 


Dr. Erich Schleussner, 52, pre- 
siding member of the Central Or- 
ganization of German Film Thea- 
tres, and active member of the 
German Film Censorship Control, 
died July 21 in Munich after a 
long illness. 


Eugenia Night, 38, screenwriter, 
died July 30 in Hollywood of a 
heart attack. She is survived by 
her husband, writer Houston 
Branch with whom she had fre- 
a collaborated on screen 
wo 


Ernest L. Vining, 26, engineer 
at radio station WGIR, Manches- 
ter, N. H., for the last 18 months, 
died recently in Portland, Me. 
Prior to joining WGIR, he had 
been with WIDE, Biddeford, Me., 
and WWNH, Rochester, N. H. 


J. D. Kendis, 71, prexy of Con- 
tinental Pictures Inc., and a vet- 
eran film distributor, died in Holly- 
wood Aug. 2 of a heart attack. 
Wife and daughter survive. 














Napoleon Ross, 64, veteran mu- 


sician, died July 31 in Rochester, | 


N.H. 





Albert Gutterman, 66, retired 


Betty Lou “tobertson to Victor 


He also wrote special | prominent part in cinema trade! A. Hunt, Chester, N.H., recently. 


| Bride is a staff member of radio 
station WGIR, Manchester, N.H. 

| Donna Douglas to John S. Hayes, 

| Washington, August 3. Bride re- 
cently resigned as radio-tvy femme- 
caster for WTOP-CBS; he's presi- 

ident of WTOP, and v.p. of Wash- 
ington Post-Times Herald, which 
— WTOP and WMBR, Jackson- 

| ville. 

| Mary Leon Corwin to Mack 

| Byng, Las Vegas, July 27. Bride's 


a member of the Corwin theatre) 


family on the Coast; he’s an asso- 
ciate director with CBS-TV in New 
York. 

Reintje Gerdesmann 
Francesco, Wiesbaden, 
many, July 15. 
he’s a composer - arranger 
brother of German 
Caterina Valente. 

Kathleen R. Treadway to Or- 
monde Plater, Albany, July i9. 
He’s drama-film-music critic of 
Gannett’s Knickerbocker News. 

Shirley Eaton to Colin Lenton, 


to Silvio 
West Ger- 


and 


Kenton, Eng., August 5. Bride's 
an actress. 
Gwladys Stanley Laidler to 


Frank Woodhead, London, 
recently. Bride is a Leeds, Eng., 
theatre owner. 

Aline Bruce to Earl of Wharn- 





cliffe, - Bolsterstone, Yorkshire, 
Eng., July 26. He's a musician. 
BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. George Challis, 
daughter, Chicago, July 25. Mother, 
Donna, is a member of Beaver 
Valley Sweethearts, vocal group on 
WLS National Barn Dance. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Medford, 
daughter, Hollywood, July 21 
Father is a tv director; mother is 
former actress Patti Crowe. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pete Smith, son, 
Garden Grove, Cal. July 24. 
Father is KDAY deejay. ° 

Mr. and Mrs. Hans Reiser, 
daughter, Munich, Germany, July 
18. Mother is a theatre owner; 
father is a stage and screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sherman, 
daughter, Hollywood, July 26. 
Father is an actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jose Ferrer, son, 
Santa Monica, Cal., Aug. 1. Father 
is an actor; mother is singer Rose- 
mary Clooney. 

Mr. and Mrs, Frank Taylor, son, 
Chicago, July 27. Father is fair 
‘booker for General Artists Corp. 
in Chi. 


Mr. and Mrs. A'tbert Krivin, 
daughter, Cleveland, July 27. 
ther is sales manager of KYW-TV. 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin M. Colby, 
son, Forest Hills, N.Y., July 28. Fa- 


Productions. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Ruscio, daugh- 
ter, New York, July 14. Mother is 
former actress Jane Sparks, daugh- 
ter of film producer Robert Sparks 
and actress Nydia Westman; father 
is an actor and teacher. 

Mr. and Mrs. N. Richard Nash, 
daughter, Aug. 2, N.Y. Father is a 
| playwright, scenarist and tv scrip- 





Bride is a dancer; | 


songstress | 


Eng., | 


Fa-| 


ther is prez of Allied Television ' 


However, co-producer Holt filed 
three suits yesterday (Mon.) in Suf- 
folk County Superior Court to 
compel the three-member Bourne 
board to reinstate the license for 
the strawhat. The action names as 
defendants chairman Philip San- 
ford, who is also manager of the 


Buzzard’s Bay film theatre, and 
| William R. Crump and Augustus 
Wagner. Judge Reuben Lurie 


scheduled a hearing for tomorrow 

(Wed.). 
Meanwhile, 

Catholic 


the local Roman 
priest, Rev. David 
O'Brien, warned his parishioners 
Sunday (4) in St. Margaret's 
Church, Buzzard’s Bay, to live up 
to Legion of Decency pledge by 
Staying away from “La Ronde.” 
The fact that the show was free 
was all the more feason to boycott 
it, he argued 

Following the scheduled run of 
“La Ronde” through this week. the 
amateur strawhat group has slated 
Oscar Wilde's “Importance of Be- 
ing Earnest” to open next Monday 
(12) and “Threepenny Opera” and 
“Desire Under the Elms” after 
that. The group has an operating 
nut of about $2,000 a week. The 
actors built the theatre from the 
ground floor of what was the old 
| Blue Moon dine and dancery. 

The film edition of “La Ronde,” 
from which this version of the 
play was adapted, has been an ob- 


ject of controversy since it was 
released in the U.S. It was banned 
from showing in New York state 
in 1953, but the U.S. Supreme 
Court knocked out the tabu and 
|the picture was subsequently 
shown. The film ran in Boston 


| (though not on Sundays) after cuts 
were made. 








—— 


20th’s Britons 


Continued from page 3 F———— ] 





| 
| vehicle for Stewart Granger, is next 
on the schedule with a November 
Starting date. Lord John Bra- 
bourne has been assigned as pro- 
ducer. 

Daniel Angel, who has a three 
picture deal with 20th, is to visit 
Canada in October to scout loca- 
tions for the first, “The Sheriff of 
Fractured Jaw,” which will star 
Kenneth More. 

Two other productions set for 
the New Year are “The White Rab- 
bit,” which Anthony Bartley is to 


-| produce in January and “Intent to 


Kill,” which is due to start a month 
later. 


_The entire program will be 
filmed in CinemaScope, but some 
of the pix will be in black and 
white. 


Variety Bills 


C Playa Ore Juliett 
Nacional y Coe Senter 











Ron Urban * Dancing Wat 
Benitez Sisters w Reyes ore ha 
Harolds Little Buck 
Jodimars = Hots lek 
| zpatrick Ore 
Phyllis Inez New Golden 
Harrah's Art Engler 
3 Suns Hank Penny 
| Saunders & Miller | Sue Thompson 
} Enric Cugat Penthouse 4 
| Noel Boggs Riverside 
Mapes Skyroom Ted Lewis 
ii St. Cyr Starlets 
Rowan & Martin Bill Clifford Ore 
LAKE 1AHOE 
Bal-Tabarin Lancers 
Dick Kerr 


Josephine Premice 
Happy Jesters 
Axidentals 
Characters 

Cal Neva Sons of Pioneers 
Sophie Tucker Buddy Greco 
Matty Maineck Ore | Dennis & Rugg 
i Harrah's Ginny Greer 


Barbara McNair 

Del Courtney Ore 

Stateline Country 
Club 
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00-00-00-00!! LOOK WHAT HAPPENED!!! 


Chonning HELD OVER 


THROUGH AUGUST 19 FOR A TOTAL OF 


RECORD BREAKING WEEKS 









MONTE PROSER says: 


“Customers, not diamonds, are ‘a girl’s best 
friend’, and Carol Channing is proving 
it. Let me add that a great artist like Carol, 
who is doing such tremendous business 
at the Tropicana, is a producer's 
best friend.” 


wet Ir Opicdnd 


Las Vogad, 
Mvada 


NEXT STOP: THE AMERICANA HOTEL IN MIAMI - Beginning August 21 


Press Relations Special material for Miss Channing’s act written and conceived Direction 
FREEMAN and WICK by CHARLES GAYNOR M.C.A. 





